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Did Jesus Die for “Many,” or For All? 
(29th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B) 

Isaiah 53:10-11—The Death of the Suffering Servant 
1. Sin Offering: servant “makes himself an offering for sin” (53:10) 
2. Resurrection: implied, since he will “see his offspring” and “prolong his days” (53:10) 
3. Justification: “servant” shall make “many” (Hebrew rabbim) righteous (53:11) 
4. Many or All?: in context, “many” = “all,” not restrictive (cf. Isa 53:5-6) 

Psalm 33—The Lord Delivers the Faithful from Death  
1. The LORD will deliver the “soul” of the righteous from “death” (v. 19) 

Hebrews 4:14-16—We Have a Great High Priest 
1. Priestly Messiah: “we have a great high priest… in the heavens” (4:15)  

Mark 10:35-45—The Son of Man Came to Serve 
1. Request of James and John: to “sit” at Jesus’ “right hand” and “left” (10:35-36) 
2. Jesus’ Response:  “You do not know what you are asking” (10:38) 

a. Cup: “Are you able to drink the cup which I drink?” (10:38; cf. Mark 14:36) 
b. Baptism: “or be baptized with the baptism (Greek baptisma)...” (10:38) 
c. Predestination: for “those for whom it has been prepared” (10:40) 

3. The Twelve: were “indignant” at James and John! (10:41) 
 a. Gentiles: “lord it over them” (10:42; cf. master of slaves) 
 b. Disciples: “it shall not be so among you” (10:43) 

c. Great ! must be ! “Servant” (Greek diakonos) 
d. First ! must be ! “slave (Greek doulos) of all” 

4. Ransom for Many: Son of Man comes as Suffering Servant (10:45; cf. Isa 53:10-12) 
 a. Service: “Not to be served but to serve (Greek diakoneō)” 
 b. Sacrifice: “to give his life as a ransom for many (Greek pollōn)”   

The Catechism: Did Christ Offer His Life for All? 
He affirms that he came “to give his life as a ransom for many” [Mark 10:45]; this last 
term is not restrictive, but contrasts the whole of humanity with the unique person of the 
redeemer who hands himself over to save us. The Church, following the apostles, teaches 
that Christ died for all men without exception: “There is not, never has been, and never 
will be a single human being for whom Christ did not suffer.” (CCC 605) 

It is love “to the end” that confers on Christ’s sacrifice its value as redemption and 
reparation, as atonement and satisfaction. He knew and loved us all when he offered his 
life. Now “the love of Christ controls us, because we are convinced that one has died for 
all; therefore all have died.” No man, not even the holiest, was ever able to take on 
himself the sins of all men and offer himself as a sacrifice for all. The existence in Christ 
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of the divine person of the Son, who at once surpasses and embraces all human persons 
and constitutes himself as the Head of all mankind, makes possible his redemptive 
sacrifice for all. (CCC 616, quoting the Council of Quiercy). 
 
 

Questions for Discussion and Reflection (29th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B) 

1. What do you think about Isaiah’s prophecy of the Suffering Servant? Reread Isaiah 53 
and see what parallels you can find between the life of the Servant and the life of Jesus? 

2. Many of us think of Jesus as a king or priest. How is Jesus also a “deacon” (Greek 
diakonos)?  

3. Did Jesus understand his death as atoning for some, or for all? Explain the meaning of 
the expression “many” (Mark 10:45) with reference to Isaiah 53:10 (hint: compare Isaiah 
53:5-6)?  

 
 

For Further Study 
1. Mary Healy. The Gospel of Mark. Catholic Commentary on Sacred Scripture. Grand 

Rapids: Baker Academic, 2008. Pp. 201-209. 
2. Edith Barnecut, Journey with the Fathers: Commentaries on the Sunday Gospels Year 

B (Hyde Park: New City Press, 1993), 126-27. 
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