
Dr. Brant Pitre  The Mass Readings Explained 

The Holy Family 
(Sunday within the Octave of Christmas, Year C) 

Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14—Honor Your Father and Mother 
1. Honoring your Father: reparation, joy, efficacious prayer, long life (3:3-6) 
2. “Glorify” your Mother: pays debt of sin; gives joy to mother (3:4, 6) 
3. Care for Elderly Parents: “Help your father in his old age” (3:12-14) 

Psalm 128—Blessed the Family that Fears the Lord 
1. Family Happiness: rooted in “fear” of the LORD; “you shall be happy” 
2. Wife: “like a fruitful vine within your house” 
3. Children: “like olive shoots around your table” 

Colossians 3:12-21—Christian Husbands, Wives, and Children 
1. Christian Virtues: above all “love”; context of everything else Paul says (3:12-17) 
2. Wives: be “subordinate” (Greek hypotassomai) ≠ inferior (3:18; cf. Luke 2:51) 
3. Husbands: “love” (Greek agapaō) your wives; = sacrificial love (3:19; cf. Eph 5:22) 
4. Children: “obey” your parents “in everything” (3:20) 
5. Fathers: “do not provoke your children”; i.e., gentleness and justice (3:21) 

Luke 2:41-52—The Finding of Jesus in the Temple  
1. Passover: one of three annual required pilgrimage festivals (Exodus 23:14–17) 
2. Twelve Years: Jesus was “twelve years old” (2:41); why does Luke tell you this? 

Now when Samuel was twelve years old, he began to prophesy: and once when he 
was asleep, God called to him by his name; and he, supposing he had been called 
by the high priest, came to him... (Josephus, Antiquities 5.348) 

3. Caravan: they supposed him to be in the “company” (Greek synodia) (2:44) 
4. Three Days: points to the resurrection on “the third day” (Luke 9:22; 18:33; 24:7, 46) 
5. Wisdom and Stature: Jesus is presented as a new Samuel (2:52) 

Now the boy Samuel continued to grow both in stature and in favor with the Lord 
and with men. (1 Samuel 2:26) 

The Living Tradition 
Pope John Paul II: Mary lived with her eyes fixed on Christ, treasuring his every word: 
“She kept all these things, pondering them in her heart” (Lk 2:19; cf. 2:51). The 
memories of Jesus, impressed upon her heart, were always with her, leading her to 
reflect on the various moments of her life at her Son's side. In a way those memories 
were to be the “rosary” which she recited uninterruptedly throughout her earthly life. 
Even now, amid the joyful songs of the heavenly Jerusalem… Mary constantly sets 
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before the faithful the “mysteries” of her Son, with the desire that the contemplation of 
those mysteries will release all their saving power. In the recitation of the Rosary, the 
Christian community enters into contact with the memories and the contemplative gaze 
of Mary. (John Paul II, Apostolic Letter On the Most Holy Rosary, no. 11) 

 
 

Questions for Discussion and Reflection (The Holy Family, Year C) 
1. Read Sirach 3 and its teachings about honoring one’s parents. Then reflect on your 
own relationship with your father and mother. How have you followed the Scriptures in 
this regard? Does this passage challenge you in any way? 

2. What do you think of Paul’s teachings that wives should be “subordinate” to their 
husbands? Or that husbands should “love” their wives? How do most people interpret 
these verses? What have the Pope’s taught about the proper interpretation of this passage?  

3. How can Mary’s response to the finding of Jesus in the Temple provide a model for our 
meditation in the Rosary?   

 

For Further Reading  
1. Pope John Paul II, Apostolic Letter Rosarium Virginis Mariae, On the Most Holy 

Rosary (October 16, 2002). A must-read for every Christian who prays the 
Rosary. Available at www.vatican.va.  

2. Arthur A. Just, Jr. Luke. Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture, New Testament 
III. Downers Grove: IVP, 2003.  

3. Pablo Gadenz. The Gospel of Luke. Catholic Commentary on Sacred Scripture. Grand 
Rapids: Baker Academic, 2018.  
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