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Jesus, the Angels, and the Priesthood 
(27th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B) 

Hebrews 2:9-11—The Son Made Lower Than the Angels 
9 But we see Jesus, who for a little while was made lower than the angels, crowned with 
glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might 
taste death for every one. 10 For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things 
exist, in bringing many sons to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect 
through suffering. 11 For he who sanctifies and those who are sanctified have all one 
origin. That is why he is not ashamed to call them brethren… (Hebrews 2:9-11) 

1. Little While = Jesus human life 
2. Lower than Angels: = scriptural expression for “human” (2:9; cf. Psalm 8:3-8) 
3. Purpose: reason he becomes human; so he might “taste death for everyone” (2:9) 
4. Pioneer: Jesus the “pioneer” (Greek archēgos) of salvation (2:10) 
5. Perfection: “make perfect” (Greek teleioō) through suffering (2:10) 

a. Does NOT mean Jesus was an ‘imperfect’ sinner (cf. Heb 4:14-15) 
b. Does mean mission was “fulfilled/brought to completion” through sacrifice 
c. “Make perfect” (Greek teleioō) in Septuagint also means “ordain” priest 

And you shall gird them with girdles, and you shall wrap turbans on them, and my 
priestly office will be theirs forever. And you shall consecrate (Greek teleioō) Aaron, 
his hands and the hands of his sons. (Exod 29:9 LXX [LES trans.]) 

The Living Tradition 
Augustine: The fact that he is the Word is not the reason why he is a mediator, for 
certainly the Word at the summit of immortality and the apex of beatitude is far removed 
from miserable mortals. Rather, he is a mediator because he is human and, as a human, 
shows us that to attain that supreme good, blessed and beatific, we need not seek other 
mediators to serve like rungs on a ladder of ascent. For the blessed God who makes us 
blessed by deigning to share our humanity showed us the shortest way to sharing in his 
divinity. Freeing us from mortality and misery, he leads us, not to the immortal blessed 
angels so as to become immortal and blessed by sharing in their nature, but to that Trinity 
in communion with which even the angels are blessed. When, then, in order to be a 
mediator, he willed to take “the form of a servant” (Phil 2:7) below the angels, he 
remained in the form of God above the angels, being simultaneously the way of life on 
earth and life itself in heaven. (Augustine, City of God, 9.15; trans. in E. Heen and P. 
Krey, p. 37) 
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Questions for Discussion and Reflection (27th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B) 
 
1. According to Hebrews, is Christ fully human? If he is fully divine, then how can we 
truly call him our “brother”?  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