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We are here to help!  

If you have questions or need assistance with growing your 

seeds, please reach out! Email us at hello@cloversgarden.com 

and we will get back to you right away. 

 

Glossary 
 

• Annual → Plants with a life cycle that lasts only one year. They grow from seed, bloom, 
produce seeds, and die in one growing season. They need to be replanted each Spring. 
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• Biennial → A biennial plant is a flowering plant that takes two years to complete its 
lifecycle. In the first year, the plant only grows leaves, stems, and roots, then it enters a 
period of dormancy over the colder months. 

• Determinate → Tomato plants that have an exact limit to their growth, usually only 
about 2 to 3 feet tall. 

• Heirloom → Plant that has a history of being passed down within a family or 
community.  

• Hybrid → Plants created from a controlled method of pollination in which the pollen of 
two different species or varieties is crossed by human intervention.  

• Indeterminate → Tomato plants that will grow as large as you will allow them to grow. 

• Monoecious → Cucumber plants will grow both male and female flowers; such 
cucumber plants do not need another cultivar cucumber plant for pollination.  

• Perennial → Plants that live for more than two years; they return year after year and 
continue growing until they reach maturity. Perennials usually last 3 to 5 years. 

• Scoville Heat Units (SHU) → The Scoville Heat Units (SHU) indicates the amount of 
capsaicin present in a pepper. The higher the SHU rating, the hotter the pepper. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Disease Glossary 
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• Alternaria Stem Canker → The formation of large, irregular shaped, dark brown to black 
areas with light and dark rings on stems near the soil. These areas will enlarge as the 
plant grows causing stem death and plant collapse. 

• Angular Leaf Spot → Bacterial disease which causes chlorosis (loss of green coloration) 
and death of leaf tissue. 

• Anthracnose → Fungal disease that causes dark lesions on the leaves of plants; severe 
cases could develop lesions or cankers on the stems. 

• Bacterial Speck → Common disease tomato that can cause reduced yields when 
affecting leaves in the early stages of the growing season; dark brown or black spots (of 
different sizes and shapes) on plant leaves, fruit, and stems. 

• Bean Common Mosaic Virus → This virus causes a mosaic pattern, alternating light and 
dark green patches, to develop on the leaves of the bean plant. The leaves can develop 
a downward curl or pucker from this disease. 

• Blight → A plant disease usually caused by fungi; it’s a rapid cycle of complete chlorosis, 
browning, and then death of plant tissues. 

• Brown Tip → Leaf tips turn brown when they lose water; this can be caused by 
underwatering, overwatering, or using too much fertilizer.  

• Cercospora Blight → This is caused by the fungus Cercospora (which can survive a 
winter in affected foliage). This causes leaf disfiguring and can cause a drop-in yield. 

• Cucumber Mosaic Virus → A plant pathogenic virus that causes a ‘shoestring syndrome” 
in which edges of leaves do not develop and also causes a mosaic patter on the plant 
leaves; this virus causes cucumbers to be pale and bumpy, and the fruit can be weirdly 
shaped. 

• Downy Mildew → This causes yellow, white, or grayish fuzzy looking spores on the 
surface of older leaves.  

• Fusarium Wilt → Is a common fungal disease; the entire plant turns yellow and wilts, 
leaves can brown.  

• Lettuce Mosaic Virus → This causes a mosaic pattern on the leaves, and the virus causes 
the leaves to not function properly; can stunt growth and limit yields. 

• Pink Root → Infected roots turn pink, and then as time goes on it turns a darker pink to 
red, the roots then shrivel, turn black, and die. This infection causes stunted growth but 
rarely causes a plant to die. 

• Powdery Mildew → Fungal disease that causes mildewy-white spores to appear on the 
plant leaves; slows the growth of your plant, and in severe cases can cause reduced 
yields and quality.  

• Root Knot Nematode → Result of nematode feeding and causes ‘knots’ in the root 
system of infected plan; more common in hot climates with short winters. 

• Scab → Fungal plant disease that causes crusty lesions on fruits, stems, leaves, and even 
root systems; leaves affected may wither and fall off the plant. 

• Smut → Fungal disease that only appears externally when the plant is about to reach 
maturity; identified by black, dusty masses of spores. 

• Stemphylium (Gray Leaf Spot) → Fungal disease that causes tan round spots, on leaves, 
that have a dark brown border. 
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• Thrips → A tiny, slender insect with wings and asymmetrical mouthparts; common 
garden pest that punctures plant and sucks up the contents of the plant.  

• Tobacco Mosaic Virus → A virus that causes stunting of leaf growth, mosaic pattern on 
leaves, malformation of growing leaves, yellow spots on leaves, and yellowing of leaf 
veins. 

• Verticillium Wilt → Fungal disease that invades plants through their roots and spreads 
through the plant’s system; causes sudden wilt on one side of the plant and yellowing of 
leaves.  

 


