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Make some reservations in advance and come 
prepared, and then just relax and let Ptown work 
its magic. 

How do you get here? 

Ferry & taxi 
Book your fast ferry tickets ASAP. Like right now. 
Seriously—they fill up quickly! 

www.baystatecruisecompany.com  
We love Baystate and Mike the owner is a huge 
supporter of the community! 

www.bostonharborcruises.com  
Home to Salacia, the largest and fastest catamaran of its 
kind in North America. There’s a concierge service here 
to help you make Ptown plans. 

Cape Air 
Cape Air will bring you right to the Provincetown Airport 
direct from Boston or White Plains NY. Take a taxi from 
the airport or even rent a car. Cape Air’s small  

eight-seater single-engine airplanes ensure that 
wherever you sit, you’ll have a great view! 

The Bourne and Sagamore bridges 
Because of the canal, all traffic enters and leaves the 
Cape via two very small bridges (that have created 
traffic problems for nearly a century!). Traffic can back 
up for hours at busy times, so it’s best to go very early 
(before 8 am) or very late (after 10 pm) if you want a 
smooth ride. Try and take the Sagamore if you can; it 
lines you up nicely for Route 6, and besides, the Bourne 
Bridge is one of the 10 most dangerous bridges in 
America. 

Route 6 
This is the highway (sometimes a generous term) that 
goes from California all the way into the Province Lands 
of the Cape Cod National Seashore. 

Route 6 alternates between being a legit highway, a 
street, and a rural two-lane road at various points, and 
it’s heavily patrolled by police for speeding, especially in 
Eastham and Wellfleet.

http://www.baystatecruisecompany.com
http://www.bostonharborcruises.com
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When you arrive… 
The guest house or condo at which you’re staying won’t 
be right by the ferry, so you have two options: 
1) Taxis are available at the dock or via advance 
reservation 
2) Just roll your suitcase down Commercial Street (the 
main drag) to your destination. Roll with pride. You’re 
here, you’re queer, and it’s going to be a fabulous time!  

Getting around town 
Your best bet, no matter how you got here, is to rent a 
bicycle, and we tell you how a little later on. But there 
are a couple of other options.  

• And then there are taxis:  
• Black & White Taxi: 508.487.7800  
• Mercedes Cab: 508.487.3333  
• Pride Taxi Service: 508.487.3400  
• Junior’s Taxi: 508.487.0265  
• Ptown Taxi Service: 508.413.9958  
• Cape Cab: 508.487.2222  

They’re not inexpensive, but they are sure convenient! 

Car rentals... 
There’s an Enterprise Rent-a-Car out at the 
Provincetown airport. Call ahead to reserve a car and 
tell them when you’ll be picking it up, as the office is not 
always staffed. 508.487.0009 

Automated teller machines (ATMs) 
There are 24-hour ATMs in the following locations:  
The two branches of Seamen’s Bank (Commercial Street 
and next to Stop & Shop on Shank Painter Road)  
At TD Bank on Shank Painter Road (across from 
Cumberland Farms)  
Beside the Portuguese bakery on Commercial Street  
At Lopes Square, beside the Chamber of Commerce 
Outside of the Crown and Anchor on Commercial Street 

Public restrooms  
The location of public restrooms is always a useful thing 
to know! In Provincetown, there are several options:  
At the bus parking area between the two piers  
On Commercial Street in the old firehouse (near Bayside 
Betsy’s)  
Inside the Town Hall building  
Inside Stop & Shop on Shank Painter Road  
Inside Cumberland Farms on Shank Painter Road



Do I need a reservation? 
Head into your Provincetown stay with a plan! 

Inn/B&B reservations 
Don’t just come and hope for the best. You’ll probably 
find a place to stay, but it won’t be your first, second, or 
third choice…  

Dinner reservations 
If you’re interested in a “nice” dinner, you’ll need 
reservations. Call ahead (even before you come) to dine 
at the Red Inn, Central House, the Mews, Front Street, 
Jimmy’s Hideaway, Ross’ Grill, or Saki. There’s no 
inexpensive eating in town, so even the less-high-end 
places like Fanizzi’s, Napi’s, Bayside Betsy’s, and the 
Lobster Pot will need a reservation. 

Bicycle reservations 
Bikes are the best—and only—way to get around town; 
call to reserve yours ASAP (as in, before you get here!), 
or plan to bring one with you for the week. Bikes can be 
rented by the hour or day as well, depending on your 
needs. 

Everyone in Provincetown rides around on bikes. It’s the 
only way to the beach, the gym, market, to the liquor 
store, or anywhere else that’s not “right there.” If you 
don’t get one, when you change your mind (and you 
will!) they are rarely available, and cost twice as much. 

Bike shops to call: 
Arnold’s Bikes: (508) 487-0844 
Ptown Bikes: (508) 487-8735 
Gale Force Bikes: (508) 487-4849 
Ball Bikes: (508) 487-3000



Bike rides 
Bikes are useful for travel around town but how about 
seven miles of paved bike path through the dunes in the 
Province Lands of the National Seashore? The paved 
and marked bicycle trails at the Cape Cod National 
Seashore run through the dunes and past the beaches 
at the tip of Cape Cod. The trails feature the most 
beautiful views of the beaches, dunes, and ocean on 
the Lower Cape. The scenery is spectacular, and the trail 
is relatively easy but also has some good hills to really 
get the heart pumping.  

Thinking of getting married? 
A lot of people come to Provincetown for a romantic 
beach wedding—and why shouldn’t they? After all, 
Massachusetts is where marriage equality all started! 
What you need to know is that there’s a three-day 
waiting period between when you apply for the license 
and when you can have the ceremony (though if you 
really don’t have the time, you can get a waiver); you 
don’t need a witness. Want an officiant and help 
planning and organizing? Before you get here, check out 
www.GetMarriedInPtown.com where Jeannette and 
Michelle can help!  

Tours 
Arts Dune Tours is one of the oldest tourist attractions: 
it’s a family operation that’s been in business since 
1946. Tours include standard dune tours, dune-and-
kayak tours, sunset tours, and even “art with Art’s,” all of 
which include a look at the dunes’ fascinating story, a 
history of lifesaving, artists’ shacks, and more. Check 
them out at artsdunetours.org/ or drop by the office at 
4 Standish Street, 508-487-1950. Tell the “Robs” that 
ptownie sent you! 

Mayflower Trolley Tour: See the sights (and sites!) of 
Provincetown on a guided trolley tour. Departures 
several times a day from MacMillan Pier and Standish 
Street. More at mayflowertrolley.com 

http://www.GetMarriedInPtown.com
http://www.GetMarriedInPtown.com


Museums 
The Provincetown Art Association and Museum (PAAM) was 
established in 1914 by a group of artists and 
townspeople to build a permanent collection of works 
by artists of outer Cape Cod.  Check out their collection 
as well as workshops offered throughout the summer. 

The Pirate Museum looks a little hokey from the outside, 
but this museum next to the ferry landing actually holds 
the artifacts from the pirate ship Whydah that went 
down off Provincetown in 1717. 

Pilgrim Monument 
The Pilgrim Monument and Provincetown Museum is 
home to the tremendous tower that dominates Ptown. 
The view is well worth the climb (and it’s not really that 
difficult, as there are ramps instead of stairs), and the 
museum will give you a good sense of the town’s 
history. 

Whale-watching 
This isn’t just some touristy crap—this is something you 
should really do! Whales played an important part in 
Provincetown’s economy in the 19th century. This 
tradition is carried out today as thousands of whale- 
watchers head off from Provincetown each year to 
observe, rather than hunt, these now-endangered 
mammals in their natural habitat. Dolphin Fleet of 
Provincetown is located on MacMillan Pier and is 
associated with the Center for Coastal Studies. Purchase 
tickets at the Chamber Building, 307 Commercial Street, 
Lopes Square. 

Fishing charters 
If sport fishing for blues, bass, cod, and tuna is your 
thing, there are several companies that will take you out
—and clean and fillet your catch for you. 
Ginny G Sport fishing Charters, 
MacMillan Pier. 508-246-3656 
Sea Salt Charters, also on MacMillan Pier.  508-444-2732 
Fishing Parties aboard the CeeJay. 508-487-4330 

Boats 
Kayaking: You must spend time on the water while 
visiting Ptown! Venture Athletics, located at the end of 
Whalers Wharf, and Provincetown Aquasports at 33R 
Commercial Street will get you geared up for an 
afternoon of kayaking or paddle boarding (SUP).   

Flyer’s Boat Rentals: Will rent kayaks, paddleboards, 
powerboats and sailboats by the hour, half-day, or day. 
Sail over to Long Point and enjoy a lazy afternoon far 
from the madding crowd! Flyer’s is located at 131A 
Commercial Street. 

Dog Gone Sailing Charters provides several trips for you 
and your four-legged friend to enjoy the ocean breeze 
together. While you’re out you may picnic or just take in 
the birds and sun. On the mooring, instead of heading 
to shore, enjoy a great swim off the back of the boat. It 
is an easy climb back aboard up the aft ladder.



Beaches 
Getting to the beach can be either a long (15-20 
minute), messy walk or a thing of beauty depending on 
whether you are an optimist or a pessimist. 

The marshes are also known as a place that people go 
to hook up, but they are patrolled. Being so far from 
anything, some use it as a nude beach (though 
technically it’s not allowed). Because of the distance to, 
well… anything, there are no services of any kind on the 
beach. You have no bathrooms, and no access to food 
or drink of any kind—bring it with you. 

Herring Cove (the boy beach): There is a bike-parking 
place at the edge of the trail, where you park your bike 
(near the Moors). 

Herring Cove (for women): The journey to the beach isn’t 
as tough for women. Just past where you will see all the 
boys’ bikes along the fence, there will be a sign 
indicating a bike path. This paved path will lead you to 
the south parking lot of Herring Cove beach. It’s a short 
walk north (keep the water on your left) to a wonderful 
concession stand, Far Land on the Beach. Here you will 
find great food, bathrooms, showers, and changing 
rooms. Girls just want to have fun! And they know how. 

Bonfires 
It’s a time-honored way of spending an evening, 
gathering around a bonfire on the beach as the sun dips 
into the water, roasting corn or meat or marshmallows. 
And you can do it here, but you have to know how. 
Bonfire permits for National Seashore beaches are 
available only though the Seashore itself—and the 
rangers are very vigilant, so trying to have a fire sans 
permit will be a disappointing and expensive 
undertaking.  

Only a set number of permits are issued for each 
evening, and you must apply for and obtain them in 
person at the Seashore Visitor Center. Reservations may 
be made up to three days in advance, and permits are 
free, but must be picked up the day of the fire at the 
reserving visitor center before 3:30 pm. The tricky part 
is the number of people who will want fire permits, so 
we recommend that you are waiting at the Visitor 
Center when it opens at 8:00 am. You can be sure that 
other people will be there waiting in line at that time, 
too! 

There are no fires allowed on town beaches.





Are there other things to do? 

Tennis/Yoga/Pilates 
Provincetown Tennis Club (clay courts): A nonprofit 
member-owned organization dedicated to providing a 
healthy and fun social experience for members, 
residents, visitors, and our young people. It’s open to 
the public, offering lessons and clinics for adults and 
children. 288 Bradford Street and can be reached at 
(508) 487-9574. https://www.facebook.com/groups/
provincetowntennisclub/ 
Yoga with Will Coons: One of Provincetown’s favorites 
instructors, he holds classes in the morning at the 
Boatslip. http://massageandyoga.com 
Yoga East: http://www.yogaptown.com 
Pilates: http://www.strengthnclaritypilates.com/
default.html 

Facial/Waxing (Remember, you are getting into a 
bathing suit!) 
Kiss and Makeup: Christine at Kiss and Make Up is also 
one of the most fabulous (and we really mean that) 
townies. She is fierce with her love of makeup, skin care, 
and being a good citizen of the world. If you need a 

facial, waxing, peel, or eyebrow tinting, this is the place 
to go in town. (Check out the hand-painted beard 
brushes, the most perfect gift for your favorite bear!) 
Shui Spa: Located at the Crowne Pointe Historic Inn, this 
elegant Provincetown spa offers guests a tranquil 
unisex environment featuring full service treatment 
rooms, staffed with highly skilled licensed therapists. At 
the center of Shui Spa is a warm mineral therapy tub set 
in a relaxing understated meditative environment. The 
entire spa is intimate and the facilities include a lounge 
area, as well as a sauna and steam room. 

A healthy body is essential for staving off physical and 
mental problems, and you can get one (or watch others 
get theirs!) at the gym:  

Mussel Beach Health Club: With daily, weekly, and 
monthly memberships available, you have no excuses! 
Strength and cardio, classes, personal trainers, and 
more. 35 Bradford Street, 508.487.0001. 

Provincetown Gym & Fitness is an award-winning gym 
and on top of the standard classes and equipment 
offers massage (and you can even book a session 
online). 81 Shank Painter Road, 508.487.2776.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/provincetowntennisclub/
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How about a typical day? 

Morning 
Wake Up: The night before may have been raucous but 
don’t sleep… 
Work Out: Many people run/jog along the great paths 
through the seashore (or guys may run shirtless down 
Commercial St, to be seen), ride bikes, or work out at 
the one of the two gyms in town (Provincetown Gym on 
Shank Painter Road or Mussel Beach on Bradford). 
Eat: There are several wonderful coffee places and cafes 
for breakfast / lunch / brunch. 

Midday 
Shop: While out in town, mid-day is a good time to shop 
for gay-ish clothes, skimpy swimsuits, souvenirs and 
more. 

Pool: The pool lounge and bar scene at the Boatslip 
motel is always a see-and-be-seen scene, but many 
prefer either the pool at the Ptown Inn or the Crown & 
Anchor. They’re all fun places to relax with friends.  

The Boatslip pool is famously run by an angry, leathery 
bear who blows whistles and forces everyone to 
simultaneously mass-rotate their beach chairs… it’s a 
sight to see. 

Beach: At least once, you need to make the Pocahontas / 
Lewis & Clark style trek to the beach. You’ll bike to the 
edge of the Cape, hike through the woods, across a 
field, go through a marsh, and over a dune to get there, 
but it’s beautiful (also semi-clothing-optional but not 
legally so). 

Afternoon 
Tea Dance: The Boatslip’s pool deck is the place to be for 
late afternoon. You can get cleaned up from the pool/
beach (or not, if you’re still boozy), but it’s where you’ll 
be from 4:30-7:00, drinking Planter’s Punch and making 
plans for the rest of the night. 



Nights are full of shows, drinks, and dancing...and 
always end with pizza! 

Evening 
Dinner: After Tea Dance, you’ll want dinner at one of the 
fine local restaurants, and there are a lot to choose 
from. Ask a townie or shopkeeper for more suggestions. 
Far Land at Herring Cove now serves dinner with music 
and a bonfire on the beach on Sunday and Wednesday 
evenings; don’t miss it, it’s one of our favorite things 
about living here! 

Drinks: This is a recurring theme throughout the day, but 
gets a post-dinner boost at any of the happening bars. 

Night 
Shows: There are fun and amazing fun shows in town, 
everything from drag to Broadway. Check out our 
calendar to see what is happening while you’re here!  

Theater: The famous Peregrine Theatre Ensemble is 
Provincetown-based, and there’s also theater at the 
Provincetown Theater on Bradford Street. Check the 
calendar. 

Atlantic House: The A-House is a classic dance favorite, 
and better late at night (after 11) when it’s packed.  
Others: There are tons of bars and parties going on 
throughout the weekend… with enough booze, they are 
all a good time. Some of our standouts are Strangers & 
Saints, Shipwreck, Harbor Lounge (view), Macho Bar 
(super cruising), and The Vault (leather).  

Late Night 
Spiritus: Don’t say we didn’t warn you! After the bars 
boot you out at closing time, you’ll be gobbling pizza at 
Spiritus, the legendary late-night haunt.  See a time-
lapse here. 

Dick Dock: As the name implies, this is for men only. If 
things just ain’t happening for you and you need some 
attention, it’s underneath the Boatslip’s pool deck, along 
the beachfront. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p5gDuVAgW1Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p5gDuVAgW1Q
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Coffey Men: What is not to love about Scott Coffey and 
the clothing he makes (yes, he makes it all himself)? His 
clothing is impeccable especially for fit men and 
women’s bodies. He also makes the most amazing 
“Picnic Harnesses” and belts that you have to check out. 

Yates & Kennedy: If your style is upscale eclectic, this is 
the spot. It’s right next to Coffey Men (and across from 
Joe’s Coffee); if you’re looking for one-of-a-kind home 
furnishings and gifts, this is your spot.   

B-Xclusive: Everyone in town loves Rachel, and there’s a 
good reason why: she’s an ultra-cool chick who makes 
(again, she really does make a lot herself) ultra-cool 
stuff.   

John Derian New England is on Law Street (back of 396 
Commercial Street). The definition of refinement and 
elegance and worth every penny.  One of the best-kept 
secrets in Ptown.  Worth the effort and to explore and 
find this hidden gem of a store.  

Timscapes: Yes, this is the duct tape guy, who’s built an 
iconic brand in Ptown.  His limited edition exclusive t’s 
sell out early so if you like it buy it quick.  Every townie 
wardrobe is full of his great stuff.   

TJ Walton Gallery: TJ is one of Ptown’s most celebrated 
artists and stepped out this year and opened a new 
shop/gallery that sells her artwork as well as other stuff 
she loves. She has an amazing eye, so make sure to 
check out her new spot in the East End. 

Womencrafts: The center of the hive for all activities for 
women in Ptown. Michelle has brought new energy and 
youthfulness to the shop andsearches out the finest 
crafts made by women. If you are looking for something 
special, this is the place! 

MAP: An institution bordering on legend in Ptown for 
style. Pauline is an icon in this town for a good reason. 
This has great stuff you won’t find anywhere! 

Mooncusser: Looking for a tattoo or tattoo-friendly 
merchandise? This place just oozes awesome. 

Toys of Eros: What can we say—everyone who works 
here is totally amazing. In Ptown for over 30 years, this 
is the place to go for all your adult needs. 

Mate: This is the new hit t-shirt shop of the year.  Paul 
(many of you know him from his bartending days at the 
Crown & Anchor) has fulfilled his life dream and opened 
up a t-shirt shop that is just a fun love letter to Ptown. 
He designed everything himself so give the man a 
“Good on You Mate”!! 

Loveland, the Bohemian Marine: Located at 120 
Commercial Street, ask for Josh who is the genius 
behind this store. This is in the far West End (across 
from the Coast Guard Station) but don’t give up and 
keep walking. His quirky, beautiful, and elegant 
sensibility is worth seeking out. Try to visit when the 
shirtless guys from the Coast Guard are playing 
volleyball. 

If you want a book to take to the beach, you’re in 
luck! Provincetown has three independent booksellers, 
a feat that many far larger towns can’t rival. For an 
eclectic selection of used books, go to Tim’s at 242 
Commercial Street (you never know what you’ll find 
there). The Provincetown Bookshop (246 Commercial) is 
the oldest and most venerable of the three, having been 
in business for 85 years and enjoying pride of place 
right across from the Crown & Anchor. And new this 
year is East End Books at 389 Commercial; not only do 
they have a great selection, but they host numerous 
literary events  throughout the year. 


On your way out of town  
The Atlantic Spice Company: Yeah, really. Just stop in and 
you won’t be sorry. 

The Truro Vineyards: Come by for a tour and to sample 
their wines and rums. A fun afternoon and a gorgeous 
place to picnic! 

Down the road from the vineyard is Chequessett 
Chocolate featuring locally made artisan chocolates.

Your Unofficial Guide to the Best Shopping in Ptown



Must-Eats  
We think that anything you eat in Ptown will be magical, 
but we’ve collected a few favorites that we think you 
shouldn’t miss while you’re here. They include:  

• Sushi at Mac’s Fish House  
• Breakfast at Chach’s  
• Pizza (any kind) delivered from Twisted Pizza  
• Roast beef & onion relish at Far Land  
• Chocolate espresso cookies at Relish  
• Malasada at the Portuguese Bakery  
• Guapo burger at Local 186  
• Lobster roll from the Red Shack  
• Lavender fig ice cream at Sweet Escapes (North Truro)  
• Shaking beef at The Mews 
• Pasta Puttanesca at Ciro & Sal’s 
• French Onion Soup at Ross’ Grill 
• Portuguese Cod at Jimmy’s Hideaway 
• Hot Dogs from John’s Foot Long 

• Fish & Chips at the Squealing Pig 
• Lobsters from the Lobster Pot 
• Ice cream at the Nut House 
• Yolqueria’s California folded eggs 
• Fish tacos at Mac’s 
• Handmade donuts at Connie’s Bakery 
• Ham and cheese croquets from Strangers and Saints 
• Cupcakes from Relish (pictured above)





It’s a dog’s life 
Provincetown with your four legged friends. 

Coming to Provincetown with your canine companion? 
Great! Your dog is going to have just as much fun here 
as you will—and he or she is the most welcome of 
visitors, as you’ll see when you first walk down 
Commercial Street. Some days it seems that we have 
more dogs than humans… not that there’s anything 
wrong with that! 

In fact, it’s such a special place for dogs that Dog Fancy 
magazine named Provincetown as the most dog-
friendly town in the United States; its editor notes that 
“it is remarkable to have an entire town where virtually 
every establishment opens its doors to dogs—even the 
bank.” 

Start your day socializing at the Pilgrim Bark Park: it’s 
artsy, funky, creative. There’s a special section for 
smaller dogs and an amazing number of fire hydrants 
for easy bathroom breaks. The dog park is rated as the 

second-best dog park in the US by Dog Fancy, and 
there’s nearly always someone there to play with, Who 
knows who you might meet? There’s a water fountain 
and lots of seating for the humans as well. 

A lot of cafés and restaurants are pet-friendly in 
designated outside areas. Check online or call ahead 
when making reservations (um, you were going to make 
reservations, right?). 

The Seashore is very pet-friendly, as long as you 
observe some basic rules that make the beaches 
pleasurable for everybody. The first and most important 
rule for happy dogs at the Seashore: keep your dog on a 
leash. The second rule is: keep your dog on a leash. The 
third… well, you get our drift! Leashed dogs are 
permitted on fire roads, freshwater ponds, beaches that 
are unprotected by lifeguards, and certain other trails 
between certain dates (the Seashore staff will be happy 
to give you more specifics). They’re not permitted 
wherever indicated by Seashore signage and in areas 
where shorebirds are nesting.



The town beaches are super in that between six and 
nine, morning and night, you and your dog can enjoy 
some unleashed time together. Town beaches are great 
places to throw a Frisbee, romp in and out of the water, 
have a run together, maybe even meet up with some 
canine friends you encountered at the dog park. 

Another great feature of the town beaches is that many 
of them supply you with bags for cleaning up after your 
dog (de rigeur, of course, at both Seashore and town 
beaches); put a couple in your pocket to take with you 
as you walk around town, too. 

If you need a little time apart from your dog, never fear, 
we’ve got you covered: check out the Provincetown Pet 
Resort and Supply on Shank Painter Road 
(508.487.7900) for doggie daycare, boarding, and of 
course all your accessory needs. 

And while we hope you won’t need it, there’s the 
Herring Cove Animal Hospital, also on Shank Painter 

Road, ready to help with emergencies and other 
problems. They’re at 508.487.6449. 

If you’re visiting in September, there’s a special pet 
festival: the Pet Appreciation Weekend features pet 
parades, a pet tea dance, competitions, and more.  

For your four-legged friends 
Provincetown Pet Resort and Supply:  
A family-owned and operated business offering high 
quality, convenient doggie daycare, cage-free dog 
boarding and cat boarding, and premium pet supplies. 
The facility is designed especially for your pet’s safety, 
health, happiness, and comfort.  The manager even 
lives on-site, and along with their friendly, attentive 
staff, ensures your pet’s safety and security at all times!



Stay healthy! 
When something goes wrong… We hope you won’t need 
any of this information, but just in case you do: 

Primary & emergency care: The Outer Cape Health 
Services is a nonprofit community health center located 
at 45 Harry Kemp Way. It offers primary care, urgent 
walk-in services, mental health services, an on-site 
pharmacy, and some specialties. They are open seven 
days a week during the summer months. Call 
508.487.9395. 

Dental services: No one wants to see a dentist on 
vacation, but sometimes things just happen. OCHS also 
offers dental care at the same address on Harry Kemp 
Way. You can also see Scott Allegretti at Provincetown 
Dental Arts at 135 Bradford Street, 508.487.2800. 

Eye care: Lost a contact lens? Forgot your glasses? Or 
even hurt an eye? No worries: Marck Schiffman is at 120 
Bradford Street, 508.487.4333.



Provincetown on a Budget  
The reality is, there is no such thing. If you vacation 
here, you will spend money. But there are still ways to 
save.  

The farther out you stay, the less expensive the 
accommodations. So think about heading out to Beach 
Point in North Truro, the next town over. There’s 
excellent bus service in the summer all along Shore 
Road (route 6A) and it’s generally less than a 10-minute 
ride into town.  

You could also consider renting a condo with a group of 
friends. That won’t be cheap, either, but the advantage 
is that you can then eat in most of the time, and really 
splurge on a nice dinner or two without worry. That 
goes for alcohol as well: with brunch on your deck or in 
your kitchen, you can mix your own Bloody Mary at 
your place rather than having a bartender do it for you.   

Daytime menus are less expensive than dinner ones, so 
you might have your main or “special” meal of the day 
for breakfast or lunch, and then eat lighter at night. That 
will keep you more fit for dancing later, too! Also, pick 
up a copy of the Provincetown Banner, where 
restaurants advertise any specials they might have 
going.  

If you want to go out on the water, again, hook up with 
some friends and rent a boat together. Flyer’s will give 
you a map of the harbor so you don’t get lost (or stop 
right in the channel where the fast ferry and the whale-
watching boats come through!). The boat rental fee is all 
you’ll need to pay: pack a lunch, anchor off Long Point, 
and spend the day at the beach.  

There’s lots to do that costs nothing, or very little. You’ve 
probably already rented a bicycle, so do the bike path 
through the Province Lands. Take walks—around the 
pond at Beech Forest, along the town beaches, even a 
saunter down Commercial Street is entertaining.   
We don’t want to lie to you: there’s no getting around 
the fact that it’s not a cheap place to vacation. But we 
think you’ll find that it’s worth it!

               Watercolor by Shania LeClaire Riviere / www.artonshania.com



Ptown theme weeks 
If there’s one thing that Provincetown knows how to do, 
it’s throw a party! We’re famous for our festivals—some 
serious, some less so—and for our theme weeks and 
weekends that draw diverse groups of participants, 
aficionados of various cultures and subcultures. 

July 4th week: This is the most fun week, and also the 
best crowd of them all. It is often called “Circuit Week,” 
“Pretty Week, “Twink Week,” or any number of things, 
depending on your perspective. The crowds are mostly 
young professionals, and it’s often the cutest week of 
them all. There’s a tremendous fireworks display over 
the harbor at dusk. 

Bear Week: Bear Week happens directly after 4th of July 
week, July 9-17, and is the largest bear event in the 
world, with Ptown overrun by hair, leather, and 
incredibly large men. Tea Dance serves BBQ to the 
bears, and it’s the most profitable week for restaurants
—after all, bears eat! 

Carnival week: Ptown’s (arguably) most popular week is 
Carnival. The Carnival crowd tends to be older than the 
July 4th crowd, but is a lot of fun, and many people 
swear by this week every year. The floats provide great 
eye candy, everyone has a great time, and it culminates 
in a huge parade.





April 2017 
15th - 17th: Miss Gay US of A 
28th - 30th: Gays for Patsy Stomp & Hoedown  

May 2017 
Twenty Summers at Hawthorne Barn Event Series  
12th - 13th: Ragnar Relay Race 
19th – 21st: Monumental Yard Sale 
19th -21st: Single Women’s Weekend 
19th: Nauticons Provincetown Inn  
26th - 29th Memorial Day Weekend Girl Party (Baby 
Dyke weekend) 

June 
1st - 5th: Women of Color & Friends Weekend 
2nd - 5th: Cabaret Fest 
11th - 12th: WorldFest: International Cultural Festival  
14th - 18th: Provincetown International Film Festival 
22nd - 25th: Provincetown Portuguese Festival & 
Blessing of the Fleet 

July 2017 
June 30th - July 4th: Independence Day Weekend 
8th - 12th: Bear Week in Provincetown 
18th - 22nd: Girl Splash 
22nd: Bride Pride 
28th - August 5: 21st Annual Family Week 
30th - August 5th: 6th Annual Whale Week 

August 2017 
10th: The 13th Annual Provincetown Jazz Festival 
12th - 19th: Carnival Week (39th Carnival Parade starts 
at 3pm on the 17th) 

September 2017 
2nd - 9th: Labor Day Weekend 
9th: 30th Annual Swim for Life and Paddler Flotilla  
11th - 17th: Afterglow Alternative Performance Arts 
Festival 
15th - 16th: Provincetown Book Festival 
21st -24th: 11th Annual Provincetown Tennessee 
Williams Theater Festival  
22nd - 24th: Pet Appreciation Weekend (PAW) CASAS  
28th - October 2nd: Mates Leather Weekend 
TBA 11th Kate Clinton Classic Women’s Flag Football 
Tournament 
TBA 4th Annual Provincetown Inspiration Weekend!  

October 2017 
6th - 9th Columbus Day Weekend 
6-9 Fall Monumental Yard Sale Weekend 
9th - 15th: 33rd Annual Women’s Week 
15th - 22nd Fantasia Fair  
TBA Provincetown RoundUp Weekend  

November 2017  
TBA Mens Weekend 2017   
17th - 19th: Mr. New England Leather 
22nd: Lighting of the Monument 
25th: Lighting of the Lobster Pot Tree 

December 2017  
1st: World AIDS Day 
1st - 3rd PBG Holly Folly Weekend 
So come join us for any or all of our celebrations!

Other notable weeks and weekends:




