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The Ascension of Jesus and the Angels 
(Year A) 

Ephesians 1:17-23—The Ascension of Jesus into Heaven 
17 [May] the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of 
wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, 18 having the eyes of your hearts 
enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the 
riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19 and what is the immeasurable greatness 
of his power in us who believe, according to the working of his great might 20 which he 
accomplished in Christ when he raised him from the dead and made him sit at his right 
hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, 
and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is to 
come; 22 and he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all 
things for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
(Ephesians 1:17-23) 

1. Hope: What is the “hope” to which we are called? (1:18); not just resurrection (1:20) 
2. Ascension: made him “sit” at the “right hand” of “the Father of glory” (1:20; cf. 1:17) 
3. Heavenly Places:  Where are these “heavenly places” (Greek epouranios)? 
  

Def #1: Visible Sky: There are heavenly (Greek epouranios) bodies and there are 
terrestrial bodies… There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, 
and another glory of the stars... (1 Corinthians 15:40-41) 

Definition #2: Invisible Realm of God: So also my heavenly (Greek epouranios) 
Father will do to every one of you... (Matthew 18:35) 

4. Angels: “rule,” “authority,” “power,” “dominion,” “names” = Pauline terms (1:21) 
5. Two Ages: “This Age” vs. “The Age to Come” 
6. The Church: (Greek ekklēsia) he is “head” of his “body” the church 

The Living Tradition 
Thomas Aquinas: [Paul] says God the Father “made him head over all the Church” [Eph 
1:22], composed of both the Church Militant, composed of men living in the present, and 
of the Church Triumphant, made up of the men and angels in the fatherland… Christ is 
even head of the angels… (Thomas Aquinas, Commentary on Ephesians no. 69; trans. F. 
R. Larcher and M. L. Lamb) 

Catechism: Christ is the center of the angelic world. They are his angels: “When the Son 
of man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him.…” They belong to him because 
they were created through and for him… From the Incarnation to the Ascension, the life 
of the Word incarnate is surrounded by the adoration and service of angels. They will be 
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present at Christ’s return, which they will announce, to serve at his judgment. In the 
meantime, the whole life of the Church benefits from the mysterious and powerful help of 
angels. In her liturgy, the Church joins with the angels to adore the thrice-holy God. 
(CCC 331-334). 

 
 

Questions for Discussion and Reflection (The Ascension of Jesus, Year A) 

1. According to Paul, what is the “hope” of Christians?  

2. According to Paul, what is the relationship between Jesus and the angels in heaven?  

 
 

For Further Reading  
1. Thomas Aquinas. Commentary on the Letters of Saint Paul to the Galatians and 

Ephesians. Translated by F. R. Larcher and M. L. Lamb. Lander, Wyo.: Aquinas 
Institute, 2012. 

2. Peter S. Williamson. Ephesians. Catholic Commentary on Sacred Scripture. Grand 
Rapids, Mich.: Baker Academic, 2009. 

!  2
For Bible studies on CD,DVD,MP3  visit www.BrantPitre.com 


