Dr. Brant Pitre The Mass Readings Explained

The Last Adam
(7" Sunday of Ordinary Time, Year C)

1 Corinthians 15:45-49—The First Adam and the Last Adam

4 Thus it is written, “The first man Adam became a living being”; the last Adam became
a life-giving spirit. “° But it is not the spiritual which is first but the physical, and then
the spiritual. 47 The first man was from the earth, a man of dust, the second man is from
heaven. *® As was the man of dust, so are those who are of the dust; and as is the man of
heaven, so are those who are of heaven. #° Just as we have borne the image of the man of
dust, we shall also bear the image of the man of heaven. (1 Cor 15:45-49)

1. Two “Adams”: Adam (“first man Adam”) vs. Christ (“last Adam™) (1 Cor 15:45)

Old Adam New Adam

“the first man Adam” “the last Adam”

(Greek ho protos anthropos Adam) (Greek ho eschatos Adam)
living soul life-giving spirit

(Greek psyché) (Greek pneuma)

from the earth from heaven

man of dust man from heaven

image of Adam image of Christ

first Adam: of dust last Adam: of heaven

2. Two Ages: old creation (“the earth”) vs. new creation’ (“heaven”) (1 Cor 15:48)

The Living Tradition

Augustine: First comes in the natural body such as Adam was the first man to possess.
Had he not sinned, he would never have died. Suck a body we too possess, except that
its nature as a result of sin has become so changed for the worse that it is now faced
with inexorable death. Such a body Christ also deigned to assume for our sakes, not
indeed by necessity but in virtue of his power. Afterward, however, comes the spiritual
body such as that which Christ, our head, was the first to have been, but which we his
members, will have at the final resurrection of the dead. (Augustine, City of God, 13.23;
trans. in G. Bray, /-2 Corinthians 175)

For Bible studies on CD,DVD,MP3 visit www.BrantPitre.com



http://www.BrantPitre.com

Dr. Brant Pitre The Mass Readings Explained

Questions for Discussion and Reflection (7" Sunday of Ordinary Time, Year C)

1. When you think about Jesus Christ, does the term “new Adam” come to mind? If not,
why not? What are the implications of Jesus’ identity as the “last Adam”?
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