




GET TO KNOW ICELAND
Iceland is an amazing country filled with beautiful 

nature, wonderful food, and inspiring art and culture. 

The country is sometimes described as a land of 

contrasts, which becomes evident when travelling 

through different parts of the country. With more than 

half of its 330.000 inhabitants living in the capital 

city, the country remains largely uninhabited. The 

country is typically divided into different geographical 

regions. Each region differs in respect of culture and 

landscape, but all are uniquely Icelandic. Learn more 

about the different regions of Iceland and what makes 

them special.  

DRIVING
Route No. 1, the Ring Road around Iceland, is 1,332 km 

(827 mi). The general speed limit is 50 km/h in 

urban areas, 80 km/h on gravel roads in rural areas, 

and 90 km/h on asphalt roads. All mountain roads 

and roads in the interior of Iceland have loose gravel 

surface, so drive carefully. The mountain roads can be 

quite narrow and are not made for speeding. The same 

goes for some single-lane bridges. Many mountain 

roads may be impassable in winter time. All off-road 

driving is strongly prohibited, and punishable by law. 

Information on road conditions can be found on  

www.road.is.

DRESS APPROPRIATELY
Thanks to the Gulf Stream, Iceland enjoys a cool, 

temperate maritime climate; cool in summer and 

mild in winter. However, the weather can change 

without notice, and tourists should prepare for the 

unexpected. When travelling to Iceland you should 

bring a lightweight woolens, a sweater or cardigan, 

a rainproof coat and sturdy walking shoes. Travelers 

who are camping or heading into the interior will need 

warm underwear and socks, rubber boots and a warm 

sleeping bag.

STAY SAFE
Iceland is one of the safest countries in the world. 

Crime rate is extremely low and medical care is 

excellent. However, it is necessary to take precaution 

when travelling in Iceland due to natural hazards 

caused by weather and nature, where conditions can 

change at a moment ś notice.

Always wear layers. The Icelandic weather can change 

very quickly, stay one step ahead.If you ŕe planning 

to visit a glacier, make sure you go with a certified 

guide. The ice is constantly changing so it ś wise to 

know where to step. If you ŕe driving in highways make 

sure you ŕe fully prepared by looking ahead into road 

conditions and weather forecast, and always drive 

according to circumstances. If you ŕe travelling further 

out into the wilderness we recommend you rent a 

personal location beacon, it can send an emergency 

signal from anywhere in Iceland.

Visit www.safetravel.is to make sure you have a safe 

adventure in Iceland. 

TRAVEL RESPONSIBLY
Icelandic nature is a continuous source of inspiration 

for locals and visitors alike. But while our volcanos, 

geothermal areas and lava fields may seem rugged 

and tough, they ŕe actually quite vulnerable. Here are 

a few tips on how to travel responsibly in Iceland:

Don t́ drive off the road. It is forbidden and punishable. 

And even worse, it will leave a mark on nature for 

centuries.

RESPECT NATURE. 
Never walk or jump on the moss, it takes decades to 

grow back. Keep to the paths... to protect nature – and 

you. Always use official campsites, we´ve got over 200. 

Don t́ build cairns. The cairns in the nature have been 

there for centuries so travelers don t́ get lost.

TRAVEL TO ICELAND
Several international airlines maintain regular 

scheduled flights to Iceland from Europe and North-

America. Flight time from North-America can be 

down to 5-6 hours and from Europe 3-4 hours. Smyril 

Line maintains a regular scheduled cruise- and car-

ferry service with the MS Norröna between Iceland 

and Europe.
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MAJOR ATTRACTIONS
Hraunfossar, Glymur, 
Kirkjufell, Snæfellsjökull 
and Eiríksstaðir

MAJOR TOWNS 
Akranes, Borgarnes  
and Stykkishólmur

MORE INFO 

 west.is 

 westiceland

 westIceland

 westiceland

 westIceland

West Iceland is a world where culture, nature and history complement 

each other, creating a unique experience. This vast area consists of 

fjords, valleys, craters, glaciers and volcanoes and the highest waterfall 

in Iceland Glymur less than an hour from Reykjavík. Visit the homestead 

of medieval writer Snorri Sturluson at Reykholt, and see the man-made 

geothermal bath in which he must have often allowed his mind to wander. 

Or learn about the awe-inspiring Viking poet Egill Skallagrímsson.

These are only a few examples of the interesting sites that can be found 

all over West Iceland, where nature is inextricably linked to the story of 

the people. Just look around, history is everywhere to be discovered. The 

magnificent landscape and wildlife at Snæfellsjökull National Park. The 

mystical volcano Snæfellsjökull Glacier has inspired artists and poets 

through the centuries, being one of seven greatest energy centres on 

Earth. Snæfellsjökull is the setting of Jules Verne’s Journey to the center 

of the Earth.

Snæfellsnes offers beautiful nature and was given the Earth Check 

award for being a sustainable community in 2008. From Snæfellsnes 

you can cross over to Dalir, cradle of the great explorers Eirík the Red 

and his son, Leif the Lucky, the first European to set foot in America. The 

short distances between popular destinations make it possible to enjoy 

the area at a comfortable pace all year round, so remember to slow down 

in West Iceland.

WEST ICELAND
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CAVES OF WEST ICELAND
West Iceland offers unique opportunities for cave 
exploration. Viðgelmir Cave is the largest lava tube in 
Iceland, about 1600 m long and about 16 metres at its 
higest and widest point. Vatnshellir cave is located in the 
national park of Snæfellsjökull and is the entrance to the 
centre of the Earth in the novel Journey to the Center of the 
Earth (1864) by Jules Verne. Close by, in Hallmundarhraun 
you will find the caves Surtshellir and Stefánshellir. 

ENJOY THE SAGAS
The Icelandic Sagas come alive in West Iceland, where 
some of the most heroic tales take place. History is 
celebrated in various exhibitions around the region. The 
Settlement Centre in Borgarnes documents the early days 
of Iceland and events from the Sagas. In Reykholt, you will 
find Snorrastofa, a museum dedicated to the writer Snorri 
Sturluson, author of Prose-Edda. Also in the region is the 
museum at Eiríksstaðir, the birthplace of Leifur Eiríksson, 
who first discovered America. 

IMPRESSIVE WATERFALLS
Glymur is Iceland’s tallest waterfall. It is located in Botnsdalur 
valley in Hvalfjörður. Leading up to it is a fabulous hiking 
path that should only be attempted by those not daunted 
by heights or challenging hikes. Expect to spend some 3-4 
hours of hiking. Note it can be really difficult to hike in the 
winter. Close by is Hraunfossar, a series of waterfalls formed 
by rivulets streaming over a distance of about 900 meters 
out of the Hallmundarhraun. 

DEILDARTUNGUHVER
Deildartunguhver is Europe’s most powerful hot spring.  
It provides 180 l/sec of 100°C hot water. Most of the water 
used for central heating in the towns of Borgarnes and 
Akranes comes from Deildartunguhver. The hot water 
pipeline to Akranes is 64 km long, the longest in Iceland and 
the water is about 78 - 80 degrees when it reaches Akranes. 
If you take a shower anywhere within a 65 km radius of the 
spring, you have already bathed in the hot water from this 
powerful spring. 

HÚSAFELL AND SURROUNDINGS 
The pristine surroundings in Húsafell have made it a 
popular summer destination for locals, but with more 
options for winter activities and accommodations in the 
area, the place is catching on as a tourist destination. 
Artist Páll Guðmundsson is a local treasure, and easy 
access to the highlands, caving and the Langjökull glacier 
have made it one of the hottest plaes to visit in Iceland. 
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THE PICTURESQUE WEST
If you are looking for the perfect shot, Kirkjufell (463m) is 
a beautifully shaped, symmetrical, free standing mountain. 
Standing next to the Kirkjufellsfoss, you get a great view 
off the mountain, which holds the title ‘Iceland’s most 
photographed mountain.’ Another popular destination 
for photographers is the lighthouse in Akranes. Down by 
the harbour you will notice the two lighthouses that have 
inspired great photos in the past. The bigger one is currently 
in use and is open to the public. So you can go up and enjoy 
the view from there. 

LANGJÖKULL GLACIER
Langjökull Glacier (The Long Glacier) is the second largest 
glacier in Iceland (950 km2). It rises to about 1300 meters 
and the icecap is more than 500 metres thick. The glacier 
is surrounded by beautiful mountains and valleys, and two 
glacial rivers flow from underneath the glacier. Since 2015, 
it is possible to explore the glacier from the inside, through a 
large tunnel that has been dug into the glacier. It is a unique 
opportunity to experience a glacier, inside out. 

BREIÐAFJÖRÐUR
Breiðarfjörður has around 3,000 islands, islets and skerries. 
One of them is Flatey, an island which is really worth visiting. 
Several geothermal sites can be found like the beautiful 
basalt columns. There are around 50 breeding bird species 
including Common Shag, Glaucous Gull, White-tailed Eagle, 
Common Eider, Black Guillemot and Grey Phalarope. The 
area is important staging area for the Brent goose and the 
Red Knot. The Common Seal and the Grey Seal have their 
main haul-out on the islands and the skerries.

SNÆFELLSJÖKULL NATIONAL PARK
Snæfellsjökull Glacier is 1446m above sea level. The 
glacier is an active volcano, having been built up through 
numerous eruptions during the last 800,000 years. 
Snæfellsjökull is a part of the Snæfellsjökull National 
Park which was established on June 28, 2001. The Park’s 
purpose is to protect and conserve the areas; the unique 
landscape, indigenous plants and the animal life as well as 
important historical relics. At the same time, the Park is 
meant to allow visitors easier access as well as improved 
opportunities to get to know the area. 

GLACIER HIKES
Guided tours to the top of Snæfellsjökull glacier are readily 
available. When you reach the top you will be awarded with a 
spectacular view over the surroundings. The glacier can be 
difficult to navigate, and for inexperienced hikers, so make 
sure you go with a guide. It is also possible to rent skis and 
skin up the glacier and the ski down. Many believe the glacier 
to be one of the seven main energy centres of the earth The 
glacier plays big role as the Center of the Earth in the novel 
Journey to the Center of the Earth (1864) by Jules Verne.
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MAJOR TOWNS
Ísafjörður, Bolungarvík, 
Patreksfjörður and Hólmavík.

REGIONAL AIRPORTS:
Ísafjörður, Bíldudalur and 
Gjögur.

MAJOR ATTRACTIONS
Látrarbjarg, Rauðasandur, 
Hornstrandir nature reserve, 
Ísafjörður, Patreksfjörður, 
Dynjandi.

MORE INFO 

 westfjords.is

 visitwestfjords

 visitwestfjords

 visitwestfjords

 westfjords

One of Iceland’s best kept secrets is 
undoubtedly the country’s north-west corner, 
usually known as the Westfjords. Isolation has 
preserved the region in relatively unspoiled 
wilderness. Largely uninhabited, Iceland’s 
Westfjords are frequently distinguished by 
travel guides as a destination of excellence, 
and are a must-see for any serious explorer.

Hornstrandir are located in the Westfjords’ 
northwestern corner, an uninhabited 
peninsula and nature reserve that is a haven 
for the Arctic fox as well as a variety of birdlife. 
The bird cliff Látrabjarg, on the west side of 

the Westfjords, which apart from hosting 
nearly half of the world’s population of some 
bird species, is also the westernmost point 
of Iceland. The spectacular Dynjandi, a set of 
waterfalls with an accumulated height of 100 
meters, is another must-see.

Tradition and heritage play a large role in the 
region’s culture. The strong relation to the 
ocean is evident in the regional cuisine and 
folklore is as much alive in the Westfjords 
as anywhere else in Iceland, with museums 
dedicated to sorcery and witchcraft, as well as 
monsters and creatures from the sea. 

WESTFJORDS
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IT’S A LONG AND WINDING ROAD!
Iceland’s famous ring road has a rival: the route around the 
Westfjords. It is a little shorter, but even more spectacular. 
Tackle it at your own pace and embrace the adventurer 
within! It is partially closed during winter due to snow but 
in three short years we see that annual closing coming to 
an end with a new tunnel, finally making this Ring Road an 
all year destination. However, it should be noted that most 
of the roads are open all year round so even if you cannot 
do a full circle you can travel around the Westfjords during 
winter. 

DO GO CHASING WATERFALLS!
Iceland is well known for its abundance of waterfalls 
and the Westfjords are no exception. Dynjandi waterfall 
is one of the best-known waterfalls in Iceland and one of 
the more popular attractions in the region. Around the 
corner, up the hill, the next fjord over or back of the valley, 
there is always another stream of water falling off an edge 
somewhere creating a new waterfall to have a look at. 
Give yourself time to stop and walk up to waterfalls you 
see along your journey. 

BEACH BABY, BEACH BABY
What the Westfjords lack in navigable rivers, they make 
up for with endless bays, inlets, islands and long, snaking, 
mountain-framed fjords. The Westfjords make up one 
third of Iceland’s coastline and for that reason, there are 
beaches in abundance. Beaches can be a source of great 
fun for the whole family; wading, collecting seashells, 
or making sand castles. The most known beach in the 
Westfjords is Rauðasandur or Red Sand Beach that takes 
its name from the red hue of the sand.

GO WEST, LIFE IS PEACEFUL THERE!
The Westfjords are still the least visited region of Iceland 
and with just under 7000 inhabitants there is plenty of 
space for everyone, 1,2 km2 per person to be exact. This is 
why one of the key elements of the Westfjords is solitude, 
and solitude is not another word for loneliness. Far from 
it, in fact: solitude means space to think, time to reflect, 
and the chance to stop and appreciate the smaller things in 
life. Try to make the most of it while travelling through the 
region, it’s not everywhere you can hike for days and not 
meet anyone or have a whole fjord all to yourself.

IT WAS A HARD KNOCK LIFE!
The local communities were formed around fishing, and that 
harsh life still sticks with the people of the region. Fishing is 
still rich in the culture of the Westfjordians and that is well 
demonstrated in the region’s museums and exhibitions. 
The Westfjordian brain is also quite active and creative, as a 
result the region also hosts quite a few interesting and less 
conventional museums. In Hólmavík we have The Museum 
of Icelandic Sorcery and Witchcraft. In Bíldudalur we have 
the Iceland Sea Monster Museum. And in Flateyri you can 
find The Nonsense Museum.



TOP 5

COME TO THE END OF THE ROAD
Djúpavík and Norðurfjörður are a part of Árneshreppur the 
least populous municipality in Iceland, with only 53 inhabitants. 
The area does not enjoy any public transport, apart from one 
or two weekly flights from Reykjavik to Gjögur. We recommend 
taking the scenic drive along road #643 all the way to the 
end, to enjoy the wonderful Krossnes swimming pool, right 
on the beach overlooking the ocean. It might sound strange 
but this small community was recently the home to over 200 
motorhomes, a few helicopters and many Hollywood stars as 
it was a location for shooting parts of the Justice League movie 
coming out late 2017. 

EVERYBODY’S GONE SURFIN’
After the summer calm, the wind starts to pick up; so 
we have wind, the ocean and long sandy beaches, that 
is, all the ingredients necessary to create excellent 
surfing conditions. You might not associate Iceland or 
the Westfjords with surfing, but slow and steady there 
has been an increase in locals joining the sport and 
international surfers coming to play around in arctic 
conditions. Cold water surfing is not for the faint hearted 
and we do recommend having a nice soak in a geothermal 
pool after you are done.

I WANT TO RIDE MY BICYCLE
With some marked trails, better information, and new 
tours available, the biking scene is opening up to a wider 
range of people and increasing interest amongst travelers 
heading this way. We have everything from easy bike 
trips between towns, on smooth roads, to more difficult 
mountain biking sending you off on a real adventure. You 
can rent a bike and take off on your own or you can book a 
tour with a local guide who will show you some of the less 
travelled trails. 

GONE FISHIN’
The Westfjords main industry is fishing but we also have 
sheep roaming the region during summer, give yourself time 
to stop and enjoy the local food. When visiting the Westfjords 
we highly recommend you enjoy some of our local products, 
and there is more to it than just fish and lamb. The Westfjords 
have two salt factories that use geothermal heat to harvest 
sea salt flakes from the ocean. If you have a sweet tooth, try 
the local chocolate made in the small village Súðavík, with a 
mix of salt, berries and seeds this is a perfect dessert. Not to 
forget the regional dairy products from Bolungarvík.

OH BABY IT’S COLD OUTSIDE!
In the Westfjords, winter is king. It is the longest and 
most varied season, and a genuine treat for the traveler. 
The winter season lasts almost half the year and in that 
time there will be extended spells of still, clear weather; 
some truly thrilling storms; and some grey days with 
curtains of impenetrably thick snowfall. There are plenty 
of activities available during winter, the Westfjordians love 
skiing, backcountry skiing, cross-country skiing and alpine 
skiing. If skiing is not your thing you can go sea kayaking, 
snowshoeing, jeep touring or of course ern lights chasing.
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MAJOR TOWNS 
Akureyri, Húsavík, Sauðárkrókur and Dalvík

REGIONAL AIRPORTS 
Akureyri International Airport, Grímsey, Húsavík, 
Sauðárkrókur and Þórshöfn.

MAJOR ATTRACTIONS 
Akureyri Town, Askja Caldera, Ásbyrgi Canyon, Dettifoss 
Europe‘s Most Powerful Waterfall, Goðafoss Waterfall, 
Lake Mývatn and the nature baths, Hvítserkur Cliff, 
Vatnsnes Peninsula, Kolugljúfur Canyon, Borgarvirki, 
Langanes Peninsula, Grímsey Island, Hrísey Island, 

Kálfshamarsvík, Vatnajökull National Park, 
Hveravellir, Drangey Island, Aldeyjarfoss waterfall, 
Dimmuborgir lava formations, Glaumbær Turf 
House and Grettislaug geothermal pool.

MORE INFO 
 northiceland.is 

 northiceland 

 northiceland 

 northiceland 

 northiceland

The North is home to Iceland’s second largest urban 
area, Akureyri, located in Iceland’s longest fjord, the 
mild-weathered Eyjafjörður. Akureyri’s beautiful 
centre is rich in culture and history, and offers exciting 
restaurants and interesting museums. 

The area is as a paradise for outdoor enthusiasts, 
with its beautiful nature and anbundand options for 
outside activities. In winter, there are great ski slopes 
all around the North, but if you prefer a little solitude, 
there are great options for heli-skiing or cross-country 
skiing available as well. Dogsledding, Snowmobiling 
and super-jeeping are also popular options. 

In summer, golfers can take advantage of the midnight 
sun to squeeze in an extra round. Whitewater Rafting, 
horseback riding and highland tours through the 
beautiful nature of the North is also a popular option. 

North Iceland is truly a land of contrasts. Its long valleys 
and peninsulas are interspersed with mountains, lava 
fields and smooth hills carved out by rivers. The deep 
and numerous indentations in the coast of the North 
are at times lush with vegetation, at others barren. As 
one nears the Arctic Circle in the northern latitudes, 
the midnight sun is invariably awe-inspiring.

The Húsavík Whale Museum and the Seal Center in 
Hvammstangi are two options for visitors. Close by 
in the northern reaches of the Vatnajökull National 
Park is the impressive Ásbyrgi Canyon, as well as the 
Dettifoss Waterfall—the most powerful in Europe. The 
nearby Lake Mývatn and its surrounding wetlands 
has an exceptional variety of waterbirds and rock 
formations, and an active geothermal area that is 
worth exploring.

NORTH ICELAND

The Arctic Circle 66°N
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AKUREYRI
Iceland’s biggest town outside the capital area bustles with rich 
cultural life, museums and flourishing restaurants. With direct 
connection flighs between Akureyri and Keflavík International 
Airport, and up to six daily flights and two daily busses from 
Reykjavík, Akureyri is always within reach. Tak a stroll through 
the picturesque old town, visit the blooming botanical gardens or 
one of the many museums. A popular skiing destination, you can 
also go whale watching, relax in hot geothermal pools or have a 
go at the northernmost 18-hole golf course in the world. Many 
of Iceland’s natural wonders, such as Goðafoss waterfall, Lake 
Mývatn and the Nature Baths are within an hour’s drive.

MÝVATN GEOTHERMAL AREA
Lake Mývatn is surrounded by volcanic or geothermal 
features. The lake contains over 50 islands and islets, 
mostly pseudocraters formed when molten lava flowed into 
the lake. Places of interest include the pseudocraters at 
Skútustaðir, Höfði peninsula, Dimmuborgir lava formations, 
Hverfjall Crater, Hverir hotspring area, Krafla volcanic area 
and Mývatn Nature Baths; where you can relax in a natural 
pool in the middle of lava fields with a magnificent view over 
the lake. The area is also one of the best bird watching places 
in world, where during the summer months where more 
species of duck gather than anywhere else on the planet.

VATNAJÖKULL NATIONAL PARK 
Vatnajökull National Park covers more than 13% of Iceland. 
Its landscape is diverse due to the volcanic activity as seen 
in the Holuhraun eruption and the volcano Bárðarbunga. 
The northern part of Vatnajökull National Park gives access 
to several unique nature attractions during summer and 
winter. These include Dettifoss, Europe‘s most powerful 
waterfall, Jökulsárgljúfur, Hljóðaklettar cliffs, Ásbyrgi canyon 
and Askja and Víti crater, as well as Iceland’s newest lava 
field Holuhraun which is 80 times larger than the expanse of 
lava formed by the Eyjafjallajökull eruption.

WHALE WATCHING
Observing whales in their natural surroundings has become 
one of the most common activities among visitors to North 
Iceland. You can easily get up close to humpbacks, dolphins 
and minkes, or even blue whales. Whale watching options 
include trips in oak-boats, rib safaris, schooners, boats run 
only by renewable energy and various vessels perfectly 
renovated for the purpose of whale watching. The number of 
species, along with favourable weather and sea conditions, 
make North Iceland one of the best Icelandic areas for spotting 
whales. In Húsavík Whale Museum you can see a 22 meter 
long skeleton of a Blue Whale.

WINTER ADVENTURE 
Super jeep adventure tours enable you to experience the 
unique highlands of North Iceland. Snowmobile tours let you 
breathe in fresh air while travelling in pristine nature and even 
get some adrenaline running if that is what you want. North 
Iceland offers five well-equipped and flood-lit ski resorts open 
from November to May, Troll Peninsula is the centre of activity 
for off piste skiing, alpine ski touring, cat skiing and heli skiing. 
Skiing on virgin slopes all the way down to the Atlantic Ocean 
is what characterizes this skiers´ paradise. North Iceland is 
also the home to the 13 Yule Lads who live in Dimmuborgir 
lava field. 
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SIGLUFJÖRÐUR
Siglufjördur is a scenic and historic fishing village, situated 
on the majestic Tröllaskagi peninsula, renowned for beauty 
with its magnificent high mountains and deep fjords. During 
summertime, it is the mountains, the lake and the black sandy 
shores which call to visitors in addition to the fascinating 
coastal culture.The Herring Museum in Siglufjörður is the 
largest seafaring and industrial museum in the country and 
is housed in three widely differing premises. The exhibition 
tells the tale of fishing and processing these “silver darlings.”

NORTHERN LIGHTS 
In North Iceland, the northern lights can be viewed from 
the end of August till April. Under clear skies, you can often 
watch these dancing, flickering veils of greens, whites 
and reds, and guided northern lights tours will provide 
explanations and bring you to excellent observation and 
photography locations. Such tours may include little-
travelled locations, geothermal bathing areas, floating in 
a deep relaxing water experience, or evening boat tours. 
The area offers locations where conditions for observation 
are excellent. Favourable weather conditions create high 
chances for catching the lights.

ARCTIC HENGE
The Arctic Henge in Raufarhöfn is a monument for 
the island´s Pagan worshippers. Similar to its ancient 
predecessor, Stonehenge, the Arctic Henge is like a huge 
sundial, aiming to capture the sun´s rays, cast shadows 
in precise locations and capture the light between aligned 
gateways. The ambitious series of circles and stacked basalt 
columns are placed according to a complex system based on 
old Norse mythology. There are also four gates corresponding 
to the four seasons, and a range of other symbols to explore. 
The Arctic Henge is still under construction.

SEAL WATCHING
Seals can easily be observed throughout the year in 
their natural environment, either from land or by boat at 
Hvammstangi and the beautiful Vatnsnes peninsula where 
you also find the Hvítserkur cliff rising high from the sea. 
Seal watching is a wonderful activity for the entire family. 
Walruses have also been found around Iceland but they are 
very rare. A trail code of conduct has been created for the 
watching of seals on the Vatnsnes peninsula courtesy of 
the Wild North project, which aims to research the effects of 
tourism on wildlife in the North Atlantic region.

BIRDING IN NORTH ICELAND
The rich bird life of North Iceland, distributed over widely 
varying habitats, displays a diversity seldom surpassed in 
Iceland and accessible areas for seeing species such as 
the Barrow’s Goldeneye, Harlequin Duck, Gyr Falcon, Rock 
Ptarmigan, the Great Northern Gannet and the Guillemot. 
Wetlands are important as a habitat for many Icelandic 
breeding species, and of the Icelandic wetlands which are 
famed for rich bird life, several of the most renowned are in 
North Iceland. Three Birding Trails have been mapped out for 
North Iceland, each one having its own character. 
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EAST ICELAND TRENDING 5

MAJOR TOWNS
Egilsstaðir, Seyðisfjörður and Fjarðabyggð.

REGIONAL AIRPORT
Egilsstaðir International airport.

MAJOR ATTRACTIONS
Bustarfell, Vatnajökull, Hengifoss, Skriðuklaustur, 

Lagarfljót, Eiðar, Hallormsstaðaskógur, Djúpivogur  

and Borgarfjörður Eystri.

MORE INFO
 east.is 

 austurlandeasticeland 

 visiteasticeland

 easticeland

The East coast of Iceland is home to the country’s largest forest, 

lush farmlands and a range of small fjords and islands. Thanks 

to the East’s many natural harbors, a variety of fishing villages, 

and small seaside communities border the coast.

Impressive magma chambers filled with colorful mineral deposits 

can be seen and visited along the Eastern coast. In the summer 

months, the east of Iceland becomes a creative hub for artists 

and young people from around Iceland and abroad, as a variety 

of music and art festivals have been popping up and expanding 

steadily in recent years. Seyðisfjörður is the landing place for the 

Smyril Line ferry from Europe, and home to a vibrant art scene 

emerging to the backdrop of a 19th century village.

In the southeast, Vatnajökull Glacier—Europe’s largest—is an 

imposing, spectacular sight, and Vatnajökull National Park 

stretches across the country from North to South and stretches 

well into the East. The region is well known for spectacular hiking 

trails through the impressive landscapes and into the highlands.

EAST ICELAND
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THE BOHEMIAN CAPITAL OF THE EAST
Seydisfjordur has waterfalls sprinkled all over town and 
art murals cover the sides of buildings. The colourful, 
Norwegian-style wooden houses, dating from the early 
years of the 20th century render this village unique in 
Iceland. Walking trails around town, out along the coast, or by 
the Fjarðará River, allow for many pleasurable and relaxing 
experiences. Seydisfjördur offers a thriving arts scene, with 
visiting artists and growing community of artists residents. 
The Skaftfell Cultural Center contains works by some of 
these, including the Swiss-German artist Dieter Roth.

HENGIFOSS – OUR SWEET WATERFALL
Hengifoss is the second highest waterfall in Iceland, 
measuring 128 m falling from the plateau into a magnificent 
gorge. A colorful rock face surrounds the waterfall 
showing different layers from volcanic eruptions in the 
Tertiary period when Iceland was formed. It takes 40-
60 minutes to walk from the parking lot to waterfall.  
On the way is another waterfall called Litlanesfoss. It is 
crowned by exceptional high basalt columns making it totally 
unique and photogenic. The river runs into the lake Lagarfljot, 
home of the world famous wyrm monster Lagarfljotsormur. 

SKRIÐUKLAUSTUR – THE WRITER‘S MANSION
Now a centre of culture and history in Fljótsdalur. After 
becoming a renowned author on the European continent, 
Gunnar Gunnarsson had a mansion built here in 1939 
and made it his residence. In 1948 he bequeathed the 
property to the Icelandic nation. The building is now 
home to the Institute of Gunnar Gunnarsson, displaying 
books and artifacts connected with his life and work. Café 
Klausturkaffi is located in the dining room. Archaeological 
excavation of a nearby 16th century monastery has 
yielded exciting results and attracted general attention. 
Visitors are allowed to view the ruins.

THE FRENCH HOSPITAL 
The avant-garde exhibition in The French Museum in 
Fáskrúðsfjörður is the newest of Fjarðabyggð’s museums 
and collections. Located in two stately buildings, the Doctor’s 
House and the French Hospital /hotel) as they are called, 
built by the French fishermen around 1900. The museum 
honors the interesting history and legacy of French sailors 
in Iceland is shown by means of the latest multimedia tech-
nology. The renovation of the French heritage buildings, one 
of the largest historical restoration outside the capitol area, 
was finished in the summer of 2014 and won the EU Prize for 
Cultural Heritage in 2016.

DJÚPIVOGUR – TAKE IT SLOW!
The people of East Iceland like to take things slow and the 
leader of what can be recognized as East Iceland’s “slow” 
movement is Djupivogur, a small coastal town in the East 
Fjords that became an officially designated “Cittaslow” (an 
Italian movement focused on slow food and living) in 2013. 
In Djupivogur, this translates to a focus on supporting local 
producers, providing plentiful services to local parents, 
educating the youth about local history and nature. At its 
core it’s a little bit about being comfortable in your own skin 
and visitors are welcome to take it slow with the locals. 
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HELGUSTAÐANÁMA – THE SPAR TRAIL
Helgustaðanáma is an old Icelandic spar mine, located 
above the trail leading from Eskifjörður to Vöðlavík inlet. 
It is open to visitors and there is good walking path leading 
up to it. The Icelandic spar is made out of especially pure 
crystals of calcite. Characteristic for the Icelandic spar in 
Helgustaðanáma is its size, purity and clarity. The spar was 
used in telescopes and other technical instruments in times 
gone by. East Icelandic spar can be found in several stone 
collections and geological museums around the world.

STÓRURÐ – HIKING PARADISE
One of East Iceland’s most acclaimed spots is Stórurð 
(“The Giant Boulders”), located to the east of the road 
leading to Borgarfjordur eystri. Stórurð lies below the 
small glacier west of Dyrfjöll mountains. It consists 
of gigantic tuff boulders, charming meadows, and 
attractive ponds. This wonderful scene can be reached in 
2.5 hours on foot from Vatnsskarð pass. To enjoy Dyrfjöll 
and Stórurð a whole day plan is highly recommended.

SÆNAUTASEL – LIVING IN THE PAST
The farm Sænautasel, situated up in the highlands of 
Jökuldalsheiði, was inhabited from 1843-1943. In the years 
1875-1880, however, it was left abandoned as a result of 
the lavish ashfall emanating from volcano Askja during 
a 1875 eruption. Rumour has it that the farm served as 
a model for “Independent People”, the novel of Iceland’s 
only Nobel Prize winner, Halldór Laxness. Now rebuilt, 
the interior and exterior of the turf buildings are open to 
visitors during the summer. Guided tours help reveal the 
conditions of earlier Icelandic generations.

BUSTARFELL – THE DAYS OF YORE
Bustarfell is one of the few remaining turf farms in East 
Iceland. Located in Hofsárdalur in Vopnafjörður, the 
farmhouses were originally erected in 1770 but have 
undergone many changes through the years. The lodgings 
were inhabited until 1966. Since then they have been under 
the protection of the National Museum. Bustarfell is a very 
active hertiage museum today and on special occasions 
workshops are set afooat to commemorate ways and 
workmanship of days of yore. A hiking path takes visitors to 
the “Stone of the Elf lady”, the source of a legendary tale.

KÁRAHNJÚKAR DAM – HAFRAHVAMMAGLJÚFUR 
Kárahnjúkar Dam and Hálslón reservoir were created as 
part of Iceland’s most extensive construction project to 
date. Since then it has been a popular destination for 
tourists to see this engineering masterpiece. From the 
dam you can view Hafrahvammagljúfur (Hafrahvamma 
canyon), one of Iceland’s darkest and imposing canyons, 
a sight that is quite simply unforgettable. 





SOUTH ICELAND
South Iceland has a diverse and significant nature with 

great attraction that is easy to access and experience. 

The great variety and the quality of services enables our 

guests to enjoy the best of what Iceland has to offer.

The coastline itself is renowned for its beauty, and 

the towns along the coast are famous for their fresh 

seafood. From wonderful waterfalls, to great glaciers, 

the South has it all. With the Golden Circle route, 

connecting Þingvellir, Gullfoss and Geysir, located in the 

area, it is a very popular destination for visitors. Further 

east along the shore, you will find Skógafoss Waterfall, 

Jökulsárlón Glacial Lagoon, Vatnajökull Glacier, and 

several other natural wonders, such as the cinematic 

black sand beaches.

The South is rich in history and culture. Events from the 

Sagas are remembered in many ways along the coast, 

and several museums in the area celebrate Icelandic 

customs and heritage. With much of the country’s 

agricultural products coming from the area, the South 

is also a fine testimony to Icelandic restaurant culture.

MAJOR TOWNS
Selfoss, Hveragerði, 
Vestmannaeyjar,  
Vík, Höfn in Hornafjörður

REGIONAL AIRPORTS
Höfn in Hornafjörður,  
Vestmannaeyjar Island

MAJOR ATTRACTIONS
Þingvellir, Gullfoss, Geysir, 
Hekla, Landmannalaugar, 
Seljalandsfoss Waterfall, 
Skógafoss waterfall, Þórsmörk, 
Eyjafjallajökull glacier, Dyrhólaey, 
Reynisfjara, Vestmannaeyjar, 
Fjaðrárgljúfur, Skaftafell and 
Jökulsárlón.

MORE INFO
 www.south.is

 visitsouthiceland

 southiceland

 southiceland

 southiceland
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GEOTHERMAL ENERGY AND BATHING
Geothermal energy is one of Iceland´s most important 
power sources and primarily comes from heat stored in 
the Earth’s core. South is home to some of the largest 
geothermal areas is Iceland. This sustainable energy is 
utilized in many ways, such as heating greenhouses, and 
creating electricity. The geothermal energy also creates 
plenty of natural hot pools in many shapes and sizes, 
where one can bathe year-round.

THE LAND OF FIRE AND ICE
Iceland’s old nickname, ‘The Land of Fire and Ice,’ is nowhere 
more evident than in the South, home to Iceland’s most 
famous volcanoes and glaciers. These forces have been 
shaping the land for thousands of years and the nearest 
examples of that are the powerful eruptions in the famous 
Eyjafjallajökull 2010 and Grímsvötn 2011. In South Iceland 
you’ll find the biggest glacier in Europe by cubic measure, 
Vatnajökull glacier.

THE ICELANDIC HORSE AND SAGAS
Culture in the area has deep roots in history and great 
emphasis is placed on the preservation of cultural heritage, 
whether it is crafts, inventions, history, traditional farmhouses, 
or churches. One of the most famous of the Icelandic Sagas, 
Brennu-Njáls Saga, took place in the South. There is a strong 
link between history and culture in Iceland and the Icelandic 
horse. First brought to Iceland from Norway by Viking settlers, 
the breed has lived here in isolation since, resulting a pure 
breed, known for its fifth gait and gentle character.

BLACK BEACHES
South Iceland offers nearly 500 km of coastline, from 
Þorlákshöfn in the West, to Höfn in the East. There are many 
places to enjoy the coastline along the way. In particular the 
long swathes of black beaches that offer different atmospehe 
with every season and provide ideal photo opportunities. 
These beaches have also proved popular filming locations 
for scenes in Hollywood blockbusters and music videos. 

FOOD AND CULTURE
The South region is the largest agriculture area in Iceland 
and therefore one of the country ś richest food chests.  
The towns along the coast are famous for their fresh seafood. 
The fresh air, abundant water, geothermal energy and 
vast unpolluted landscapes provide outstanding raw 
material for chefs - and ultimately, your enjoyment. 
The cultural life in the South of Iceland is rich and diverse, 
with art exhibits year-round and various musical events 
featuring a wide array of genres are frequent. 
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COASTAL TOWNS
The small cluster of towns along the shoreline, Stokkseyri, 
Eyrarbakki and Þorlákshöfn, are renowned for their 
beautiful seashore, breaking waves, and birdlife. The area 
offers sensational panoramic views over most of the south 
coast e.g. over the volcanoes Mt. Hekla and Eyjafjallajökull 
and to the Westman Islands. Many preserved houses from 
the period 1890-1920 are in the area. It is also an important 
nesting area, especially for wetland birds, offers a wide range 
of beautiful landscapes with black sand beaches, cliffs, lava 
formations, caves, geothermal areas, vivid hot springs and 
features some of the best surfing spots in Iceland. 

AMAZING ICE CAVES
Ice caves are amazing wonders of nature, hiding under the 
glaciers. If you are into photography or just interested in 
exploring adventurous things in Iceland, you should book 
an ice cave tour in South Iceland. Small amounts of regular 
ice appear to be white because of air bubbles inside them.  
In glaciers, the pressure causes the air bubbles to be 
squeezed out increasing the density of the created ice. Large 
quantities of water appear to be blue, as it absorbs other 
colours more efficiently than blue. Therefore, a large piece of 
compressed ice, or a glacier, would appear blue.

ÞJÓRSÁRDALUR
Þjórsárdalur valley contains amazing natural and cultural 
attractions. The valley is rather flat and has much pumice, 
due to volcanic eruptions from Hekla. In Þjórsárdalur valley, 
one of the hidden treasure of Iceland, the breathtaking place 
Gjáin can be found. When visiting Þjórsárdalur, one should 
not miss the magnificent waterfalls, Háifoss and Hjálparfoss. 
Þjóðveldisbærinn is a reconstructed farm based on the 
excavated farmhouse Stöng from the commonwealth era in 
Iceland. It gives you the opportunity to study the buildings of 
our ancestors and learn about their background and daily life.

KATLA UNESCO GLOBAL GEOPARK
Named for one of its most known volcanoes, Katla which 
is under the glacier Mýrdalsjökull, the geopark is in every 
sense the land of ice and fire. These forces have been shaping 
the land for thousands of years, but there are also other 
amazing landscapes in the area. These versatile landscapes 
make various activities and adventures possible, such as ice 
climbing and glacier walking, hiking, caving, horse-riding, 
sightseeing, angling, jeep safaris and golf. 

CAVES
For spelunkers and potholers, Iceland has scores of 
caves to be explored. Some caves must be explored with 
a guide for safety reasons while others can be accessed 
without one. Many agencies offer cave exploration tours 
for travellers. To name a few caves in South Iceland: 
Raufarhólshellir lava cave, the fourth longest cave in 
Iceland; Gjábakkahellir lava cave with breathtaking sights 
and beautiful lava formations and ice sculptures; and 
Steinahellir, a cave which is thought to be a natural cave 
that was later enlarged by man to make it more habitable.



RE
YK

JA
NE

S



Reykjanes Peninsula is a UNESCO Global Geopark and 

part of the European and Global Geopark network. 

Besides hosting the Keflavík International Airport 

and, just a few minutes away, the spectacular Blue 

Lagoon, the Reykjanes peninsula is a destination in 

its own right. The Reykjanes peninsula has several 

high-temperature geothermal areas, three of which 

have been harnessed to generate electricity. Nowhere 

on earth is the junction in the earth’s crust between 

the European and American tectonic plates as clearly 

visible as on the Reykjanes peninsula. 

The area is a veritable hotbed for recreational 

activities. The dramatic, rugged landscape features 

volcanic craters, caves, lava fields, geothermal waters, 

and hot springs, in addition to a variety of restaurants, 

museums, churches, lighthouses, and festivals.

REYKJANES
MAJOR TOWNS
Grindavík, Garður, Sandgerði,  
Reykjanesbær, Vogar.

REGIONAL AIRPORT
Keflavik international Airport

MAJOR ATTRACTIONS
Blue Lagoon, Gunnuhver, Krýsuvík,  
Reykjanes lighthouse Garðskagi, 
Keilir, Katlahraun, 
Bridge Between Continents.

MORE INFO
 visitreykjanes.is

 visitreykjanes

 visitreykjanes

 visitreykjanes

 reykjanes
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THE REYKJANES HIGHLANDS
The humble highlands of the Reykjanes peninsula are one 
of Reykjanes best kept secret. Less than an hour’s drive 
from the capital of Reykjavík and the Keflavík International 
airport you can witness a variety of volcanic landscapes, 
geothermal colours and energy sources. Grænadyngja is 
a steep hyaloclastite mountain west of the Sog-geosite. 
It has the same geolocical features as Trölladyngja 
mountain. It is a geothermal site with volcanic fissures.

GUNNUHVER 
On the tip of the Reykjanes peninsula is an active 
geothermal hot spring called Gunnuhver. The mud 
pools form when steam from boiling geothermal water 
emanates and condenses and mixes with surface water. 
The Gunnuhver area is very accessible with ramps where 
you can look down to the springs and hear the vigorous 
noise, see the boiling water and feel the power bursting 
from the ground and the steam on your face. 

REYKJANES UNESCO GLOBAL GEOPARK
The Reykjanes peninsula, with its abundant volcanic and 
geothermal activity, is a Unesco Global Geopark, and the only 
place in the world where the Mid-Atlantic Ridge is visible 
above sea level. The landscape that makes up the peninsula 
is characterized by Tuff Mountains and hyaloclastite ridges 
that formed in subglacial eruptions, as well as several series 
of craters and other large shield volcanoes from more recent 
times. In many places, there are lava stacks that formed in 
fissure eruptions, when large volumes of lava flowed from 
craters in the faults.

HIKE AND EXPLORE
The Reykjanes peninsula offers more than 230 km of hiking 

trails along beautiful coastlines and cross magnificent 

lava fields and high temperature areas. Trails range from 

short and easy, to more challenging hikes in the mountains.  

Mt. Keilir rises up in the middle of the peninsula and offers a 

great panoramic viewpoint of the area.

THE BRIDGE BETWEEN CONTINENTS
The lava-scarred Reykjanes peninsula lies on one of the 
world’s major plate boundaries, the Mid Atlantic Ridge, 
between the Eurasian and North American tectonic plates, 
which are continuously drifting apart. As the plates diverge, 
linear fractures known as fissures form. The Bridge between 
continents at Sandvík is a small footbridge over a major 
fissure which provides clear evidence of the presence of a 
diverging plate margin. The bridge was built as a symbol for 
the connection between Europe and North America.
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LOCAL TREATS 
The Reykjanes peninsula is surrounded by the Atlantic 

Ocean and for centuries the fishing industry has shaped 

the culture of the region. Today, restaurants in the area 

celebrate this history and the fish that spawned it. 

Enjoy fresh seafood, caught by the local fishermen and 

prepared by local chefs. Local specialties include the 

salted cod in Grindavík and crab fiest in Sandgerði. 

THE BLUE LAGOON
A visit to the Blue Lagoon Iceland geothermal spa is a 
can’t-miss part of your stay in Iceland. Guests renew their 
relationship with nature, soak up the scenic beauty and enjoy 
breathing the clean, fresh air while relaxing in the warm 
geothermal seawater. It is no surprise that the readers of 
“Conde Nast Traveller” voted Blue Lagoon as the best spa in 
the world, or that it was seleted as one of 25 wonders of the 
world by National Geographic. 

HEALTH AND WELLNESS
Opportunities for better health and wellness are one of the 
Reykjanes peninsula’s main attractions. The natural elements 
and resources found in the area are rare and have influenced 
the way of living for the residence and the industries. Leading 
the way in this category is the Blue Lagoon, giving our guests 
the opportunity to embrace the unique natural spa and the 
geothermal energy. For others that want to get closer to the 
local experience can try out the five swimming pools on the 
peninsula, all of them using geothermal water.

THE ICELANDIC MUSIC SCENE
The Icelandic museum of Rock ‘n’ Roll opened in 
Reykjanesbaer in 2014 in honour of Icelandic musicians 
who have made their mark on the world. The exhibition 
document the development of Icelandic music scene for 
the last hundred years. What could be more appropriate 
than a rock n’ roll museum in the town that has been 
called the Liverpool of Iceland for the number of Beatles 
inspired pop groups from the area. 

THE TWILIGHT OF REYKJANES PENINSULA
On the edge of the town Garður, lies the beautiful old 

lighthouse Garðskagaviti. This picturesque lighthouse 

is the perfect backdrop to enjoy beautiful sunsets in 

the evenings or perhaps late night northern lights 

extravaganza on dark winter nights with undisturbed 

views across the horizon. 
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AIRPORT 

Reykjavík airport

MAJOR ATTRACTIONS 

Reykjavík City Hall, Harpa Concert 

Hall, Hallgrímskirkja Church, the 

Reykjavík Pond, the Old Harbour, 

Mt Esja, Mt Úlfarsfell, Elliðaárda-

lur Valley, Viðey Island, Culinary, 

Culture, Nightlife.

MORE INFO 

 visitreykjavik.is  

 visitreykjavik 

 visitreykjavik 

 visitreykjavik 

  reykjavikloves

With a population of approx. 215,000 in the greater Reykjavík 
area, Iceland’s capital is not exactly a whirlwind metropolis.  
But don’t be deceived—a steady beat of energy and events keeps 
the capital city alive and pulsing with excitement. Reykjavík is a 
popular alternative travel destination for all seasons, offering  
a myriad of adventures and a paradise of possibilities for 
all who visit. From the Vikings of old to the architects of 
contemporary culture, many different groups have influenced 
the shaping of the capital area into the vibrant city it is today, 
city which is said to buzz with creative energy and passion.

Reykjavík is a hotbed of activity all year round, with a 
remarkable number of annual festivals and seasonal events 
attracting countless festivalgoers and media attention from 
around the world.

Reykjavík boasts seventeen quality thermal pools, each one 
features a traditional lap-pool, with a number of wonderful 
hot tubs where you can relax and engage in small-talk with 
the locals. Our geothermal pools are not only a great source 
of natural therapy but an important part of our culture and a 
tonic for the body and mind. 

In Reykjavík you’ll also discover a thriving culinary scene 
with many outstanding restaurants and a diverse cultural 
life, with a variety of interesting museums, theatres, galleries 
and sports facilities. So however long you stay, we hope you’ll 
discover the bubbling energy of Reykjavík and share your 
adventures with your family and friends.

REYKJAVÍK
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THERMAL POOLS
The greater Reykjavík area boasts seventeen quality 
swimming pools which are all filled to the brim with 
Iceland’s famous geothermal water. Each features a 
traditional lap-pool, with a number of wonderful hot tubs 
where you can join the locals. Taking a dip in one of the 
city’s great community thermal pools is always a great way 
to start a day or freshen up between other activities. The 
thermal pools function as a meeting place for locals who 
may swim a few laps before settling down in a geothermal 
hot tub to exchange the latest news or simply to relax. 

REYKJAVÍK CITY HALL
An impressive building on the northern shore of the Lake 
Tjörnin is one of Reykjavík’s known landmarks, Reykjavík 
City Hall. This impressive building in the centre of Reykjavík, 
connects nature, water and is designed deliberately to attract 
bird-life to the centre of town. It houses the Mayor and other 
executive officials of Reykjavík. The Official Tourist Information 
Centre is located on the ground floor, where a friendly staff 
will help make your stay in Reykjavík even more memorable! 
The building is also put to use as a gallery, hosting a steady 
stream of new and exciting exhibitions and events. A perennial 
favourite in the exhibition hall is a huge relief map of Iceland.

DOWNTOWN REYKJAVÍK
Downtown Reykjavík has an astounding variety of restaurants 
offering both traditional and international cuisine cooked using 
the finest ingredients. The pride of Icelandic cuisine is the fresh 
fish and the delicious lamb, which we cheerfully claim to be 
one of the best in the world. For the best shopping experience 
in Reykjavík hit the downtown area of the city which is where 
most of the shops and boutiques are located. Stay up late and 
make your way down to the impressive Sólfar (Sun Voyager), a 
sculpture by the waterfront in Reykjavík and watch one of the 
best nature shows on Earth, a sunset over Reykjavík.

OLD HARBOUR AREA
The Old Harbour, built in the early 1900’s, is booming with 
the addition of Harpa, our award winning new concert hall. 
Apart from it being a beautiful place for a walk, with stunning 
views across the bay to Mount Esja, the Old Harbour area is 
home to exciting restaurants and cafés. And if you want to 
explore a different side of Reykjavík, local tour operators offer 
whale watching and puffin tours, as well as scooter rides and 
bicycle rentals. The area is a true testament to the wonderful 
community spirit responsible for re-establishing it as a new 
vibrant quarter of Reykjavík City.

HALLGRÍMSKIRKJA
Hallgrímskirkja church is Reykjavík’s main landmark and 
its tower can be seen from almost everywhere in the city. 
Hallgrímskirkja is a national monument, dedicated to one of 
the most renowned poet of Iceland, Hallgrímur Pétursson. 
The church tower offers a great viewpoint of the city, while 
the church itself features a large pipe organ standing tall 
at an impressive 15m and weighing a remarkable 25 tons. 
This mechanical action organ is driven by four manuals and 
a pedal, 102 ranks, 72 stops and 5,275 pipes.
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MOUNT ESJA
Dominating dramatically the Reykjavík city skyline and 
providing a stunning backdrop to the capital area is the 
impressive Mount Esja, a popular destination for day-trippers 
and riddled with well-worn hiking trails. The view from 
the top of this 900-metre high mountain is breath-taking. 
Approximately 200 metres from the top, there’s a point marked 
with a big rock called “Steinn”. Most inexperienced climbers 
choose to stop there and take in the view before going down 
again, as the path becomes increasingly difficult from there on. 
If you do get to the top, don’t forget to sign the guestbook. 

MOUNT ÚLFARSFELL
One of Reykjavík’s best kept secrets is Mount Úlfarsfell, 
which is a small mountain, around 300 meters high, located 
south of Reykjavík. The mountain is an easy climb for all. 
Furthermore, the top of the mountain gives a great view 
over the majestic Mount Esja, Bláfjöll skiing area, the 
Reykavík area and Faxaflói bay with Viðey Island close to 
the well visible Skrafabakki harbour. On a good clear day, 
the Reykjanes peninsula and the Hengill geothermal area is 
visible as well. You might even be able to spot Snæfellsjökull 
glacier at the horizon.

WHALE WATCHING
The ocean around Iceland is a natural habitat for many 
different types of whales. Commonly sighted on whale 
watching tours from Reykjavík are Minke whales, 
Whitebeaked dolphins, harbour porpoises and Humpback 
whales. Don’t miss out on an unforgettable experience 
with an up-close encounter with some of the world’s 
largest and magnificent animals.

VIÐEY ISLAND
Apart from its ancient ruins and rich historical background, 
other attractions include impressive works of art by Yoko 
Ono (the Imagine Peace Tower) and Richard Serra (the 
Milestones project). With an extensive network of trails 
and a population of various bird species, the island can be 
explored both on foot and bicycle. No matter which path 
you take, you’ll be rewarded with spectacular views of the 
surrounding mainland, and to the west you’ll be able to see 
the impressive outline of the Snæfellsnes peninsula.

REYKJAVÍK MUSEUMS 
Experience the history of Reykjavík at the Reykjavík City 
Museum and the arts and culture at Reykjavík Art Museum. 
Reykjavík Art Museum is the largest art museum in Iceland, 
housed in three distinct buildings in central Reykjavík. The 
Museum regularly exhibits works by three of Iceland’s most 
renowned artists; Erró, Kjarval, and Ásmundur Sveinsson. 
The mission of Reykjavík City Museum is to maintain 
strong and demonstrable ties with the community, to be 
reliable, informative, and accessible, to encourage guest 
participation, and to provide attentive service to all visitors.




