
Dr. Brant Pitre  The Mass Readings Explained 

The Widow’s Two Cents 
(32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B) 

1 Kings 17:10-16—Elijah and the Widow 
1. Widow of Zarephath: extreme poverty (meal, oil, and sticks) 
2. Elijah: asks for hospitality; “water” and “bread” (17:10-11) 
 a. Faith: “Fear not” 
 b. Tithe: “ First make me a little cake of it and bring it to me” 
 c. Afterward: “make for yourself and your son” 
3. Jar of Meal and Cruse of Oil: miraculously “not spent” (17:16)! 

Psalm 146—Praise the Lord, My Soul!  
1. The LORD: “upholds the widow and the fatherless” (v. 9) 

Hebrews 9:24-28—Christ enters into the Heavenly Sanctuary 
1. Heavenly Temple: “Christ has entered” into the “true” sanctuary “in heaven” (9:24) 

Mark 12:38-44—The Widow’s Two Cents 
1. Scribes (Greek grammateus): scholars trained in the Mosaic Law (12:38-40) 
 a. Long Robes: (Greek stolē), worn by priests (Exod 28:2; Josephus, Ant. 3.151-6) 
 b. Marketplace: “salutations” 
 c. Synagogue: “best seats” (Greek prōtokathedrias) (cf. Matt 23:2; b. Yeb. 98a) 
 d. Feasts: “Places of honor” 

e. Widows: “devour widows’ houses” (12:40; cf. Exod 22:22; Deut 14:29) 
f. Long Prayers: “for a pretense” (12:40) 

2. Treasury: Jerusalem Temple treasury (12:41; cf. John 8:20) 
There were thirteen Shofar-chests in the Temple, whereon were inscribed: ‘New 
Shekel dues’, ‘Old Shekel dues’, ‘Bird-offerings’, ‘Young birds for the Whole-
Offering’, ‘Wood’, ‘Frankincense’, ‘Gold for the Mercy-Seat’, and, on six of 
them, ‘Freewill-offerings’. (Mishnah, Shekalim, 6:5; trans. H. Danby) 

3. Rich People: “put in large sums” (12:41) 
4. Poor Widow: put in “two copper coins”  

a. “Copper coin” (Greek leptos) = 1/128 a denarius (a day’s wage) (Luke 12:59) 
b. “Together make a penny (Greek kordrantēs; Latin quadrans)” (12:42) 

5. Jesus’ Observation: “This poor widow has put in more than all those…” (12:43-44) 
 a. Rich: “contributed out of their abudance” 
 B. Poor: “she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, her whole living” 

Living Tradition 
John Chrysostom: “When the widow put into the collection box only two small coins, the 
master did not give her a recompense worth only two coins. Why was that? Because he 
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paid not attention to the amount of the money. What he did heed was the wealth of her 
soul. If you calculate by the value of her money, her poverty is great. If you bring her 
intention into the light, you will see that her store of generosity defies description.” (On 
the Incomprehensible Nature of God 6.12) 

Questions for Discussion and Reflection (32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B) 

1. Why does Elijah ask a woman in such extreme poverty to feed him first before feeding 
herself and her own child (1 Kings 17)? 

2. What was the Temple treasury? How is it similar and different from Catholic offerings 
made today? 

3. Why does Jesus place so much value in the widow’s contribution? What is the essence 
of sacrifice? 

For Further Study 
1. Mary Healy. The Gospel of Mark. Catholic Commentary on Sacred Scripture. Grand 

Rapids: Baker Academic, 2008. Pp. 215-55. 
2. Thomas C. Oden and Christopher A. Hall, Mark (Ancient Christian Commentary on 

Scripture, New Testament II; Downers Grove: IVP, 1998), 176-180. 
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