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Josephus on the Essenes: !
After this every one of them are sent away by their curators, to exercise some of those 
arts wherein they are skilled, in which they labor with great diligence till the fifth hour. 
After which they assemble themselves together again into one place; and when they have 
clothed themselves in white veils, they then bathe their bodies in cold water. And after 
this purification is over, they every one meet together in an apartment of their own, into 
which it is not permitted to any of another sect to enter; while they go, after a pure 
manner, into the dining room; as into a certain holy temple,  130 (2.8.5.130) and quietly 
set themselves down; upon which the baker lays them loaves in order; the cook also 
brings a single place of one sort of food, and sets it before every one of them;  131 
(2.8.5.131) but a priest says grace before meat; and it is unlawful for any one to taste of 
the food before grace be said. The same priest, when he hath dined, says grace again after 
meat; and when they begin, and when they end, they praise God, as he that bestows their 
food upon them; after which they lay aside their [white] garments, and betake themselves 
to their labors again till the evening;  132 (2.8.5.132) then they return home to supper, 
after the same manner; and if there be any strangers there, they set down with them. Nor 
is there ever any clamor or disturbance to pollute their house, but they give every one 
leave to speak in their turn;  133 (2.8.5.133) which silence thus kept in their house, 
appears to foreigners like some tremendous mystery; the cause of which is that perpetual 
sobriety they exercise, and the same settled measure of meat and drink that is allotted to 
them, and that such as is abundantly sufficient for them. !
1QS 6:   2 They shall eat,  3  pray and deliberate communally. Wherever ten men 
belonging to the party of the Yahad are gathered, a priest must always  4  be present. The 
men shall sit before the priest by rank, and in that manner their opinions will be sought on 
any matter. When the table has been set for eating or the new wine readied  5  for 
drinking, it is the priest who shall stretch out his hand first, blessing the first portion of 
the bread or the new wine. !
24  These are the rules by which cases are to be decided at a community inquiry. If there 
be found among them a man who has lied  25  about money and done so knowingly, they 
shall bar him from the pure meals of the general membership for one year; further, his 
ration of bread is to be reduced by one-fourth. !
1QSa 2:14  be[fore him] by rank. Then the [Mess]iah of Israel may en[ter,] and the heads 
15  of the th[ousands of Israel] are to sit before him by rank, as determined by [each 
man’s comm]ission in their camps and campaigns. Last, all 16  the heads of [the 
con]gregation’s cl[ans,] together with [their] wis[e and knowledgeable men,] shall sit 
before them by 17  rank. [When] they gather [at the] communal [tab]le, [having set out 
bread and w]ine so the communal table is set 18  [for eating] and [the] wine (poured) for 
drinking, none [may re]ach for the first portion 19  of the bread or [the wine] before the 
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Priest. For [he] shall [bl]ess the first portion of the bread 20  and the wine, [reac]hing for 
the bread first. Afterw[ard] the Messiah of Israel [shall re]ach 21  for the bread. 
[Finally,] ea[ch] member of the whole congregation of the Yahad [shall give a bl]essing, 
[in descending order of ] rank. This procedure shall govern 22  every me[al], provided at 
least ten me[n are ga]thered together. !
13  Therefore Melchizedek will thoroughly prosecute the vengeance required by Go[d’s] 
statutes. [In that day he will de]liv[er them from the power] of Belial, and from the power 
of all the sp[irits predestined to him.]  14  Allied with him will be all the [“righteous] 
divine beings” (Isaiah 61:3). [Th]is is that wh[ich … al]l the divine beings. This 
vi[sitation]  15  is the Day of [Salvation] that He has decreed [… through Isai]ah the 
prophet [concerning all the captives,] inasmuch as Scripture sa[ys, “How] beautiful 16  
upon the mountains are the fee[t of ] the messeng[ er] who [an]nounces peace, who 
brings [good] news, [who announces salvat]ion, who [sa]ys to Zion, ‘Your [di]vine being 
[reigns’ ” (Isaiah 52:7).]  !
11Q13 2:22  [… dominion] that passes from Belial and ret[urns to the Sons of Light …]  
23  […] by the judgment of God, just as it is written concerning him, [“who says to Zi]on 
‘Your divine being reigns’ ” (Isaiah 52:7). [“Zi]on” is 24  [the congregation of all the sons 
of righteousness, who] uphold the covenant and turn from walking [in the way] of the 
people. “Your di[vi]ne being” is 25  [Melchizedek, who will del]iv[er them from the 
po]wer of Belial. Concerning what Scripture says, “Then you shall have the trumpet 
[sounded loud in] all the land [of …” (Leviticus 25:9, modified).] !
11Q19 45:8  any part of My temple until three [com]plete days have passed. He must 
launder his clothes and bathe 9  on the first day; on the third he must again launder and 
bathe; then, after the sun has set,  10  he may enter the temple. They are not to enter My 
temple while unclean, for that would defile it.  11  If a man has intercourse with his wife, 
he may not enter any part of the temple 12  city (where I shall make My name to dwell) 
for three days.
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The D
ead Sea Scrolls

Shedding N
ew

 Light on the 
Shedding N

ew
 Light on the 

Scriptures and the C
hurch

Scriptures and the C
hurch
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The D
ead Sea Scrolls

The D
ead Sea Scrolls

•
Part I: An O

verview
 of Q

um
ran, the site

•
Part II: W

ho Lived at Q
um

ran
•
Part III: The Scrolls Found There

•
Part IV: W

hy are the D
SS Im

portant
–
The Text of the O

T
–
The C

anon of the O
T

–
U
nderstanding the Early C

hurch
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M
ap of Israel
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C
loser U

p

 8 



C
liffs and C

aves at Q
um

ran
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Entrance to one of the caves
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O
verview

 of Site, C
istern
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Q
um

ran, Looking South
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Interior of the R
uins
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•
R
itual Bath
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Aqueduct to Q
um

ran
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The Layout of Q
um

ran
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Part II: W
ho Lived at Q

um
ran?

Part II: W
ho Lived at Q

um
ran?

•
A G

roup C
alled the E

ssenes (E
S

S
-

seenz)
•
Q
. W

ho w
ere the “Essenes”?

•
A. O

ne of the m
ajor sects of Jew

s in 
Jesus’ day, respected for their holiness
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Three M
ajor Sects of Judaism

•
Sadducees
–
The C

hief Priests w
ere Sadducees

•
Pharisees
–
Paul w

as a Pharisee
•
Essenes
–
Q
um

ranites w
ere Essenes
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Sadducees 
(“Zadokites”: Ezek 40:46)

•
W
ealthy Elite

•
C
ontrolled the Tem

ple
•
O
nly accepted the Five Books of M

oses
•
N
o afterlife or spiritual w

orld
•
N
ot popular w

ith the rest of Jew
s

•
C
ollaborated w

ith the R
om

ans to keep 
pow

er
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Pharisees
(“Separate O

nes”)
•
Very influential w

ith the com
m
on people

•
Accepted the Law

, Prophets, and 
W
ritings as inspired

•
Tried to get everyone to live by priestly 
purity

•
Believed in afterlife and spiritual w

orld
•
Becam

e R
abbinic (m

odern) Judaism
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Essenes
(H
eb. ‘ossim

, “doers” of the Law
)

•
Stressed personal holiness/asceticism

•
Practiced celibacy

•
Accepted lots of inspired books

•
R
eknow

ned and respected for holiness
•
Kept to them

selves
•
Expected the M

essiah soon
•
R
egarded the Tem

ple as defiled

 21 



Q
um

ran w
as an Essene 

M
onastery

•
H
ere Essene m

en prayed, lived in 
com

m
unity, and studied the Scriptures.

•
They left us fragm

ents of 1000 scrolls
–
25%

 Biblical books
–
75%

 Sectarian w
ritings (Essene literature) 22 



Part III: The Scrolls 
“The G

reat Isaiah Scroll”: 1Q
Isaiah

a

 23 



11Q
Psalm

s
a

 24 



Fragm
ent of W

ar Scroll

 25 



Frags. of C
om

m
unity R

ule

 26 



The Tem
ple Scroll
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Som
e Im

portant D
ocum

ents

•
The “D

am
ascus D

ocum
ent” (C

D
):

–
G
ave the history of their m

ovem
ent, and 

m
uch of their constitution

•
The “C

om
m
unity R

ule” (1Q
S):

–
Their m

onastic “rule” or constitution
•
The “Tem

ple Scroll” (11Q
Tem

ple)
–
A list of law

s about how
 they thought the 

Tem
ple should be run.
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Part IV: So w
hy are the D

SS 
im
portant?

•
For the TEXT of the O

ld Testam
ent

•
For the C

AN
O
N
 of the O

ld Testam
ent

•
For understanding the EAR

LY C
H
U
R
C
H 29 



The Text of the O
T

•
Before Q

um
ran:

–
M
asoretic Text (M

T) (H
ebrew

)
•
N
ot a translation; the traditional H

ebrew
•
O
ldest extant copies late tenth cent. AD
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The Text of the O
T

•
Before Q

um
ran:

–
Septuagint (LXX) (G

reek)
•
G
reek translation about 250-100 BC

 
•
O
ldest extant copies late 4th cent. AD
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The Text of the O
T

•
Before Q

um
ran:

–
Vulgate (Latin)
•
late 300’s, early 400’s AD

, H
ebrew

 to Lati
•
O
ldest com

plete copy 8th cent. AD
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The Text of O
T

•
Q
um

ran (c. 1947): 
–
Large chunks of H

ebrew
 text from

 as early 
as the second century B

C
!

–
C
hanged the view

 of the LXX, the Bible of 
the early C

hurch
–
G
enerally confirm

ed the accuracy of 
transm

ission
–
H
ebrew

/Aram
aic of D

euterocanonicals
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The C
anon of Scripture

•
The term

 canon (not cannon!) m
eans a 

“rule” or “ruler” from
 the root cane

•
The Protestant canon of the O

T lacks 
seven books: Tobit, Judith, W

isdom
, 

Sirach, Baruch, 1-2 M
accabees
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The C
anon of Scripture

•
Protestant claim

: our canon is the 
Jew

ish canon of Jesus today
•
R
eally?  Jew

s w
ere split:

•
Sadducees: O

nly the 5 Books of M
oses

•
Sam

aritans: O
nly the 5 Books of M

oses
•
Pharisees: roughly the Jew

ish canon
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The C
anon of Scripture

•
G
reek-speaking Jew

s: roughly the 
C
atholic canon (LXX)

•
Essenes: All the Pharisees’ books, plus 
m
ore

•
Q
um

ran: m
ore copies of Jubilees and 1 

E
noch than m

any books of Scripture
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The C
anon of Scripture: Tobit

•
Protestant claim

: Jew
s never accepted 

Tobit as Scripture
•
Q
um

ran: Six copies of Tobit found
•
That’s m

ore than 16 books of the O
T, 

including R
uth (4), Judges (3), Proverbs 

(2), N
ehem

iah (0), Esther (0), etc.

 37 



Fragm
ent of Tobit
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The C
anon 

of Scripture

•
N
o consensus on “canon” in Jesus’ day

•
Every sect of Jew

s had a different 
opinion on w

hich books w
ere inspired.

•
The Jew

s w
ere w

aiting for the M
essiah 

to com
e and settle their differences.
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• •
The M

essiah did com
e, 

The M
essiah did com

e, 
and gave authority:
and gave authority:

• •
“You are Peter …

 
“You are Peter …

 
w

hatever you bind on 
w

hatever you bind on 
earth w

ill be bound in 
earth w

ill be bound in 
heaven, w

hatever you 
heaven, w

hatever you 
loose on earth w

ill be 
loose on earth w

ill be 
loosed in heaven.” (M

t 
loosed in heaven.” (M

t 
16:18-19)
16:18-19)

• •
This is the authority to 
This is the authority to 
settle questions of 
settle questions of 
religious law
religious law
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The C
anon of Scripture

•
N
on-C

atholics are in a theological 
“pickle.”

•
They have no person or body 
(council or pope) w

ith the authority to 
settle the question of the canon

 41 



U
nderstanding Early 

C
hristianity

The m
onastic com

m
unity at 

Q
um

ran had m
any beliefs and 

practices in com
m
on w

ith the 
early C

hurch
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Sim
ilarities: C

hurch & Q
um

ran 

•
Value of celibacy

•
C
leansing by the H

oly Spirit
•
The C

om
m
unity as Tem

ple
•
The H

oly M
eal of Bread and W

ine
•
Threefold hierarchy of officers

•
And others

 43 



C
elibacy: Q

um
ran

•
D
am

ascus D
ocum

ent 7:4-7: “In short, for all w
ho 

conduct their lives by these law
s, in perfect holiness, 

according to all the instructions, G
od’s covenant 

stands firm
 to give them

 life for thousands of 
generations. BU

T if they live in cam
ps according to 

the rule of the land and m
arry w

om
en and beget 

children, then let them
 live in accordance w

ith the 
Law

, and by the ordinance.”
•

N
otice, tw

o groups: C
elibates of “perfect holiness,” 

and those w
ho m

arry
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C
elibacy: C

hurch
•

1 C
or. 7:1   ... It is w

ell for a m
an not to touch a 

w
om

an... 7 I w
ish that all w

ere as I m
yself am

…
 8 To 

the unm
arried ... I say that it is w

ell for them
 to rem

ain 
single as I do.  ... 28 Those w

ho m
arry w

ill have 
w
orldly troubles, and I w

ould spare you that... 32  The 
unm

arried m
an is anxious about the affairs of the 

Lord, how
 to please the Lord;  33 but the m

arried 
m
an is anxious about w

orldly affairs, how
 to please 

his w
ife,  34 and his interests are divided…
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C
leansing by the Spirit: 

Q
um

ran
•

The C
om

m
unity R

ule 3:6 ... For only through 
the spirit pervading G

od’s true society can 
there be atonem

ent for a m
an’s w

ays, all 7  of 
his iniquities; thus only can he gaze upon the 
light of life and so be joined to H

is truth by H
is 

holy spirit, purified from
 all 8  iniquity. ... 9 

O
nly thus can he really receive the purifying 

w
aters and be purged by the cleansing flow

.  46 



C
leansing by the Spirit: 

C
hurch

•
1C

or. 6:11 .. But you w
ere w

ashed, you 
w
ere sanctified, you w

ere justified in the 
nam

e of the Lord Jesus C
hrist and in 

the Spirit of our G
od.

•
1C

or. 12:13 For by one Spirit w
e w

ere 
all baptized into one body —

 Jew
s or 

G
reeks, slaves or free —

 and all w
ere 

m
ade to drink of one Spirit.
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C
om

m
unity as Tem

ple: 
Q
um

ran
•

The C
om

m
unity R

ule 8:5: “Then shall the 
C
ouncil of the C

om
m
unity truly be 

established, an eternal planting, a Tem
ple for 

Israel, and—
m
ystery!—

a H
oly 6 of H

olies for 
Aaron ... They w

ill be “the tested w
all, the 

precious cornerstone” (Is 28:16) w
hose 8  

foundations shall neither be shaken nor 
sw

ayed, a fortress, a H
oly of H

olies 9  for 
Aaron ... a blam

eless and True H
ouse in 

Israel …
”
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C
om

m
unity as Tem

ple: Paul

•
Eph 2:19 So then you are no longer strangers 
and sojourners, but you are fellow

 citizens 
w
ith the saints and m

em
bers of the H

ouse of 
G

od,  20 built upon the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, C

hrist Jesus him
self 

being the cornerstone,  21 in w
hom

 the w
hole 

structure is joined together and grow
s into a 

H
oly Tem

ple in the Lord;  22 in w
hom

 you 
also are built into it for a dw

elling place of 
G
od in the Spirit.
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Bread and W
ine: Q

um
ran

•
The C

om
m

unity R
ule 6:1 “W

herever 
ten m

en belonging to the C
ouncil of the 

C
om

m
unity are gathered, a priest m

ust 
alw

ays 4  be present ... W
hen the table 

has been set for eating and the new
 

w
ine readied 5  for drinking, the priest 

shall stretch out his hand first, blessing 
the first portion of the bread and the 
new

 w
ine.”
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Bread and W
ine: C

hurch

•
1 C

or. 10:16 The cup of blessing w
hich 

w
e bless, is it not a participation in the 

blood of C
hrist? The bread w

hich w
e 

break, is it not a participation in the body 
of C

hrist?  17 Because there is one 
bread, w

e w
ho are m

any are one body, 
for w

e all partake of the one bread.
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D
oes this underm

ine 
C
hristianity?

•
Som

e say it does
•
But the C

hristian claim
 is: “W

e are the 
fulfillm

ent of the O
ld Testam

ent”
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C
hurch and the O

ld 
Testam

ent
•

R
om

. 1:1 Paul, a servant of Jesus 
Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart 
for the gospel of G

od 2 w
hich he 

prom
ised beforehand through his 

prophets in the holy scriptures,  3 the 
gospel concerning his Son, w

ho w
as 

descended from
 D

avid according to the 
flesh …
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C
hurch and the O

ld 
Testam

ent
•R

om
. 15:4 For w

hatever w
as 

w
ritten in form

er days w
as w

ritten 
for our instruction, that by 
steadfastness and by the 
encouragem

ent of the scriptures 
w

e m
ight have hope.  
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C
hurch and the O

ld 
Testam

ent
•

1C
or. 15:3 For I delivered to you as of first 

im
portance w

hat I also received, that Christ 
died for our sins in accordance w

ith the 
scriptures,  4 that he w

as buried, that he 
w

as raised on the third day in accordance 
w

ith the scriptures,  5 and that he appeared 
to Cephas, then to the tw

elve …
.
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Q
um

ran C
onfirm

s C
hurch’s C

laim

•
Faithful Jew

s could read the Scriptures 
and accurately perceive m

any things 
about the end-tim

es (eschatological) 
com

m
unity of G

od
•
W
hy else does Jesus rebuke his 

follow
ers so frequently?
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Jesus Expects U
nderstanding

•
5 “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is 
born of w

ater and the S
pirit, he cannot 

enter the kingdom
 of G

od …
  9 

N
icodem

us said to him
, “H

ow
 can this 

be?”  10 Jesus answ
ered him

, “Are you 
a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not 
understand this? 

 57 



D
SS and the C

atholic Faith

•
Increased confidence in text of O

T 
Scripture

•
Better understanding of the canon of the 
O
T

•
G
reater appreciation of the Biblical and 

Jew
ish nature of our faith
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The D
ead Sea Scrolls

Shedding N
ew

 Light on the 
Shedding N

ew
 Light on the 

Scriptures and the Church
Scriptures and the Church
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Part IV: So w
hy are the DSS 

im
portant?

•
For the TEXT of the O

ld Testam
ent

•
For the CAN

O
N

 of the O
ld Testam

ent
•

For understanding the EARLY CHU
RCH
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The Text of the O
T

•
Before Q

um
ran:

–
M

asoretic Text (M
T) (Hebrew

)
•

N
ot a translation; the traditional Hebrew

•
O

ldest extant copies late tenth cent. AD
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The Text of the O
T

•
Before Q

um
ran:

–
Septuagint (LXX) (Greek)

•
Greek translation about 250-100 BC 

•
O

ldest extant copies late 4th cent. AD
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The Text of the O
T

•
Before Q

um
ran:

–
Vulgate (Latin)

•
late 300’s, early 400’s AD, Hebrew

 to Latin
•

O
ldest com

plete copy 8th cent. AD
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The Text of O
T

•
Q

um
ran (c. 1947): 

–
Large chunks of Hebrew

 text from
 as early as 

the second century BC!
–

Generally confirm
ed the accuracy of 

transm
ission

–
Hebrew

/Aram
aic of Deuterocanonicals
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The Canon of Scripture

•
The term

 canon (not cannon!) m
eans a 

“rule” or “ruler” from
 the root cane

•
The Protestant canon of the O

T lacks seven 
books: Tobit, Judith, W

isdom
, Sirach, 

Baruch, 1-2 M
accabees
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The Canon of Scripture

•
Protestant claim

: “O
ur canon is the Jew

ish 
canon of Jesus today”

•
Really?  Jew

s w
ere split:

•
Sadducees: O

nly the 5 Books of M
oses

•
Sam

aritans: O
nly the 5 Books of M

oses
•

Pharisees: roughly the Jew
ish canon
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The Canon of Scripture

•
Greek-speaking Jew

s: roughly the Catholic 
canon (LXX)

•
Essenes: M

ost of the Pharisees’ books, plus 
m

ore, like Jubilees and 1 Enoch
•

Q
um

ran: m
ore copies of Jubilees and 1 

Enoch than m
any books of Scripture
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The Canon of Scripture: Tobit

•
Protestant claim

: “Jew
s never accepted 

Tobit as Scripture”
•

Q
um

ran: Six copies of Tobit found
•

That’s m
ore than 16 books of the O

T, 
including Ruth (4), Judges (3), Proverbs (2), 
N

ehem
iah (0), Esther (0), etc.
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Fragm
ent of Tobit
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The Canon 
of Scripture

•
N

o consensus on “canon” in Jesus’ day
•

Every sect of Jew
s had a different opinion 

on w
hich books w

ere inspired.
•

The Jew
s w

ere w
aiting for the M

essiah to 
com

e and settle their differences.
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• •
The M

essiah did com
e, 

The M
essiah did com

e, 
and gave authority:
and gave authority:

• •
“You are Peter …

 
“You are Peter …

 
w

hatever you bind on 
w

hatever you bind on 
earth w

ill be bound in 
earth w

ill be bound in 
heaven, w

hatever you 
heaven, w

hatever you 
loose on earth w

ill be 
loose on earth w

ill be 
loosed in heaven.” (M

t 
loosed in heaven.” (M

t 
16:18-19)
16:18-19)

• •
This is the authority to 
This is the authority to 
settle questions of 
settle questions of 
religious law
religious law
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The Canon of Scripture

•
Apart from

 the authority of the 
successor of Peter, w

e are in a 
theological “pickle.”

•
W

e w
ould then have no person or 

body w
ith the authority to settle the 

question of the canon
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The Q
uestion R

esolved by the 
Successor of Peter

•
C

ouncil of R
om

e 382: Sets the canon 
for the universal C

hurch
•

R
eaffirm

ed by Ecum
enical C

ouncil of 
Florence 1441

•
R

eaffirm
ed by Ecum

enical C
ouncil of 

Trent 1563
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M
arriage, Celibacy and 

H
oly O

rders:
The Dead Sea Scrolls and the Catholic Church 74 



Catholic Teaching is Challenged:

�
“Jew

ish m
en all m

arried, so Jesus w
as m

arried” (Dan 
Brow

n, The D
a Vinci Code)

�
Jesus’ follow

ers w
ere all equal.  Bishops, priests, 

deacons are a late corruption (com
m

on Protestant 
attitude)

�
The Church got its “negative” view

s of sexuality from
 St. 

Augustine (secular accusation)

�
Celibacy w

as im
posed by the Pope in the M

iddle Ages in 
order to acquire the property of clergym

en (Protestant 
attitude)
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W
e w

ill be looking at:

�
I. Celibacy in the Scrolls, the Scriptures, and 
the Church

�
II. H

oly O
rders in the Scrolls, the Scriptures, 

and the Church

�
III. M

arriage in the Scrolls, the Scriptures 
and the Church
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Part I: Celibacy

�
M

att. 19:12: For there are eunuchs w
ho 

have been so from
 birth, and there are 

eunuchs w
ho have been m

ade 
eunuchs by m

en, and there are 
eunuchs w

ho have m
ade them

selves 
eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom

 of 
heaven. H

e w
ho is able to receive this, 

let him
 receive it.”
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The problem
 of the “eunuchs”

�But Jew
s don’t practice celibacy.

�D
an Brow

n in the D
a V

inci C
ode: 

“Jesus had to have been m
arried 

because all Jew
ish m

en w
ere, 

especially rabbis …
”
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But folks forget the Essenes:
�

The D
am

ascus D
ocum

ent 7:4 In short, for all w
ho 

conduct their lives 5  by these law
s, in perfect holiness, 

according to all the instructions, G
od’s covenant stands 

firm
 6  to give them

 life for thousands of generations. 
BU

T if they live in cam
ps according to the rule of the 

land and m
arry 7  w

om
en and beget children, then let 

them
 live in accordance w

ith the Law
, and by the 

ordinance…

�
N

otice the contrast betw
een the Q

um
ranites w

ho live “in 
perfect holiness” (that is, celibacy), and other Essenes 
w

ho “m
arry w

om
en and beget children.”
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Josephus on Essenes and Celibacy:

�
“These Essenes reject pleasures …

 but esteem
 

continence, and the conquest over our 
passions, to be virtue. They neglect w

edlock, 
but choose out other persons’ children, w

hile 
the are pliable …

 and form
 them

 according to 
their ow

n m
anners. They do not absolutely 

deny the fitness of m
arriage, and the 

succession of m
ankind thereby continued; but 

they guard against the lascivious behavior of 
w

om
en …

” (W
ar 120-121)
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The O
T basis for celibacy:

�Lev 15:18: If a m
an lies w

ith a 
w

om
an …

both of them
 shall bathe 

them
selves in w

ater, and be 
unclean until the evening.

�The Q
um

ranites w
anted alw

ays to 
be “clean,” that is, able to w

orship
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The O
T basis for celibacy:

�Priests “on duty” had to be 
continent until “off duty”—

could be 
w

eeks or m
onths.

�Q
um

ranites considered them
selves 

a priestly people.
�Early C

hristian priests w
ere 

expected to be continent.
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�
Biblical figures w

ho w
ere celibate:

�
Elijah

�
Elisha

�
Jerem

iah and other prophets
�

St. John the Baptist
�

O
ur Lord him

self
�

St. Paul
�

St. John the Evangelist

The Biblical basis for celibacy

 83 



�
1 C

or. 7:1   ... It is w
ell for a m

an not to touch a 
w

om
an... 7 I w

ish that all w
ere as I m

yself am
. But 

each has his ow
n special gift from

 G
od ....  8 To the 

unm
arried ... I say that it is w

ell for them
 to rem

ain 
single as I do.  ... 28 Those w

ho m
arry w

ill have 
w

orldly troubles…
 32  The unm

arried m
an is anxious 

about the affairs of the Lord, how
 to please the Lord;  

33 but the m
arried m

an is anxious about w
orldly 

affairs, how
 to please his w

ife,  34 and his interests 
are divided.  35 I say this for your ow

n benefit ... to 
secure your undivided devotion to the Lord. 

C
elibacy: Paul

 84 



Sum
m

ing up on Celibacy

�
Jesus in M

att 19:12 is talking about the 
Essenes w

ho practiced celibacy to 
devote them

selves to w
orship.  H

e 
com

m
ends them

 as an exam
ple.

�
C

elibacy in the C
atholic C

hurch is 
Biblical, authentically Jew

ish, and 
beautiful!
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Part II: H
oly O

rders and the Scrolls

�
“All Jesus follow

ers w
ere equal.  There 

w
ere no office holders, pastors, priests, 

bishops etc.” (extrem
e Protestant or secular 

claim
)

�
“The epistles of Paul w

here he describes 
Church leadership aren’t really from

 Paul.” 
(Liberal Protestant accusation)
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Are H
oly O

rders later than Paul?

�W
hat Paul says about the C

hurch has 
m

any parallels w
ith w

hat the 
Q

um
ranites said about their 

com
m

unity
�Excerpts from

 The C
om

m
unity 

R
ule

�
(Know

n as 1Q
S or 1Q

Serek ha-Yahad.  

�
(S

erek m
eans “rule” and Y

ahad m
eans com

m
unity)
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The C
om

m
unity had clear office holders, 

analogous to bishops, priests, deacons:

�
1Q

S 2:19-23: “ They shall do as follow
s annually 

…
: the priests shall pass in review

 first, ranked 
according to their spiritual excellence …

. Then 
the Levites shall follow

, and third all the people 
by rank…

. Thus shall each Israelite know
 his 

proper standing in the C
om

m
unity of G

od, an 
eternal society. N

one shall be dem
oted from

 his 
appointed place, none prom

oted beyond his 
foreordained rank. 
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Com
pare St. Paul:

�
1 Corinthians 14:40: “Let all things be done 
decently and in order.”

�
1 Cor. 12:28 “And G

od has appointed in the 
church first apostles, second prophets, third 
teachers, then w

orkers of m
iracles, then 

healers, helpers, adm
inistrators, speakers in 

various kinds of tongues.”
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The C
om

m
unity w

as ruled by an “overseer” 
(In H

ebrew
 m

ebaqqer, w
hich in G

reek w
ould be episkopos, from

 w
hich 

w
e get the English bishop): 

C
om

m
unity R

ule 6:11-12: “D
uring the 

session of the general m
em

bership no 
m

an should say anything except by the 
perm

ission of the general m
em

bership, 
or m

ore particularly, of the m
an 12  w

ho 
is the O

verseer (m
ebaqqer  or 

episkopos) of the general m
em

bership.”
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Com
pare the Early Church:

�
St. Ignatius of Antioch: “It is essential, 
therefore, that you continue your current 
practice and do nothing w

ithout the bishop, 
but be subject also to the presbytery as to 
the apostles of Jesus Christ…

 Furtherm
ore, 

it is necessary that those w
ho are deacons 

of the m
ysteries of Jesus Christ please 

everyone in every respect.”  Trallians 2:2-3 91 



Com
pare St. Paul in H

ebrew
s

�
H

eb. 13:17   O
bey your leaders and subm

it 
to them

; for they are keeping w
atch over 

your souls, as m
en w

ho w
ill have to give 

account. Let them
 do this joyfully, and not 

sadly, for that w
ould be of no advantage to 

you. 
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St. Paul and Q
um

ran: 3 Levels of 
Leadership

�
Q

um
ran: O

verseer, Priests, Levites

�
St. Paul: Episkopoi (“O

verseers,” Bishops), 
Presbyteroi (“Elders,” priests), Diakonoi 
(“Servers,” Deacons)
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St. Paul on “Bishops”

�Titus 1:7 “For a bishop, as G
od’s 

stew
ard, m

ust be blam
eless; he 

m
ust not be arrogant or quick-

tem
pered or a drunkard or violent 

or greedy for gain”

 94 



St. Paul on Presbuteroi, Priests:

�
Titus 1:5 “This is w

hy I left you in Crete, 
that you m

ight am
end w

hat w
as defective, 

and appoint elders (presbuteroi) in every 
tow

n as I directed you”

�
1 Tim

. 5:17 “Let the elders (presbuteroi) 
w

ho rule w
ell be considered w

orthy of 
double honor, especially those w

ho labor in 
preaching and teaching”
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St. Paul on D
iakonoi, Deacons

�
1 Tim

. 3:8 “Deacons likew
ise m

ust be 
serious, not double-tongued, not 
addicted to m

uch w
ine, not greedy for 

gain …
”

�
1 Tim

. 3:12 “Let deacons be the 
husband of one w

ife, and let them
 

m
anage their children and their 

households w
ell …

”
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Sum
m

ing U
p:

�
Both the Essenes and the Early Church had a 
three-tiered leadership structure

�
U

ltim
ately this w

as based on ancient Israel: 
The H

igh Priest, the Priests, and the Levites.

�
Let us consider the w

ords of the second 
Pope, St. Clem

ent of Rom
e:
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St. Clem
ent of Rom

e:

�
1 Clem

. 40:1   Since, therefore, these things 
are now

 clear to us and w
e have searched into 

the depths of the divine know
ledge, w

e ought 
to do, in order, everything that the M

aster has 
com

m
anded us to perform

 at the appointed 
tim

es.  2 N
ow

 he com
m

anded the offerings and 
services to be perform

ed diligently, and not to 
be done carelessly or in disorder, but at 
designated tim

es and seasons.  
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St. Clem
ent of Rom

e:

�
3 Both w

here and by w
hom

 he w
ants them

 
to be perform

ed, he him
self has determ

ined 
by his suprem

e w
ill, so that all things, being 

done devoutly according to his good 
pleasure, m

ight be acceptable to his w
ill. .  

4 Those, therefore, w
ho m

ake their 
offerings at the appointed tim

es are 
acceptable and blessed: for those w

ho 
follow

 the instructions of the M
aster cannot 

go w
rong. 
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St. Clem
ent of Rom

e:

�
5 For to the high-priest [bishop] the proper 
services have been given, and to the priests the 
proper office has been assigned, and upon the 
Levites [deacons] the proper m

inistries have 
been im

posed. The laym
an is bound by the 

laym
an’s rules. 41:1  Let each of you, brothers, 

in his proper order give thanks to G
od, 

m
aintaining a good conscience, not 

overstepping the designated rule of his 
m

inistry, but acting w
ith reverence. 
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H
oly O

rders:

�
N

either Jesus nor Paul nor any of the Apostles 
had the “hippie com

m
une” m

entality

�
Jesus and the Apostles provided strong and 
clear leadership structure for the Church

�
The Apostles w

ere Jew
ish and thought in these 

categories, like the Essenes, because they w
ere 

shaped by the O
ld Testam

ent Scriptures.
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Part III: M
arriage

�
Catholic “negative” view

s on sexuality com
e from

 St. 
Augustine or som

e m
edieval Pope

�
W

hat the Church actually teaches: Sexuality has tw
o 

goals, the (1) unitive and the (2) procreative.

�
(1) U

nitive: sexuality unites tw
o persons, bonding them

 
closer 

�
(2) Procreative: sexuality is intended to lead to children.
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M
arriage: M

onogam
y

�
The D

am
ascus D

ocum
ent 4:19–5:1: “The Shoddy-

W
all-Builders (Sadducees?) …

 are caught in tw
o: 

fornication, by taking tw
o w

ives in their lifetim
es, 

although the principle of creation is “m
ale and 

fem
ale H

e created them
” (G

enesis 1:27), and those 
w

ho w
ent into the ark “w

ent into the ark tw
o by 

tw
o” (G

enesis 7:9). Concerning the Leader it is 
w

ritten “he shall not m
ultiply w

ives to him
self” 

(Deuteronom
y 17:17).
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Com
pare the Teaching of Jesus:

�
M

att. 19:3   And Pharisees cam
e up to him

 and 
tested him

 by asking, “Is it law
ful to divorce 

one’s w
ife for any cause?”  4 H

e answ
ered, 

“H
ave you not read that he w

ho m
ade them

 
from

 the beginning m
ade them

 m
ale and fem

ale,  
5 and said, ‘For this reason a m

an shall leave his 
father and m

other and be joined to his w
ife, and 

the tw
o shall becom

e one flesh?  6 So they are 
no longer tw

o but one flesh. W
hat therefore G

od 
has joined together, let not m

an put asunder.” 104 



Com
pare the Teaching of Jesus:

�
M

att. 19:7 They said to him
, “W

hy then did 
M

oses com
m

and one to give a certificate of 
divorce, and to put her aw

ay?”  8 H
e said to 

them
, “For your hardness of heart M

oses 
allow

ed you to divorce your w
ives, but from

 
the beginning it w

as not so.  9 And I say to 
you: w

hoever divorces his w
ife, except for 

porneia (unclean union), and m
arries 

another, com
m

its adultery.” 
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Sim
ilarities

�1. Appeal to the creation order.

�2. N
o tw

o w
ives in their lifetim

es. 106 



Essenes on Sexuality

�
“M

oreover, there is another order of Essenes, w
ho 

agree w
ith the rest as to their w

ay of living …
 but 

differ from
 them

 in the point of m
arriage, as thinking 

that …
 if all m

en should be of the sam
e opinion, the 

w
hole race of m

ankind w
ould fail.  But they do not 

use to accom
pany w

ith their w
ives w

hen they are 
w

ith child, as a dem
onstration that they do not m

arry 
out of regard to pleasure, but for the sake of 
posterity.” (Josephus, W

ar 2:160)

�
N

ote: m
arital relations not intended principally for 

pleasure, but for procreation.
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W
here w

ould they get such a 
strange idea?

�
Psalm

 128:
1 Blessed is every one w

ho fears the LO
RD, w

ho w
alks in 

his w
ays!  …

3 Your w
ife w

ill be like a fruitful vine w
ithin your house; 

your children w
ill be like olive shoots around your table.  

4 Lo, thus shall the m
an be blessed w

ho fears the LO
RD…

.
6 M

ay you see your children’s children! Peace be upon 
Israel! 

�
Scripture describes children as a blessing, not a cause of 
poverty or an im

pedim
ent to a w

om
an’s career 

com
petitiveness.

 108 



Jesus on m
arriage and children:

�
“But from

 the beginning of creation, G
od 

m
ade them

 m
ale and fem

ale.
For this reason a m

an shall leave his father 
and m

other and be joined to his w
ife,

and the tw
o shall becom

e one flesh.
So they are no longer tw

o but one flesh.
Therefore w

hat G
od has joined together,

no hum
an being m

ust separate.” (M
ark 10:6-9) 
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Jesus on m
arriage and children:

�
M

ark 10:13-16:
And people w

ere bringing children …
 but the 

disciples rebuked them
. W

hen Jesus saw
 this he 

becam
e indignant …

"Let the children com
e to m

e; 
do not prevent them

, for the kingdom
 of G

od 
belongs to such as these. …

 Then he em
braced 

them
 and blessed them

, placing his hands on them
.

�
Is it just an accident that Jesus first teachings on 
m

arriage, then says, “Let the children com
e …

 do 
not prevent them

”?

 110 



Catholic Teaching on Sexuality

�
Practiced w

ithin m
arriage, w

hich is the only suitable 
environm

ent to “let the children com
e.”

�
Procreative acts outside of m

arriage are irresponsible.

�
Deliberately preventing the “com

ing of children” 
(contraception) w

hile engaging in the very acts designed 
to “bring children”, is w

rong.  

�
Society w

ants to split pleasure from
 procreation.

�
The Church w

ants to keep it together: “w
hat G

od has 
joined together, let not m

an separate.”
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W
rapping up: M

arriage

�
The Dead Sea Scrolls show

 us Jew
ish roots of 

Catholic teaching on m
arriage:

�
M

onogam
y (w

hich consistently applied rules out 
…

)

�
Divorce (w

hich results in serial polygam
y)

�
The link of sexuality to children

�
Sex not sim

ply for pleasure (concept m
uch 

older than St. Augustine, M
edieval Popes, etc.) 112 



The D
ead Sea Scrolls and 

Preaching on Baptism
1.

W
as baptism

 practiced by the Essenes?
2.

W
as John the Baptist an Essene?

3.
W
hat is the O

ld Testam
ent Basis for Baptism

?
4.

W
hat is Catholic theology of Baptism

?

 113 



�
N
ot exactly, but the did practice daily 

physical/spiritual w
ashing:

�
The Com

m
unity Rule 3:6  For only through the spirit 

pervading G
od’s true com

m
unity can there be 

atonem
ent for a m

an’s w
ays …

 7 thus only can he 
gaze upon the light of life and so be joined to H

is 
truth by H

is holy spirit, purified from
 all  8  iniquity... 

O
nly thus can he really receive the purifying w

aters 
and be purged by the cleansing flow

.

D
id the Essenes Baptize?
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M
iqva’ot at Q

um
ran
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M
iqva’ot at Q

um
ran
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M
iqva’ot at Q

um
ran
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W
as John the Baptist an Essene?

W
as John the Baptist an Essene? 118 



�
M
ark 1:4 John the baptizer appeared in the 

w
ilderness, preaching a baptism

 of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  5 And 
there w

ent out to him
 all the country of 

Judea, and all the people of Jerusalem
; and 

they w
ere baptized by him

 in the river Jordan, 
confessing their sins. 7 H

e preached, saying, 
“After m

e com
es he w

ho is m
ightier than I …

 
8 I have baptized you w

ith w
ater; but he w

ill 
baptize you w

ith the H
oly Spirit.”
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�
Sim

ilarities betw
een John and the Essenes:

�
John w

as out in the sam
e region

�
H
e w

as preaching w
ater w

ashing associated 
w
ith the H

oly Spirit
�
H
e expected the M

essiah anytim
e soon

W
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�
Josephus, Life: §10 “W

hen I w
as about sixteen years 

old, I m
ade trial of the several sects …

 The first is …
 

the Pharisees, the second …
 the Sadducees,  the third 

…
 the Essenes …

  so I …
 underw

ent great difficulties 
and w

ent through them
 all …

 But w
hen I w

as 
inform

ed that one, w
hose nam

e w
as Bannus, lived in 

the desert, and used no other clothing than grew
 

upon trees, and had no other food than w
hat grew

 of 
its ow

n accord, and bathed him
self in cold w

ater 
frequently …

 in order to preserve his chastity, I 
im

itated him
 in those things, and continued w

ith him
 

three years.”
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�
Both John the Baptist and Bannus m

ay 
have been kicked out of the Essenes.

�
The point at issue: probably outreach to 
the G

entiles.
�
They had to eat off the land to keep 
their oaths.
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�
Josephus W

ar 2:143 But for those that are caught in 
any heinous sins, they cast them

 out of their society; 
and he w

ho is thus separated from
 them

, does often 
die after a m

iserable m
anner; for as is bound by the 

oath he hath taken, and by the custom
s he hath been 

engaged in, he is not at liberty to partake of that food 
that he m

eets w
ith elsew

here, but is forced to eat 
grass, and to fam

ish his body w
ith hunger till he 

perish …
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�
W
ater w

ashing w
as associated w

ith m
ost m

ajor 
covenants in the O

ld Testam
ent:

�
Adam

ic Covenant: w
orld “born” through w

ater (G
en 

1:2)
�
N
oahic Covenant: w

orld “w
ashed” through w

ater (1 
Pet 3:20)

�
M
osaic Covenant: Israel “born” and “w

ashed” by 
crossing the Red Sea (Ex 14:16)

�
D
avidic Covenant: N

ew
 king “w

ashed” before taking 
throne (1 Kgs 1:38)

W
hat is the O

T basis for Baptizing? 124 



�Isaiah 44:33 For I w
ill pour w

ater 
on the thirsty land, and stream

s 
on the dry ground; I w

ill pour m
y 

Spirit upon your descendants, 
and m

y blessing on your 
offspring. 

The Prophecies:
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�
Ezek 36:25 I w

ill sprinkle clean w
ater upon you, 

and you shall be clean from
 all your 

uncleannesses, and from
 all your idols I w

ill 
cleanse you.  26 A new

 heart I w
ill give you, and a 

new
 spirit I w

ill put w
ithin you…

  27 And I w
ill put 

m
y spirit w

ithin you, and cause you to w
alk in m

y 
statutes and be careful to observe m

y ordinances.

The Prophecies
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�
John 3:5 Jesus answ

ered, “Truly, truly, I say to 
you, unless one is born of w

ater and the Spirit, 
he cannot enter the kingdom

 of G
od…

9 
N
icodem

us said to him
, “H

ow
 can this be?”  10 

Jesus answ
ered him

, “Are you a teacher of 
Israel, and yet you do not understand this? 

The Prophecies
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�
John the Evangelist, once a disciple of John the 
Baptist:

�
John 1:35  John w

as standing w
ith tw

o of his disciples;  
36 and he looked at Jesus as he w

alked, and said, 
“Behold, the Lam

b of G
od!”  37 The tw

o disciples 
heard him

 say this, and they follow
ed Jesus…

40 O
ne 

of the tw
o …

 w
as Andrew

, Sim
on Peter’s brother. 

�
But w

ho w
as the other?  

Catholic Theology of Baptism
: 

Learning from
 St. John the Evangelist

 128 



�
John 9:1   As he passed by, he saw

 a m
an blind from

 
his birth.  2 And his disciples asked him

, “Rabbi, w
ho 

sinned, this m
an or his parents, that he w

as born 
blind?”  3 Jesus answ

ered, “It w
as not that this m

an 
sinned, or his parents, but that the w

orks of G
od 

m
ight be m

ade m
anifest in him

.  4 W
e m

ust w
ork the 

w
orks of him

 w
ho sent m

e, w
hile it is day; night 

com
es, w

hen no one can w
ork.  5 As long as I am

 in 
the w

orld, I am
 the light of the w

orld. 

Catholic Theology of Baptism
: John 9 129 



�
6 As he said this, he spat on the ground and m

ade clay 
of the spittle and anointed the m

an’s eyes w
ith the 

clay,  7 saying to him
, “G

o, w
ash in the pool of Siloam

” 
(w

hich m
eans Sent). So he w

ent and w
ashed and 

cam
e back seeing.  8 The neighbors and those w

ho 
had seen him

 before as a beggar, said, “Is not this the 
m
an w

ho used to sit and beg?”  9 Som
e said, “It is 

he”; others said, “N
o, but he is like him

.” H
e said, “I 

am
 the m

an.”

Catholic Theology of Baptism
: John 9 130 



�John 9:1   As he passed by, he saw
 a 

m
an blind from

 his birth.  2 And his 
disciples asked him

, “Rabbi, w
ho 

sinned, this m
an or his parents, that 

he w
as born blind?

Catholic Theology of Baptism
: John 9 131 



�
W
e are all born in the darkness of original sin:

�
1250 Born w

ith a fallen hum
an nature and 

tainted by original sin, children also have 
need of the new

 birth in Baptism
 to be freed 

from
 the pow

er of darkness and brought into 
the realm

 of the freedom
 of the children of 

G
od, to w

hich all m
en are called. 

Catholic Theology of Baptism
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�
John 9:3 Jesus answ

ered, “It w
as not that this m

an 
sinned, or his parents, but that the w

orks of G
od 

m
ight be m

ade m
anifest in him

.”

�
Baptism

 is the w
ork of G

od:
�

1266 The M
ost H

oly Trinity gives the baptized 
sanctifying grace, the grace of justification, enabling 
them

 to believe in G
od, to hope in him

, and to love 
him

 through the theological virtues

Catholic Theology of Baptism
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�
John 9:4 W

e m
ust w

ork the w
orks of him

 w
ho sent 

m
e, w

hile it is day; night com
es, w

hen no one can 
w
ork.  5 As long as I am

 in the w
orld, I am

 the light of 
the w

orld.
�

Baptism
 is enlightenm

ent:
�

1216 “This bath is called enlightenm
ent, because those w

ho 
receive this [catechetical] instruction are enlightened in 
their understanding.…

” H
aving received in Baptism

 the 
W

ord, “the true light that enlightens every m
an,” the 

person baptized has been “enlightened,” he becom
es a 

“son of light,” indeed, he becom
es “light” him

self.

Catholic Theology of Baptism

 134 



�
John 9:6 “As he said this, he spat on the ground and 
m
ade clay of the spittle and anointed the m

an’s eyes 
w
ith the clay”

�
H
uh?

�
Com

pare the D
ead Sea Scrolls:

�
 The Com

m
unity Rule 11:21-22  “As w

hat can he, born 
of a w

om
an, be reckoned before You? Kneaded from

 
dust, his body is but the bread of w

orm
s; he is so 

m
uch spit,  m

ere nipped-off clay—
and for clay his 

longing.”

Catholic Theology of Baptism
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�
The point of the spitting and clay is new

 creation!
�

1214 This sacram
ent is called Baptism

, after the central 
rite by w

hich it is carried out: “to baptize” m
eans to 

“plunge” or “im
m

erse”; the “plunge” into the w
ater 

sym
bolizes the catechum

en’s burial into Christ’s death, 
from

 w
hich he rises up by resurrection w

ith him
, as “a 

new
 creature.”

�
1 Cor 5:17: Therefore, if any one is in Christ, he is a new

 
creation!”

Catholic Theology of Baptism
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�
John 9:7 saying to him

, “G
o, w

ash in the pool of 
Siloam

” (w
hich m

eans Sent). 

�
Siloam

 catches the w
aters of the G

ihon, the m
ystical 

river of Eden (G
en 2:13): Another new

 creation im
age!

Catholic Theology of Baptism
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G
ihon
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�
John 9:7 saying to him

, “G
o, w

ash in the pool of Siloam
” 

(w
hich m

eans Sent). 

�
W
hen w

e are baptized, w
e share in Christ’s m

ission, or 
sending:

�
1270 “Reborn as sons of G

od, [the baptized] m
ust profess 

before m
en the faith they have received from

 G
od 

through the Church” and participate in the apostolic and 
m

issionary activity of the People of G
od.

Catholic Theology of Baptism
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�
John 9:7 So he w

ent and w
ashed and cam

e back 
seeing.  

�
1243 The w

hite garm
ent sym

bolizes that the person 
baptized has “put on Christ,” has risen w

ith Christ. 
The candle, lit from

 the Easter candle, signifies that 
Christ has enlightened the neophyte. In him

 the 
baptized are “the light of the w

orld.”

Catholic Theology of Baptism
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�
8 The neighbors and those w

ho had seen him
 before 

as a beggar, said, “Is not this the m
an w

ho used to sit 
and beg?”  9 Som

e said, “It is he”; others said, “N
o, 

but he is like him
.” H

e said, “I AM
.” 

�
1265 Baptism

 not only purifies from
 all sins, but also 

m
akes the neophyte “a new

 creation,” an adopted 
son of G

od, w
ho has becom

e a “partaker of the 
divine nature,” m

em
ber of Christ and co-heir w

ith 
him

 …

Catholic Theology of Baptism
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�
O
bjection: “Baptism

 doesn’t save you, it’s just 
an external sign of faith.”

�
1 Pet. 3:21 “Baptism

, w
hich corresponds to 

this, now
 saves you, not as a rem

oval of dirt 
from

 the body but as an appeal to G
od for a 

clear conscience”
�
Baptism

 is “the w
ork of G

od” (John 9)

Answ
ering Protestant O

bjections 144 



�
O
bjection 2: “Faith saves you, not w

ater”
�
M
ark 16:16: “W

hoever believes and is baptised 
w
ill be saved”

�
John 3:5: “U

nless one is born of w
ater and the 

spirit he cannot enter the kingdom
 of G

od.”
�
G
od saves us through signs (i.e. sacram

ents) 
received in faith.

Answ
ering O

bjections
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�
O
bjection 3: “Children can’t have faith and should not 

be baptized.”
�
Acts 2:38 Peter said …

“Repent, and be baptized every 
one of you …

 For the prom
ise is to you and to your 

children …
”

�
Acts 16:33 And [the Philippian jailor] took them

 the 
sam

e hour of the night, and w
ashed their w

ounds, 
and he w

as baptized at once, w
ith all his fam

ily.

Answ
ering O

bjections
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�
John the Baptist probably connected w

ith Q
um

ran
�
The Essenes anticipated Baptism

 by their practices
�
The O

ld Testam
ent predicts a spirit-filled w

ater 
w
ashing.

�
John 9, the Gospel for Laetare Sunday (A), is ideal for 
preaching on Baptism

�
Catholic theology of Baptism

 is rooted in the O
ld 

Testam
ent, Judaism

, and the N
ew

 Testam
ent.

The D
ead Sea Scrolls and Preaching 

on Baptism
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D
id the Essenes have a m

eal ritual like the Eucharist?
W

hat Scriptures inspired their m
eal ritual?

W
hat light does Q

um
ran shed on the Last Supper?

W
hat light does Q

um
ran shed on the Eucharist?

The Jew
ish Roots of the 

The Jew
ish Roots of the 

Eucharist:
Eucharist:

 148 



�
The H

istorian Josephus’ report:
�

“They labor …
 till the fifth hour. A

fterw
ards …

 they 
assem

ble …
 ; and w

hen they have clothed 
them

selves in w
hite veils, they then bathe …

 in 
cold w

ater. A
nd after this purification …

 they …
 

m
eet together in a private room

, into w
hich …

 no 
other sect m

ay enter; w
hile they go, after a pure 

m
anner, into the dining room

; as into a …
 holy 

tem
ple,  and quietly set them

selves dow
n; upon 

w
hich the baker lays them

 loaves in order;

D
id the Essenes have a “Eucharist”? 149 



�
…

  but a priest says grace before the m
eal; 

and it is unlaw
ful for any one to taste of the 

food before grace be said. The sam
e priest, 

w
hen he has dined, says grace again after 

the m
eal; and w

hen they begin, and w
hen 

they end, they praise G
od…

; after w
hich 

they lay aside their [w
hite] garm

ents, and 
labor again till the evening …

” (W
ar 2:129-

131)

D
id the Essenes H
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�
The C

om
m

unity Rule 6:2-5:
�

“They shall eat, pray and deliberate com
m

unally. 
W

herever ten m
en belonging to the party of the 

C
om

m
unity are gathered, a priest m

ust alw
ays be 

present. The m
en shall sit before the priest by 

rank.... W
hen the table has been set for eating or 

the new
 w

ine readied for drinking, it is the priest 
w

ho shall stretch out his hand first, blessing the 
first portion of the bread or the new

 w
ine.”

D
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�Excom
m

unication!
�

C
om

m
unity Rule 6:24-25:  “These are the 

rules by w
hich cases are to be decided at a 

com
m

unity inquiry. If there be found 
am

ong them
 a m

an w
ho has lied about 

m
oney and done so know

ingly, they shall 
bar him

 from
 the pure m

eals of the general 
m

em
bership for one year …

”

D
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�
A

ppendix to the C
om

m
unity R

ule (1Q
Sa) 2:14 .Then the 

[M
ess]iah of Israel m

ay en[ter,] and the heads 15  of the 
th[ousands of Israel] are to sit before him

 by rank.... 
[W

hen] they gather [at the] com
m

unal [tab]le, …
 none 

[m
ay re]ach for the first portion 19  of the bread or [the 

w
ine] before the Priest. For [he] shall [bl]ess the first 

portion of the bread 20  and the w
ine, [reac]hing for the 

bread first. A
fterw

[ard] the M
essiah of Israel [shall re]ach 

21  for the bread. [Finally,] ea[ch] m
em

ber of the w
hole 

congregation …
 [by] rank. This procedure shall govern 22  

every m
e[al], provided at least ten m

e[n are ga]thered 
together. 

D
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�
Their com

m
unal m

eal anticipated the m
eal w

ith 
the M

essiah in the final age.
�

The priest officiated at the m
eal.

�
The m

eal w
as bread and w

ine.
�

O
ne had to be a m

em
ber of the com

m
unity to 

take the m
eal.

�
Sinning against the com

m
unity m

eant loss of 
access to the m

eal.

D
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�
The fam

ous m
eal-sacrifice of the Priest-K

ing 
M

elchizedek:
�

“A
nd M

elchizedek king of Salem
 brought out 

bread and w
ine; he w

as priest of G
od M

ost H
igh.  

19 A
nd he blessed him

 and said, “Blessed be 
A

bram
 by G

od M
ost H

igh, m
aker of heaven and 

earth;  20 and blessed be G
od M

ost H
igh, w

ho has 
delivered your enem

ies into your hand!” A
nd 

A
bram

 gave him
 a tenth of everything.” (G

enesis 
14:18-20)

W
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�
The Essenes thought M

elchizedek w
ould return at the 

end of tim
e!

�
“They are the inherit[ance of M

elchize]dek, w
ho w

ill 
return them

 to w
hat is rightfully theirs. H

e w
ill 

proclaim
 to them

 the jubilee, thereby releasing th[em
 

from
 the debt of a]ll their sins.” (11Q

M
elch 2:5-7)

�
 “Therefore M

elchizedek w
ill thoroughly prosecute 

the vengeance required by G
o[d’s] statutes. [In that 

day he w
ill de]liv[er them

 from
 the pow

er] of 
Beelzebub (Satan)…

” (11Q
M

elch 2:13)

W
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�
The Essenes thought M

elchizedek w
ould 

announce the final Jubilee Year and D
ay of 

A
tonem

ent.
�

H
e w

ould atone for sins, and w
as virtually divine.

�
So their m

eal m
ay w

ell have been m
odeled on 

M
elchizedek’s m

eal-sacrifice.
�

“Look w
ith favor on these offerings and accept 

them
 as once you accepted …

  the bread and w
ine 

offered by your priest M
elchisedech.” EP I

W
hat Scriptures inspired this m

eal? 157 



�
M

eals w
ere alm

ost alw
ays involved in covenant-

m
aking:

�
Exodus 24:8-10: “A

nd M
oses took the blood and 

threw
 it upon the people, and said, ‘Behold the 

blood of the covenant w
hich the LO

RD
 has m

ade 
w

ith you in accordance w
ith all these w

ords.’ Then 
M

oses and …
 the elders of Israel w

ent up,  10 and 
they saw

 the G
od of Israel …

 A
nd he did not lay 

his hand on the chief m
en of the people of Israel; 

they beheld G
od, and ate and drank.”

W
hat Scriptures inspired this m
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�
H

oly K
ing D

avid gave a m
eal of bread and w

ine to 
all his people w

hen the A
rk cam

e to Jerusalem
, 

just before G
od m

ade a covenant w
ith him

:
�

2 Sam
 6:17-19: “A

nd they brought in the ark of the 
LO

RD
 …

 A
nd w

hen D
avid had finished offering …

 
he blessed the people in the nam

e of the LO
RD

 of 
hosts, and distributed am

ong all the people…
 to 

each a cake of bread, a portion of m
eat, and a cup 

of w
ine. Then all the people departed, each to his 

house.”

W
hat Scriptures inspired this m
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�
Isaiah prom

ised an end-tim
es m

eal that w
ould 

share the D
avidic C

ovenant:
�

Is. 55:1   “H
o, every one w

ho thirsts, com
e to the 

w
aters; and he w

ho has no m
oney, com

e, buy and 
eat! C

om
e, buy w

ine and m
ilk w

ithout m
oney …

 
H

earken diligently to m
e, and eat w

hat is good, 
and delight yourselves in fatness.  3 Incline your 
ear, and com

e to m
e …

 and I w
ill m

ake w
ith you 

an everlasting covenant; indeed, m
y covenant-

faithfulness for D
avid.  (M

y translation)

W
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�
Isaiah’s prophecy echoes Proverbs:

�
Prov. 9:1-6:  “W

isdom
 has built her house, she has 

set up her seven pillars.  She has slaughtered her 
beasts, she has m

ixed her w
ine, she has also set 

her table. She has sent out her m
aids to call from

 
the highest places in the tow

n, ‘W
hoever is 

sim
ple, let him

 turn in here! …
 C

om
e, eat of m

y 
bread and drink of the w

ine I have m
ixed. Leave 

sim
pleness, and live, and w

alk in the w
ay of 

insight.’”

W
hat Scriptures inspired this m
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The Essenes at their M
eal
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�
A set of curious facts:

1. The anointing at Bethany in John vs Synoptics: 
(The “Synoptics” are the other three G

ospels: M
atthew

, M
ark, and John)

�
John 12:1 Six days before the Passover, Jesus cam

e to 
Bethany, w

here Lazarus w
as, w

hom
 Jesus had raised from

 
the dead. 

�
M

ark 14:1 It w
as now

 tw
o days before the Passover and the 

feast of U
nleavened Bread. A

nd the chief priests and the 
scribes w

ere seeking how
 to arrest him

 by stealth, and kill 
him

;
�

W
hy the difference?  Is this a m

istake? 

Light from
 Q

um
ran 

on the Last Supper?

 163 



2. Jesus’ instructions for the Last Supper:
�Luke 22:10 H

e said to them
,  “Behold, w

hen 
you have entered the city, a m

an carrying a 
jar of w

ater w
ill m

eet you; follow
 him

 into 
the house w

hich he enters …
�

W
hat’s that all about?

A
 curious set of facts …
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This is actually a little odd:
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3. Apparent conflict of date of Passover:
�

M
ark 14:12 A

nd on the first day of U
nleavened 

Bread, w
hen they celebrate the passover, his disciples 

said to him
,  “W

here w
ill you have us go and prepare 

for you to eat the passover?”
 

�
John 19:13 W

hen Pilate heard these w
ords, he 

brought Jesus out and sat dow
n on the judgm

ent seat 
at a place called The Pavem

ent, and in H
ebrew

, 
G

abbatha.  14 N
ow

 it w
as the day of Preparation of 

the Passover; it w
as about the sixth hour …

A
 curious set of facts …
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�
The Essenes had a different calendar!
�

4Q
252 2:2  That day N

oah w
ent out from

 the ark, at 
the end of an exact year,  3  three hundred and sixty 
four days, 

�
4Q

394 f3_7i:1  (A
19) [O

n the tw
enty-eighth of the 

m
onth is] a Sabbath. The m

onth continues w
ith the 

day after [the ]S[abbath (Sunday), the second day, 
and an [addi]tion [of the third day.] The year is 
com

plete: three hundred si[xty-four]  days…

The m
ystery begins to unravel …
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�
The Essenes lived in celibate com

m
unity:

�
D

am
ascus D

ocum
ent 7:4 In short, for all w

ho 
conduct their lives 5  by these law

s, in perfect 
holiness, according to all the instructions, G

od’s 
covenant stands firm

 6  to give them
 life for 

thousands of generations. BU
T if they live in cam

ps 
according to the rule of the land and m

arry 7  
w

om
en and beget children, then let them

 live in 
accordance w

ith the Law
, and by the ordinance …

The m
ystery begins to unravel …
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�Large num
bers of Essenes lived 

celibately in Jerusalem
, because they 

prohibited relations in the H
oly C

ity 
because of ritual cleanliness (Lev 
15:18)

The m
ystery begins to unravel …
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�Essene Passover w
as alw

ays on a 
Tuesday

�They celebrated w
ithout a lam

b
�

The traditional site of the C
enacle is in the 

E
ssene quarter of Jerusalem

The m
ystery begins to unravel …
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�D
ifferent dates of Bethany anointing

�Strange m
an carrying w

ater
�D

ifferent days identified as Passover
�The archeology of the C

enacle
�All the trials Jesus undergoes: Annas, 

C
aiaphas, H

erod, Pilate (m
ultiple tim

es)
�2 patristic refs. to L. Supper on Tuesday

Suddenly w
e can explain:
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� �
Jesus celebrated the Last Supper on a 
Jesus celebrated the Last Supper on a 
Tuesday w

ith the 
Tuesday w

ith the Essenes
Essenes

� �
H

e 
H

e died on Friday about w
hen the lam

bs 
died on Friday about w

hen the lam
bs 

w
ere being sacrificed for the Tem

ple 
w

ere being sacrificed for the Tem
ple 

Passover on 
Passover on Saturday

Saturday

� �
N

either John nor the other G
ospels is 

N
either John nor the other G

ospels is 
incorrect.
incorrect.

Light from
 Q

um
ran on the Last Supper? 172 



�
Luke 22:19: A

nd he took bread, and w
hen he had given 

thanks he broke it and gave it to them
, saying, “This is 

m
y body w

hich is given for you. D
o this in 

rem
em

brance of m
e.”  20 A

nd likew
ise the cup after 

supper, saying, “This cup w
hich is poured out for you 

is the new
 covenant in m

y blood.”
�

This is the long-aw
aited m

eal w
ith the M

essiah.
�

Jesus giving thanks and blessing the bread and w
ine is 

a priestly act.
�

H
e’s conferring a priestly status on the disciples.

Light from
 Q

um
ran on the Eucharist? 173 



�
Luke 22:28   “You are those w

ho have continued w
ith 

m
e in m

y trials;  29 and I covenant to you, as m
y 

Father covenanted to m
e, a kingdom

,  30 that you m
ay 

eat and drink at m
y table in m

y kingdom
, and sit on 

thrones judging the tw
elve tribes of Israel.

�
Echoes here of M

elchizedek (priest, king) and D
avid

�
V

ice-royal status being given to the apostles
�

This is seen in our bishops
�

N
ote the covenant-m

eal connection

Light from
 Q

um
ran on the Eucharist?
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�
Last Supper no m

ere “m
em

orial m
eal” as non-

C
atholics som

etim
es think.

�
D

isciples w
ould have understood the priestly and 

m
essianic significance of Jesus’ actions

�
D

isciples had concept of bread-and-w
ine m

eal w
ith 

the M
essiah in the end tim

es, à la M
elchizedek and 

K
ing D

avid
�

Eucharist is covenant m
eal m

aking us G
od’s fam

ily
�

Eucharist also goes beyond anything Essenes im
agined

Sum
m

ing U
p: Q

um
ran &

 the Eucharist 175 



� �

The D
ead Sea Scrolls 

The D
ead Sea Scrolls 

and Preaching St. Paul
and Preaching St. Paul

U
nexpected Light from

 the D
ead Sea Scrolls 

U
nexpected Light from

 the D
ead Sea Scrolls 

on a M
ajor C

hristian C
ontroversy

on a M
ajor C

hristian C
ontroversy
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�
�

G
al. 2:16:  Yet w

ho know
 that a m

an is not justified 
by w

orks of the law
 but through faith in Jesus C

hrist, 
even w

e have believed in C
hrist Jesus, in order to be 

justified by faith in C
hrist, and not by w

orks of the 
law

, because by w
orks of the law

 shall no one be 
justified. (11

th Sun O
T, C

)
�

Rom
. 3:28: For w

e hold that a m
an is justified by faith 

apart from
 w

orks of law
. (9

th Sun O
T, A

)

W
hat D

oes St. Paul M
ean by 

“W
orks of the Law

”?
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�
�

Protestant: “W
orks of the Law

” are good w
orks, 

indeed, any hum
an effort to obey G

od. [M
artin 

Luther]
�

C
atholic: “W

orks of the Law
” m

eans obedience to the 
O

ld (M
osaic) C

ovenant, especially its rituals [St. 
Thom

as A
quinas]

�
Protestant positions on this can becom

e extrem
e.

C
atholic vs. Protestant
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�
�

A
 docum

ent called 4Q
M

M
T found in 

the scrolls has the only extra-biblical 
use of St. Paul’s phrase “w

orks of the 
law

” in ancient literature.

W
hat do the D

SS say about this? 179 



�
�

 4Q
M

M
T: “M

iqtsat M
a’asei ha-Torah”

�
 “Precepts of the W

orks of the Law
”

�
 A

 letter from
 the Essenes to the 

Pharisees about ritual purity
�

 The only use of the phrase “w
orks of 

the law
” in ancient literature outside of 

Paul

4Q
M

M
T
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�
4Q

M
M

T
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�
4Q

M
M

T
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�
�

“N
ow

, w
e have w

ritten to you som
e of the w

orks of the 
Law

, those w
hich w

e determ
ined w

ould be beneficial for 
you and your people, because w

e have seen that you 
possess insight and know

ledge of the Law
. U

nderstand all 
these things and beseech H

im
 to set your counsel straight 

and so keep you aw
ay from

 evil thoughts and the counsel 
of Belial.  Then you shall rejoice at the end tim

e w
hen you 

find the essence of our w
ords to be true.   A

nd it w
ill be 

reckoned to you as righteousness, in that you have done 
w

hat is right and good before H
im

, to your ow
n benefit 

and to that of Israel.”

The End of 4Q
M

M
T
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�
�

Purity of liquids poured from
 one container to 

another
�

Im
purity of bones and anim

al hides
�

D
ogs in Jerusalem

 (big no-no!)
�

Skin diseases
�

K
eeping aw

ay from
 G

entiles
�

Blind and deaf not allow
ed in Tem

ple

So W
hat A

re These 
“W

orks of the Law
”?
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�
�

 C
atholic position vindicated: 

“W
orks of the Law

” seem
s to be an 

idiom
 for the cultic and ritual 

observances of the M
osaic law

, not 
a reference to good w

orks in 
general.

The Im
plications
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�
Sorry, Luther!
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�
�

W
e do not believe that w

e “earn our w
ay to heaven” 

by “being good enough.”
�

W
e don’t “get into heaven” if our

“good deeds” outw
eigh our “bad”

�
These are sim

plistic caricatures

�
W

e do believe in “salvation by 
grace alone”  or “sola gratia”

U
nderstanding C

atholic 
Teaching on Salvation
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�
�

W
e believe in salvation “by faith w

orking through 
love”

�
Faith m

ust express itself in love:
�

Rom
 2:13: “For it is not the hearers of the law

 w
ho 

are righteous before G
od, but the doers of the law

” 
(possible pun)

�
M

att. 7:19: “Every tree that does not bear good fruit is 
cut dow

n and throw
n into the fire.”

�
Jam

es 2:17: “Faith by itself, if it has no w
orks, is 

dead.” (24
th O

T, B)

U
nderstanding C

atholic 
Teaching on Salvation
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�
A

 Rough A
nalogy:

G
race

FaithSoul

G
ood W

orks
Salvation
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�
A

 Rough A
nalogy:

G
race

FaithSoul

G
ood W

orks
Salvation

Sin!
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�
�

The w
hole section §§1987-2029

�
§2003: “G

race is first and forem
ost the gift of 

the Spirit w
ho justifies and sanctifies us.”

�
§2002: “G

od’s free initiative dem
ands m

an’s 
free response.”

�
§2011: “The saints have alw

ays had a lively 
aw

areness that their m
erits w

ere pure grace:

The C
atechism

 on Salvation 191 



�
�

§2011: “The saints have alw
ays had a lively 

aw
areness that their m

erits w
ere pure grace:

�
A

fter earth's exile, I hope to go and enjoy you in the 
fatherland, but I do not w

ant to lay up m
erits for 

heaven. I w
ant to w

ork for your love alone. . . . In the 
evening of this life, I shall appear before you w

ith 
em

pty hands, for I do not ask you, Lord, to count 
m

y w
orks. A

ll our justice is blem
ished in your eyes. 

I w
ish, then, to be clothed in your ow

n justice and to 
receive from

 your love the eternal possession of 
yourself. —

Thérèse of Lisieux

The C
atechism

 on Salvation 192 



�
�

The Scrolls support the C
atholic view

 that “w
orks of 

the law
” are O

T rituals, not good w
orks

�
N

onetheless, w
e do not teach “w

orks righteousness” 
or “earning our salvation”

�
By faith, w

e receive G
od’s grace, w

hich em
pow

ers 
our good w

orks.
�

In the end, it is all by G
od’s grace.

Sum
m

ing U
p:
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