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Agricultural Film 
Berry Plastics Corporation

Get the maximum service from Tufflite™ brand UVI copolymer greenhouse coverings by following the instructions below.

Please read the instructions completely prior to installation.

Continued on back of page

Aluminum locking channels are recommended for securing Tufflite to the desired structure. If the locking channel has a plastic 
liner that contains a plasticizer (or if the framework is PVC pipe), an extra layer of polyethylene film between Tufflite and the plasticized 
material (or PVC pipe) will alleviate any chemical reactivity with the covering material. 

Apply a heavy coat of industry approved white latex paint to all locking devices including the poly to approximately 4" above the lock.

Note: Direct contact of the polyethylene with the PVC pipe is not advocated.

Troubled with the poly (PE) slipping in the lock? Could be the poly or, could be the lock. Try a narrow strip of PE in the lock - running the 
length of the house - to give extra bulk. 

Note: Roughing the contact points of the lock with a very fine (240 or 260) sandpaper has been found to be helpful.

Wiggle wire is a good technique for securing film to greenhouse frames. When using Wiggle Wires for securing Tufflite to the 
desired structure make sure to use a full single wire minimum and use a second wire in areas subject to high winds and severe weather. You 
can overlap two full wires going in the opposite direction or use a short strip to hold the film in and use a second full length wire in the entire 
channel to tighten it down.

Measure and then cut the heavy aluminum base to length, file the cut ends to reduce the likelihood of the plastic tearing on a sharp end. Drill 
holes in the aluminum base for the screws, then use galvanized flat-headed screws to attach the base to the frame. Wiggle wire expands in length 
when inserted, if you cut the wiggle wire too long you will need to trim the end once installed. Wiggle the wire into the base channel, up, then 
down, while pulling the poly as taut as possible without tearing the film.

Option 1  - Aluminum Locking Channel Installation

Option 2  - Wiggle Wire Installation
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5. Apply two layers of sheeting or one roll of tubing to form an air space (bubble) in areas where wind imposes repeated stress. Single layer   
 installations may not have sufficient resistance to wind damage due to repeated flexing. 

 Note: Growers use a single layer at their own risk. 

6.  Outside air, with its lower moisture content, is recommended for the inflation in the air space (bubble). Warm air from the inside of the   
 greenhouse, with its higher level of moisture, is a source of condensation when it is introduced into the cooler atmosphere in the 
 air space (bubble). 

 Note: Moisture trapped between the layers of poly has a tendency to reduce light.  

 Temperatures under the inside layer of covering can reach high levels during daylight hours and there is always the possibility of thermal   
 degradation. Inside air, oxygen, and often heavily used greenhouse chemicals be another source of premature degradation of the poly.

 Care should be taken to locate the inflation air intake tube at a point where it will not be blocked by snow or become filled with water. 

 Note: It is important when introducing the air into the bubble that it be blown in obliquely rather than directly on the film. 

 Proper air pressure in the bubble is extremely important. Use of a simple manometer is recommended. 
 At approximately 1/4" of water, the air space (bubble) is properly inflated.

Continued Installation Instructions

 Please call your local Berry Tufflite 
Distributor or Berry Plastics 

1.800.551.5036 with any questions 
prior to installation.

After installation, avoid surface contact or extended exposure of the covering 
to herbicides, pesticides, fungicides, and more specifically, bromine, chlorine, 
fluorine, iodine, sulfur, petroleum based chemicals, and/or wood preservatives 
containing copper.

For a complete list of chemicals that when in contact with Polyethylene can lead 
to premature degradation, please call your local Berry Tufflite Distributor or Berry 
Plastics 1.800.845.0124.

Small tears in greenhouse film can be patched with greenhouse film tape. Only 
approved greenhouse repair tape should be used to avoid degrading the poly. 
Duct tapes are not an approved repair tape as the adhesives can degrade the film 
and the tape does not transmit light.

Care & Maintenance

DUCT

If nails are used to secure Tufflite, it should be sandwiched between two pieces of lath. Nail through the outside lath every 6" to 8" 
with the nail piercing three layers of film. It is important that a uniform tension and pressure be maintained on the PE. If the poly is not 
secure, a nail will not hold it. During periods of high winds, it will pull through an insecure installation.

Note: Apply a heavy coat of an industry approved white latex paint over unpainted or treated wood. Allow the 
recommended curing time before covering. Dark surfaces absorb solar heat–contact with such areas causes 
premature thermal degradation of the polyethylene covering. 
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Option 3  - Nail Installation
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