Dr. Brant Pitre The Mass Readings Explained

Easter Sunday of the Resurrection
(Year ABC)

Easter Vigil

Romans 6:3-11—The Sacrament of Crucifixion and Resurrection

3 Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized
into his death? * We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, so that as
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness
of life. > For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be
united with him in a resurrection like his. ¢ We know that our old self was crucified with
him so that the sinful body might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to
sin. 7 For he who has died is freed from sin. ® But if we have died with Christ, we believe
that we shall also live with him. °® For we know that Christ being raised from the dead will
never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. '° The death he died he died to
sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. ' So you also must consider
yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. (Romans 6:3-11)
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The Living Tradition

Catechism: Christ will raise us up “on the last day”; but it is also true that, in a certain
way, we have already risen with Christ. For, by virtue of the Holy Spirit, Christian life is
already now on earth a participation in the death and Resurrection of Christ: “And you
were buried with him in Baptism, in which you were also raised with him through faith in
the working of God, who raised him from the dead.... If then you have been raised with
Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.”
United with Christ by Baptism, believers already truly participate in the heavenly life of
the risen Christ, but this life remains “hidden with Christ in God.” The Father has already
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“raised us up with him, and made us sit with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus.”
Nourished with his body in the Eucharist, we already belong to the Body of Christ. When
we rise on the last day we “also will appear with him in glory.” (CCC 1002-1003)
Catechism: Because of Christ, Christian death has a positive meaning: “For to me to live
is Christ, and to die is gain.” “The saying is sure: if we have died with him, we will also
live with him.”>”7 What is essentially new about Christian death is this: through Baptism,
the Christian has already “died with Christ” sacramentally, in order to live a new life; and
if we die in Christ’s grace, physical death completes this “dying with Christ” and so
completes our incorporation into him in his redeeming act. (CCC 1010)

Questions for Discussion and Reflection (Easter Sunday, Year ABC)

1. Have you ever thought about your baptism as “dying” and “rising” to “sit” with
“Christ” in heaven? What are the implications for how the baptized should live?
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