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Our Citizenship is in Heaven 
(2nd Sunday of Lent, Year C) 

Philippians 3:17-4:1—Our Citizenship is in Heaven 
17 Brethren, join in imitating me, and mark those who so live as you have an example in 
us. 18 For many, of whom I have often told you and now tell you even with tears, live as 
enemies of the cross of Christ. 19 Their end is destruction, their god is the belly, and they 
glory in their shame, with minds set on earthly things. 20 But our commonwealth is in 
heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who will change our 
lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power which enables him even to subject 
all things to himself. 1 Therefore, my brethren, whom I love and long for, my joy and 
crown, stand firm thus in the Lord, my beloved. (Philippians 3:17-4:1) 

1. Citizenship: “commonwealth” or “citizenship” (Greek politeuma) (3:20) 

Plato principally imitated our legislator [Moses] in this point, that he enjoined his 
citizens to have the main regard to this precept, “That every one of them should 
learn their laws accurately.” He also ordained, that they should not admit of 
foreigners intermixing with their own people at random; and provided that the 
commonwealth (Greek politeuma) should keep itself pure, and consist of such 
only as persevered in their own law. (Josephus, Against Apion 2.257; cf. 2 Macc 
12:7). 

2. Philippians: live on earth; true “political” affiliation = heavenly politeuma (3:20) 
 a. Earthly City of Jerusalem ≠ our politeuma 
 b. Earthly City of Rome ≠ our politeuma 
 b. “The Jerusalem above” = true politeuma (Gal 4:26-5:1) 
3. Baptism: they have “become like” (Greek symmorphizō) Christ in his death (3:10) 
4. Resurrection: they “be like” (Greek symmorphos) Christ in his glory (3:20). 

The Living Tradition 
Epistle to Diognetus: [Christians] are in the flesh, but do not live according to the flesh. 
They spend their lives on earth, but are citizens of heaven. (Diognetus 5). 

Clementine Vulgate: “Our conversation (Latin conversatio) is in heaven” (Phil 3:20, 
Vulgate) 

New Vulgate: “But our citizenship (Latin municipatus) is in heaven” (Phil 3:20, Nova 
Vulgata)  
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Questions for Discussion and Reflection (2nd Sunday of Lent, Year C) 
1. What are the spiritual and “political” implications of recognizing that our “citizenship” 
(Greek politeuma) is not on earth but in heaven?  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