
Dr. Brant Pitre  The Mass Readings Explained 

Jesus, Divorce, and Remarriage 
(27th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B) 

Genesis 2:18-24—Man, Woman, and the First “Wedding” 
1. Woman: created from the “rib” (lit. “side”) of the “man” (2:21) 
2. Unity: of Man (Hebrew ’ish) and “Woman” (Hebrew ’ishshah) (2:23) 
3. Marriage: “therefore a man leaves his father and his mother…” (2:24) 

Psalm 128 
1. Happiness: wife like a “fruitful vine”; children like “olive shoots” at table (v. 3) 

Hebrews 2:9-11—Jesus was Made “Lower than the Angels” 
1. Jesus: “for whom and by whom all things exist” (2:10) 

Mark 10:2-16—Jesus, the Pharisees, and Divorce and Remarriage 
1. Pharisees: “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?” (10:2) 
2. Law of Moses: “Moses allowed a man to write a certificate of divorce” (10:4) 

 “When a man takes a wife and marries her, if then she finds no favor in his eyes 
because he has found some indecency (Hebrew ‘erwat dabar) in her, and he 
writes her a bill of divorce and puts it in her hand and sends her out of his house, 
and she departs out of his house... (Deuteronomy 24:1) 

3. Deuteronomy (= “Second Law”) = “For your hardness of heart” (10:5) 
4. Genesis: Jesus responds by appealing to the first book of the Jewish Torah 
 a. “God made them male and female” (Gen 1:27) 
 b. “The two become one flesh…” (Gen 2:24) 
5. Divorce, Remarriage, and Adultery: 
 a. Husband: “whoever divorces his wife and marries another” ! “adultery” 
 b. Wife: “whoever divorces her husband and marries another” ! “adultery” 
6. Jesus and Children: reception and imitation of “child” (10:13-16) 

The Catechism on Remarriage after Divorce 
Divorce is a grave offense against the natural law. It claims to break the contract, to 
which the spouses freely consented, to live with each other till death. Divorce does injury 
to the covenant of salvation, of which sacramental marriage is the sign. Contracting a 
new union, even if it is recognized by civil law, adds to the gravity of the rupture: the 
remarried spouse is then in a situation of public and permanent adultery. (CCC 2384) 

The Catechism on Innocent Spouses 
It can happen that one of the spouses is the innocent victim of a divorce decreed by civil 
law; this spouse therefore has not contravened the moral law. There is a considerable 
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difference between a spouse who has sincerely tried to be faithful to the sacrament of 
marriage and is unjustly abandoned, and one who through his own grave fault destroys a 
canonically valid marriage. (CCC 2386) 
 
 

Questions for Discussion and Reflection (27th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B) 

1. How is God the author of matrimony? Is marriage just a human institution, or is it 
divine? What is God’s purpose for marriage? 

2. Why does Jesus prohibit divorce and remarriage? How seriously does Jesus take it? 
How is it connected to the 6th Commandment? (cf. Exodus 20) 

3. What does the Catechism teach about divorce and remarriage? (CCC 2384-86)  

 
 

For Further Study 
1. Mary Healy. The Gospel of Mark. Catholic Commentary on Sacred Scripture. Grand 

Rapids: Baker Academic, 2008. Pp. 195-204. 
2. Edith Barnecut, Journey with the Fathers: Commentaries on the Sunday Gospels Year 

B (Hyde Park: New City Press, 1993), 122-23. 

!  2
For Bible studies on CD,DVD,MP3  visit www.BrantPitre.com 

http://www.BrantPitre.com

