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John the Baptist and the New Exodus 
2nd Sunday of Advent (Year C) 

2 Baruch 5:1-9—The New Exodus 
1. Jerusalem: personified as a woman; clothing symbolizes exile and return (5:1-2) 
2. Ingathering of Exiles: the “children” of Jerusalem; gathered from “east and west” (5:5) 
3. New Exodus: “God will lead Israel… in the light of his glory” (5:9) 

Psalm 126—The Return from Exile 
1. Return to Zion: “we were like those who dream” (v. 1, 6) 

Phil 1:4-6, 8-11—Be Ready of the Day of Christ 
1. Day of Judgment = “the day of Christ Jesus” (1:6) 

Luke 3:1-6—John the Baptist Prepares “the Way of the Lord” 
1. Tiberius Caesar: “fifteenth year of the reign” (3:1) (14-37 A.D.) 

a. Debauchery: known for his depravity (Suetonius, Lives of the Caesars 43-45) 
b. Death: Smothered in his bedclothes (Tacitus, Annals, 6.50) 
2. Pontius Pilate: “governor of Judea” (3:1) (26-36 A.D.) 

[Pilate’s] corruption, and his acts of insolence, and his rapine, and his habit of 
insulting people, and his cruelty, and his continual murders of people untried and 
uncondemned, and his never ending, and gratuitous, and most grievous 
inhumanity. (Philo, Embassy to Gaius, 302) 

3. Annas and Caiaphas: “high priesthood” (3:2) (6-15 A.D.; 18-36 A.D., both deposed) 
4. John the Baptist: “son of Zechariah” (3:3) 
5. Baptism: geography; region about “the Jordan” river (cf. Josh 4-5) 
6. New Exodus: Isaiah’s prophecy of a “way in the wilderness” (3:4) 

The Living Tradition 
Pope Gregory the Great: “It is apparent, then, that Judea, which lay divided among so 
many kings, had reached the end of its sovereignty. It was also appropriate to indicate not 
only under which kings but also under which high priests this occurred. Since John the 
Baptist preached one who was at once both king and priest, the evangelist Luke indicated 
the time of his preaching by referring to both the kingship and the high 
priesthood.” (Gregory the Great, Forty Gospel Homilies, 6; trans. in Arthur Just, p. 58) 

Origen of Alexandria: “Prepare a way for the Lord.” What way are we to prepare for the 
Lord? Surely not a material way. Can the Word of God go on such a journey? Should not 
the way be prepared for the Lord within? Should not straight and level paths be built in 
our hearts? This is the way by which the Word of God has entered. That Word dwells in 
the spaces of the human heart. (Origen, Homilies on the Gospel of Luke, 21.5; trans. in 
Arthur Just, p. 60). 
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The Catechism of the Catholic Church 
When the Church celebrates the liturgy of Advent each year... the Church unites herself to 
his desire: “He must increase, I must decrease…” (CCC 524) 

Questions for Discussion and Reflection (2nd Sunday of Advent, Year C) 
1. Before studying Baruch carefully, were you aware of the biblical idea of a New 
Exodus? How does this ancient Jewish hope illuminate what we are hoping for during the 
Advent season? 

2. Why does John the Baptist begin his ministry in the region of the Jordan river? What 
would this geographical location have meant in a first-century Jewish context (cf. Joshua 
4-5)?  

3. Why is John the Baptist so prominent in the Sunday Readings for Advent? What 
significance should imitation of John have for us during the Advent season? Practically 
speaking, how can we follow the Church and make John the Baptist’s “desire” for the 
coming of Christ our own? (CCC 524)  

For Further Reading 
1. Catechism of the Catholic Church: St. John the Baptist: his mission and message (CCC 

523-24, 717-720) 
2. Arthur A. Just, Jr. Luke. Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture, New Testament 

III. Downers Grove: IVP, 2003. 
3. Edith Barnecut, Journey with the Fathers: Commentaries on the Sunday Gospels Year 

C (Hyde Park: New City Press, 1994), 14-15.  
3. Pablo Gadenz. The Gospel of Luke. Catholic Commentary on Sacred Scripture. Grand 

Rapids: Baker Academic, 2018. Pp. 78-93 
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