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The Second Coming of Jesus: Be Prepared 
1st Sunday of Advent (Year C) 

Jeremiah 33:14-16—Prophecy of the Messiah 
1. Davidic Messiah: “a righteous Branch for David” (33:15) 

Psalm 25—To You, O Lord, I Lift My Soul 
1. Sacrifice: “to you, O Lord, I lift up my soul” (v. 1; cf. 24:4) 
2. Waiting: “for you I wait all the day long” (v. 5) 

1 Thessalonians 3:12-4:2—The Coming of Our Lord Jesus 
1. Parousia: “the coming (Greek parousia) of our Lord Jesus with all his saints” (3:13) 

Luke 21:25-28, 34-36—The Coming of the Son of Man 
1. Eschatological Tribulation: 
 a. Cosmic Signs: “sun, moon, and stars” (21:25) 
 b. Distress: “nations in perplexity” (21:24) 
 c. Fear: “men fainting with fear and foreboding” (21:26) 
 d. Powers in Heaven: “shaken” (21:26) (Heavenly Bodies? or Angels?) 
2. Coming of the Son of Man: 
 a. Son of Man = the Messiah (cf. Dan 7:13-14) 
 b. Glory Cloud: coming in “a cloud with power and great glory” (21:27) 
 c. Redemption: “your redemption is drawing near” (21:28) 
3. Final Judgment: to “stand” before the “Son of Man” (21:34-36) 
 a. Preparation: “take heed to yourselves”  
 b. Dissipation (Greek kraipalē): “unbridled indulgence,” as in a drinking party 
 c. Drunkenness (Greek methē): “drunkenness” 
 d. Anxiety (Greek merimna): “cares of this life” (cf. Luke 8:14) 
 e. Vigil (Greek agrupneō) “watch at all times,” i.e., “be alert” 
 f. Prayer: “pray” for the “strength” (cf. Luke 13:24, the Two Ways) 

The Catechism on Advent and the Second Coming 
When the Church celebrates the liturgy of Advent each year, she makes present this 
ancient expectancy of the Messiah, for by sharing in the long preparation for the Savior’s 
first coming, the faithful renew their ardent desire for his second coming. (CCC 524) 

The Living Tradition 
Augustine: As I see it, [the Parousia] could be taken in two ways. One way is that he will 
come in the church as in a cloud…. He comes with great power and majesty because his 
greater power and majesty will appear in the saints to whom he will give great power… 
The other way in which he will come will be in his body in which he sits at the right hand 
of the Father. In this body, he died, rose again, and ascended into heaven. It is written in 
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the Acts of the Apostles… “He shall so come as you have seen him going away” (Acts 
1:11). We have reason to believe that he will come not only in the same body but also in a 
cloud since he will come as he left, and a cloud received him as he went.” (Augustine, 
Letter 199; trans. in A. Just, p. 324).  

Questions for Discussion and Reflection (1st Sunday of Advent, Year C) 
1. Why does the Church connect the season of Advent—which we usually think of as 
preparing for Christmas—with the Second Coming of Christ at the end of time? (See 
CCC 668-682) 

2. How does the prophecy from Jeremiah 33 and Psalm 25 put us back in the place of the 
Jewish people waiting for the Messiah? 

3. Why does the Church begin the (joyful) season of Advent with Jesus’ prophecy of 
eschatological tribulation before the Final Judgment?  

 
 

For Further Reading 
Arthur A. Just, Jr. Luke. Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture, New Testament III. 

Downers Grove: IVP, 2003. An excellent collection of comments from the early 
Church Fathers on the Gospel of Luke.  

Pablo T. Gadenz. The Gospel of Luke. Catholic Commentary on Sacred Scripture. Grand 
Rapids: Baker Academic, 2018. A fantastic up-to-date commentary on the Gospel 
of Luke from a Catholic perspective by one of the leading Catholic exegetes of 
our day. Highly recommended. 
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