
How to Make a Compote Centerpiece

Cut the foam to fit the vase. For this one we
used 1/2 brick. For some vases you may need

1/3 or 2/3 brick. You may need to trim the
corners to fit the vase but it's good to be a bit
snug. If possible, leave about 1/2-1" of foam

above the top of the vase so you can put
some stems in at downward angles. Soak the

foam before placing it in the vase to make
sure it is fully saturated. Even though you
already soaked the foam, fill the vase with

water to keep the foam hydrated. Be sure to
refill your vase if the water gets low between

building and the wedding.

Start with a few pieces of greenery to
set the size of your arrangement. For a
large centerpiece you will likely want

the stems to stick out at least 3-4
inches over the side of the vase. 
Add a piece in the center for the
height. Some like a taller/round

arrangement, while others might like it
to be a bit asymmetrical and dip in the

center or one side. 
For a round arrangement on a round

table you'll  likely want it to be the
same on all sides.

You will need a 4-6" wide vase, wet floral
foam, waterproof tape, and floral shears. 
For this centerpiece we used a compote
vase which has a bowl-shaped top and a

pedestal stand. For a large centerpiece we
recommend a vase with a 4-6" wide

diameter. This one is about 6 inches wide. 
With a vase that is short and wide you need

some kind of support to keep the flowers
from falling out of the vase. You will stab
the flowers into the foam to keep them in

place. Chicken wire is a good option in
place of foam.

For centerpieces you want a good base
of greenery to cover your mechanics.

Use large blooms like roses and
carnations to take up space and

provide lots of color. 
Add a few accent blooms like

Ranunculus or Lisianthus, but not too
many to keep the cost down. 

 
Make sure you have your recipe printed

out and in in front of you so you and
your helpers can follow the steps for

your design.

Start with a good base of greenery.
Add in different varieties for color and

texture variation. 
 

Spin the arrangement as you go to
make sure the whole container is filled

with greens.
 

You should still be able to see some
foam so you have room for flowers! 

 

Hydrate the Foam

Get your centerpieces out of the way on day 2. Bridesmaids bouquets and centerpieces will likely be the
simplest items and a great place to start. 

Gather your flowers Start With GreenerySet Perameters

Gather you supplies

Waterproof tape works well to keep the
foam secure in the vase. Although it is

waterproof, make sure the sides of your
vase are dry. It is waterproof once it sticks.

Create an X shape with the tape over the
foam. Two pieces should be plenty.

Secure the tape to the sides of the vase.
Only leave a small piece over the side so it
doesn't show. Centerpieces will be sitting
flat on a table so they don't need a lot of

support. However, the tape does keep the
foam from tipping out when putting into

boxes and transporting. 

Tape the foam
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Next you can add in your smaller blooms
like spray roses and lisianthus. 

 
You can use these smaller blooms to
extend the height and length of your

centerpiece and fill in holes.
 

To keep your arrangement cost effective
you'll likely only have 2-3 of these accent

blooms in your arrangement. 
 

Store your centerpieces in a cool, air
conditioned room. No need to

refrigerate. 
It’s very important to add water to the
foam the next day. This will help keep

those stems hydrated and looking their
best! 

We like to use a watering can as it isn’t
messy and you can get the water right to
the foam. However, a sink works fine too.

Think about how you would water a
plant; aim for the foam, not the flowers.

 

It’s always best to start with your biggest
blooms like roses and carnations. Mums

and cremones are also great filler
flowers.

 
Vary the heights of your stems – some

can be deeper and lower and some
higher to add depth.

 
When inserting the stems into the foam,
try not to make too many adjustments.

 

Spin the arrangement and check for
gaps. Remember your guests will be

sitting at the table. They will likely be
about eye level with the top of the vase. 

 
Check for gaps lower down. Use small

pieces of greenery angled downward to
cover any exposed foam. 

 
Also, be sure to look for the tape and

make sure it is covered.

Delegate setup to a trusted friend.
You will likely already need to be
getting ready at this point. 
Have a diagram of the reception
space for your helpers. If you are
using different types of
centerpieces, assign the different
types to tables on your diagram
For transporting, it's alright to
pour most of the water out of the
vase. Just be sure to refill once you
get to the venue.
To transport, pack the
centerpieces in boxes or short
laundry baskets. Use newspaper or
towels to fill gaps and keep them
from tipping. The tighter you pack
the less likely to tip.
It is possible a few blooms will
break in transport. Bring a bucket
of extra flowers to replace any
broken stems or fill gaps.

Add Small Blooms

Not all of your centerpieces have to be large compotes. Mix styles with bud vases or clusters of candles and loose
greenery. This is both cost effective and provides visual interest throughout the room as a whole.

Make Adjustments

Wedding Day Tips:

Store & Hydrate

Add Large Blooms

This is optional, but you might want to
add a bit more visual interest to your

design. Use small sprigs of Baby's
Breath, Wax Flower, Limonium,

Solidago, or Thistle. These items can
add more color or fill gaps. 

 
These small items are great to fill gaps
between two roses where a third rose

would not quite fit.

Add Texture


