LAUNDERING INSTRUCTIONS
ALWAYS follow the washing instructions given on your flame-resistant garment’s care tag.

Home Laundering
LAPCO FR clothing can be washed, dried, and ironed, when necessary. Conventional home washing
methods will not alter the flame-resistant properties of the fabric, when employed correctly. It is important
that the garments are free of stains that could be flammable. If stains cannot be removed at home, washing
periodically at a commercial laundromat is recommended. Difficult or profound stains wash out more easily if
they are prewashed. The stain should be rubbed with liquid detergent or another product specified for
prewashing. The pre-wash should sit long enough to penetrate the stain and loosen the soil. Do not use any
pre-wash product containing bleach or hydrogen peroxide. These chemicals will alter the flame-resistance of
the fabric and consequently, the garment.

Detergents and Other Washing Products
It is important to use an effective detergent that does not contain softener, bleach, or hydrogen peroxide.
There are a variety of fabric softeners and starches on the market, but some of these will affect the flameresistance of the fabric; therefore, it is not recommended to use these products on your flame-resistant
garments. Another issue to consider is water quality. Hard water contains salts like calcium and magnesium.
These minerals can deposit layers of buildup on the fabric that are difficult to remove and can decrease the
flame-resistance of the garments over time. Soft water, on the contrary, can reduce the consumption of
detergent, improve wash quality, and will not affect the flame-resistant properties of your garments. The use
of soaps is not recommended. Soaps can form an insoluble film on your garments, and can be flammable.

Washing/Drying Guide
Garments should be separated into light colors and dark colors to avoid color transfer between garments.
When washing your garments, it is important not to overload the machine. This will ensure an optimum wash
and avoid wrinkles. The load size should allow garments to move freely during the wash and rinse cycles. The
water temperature should be set to hot when washing heavily soiled garments. Less soiled garments
should be washed on a lower temperature setting to extend the color retention of the fabric. Your flameresistant garments can be washed at a temperature of up to 167°F. Your garments can be machine or line
dried. When machine drying, garments should be removed from the machine immediately when they have
dried or while still slightly damp. Over drying can result in excessive shrinkage. Drying times vary depending
on the load size. Steaming or common ironing can be used with your flame-resistant garments. Ironing,
without the use of starch, will not have a negative effect on the garments flame-resistant properties. Dry
cleaning is effective at removing grease and oils that are difficult to remove using conventional laundering
techniques. Dry cleaning is not recommended for our denim garments, due to possible discoloration.

IMPORTANT

Bleach, Hydrogen Peroxide, DEET, or products containing them, should NEVER be used on
flame-resistant garments. Do Not use fabric softeners or dryer sheets.

