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Dear readers, 

Abilene Christian announced the formation of ACU Press in the fall 
of 1984. The move was seen as a natural step in the progress of the 
university—a way of expanding the university’s growing academic 
reputation and an opportunity to maintain strong relationships with 
churches. After thirty-five years, ACU Press continues to grow. 

We are a leading publisher in Christian higher education and 
proud members of the Association of University Presses; the Council 
of Christian Colleges and Universities; and the Evangelical Christian 
Publishers Association. Our backlist contains strong titles in biblical 
and theological studies, and we remain committed to publishing 
resources that can help you engage in key conversations about faith.

This season, as our world wrestles with violence, our books take 
an inward turn. You will find academic titles that call for a return to 
peaceable discourse and the need to honor and respect the religious 
freedom of all. We also highlight the critical tension of being a faithful 
follower of Christ in the challenging contexts of blind commitments to 
religious heritage and extreme allegiance to political parties.

Our trade titles this year point to the need for spiritual balance, 
meditation, and trusting in an unseen God, even when circumstances 
are difficult or oppressive. We live in times that call for bravery, 
leadership, and focused attention to weightier matters of faith, along 
with a concern for the least of these. We’re proud to present this list to 
you, and we hope you’ll read, enjoy, and partner with us in creating a 
better future.

Jason Fikes
Director, Abilene Christian University Press and Leafwood Publishers
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The Cruciform Church, 
anniversary edition

Becoming a Cross-Shaped 
People in a Secular World

C. LEONARD ALLEN

ISBN 9780891125907
240 pages ▪ 19.99 ▪ PB

MAY 2019
ISBN 9781684263905

200 pages ▪ 5.5 x 8.25
$16.99 ▪ paperback
Christianity / History

Can Churches of Christ Be Saved?

At the turn of the millennium, Reclaiming a Heritage, a small 
book with a powerful message, examined the future and chang-
ing identity of Churches of Christ, exploring the rich biblical 
resources that once anchored this tradition, and could anchor 
it still. However, many in Churches of Christ have become 
increasingly comfortable wearing cultural blinders, resulting in a 
distortion of the movement’s original vision. This new edition of 
Reclaiming a Heritage invites Christians to reconsider a radical 
answer from the past—that true disciples of Jesus must vigor-
ously stand against cultural compromises in favor of God’s Word.
The updated and expanded edition includes: 

•	 Introduction by Leonard Allen 
•	 Response Essays by Lauren Smelser White, John York, 

Raymond Carr, and David Fleer
•	 Final Reflections by Jerry Taylor

“This book reclaims the historic DNA of Churches of Christ, advo-
cates for it, and calls us into it. Hughes reimagines our tradition 
so that the kingdom might flourish among us.” 

—JOHN MARK HICKS, Professor of Theology, Lipscomb University

“In these essays, Richard Hughes issues a heartfelt call to reclaim 
a vision of the kingdom of God, a vision that admits the human 
limitations of ignorance, history, and sin, and rejects any attempt 
to manage or tame the Almighty. If Churches of Christ are to 
survive, they need to hear this radical plea for a countercultural 
ethical vision.” 

—GARY HOLLOWAY, Executive Director of World Convention

RICHARD HUGHES is Scholar in Residence in the College of Bible and 
Ministry at Lipscomb University and is the author, coauthor, or editor 
of more than a dozen books, including Reviving the Ancient Faith: 
The Story of Churches of Christ in America.

Reclaiming a Heritage
Reflections on the Heart, Soul & Future of  
Churches of Christ

RICHARD HUGHES
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ALSO BY HICKS

Embracing Creation
God’s Forgotten Mission

JOHN MARK HICKS, 

BOBBY VALENTINE & 

MARK WILSON

ISBN 9780891123361
216 pages ▪ $14.99 ▪ PB

MARCH 2020
ISBN 9781684264506
160 pages ▪ 5.5 x 8.25
$16.99 ▪ paperback
Religion, Politics & State

If the kingdom of God demands exclusive allegiance, 
how do followers of Jesus engage with a world shaped by 
political power?

After the trauma of the Civil War, David Lipscomb, a Nashville 
farmer and church leader, advocated for allegiance solely to the 
kingdom of God rather than to human governments. Resisting 
Babel tells the story of Lipscomb’s compelling, coherent, and 
eschatologically grounded vision, which fostered deep and signif-
icant religious reform in the United States and led to missionary 
zeal across the globe. That vision articulated a way forward for 
Christianity amidst the world powers. What happened among 
Churches of Christ during that time serves as a case study and 
parable of both possibility and warning for the modern church.

In this new book, Hicks has assembled the leading voices on 
David Lipscomb. Contributors include:

•	 Richard T. Hughes, Scholar in Residence at Lipscomb 
University, is the leading historian of Churches of Christ 
and has authored the standard work on its history.

•	 Richard Goode, professor of history at Lipscomb University, 
has written about and practiced pilgrim political theology, 
which is indebted in part to David Lipscomb.

•	 Lee C. Camp, professor of theology at Lipscomb University, 
is a leading ethicist among Churches of Christ.

•	 Joshua Ward Jeffery, chair of the Department of 
Humanities at Orme School in Mayer, Arizona, is a leading 
historian of the relationship between pacifism, the church, 
and World War I.

JOHN MARK HICKS is a professor of theology at Lipscomb University 
and has taught in higher education among Churches of Christ 
for over thirty-five years. He has published several works on Stone-
Campbell history and theology, including Kingdom Come: Embracing 
the Spiritual Legacy of David Lipscomb and James Harding.

Resisting Babel
Allegiance to God and the Problem of Government

JOHN MARK HICKS
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Until Christ Is 
Formed in You
Dallas Willard and Spiritual Formation

STEVEN L. PORTER, GARY W. MOON, AND 
J. P. MORELAND 

At a popular level, Dallas Willard wrote with 
remarkable clarity about spiritual formation. 
But his writings also addressed academic con-
cerns such as shifts in modern moral philosophy, 
the nature of education, and the psychology of 
the human self. Until Christ Is Formed in You 
brings together ten authors who knew Willard 
well to introduce his wide-ranging vision and 
consider again the overall significance of this 
one-of-a-kind teacher. 

“Finally—a scholarly yet accessible volume that 
explores the broad spectrum of Dallas Willard’s 
remarkable contributions to the field of Christian 
spiritual formation!” 

—DIANE J. CHANDLER, Associate Professor of Christian 
Formation and Leadership, Regent University School 
of Divinity

Poured Out
The Spirit of God Empowering the 
Mission of God

LEONARD ALLEN 

After centuries of neglect, there is a renewed 
interest in the Holy Spirit. Many are begin-
ning to realize that the Spirit is not a junior 
member of the Trinity, tame and shy. Poured 
Out explains why the church limited the Spirit 
for so long and how you can come to know the 
Spirit better and more fully. To become fruit-
ful again—to move beyond apathy, defeat, and 
despair—you need to discover a deeper experi-
ence of life with God.

“Allen writes with verve and insight worthy of a 
theologian who attends to Scripture.” 

—STANLEY HAUERWAS, Gilbert T. Rowe Professor 
Emeritus of Divinity and Law, Duke University, author 
of Hannah’s Child

ISBN 9781684260904
256 pages ▪ 6 x 9
$21.99 ▪ paperback
Spirituality

ISBN 9781684261307
208 pages ▪ 6 x 9
$16.99 ▪ paperback
Christian Theology



4 ▪ Abilene Christian University Press

RELATED TITLE
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Building a Culture 
of Faith
University-Wide 
Partnership for 
Spiritual Formation

CARL BALZER AND 

ROD REED

ISBN 9780891123002
152 pages ▪ $23.99 ▪ PB

JULY 2019
ISBN 9781684262809
192 pages ▪ 6 x 9
$22.99 ▪ paperback
Higher Education

Understand the Times. Respond Faithfully.

Higher education stands at a crossroads. However, there is a way 
forward that recognizes our current realities while also embrac-
ing the possibilities of what higher education could and should 
be. In this volume, Jensen and Visser have brought together a 
collaboration of diverse voices from among those devoted to the 
endeavor of Christian higher education—voices that enrich the 
conversation surrounding the lives of current and future stu-
dents. Offering a professional, robust vision of human flourishing, 
Reimagining the Student Experience invites educators, adminis-
trators, chaplains, and university professionals to think deeply 
about their journey with students, from their arrival on campus 
to their pursuit of faithful living.

“Reimagining the Student Experience is an essential read and a 
reminder of the kingdom work we engage in daily.”

—SHIRLEY V. HOOGSTRA, President of the Council for Christian Colleges and 
Universities

“This volume is an ideal resource for both veterans and new arriv-
als to the challenging privilege of helping young people set the 
trajectory of their lives.”

—SHIRLEY A. MULLEN, President, Houghton College

BRIAN JENSEN is an executive search consultant at Vanderbloemen 
with fifteen years of experience in Christian higher education, includ-
ing roles in residence life, student leadership development, and 
executive leadership.

SARAH VISSER serves as the vice president for student life at Calvin 
College. During the past fifteen years, Sarah has served in a variety 
of administrative and faculty roles, spanning both student affairs and 
classroom teaching.

Reimagining the Student 
Experience
Formative Practices for Changing Times

BRIAN JENSEN AND SARAH VISSER 

$22.99                          HIGHER EDUCAT ION
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          jensen & visser

Understand the times. RESPOND FAITHFULLY.
Higher education stands at a crossroads. However, there is a way forward 
that recognizes our current realities while also embracing the possibilities 
of what higher education could and should be. In this volume, Jensen and 
Visser have brought together a collaboration of diverse voices from among 
those devoted to the endeavor of Christian higher education—voices that 
enrich the conversation surrounding the lives of current and future students. 
Off ering a professional, robust vision of human fl ourishing, Reimagining the 
Student Experience invites educators, administrators, chaplains, and university 
professionals to think deeply and faithfully about their journey with students, 
from their arrival on campus to their pursuit of faithful living.

“ Jensen and Visser have assembled scholar-practitioners who skillfully 
invite us to dive deeply into the current dialogue in higher education. The 
chapters are brimming with relevant questions and challenges for this 
generation of campus leaders.”

  — Stephen T. Beers, Vice President for Student Development, 
John Brown University

“ Reimagining the Student Experience is an essential read and a reminder of the 
kingdom work we engage in daily.”

  — Shirley V. Hoogstra, President, Council for Christian Colleges 
and Universities

“ This volume is an ideal resource for both veterans and new arrivals to the 
challenging privilege of helping young people set the trajectory of their lives.”

  —Shirley A. Mullen, President, Houghton College 

_____________________________________________________________________________

BRIAN JENSEN is an executive search consultant at Vanderbloemen with 
fi fteen years of experience in Christian higher education, including roles in 
residence life, student leadership development, and executive leadership.

SARAH VISSER serves as the vice president for student life at Calvin College. 
During the past fi fteen years, Sarah has served in a variety of administrative 
and faculty roles, spanning both student aff airs and classroom teaching.

cmyk plateStudentExperience_CVR MECH.indd   1 5/9/19   11:43 AM
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Diversity Matters
Race, Ethnicity, and the Future of Christian 
Higher Education

KAREN A. LONGMAN

Today, no institution can ignore the need for 
deep conversations about race and ethnicity. 
Diversity Matters offers leaders a roadmap as 
they think through how their campuses can 
be hospitable environments for diversity. It 
includes five key sections:

•	 Campus Case Studies: Transforming 
Institutions with a Commitment to Diversity

•	 Why We Stayed: Lessons in Resiliency and 
Leadership from Long-Term CCCU Diversity 
Professionals

•	 Voices of Our Friends: Speaking for 
Themselves

•	 Curricular/Cocurricular Initiatives to 
Enhance Diversity Awareness and Action

•	 Autoethnographies: Emerging Leaders and 
Career Stages

Each chapter in Diversity Matters includes 
important discussion questions for administra-
tion, faculty, and staff.

A Calling to Care
Nurturing College Students 
Toward Wholeness

TIMOTHY W. HERRMANN AND 
KIRSTEN D. RIEDEL

Despite the widely differing perspectives held by 
those who work in higher education, there is one 
goal upon which all educators and educational 
leaders agree: students should leave college 
stronger than they came. Join this unique blend 
of experienced practitioners and researchers, 
including Miroslav Volf, Sharon Daloz Parks, 
and John Foubert, in considering how we can 
best nurture our students toward health, whole-
ness, and purpose.

“This collection of writings brilliantly reminds 
readers of the complexities as well as the 
necessity of providing holistic care, both institu-
tionally and individually, for our students.” 

—KRIS HANSEN-KIEFFER, Vice Provost and Dean of 
Students, Messiah College, and former President 
of ACSD 

ISBN 9781684261604
224 pages ▪ 6 x 9
$22.99 ▪ paperback
Higher Education

ISBN 9780891124542
336 pages ▪ 6 x 9
$29.99 ▪ paperback
Higher Education / 
Social
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ISBN 9780891124115
260 pages ▪ 6 x 9
$22.99 ▪ paperback

ISBN 9780891124795
186 pages ▪ 5.5 x 8.5
$16.99 ▪ paperback

Integrating faith and learning in daily practice is challenging. Not only are faculty 
members of Christian institutions expected to have a vibrant faith, they also must 
somehow show and share this faith in their teaching and integrate it into their 
research. Through a transparent conversation on faith-learning integration and an 
analysis of Ernest Boyer’s work, Faith and Learning provides practical examples, wise 
guidance, and effective strategies for the faculty of faith-based universities.

Faith and Learning
A Guide for Faculty
Ken Bradley and Patrick Allen 

Resident assistants are key leaders on a Christian college campus. They build a sense 
of community, serve as peer-counselors, and embody the mission of the university. 
Making a Difference examines complex topics like faith development, gender identity, 
confrontation, and self care in order to empower resident assistants to become leaders 
in their communities. Making a Difference shows how this journey of service can be a 
rewarding and even life-changing journey.

Making a Difference
Empowering the Resident Assistant
Stephen Beers and C. Skip Trudeau

ISBN 9780891123323
304 pages ▪ 6 x 9
$22.99 ▪ paperback

Christian higher education needs something richer and deeper. Faith-based institu-
tions yearn for more than business as usual, and Echoes of Insight invites you to listen 
again to older, forgotten, and perhaps even ignored voices. Designed to stimulate 
conversation among colleagues, Echoes of Insight offers brief summaries of several 
thought-provoking writers from the last century and encourages a new, vigorous con-
versation about the Christian higher education.

Echoes of Insight
Past Perspectives and the Future of Christian 
Higher Education	 Patrick Allen and Ken Badley 

ISBN 9780891123446
240 pages ▪ 6 x 9
$22.99 ▪ paperback

The reshaping of our cultural and social landscape continues, creating unprecedented 
opportunities. But one question remains: Is a life of faith worth embracing? A Faith for 
the Generations explains how a Christian campus, a classroom, or even a simple mentor-
ing relationship can flourish and serve in passing on faith to today’s emerging adults.

A Faith for the Generations
How Collegiate Experience Impacts Faith
Timothy W. Herrmann
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Comfort When the 
Shadow Falls
Encouraging the Dying and Those 
Affected By Grief

EDDIE SHARP IN COLLABORATION WITH 
CHERYL MANN BACON 

The call to ministry in the name of Jesus holds 
many delights, joys, and encouragements. Yet 
the ministry of comfort—serving those who are 
dying or affected by death and grief—can be 
hard, forcing us to come face-to-face with human 
mortality. These moments in ministry take us 
into the colder shadows of life, but the world 
needs faithful men and women to serve the dying 
and the grieving—no hiding places, no excuses. 
Comfort When the Shadow Falls is a reflective, 
compassionate, and holistic examination of how 
Christ calls us to minister in the shadow of death.

“In the thirty years I have known Eddie Sharp, he 
has served the church with skill, integrity, and 
steadiness. This book is a treasure for all who 
seek to do the same.”

—MAX LUCADO, pastor and best-selling author

InterGenerate
Transforming Churches through 
Intergenerational Ministry

HOLLY CATTERTON ALLEN

Christian leaders everywhere are asking how 
we can bring the generations back together. 
InterGenerate responds with new perspectives on 
generational theory, fresh biblical and theolog-
ical insights, and practical steps for developing 
innovative practices in your ministries. With a 
broad spectrum of voices, this collection offers 
guidance on how to 

•	 transition from multigenerational to 
intergenerational,

•	 implement cross-age leadership,
•	 practice spiritual disciplines 

ingenerationally,
•	 lead all-age worship and community 

service projects, and
•	 welcome marginalized generations.

InterGenerate will equip and inspire you to 
create intergenerational experiences for every-
one in the body of Christ.

ISBN 9781684261505
272 pages ▪ 6 x 9
$21.99 ▪ paperback
Christian Ministry

ISBN 9781684262304
144 pages ▪ 5.5 x 8.25
$19.99 ▪ paperback
Christian Living / Death, 
Grief, Bereavement
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Owning Faith
Reimagining the Role of  
Church & Family in the  
Faith Journey of Teenagers

DUDLEY CHANCEY 

AND RON BRUNER

SBN 9780891124764
324 pages ▪ $15.99 ▪ PB

Listen and Make Room
Joining God in Welcoming Children

HAROLD SHANK

Listen for the cries of the vulnerable, and welcome the 
children for whom Jesus made room.

When Jesus made room, the vulnerable came for prayer. He 
treated their ills. He fixed what was broken. Jesus gave sight to 
the blind, made the lame walk, and welcomed the little children, 
creating space for those who had been excluded. Then he listened 
to those who often had no voice. Today, those voiceless people are 
often children. 

Finding places for those who are left out, especially children, 
is the work of discipleship. We rarely listen to those who have 
small voices in our world. Instead, we fill up all the space 
ourselves, leaving no room for those who have little ability to 
acquire a spot. But Listen and Make Room shows us that to 
follow Jesus’s example means to understand that the vulnerable 
are at the core of God’s mission.

HAROLD SHANK has spent over fifty years in ministry and leadership 
across the country. In his role as national spokesperson for Network 
1:27, Harold speaks and writes to promote Christian childcare, raising 
awareness among churches and Christians nationwide. He has 
served as president of Ohio Valley University in Vienna, West Virginia; 
as a professor at Harding School of Theology and at Oklahoma 
Christian University; and as a leader in church planting and min-
istries among the poor at the Highland Street Church of Christ in 
Memphis, TN. Harold and his wife, Sally, have two adult sons and 
four grandchildren.

APRIL 2020
ISBN 9781684263608
256 pages ▪ 6 x 9
$21.99 ▪ paperback
Christian Living / Social Issues
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ISBN 9780891123880
224 pages ▪ 6 x 9
$19.99 ▪ paperback

Courageous leaders from across the United States have joined together to listen to one 
another. Rather than adopt a posture of resignation, they have met for honest, God-
honoring conversation. In Reconciliation Reconsidered, Tanya Brice pulls together the 
early fruit she has gleaned from this ongoing conversation about racial reconciliation. 

Reconciliation Reconsidered
Advancing the National Conversation on Race in  
Churches of Christ	 Tanya Smith Brice

Along the Way
Conversations about Children and Faith
Ron Bruner and Dana Kennamer Pemberton 

Conversations about children and faith draw us close to the heart of God. The authors 
of Along the Way lead everyone in the church in a careful yet understandable dialogue 
about nurturing children spiritually. Along the way, we discover that the individuality 
of each child and the distinctiveness of their context call us to see each child’s walk 
with God as a unique journey of discovery. 

ISBN 9780891124603
256 pages ▪ 6 x 9
$19.99 ▪ paperback

ISBN 9780891124696
304 pages ▪ 6 x 9 
$22.99 ▪ paperback

Brian McLaren in Focus
A New Kind of Apologetics
Scott R. Burson

Labeled as both a villain and a hero, Brian McLaren has been celebrated and maligned 
by the evangelical community. This book puts McLaren in focus—showing the devel-
opment of his ideas over time, giving firm assessments of his positions, and offering 
suggestions of both the strengths and weaknesses of his thinking.

A compelling memoir by an urban minister and community development practicioner 
with more than thirty years of experience in the field. Using the foundation of Jesus’s 
teaching and love for the poor, this book shows the practical and visionary ways 
Christ’s teaching can be made real.

The Wealth of the Poor
How Valuing Every Neighbor Restores Hope in Our Cities
Larry M. James

ISBN 9780891123804
288 pages ▪ 6 x 9
$24.99 ▪ paperback
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ALSO BY LINDSLEY  
AND BRADLEY

We’ve Remembered Our First Freedom—Until Now.

Religious freedom is one of the most important freedoms that the 
American experiment has given the world. Sadly, many have for-
gotten not only the importance of our first freedom but also that 
its roots are founded in biblical principles that call us to cham-
pion religious freedom for all. As a result of our inattention, the 
religious liberties we take for granted are now being challenged. 

In Set Free, editors Art Lindsley and Anne R. Bradley explore 
the biblical underpinnings of religious freedom and how those 
biblical roots have been understood throughout history, the 
essential role of religious freedom in promoting human flourishing, 
and why this precious freedom must be restored for people of 
all faiths, not just our own. With contributions from Christian 
theologians, historians, and public policy analysts, Set Free 
provides readers with a firm understanding of Christianity’s 
unique and essential contribution to religious freedom.

Contributors
•	 Anne R. Bradley
•	 Stanley W. Carlson-Thies
•	 Joseph Connors 
•	 Daniel L. Dreisbach 
•	 Barrett Duke 
•	 Os Guinness 

•	 Mark David Hall
•	 Art Lindsley
•	 Jennifer Marshall Patterson 
•	 John S. Redd Jr. 
•	 E. Gregory Wallace 
•	 Hugh C. Whelchel 

ART LINDSLEY is the vice president of theological initiatives at the 
Institute for Faith, Work & Economics. Previously, he served as presi-
dent and senior fellow at the C. S. Lewis Institute. He is also coeditor 
with Anne R. Bradley of For the Least of These: A Biblical Answer to 
Poverty and Counting the Cost: Christian Perspectives on Capitalism.

ANNE R. BRADLEY is the George and Sally Mayer Fellow for Economic 
Education and the academic director at The Fund for American 
Studies. She also serves as the vice president of economic initiatives 
at the Institute for Faith, Work & Economics.

Set Free
Restoring Religious Freedom for All

ART LINDSLEY AND ANNE R. BRADLEY 

Counting the Cost
Christian Perspectives 
on Capitalism

ART LINDSLEY AND 

ANNE R. BRADLEY

ISBN 9780891124085
320 pages ▪ $29.99 ▪ PB

NOVEMBER 2019
ISBN 9781684264209
272 pages ▪ 6 x 9
$27.99 ▪ paperback
Religion, Politics & State
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Civil Society Is Losing Its Civility.

Many Americans think public manners and behavior have dete-
riorated, especially in public discourse about polarized political, 
moral, and cultural issues. But our sharply divided world is in 
desperate need of a civility that facilitates respect, honor, and 
kindness toward ideological opponents. In fact, democracy and 
cultural progress require a robust civility in public discourse if 
they are to be successful endeavors.

Virtue and Voice brings together a comprehensive collection 
of ethicists, philosophers, historians, theologians, and thought 
leaders to address the question of improving civic discourse and 
personal conversations. In particular, they probe the concept of 
humility—an essential yet often misunderstood virtue. While 
acknowledging the current climate of contentious and ineffective 
civil discourse, Virtue and Voice highlights how the cultivation 
of intellectual virtue can renew our voices and heal the broken 
state of our public discourse.

Contributors
•	 Robert Audi
•	 Jason Baehr
•	 Christena S. Cleveland
•	 Peter C. Hill
•	 George M. Marsden
•	 Richard J. Mouw

•	 Michael Pace 
•	 Adam C. Pelser 
•	 Robert C. Roberts
•	 Ryan West
•	 Linda Zagzebski 

GREGG TEN ELSHOF is a professor of philosophy at Biola University. He 
is author of I Told Me So: Self-Deception and the Christian Life, which 
won the Christianity Today 2009 Book Award for Christian Living, and 
Confucius for Christians. 

EVAN ROSA is the assistant director of public engagement at the 
Yale Center for Faith and Culture. He formerly served as the director 
of Biola University’s Center for Christian Thought, where he founded 
and edited The Table. 

Virtue and Voice
Habits of Mind for a Return to Civil Discourse

GREGG TEN ELSHOF AND EVAN ROSA 

NOVEMBER 2019
ISBN 9781684261703

232 pages ▪ 6 x 9
$24.99 ▪ paperback

RELIGION / Ethics

Evangelicals on  
Public Policy Issues

Sustaining a Respectful 
Political Conversation

HAROLD HEIE

ISBN 9780891124672
210 pages ▪ 17.99 ▪ PB



12 ▪ Abilene Christian University Press

ABILENE CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY PRESS

Through a fresh investigation of the relationship between faith and identity, 
these writers explore how the Bible frames personal identity in both the Hebrew 
Scriptures and the New Testament in terms of shame, love, forgiveness, solidarity, 
and suffering. From that biblical foundation, they address theological discussions 
of identity and contemporary cultural themes, such as migration, ethnicity, embod-
iment, attachment, and gender. Straightforward and thought-provoking, The Self 
Examined is an accessible guide to this wide-ranging and important issue.

ISBN 9781684260805
208 pages ▪ 6 x 9
$19.99 ▪ paperback

The Self Examined
Christian Perspectives on Human Identity
Jenny McGill 

The God Who Saves presents the powerful story, woven throughout the diverse 
texts of the Old Testament, of a God who is urgently and passionately in love, not 
just with Israel, but with all of God’s creatures, especially the poor and powerless. 
With captivating and rich content, enhanced by maps, tables, biblical reading 
assignments, discussion topics, and further research prompts, Pemberton’s book 
creates deep conversations, both academic and spiritual.

ISBN 9780891124825
368 pages ▪ 8 x 10
$44.99 ▪ paperback

The God Who Saves
The Message of the Old Testament
Glenn Pemberton

This textbook applies cultural psychology and cultural competency to the chal-
lenges present in diverse Christian colleges and churches. Students are challenged 
to implement strategies to advance their cultural competence at the individual, 
interpersonal, and organizational levels. Cultural Psychology and Christian 
Diversity is the only faith-integrated multicultural psychology book on the 
market, focusing on applying multicultural psychology and cultural competency to 
Christian communities, both on university campuses and churches.

ISBN 9780891124573
560 pages ▪ 8 x 10
$89.99 ▪ paperback

Cultural Psychology and Christian Diversity
Developing Cultural Competence for a Diverse  
Christian Community	 Kathryn Ecklund
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The third edition of this classic anthology features updated poetry and essays and 
drops the drama section, making the new volume both more relevant and more afford-
able—and a perfect book for readers seeking spiritual enrichment. Now in this third 
edition, Shadow & Light continues to stand apart because of what it offers readers: 
rich, inspiring, and challenging excerpts from great literature, spanning centuries and 
cultures, all exploring the texture of faith and spirituality.

ISBN 9780891120704
560 pages ▪ 6 x 9
$49.99 ▪ paperback

Shadow & Light, 3rd Ed.
Literature and the Life of Faith
Darryl Tippens, Jeanne Murray Walker, and Stephen R. Weathers 

From the late nineteenth century to the dawn of the Civil Rights Movement, African 
American and white members of Churches of Christ perpetuated an illusion of racial 
unity. Just as the Civil Rights Movement was forcing whites and African Americans 
to deal with generations of racism, however, a pivotal event in Nashville, Tennessee, 
shattered the illusion of racial unity in Churches of Christ. With compelling grace and 
insight, Crawford concludes that if these two racial factions are ever to realize mean-
ingful unity, they must find common ground, not only in questions of race but also in 
issues of theology.

ISBN 9780891122289
288 pages ▪ 6 x 9
$22.99 ▪ paperback

Shattering the Illusion
How African American Churches of Christ Moved from 
Segregation to Independence	 Wes Crawford

We live in an unprecedented time in human history. The number of people living in 
abject poverty is decreasing at an unprecedented rate. Capitalism has played a major 
role in lifting people out of such poverty, yet many raise legitimate concerns about 
capitalism. Counting the Cost is a collection of articles by noted economists and theo-
logians that offers a deep and empathetic look at capitalism and its critiques from a 
biblical perspective.

ISBN 9780891124085
320 pages ▪ 6 x 9
$29.99 ▪ paperback

Counting the Cost
Christian Perspectives on Capitalism
Art Lindsley and Anne R. Bradley
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Abilene Stories
From Then to Now

GLENN DROMGOOLE, JAY 

MOORE & JOE W. SPECHT

ISBN 9780891123682
352 pages ▪ $27.99 ▪ HC

The history of football at Abilene Christian University is 
about more than wins and losses. Wildcat Football is about 
games played, championships won, coaches who taught 
more than football, and men and women who provided 
the program with the resources to attain greatness. Their 
stories include:

•	 A shy kid from Greenville, Mississippi named 
Wilbert Montgomery. He left Jackson State at the 
altar to play for ACU—and went on to land in the 
College Football Hall of Fame. 

•	 The undefeated 1950 Wildcats. They were a football 
team that liked singing so much that they became 
known as the “Singing Christians” on their way to 
ACU’s only undefeated season. 

•	 The kick heard ’round the world. One partly cloudy 
afternoon in 1976, Abilene Christian played East 
Texas State and scored the longest field goal in college 
football history. 

•	 The Wildcat champions of the 1970s. In just five 
short years in the mid-1970s, Abilene Christian 
won two national championships, two conference 
championships, three bowl wins, and forty-four victories.

These stories and more are explored feature-style in 
Wildcat Football. With contributions from coaches and 
long-time supporters of ACU Athletics, this book is one all 
fans of the Purple and White will enjoy—as a way to relive 
the proud history and the greatest moments of Abilene 
Christian University football.

LANCE FLEMING served in various leadership roles with ACU 
Athletics for twenty-one years, and he now serves as the 
chief communication officer for the Abilene Independent 
School District. Lance and his wife, Jill, also founded the P4X 
Foundation, honoring their son, Rex, who passed away in 2012 
after a battle with brain cancer. 

Wildcat Football
Three Cheers for the Purple and White

LANCE FLEMING

OCTOBER 2018
ISBN 9780891124313
256 pages ▪ 7.5 x 9.5
$25 ▪ hardcover
SPORTS & RECREATION / Football
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Abilene History  
in Plain Sight

JAY MOORE

ISBN 9780891125891
304 pages ▪ $29.99 ▪ HC

MARCH 2019
ISBN 9781684261000

160 pages 6 x 9
$16.99 ▪ paperback

SPORTS & RECREATION / Essays

The Best Stories from America’s Best Sports Page

SportsDay Bound takes readers behind the scenes of major 
events and into the relationships at the heart of sports and 
reporting. The stories in SportsDay Bound are the sports sto-
ries that have shaped not only Dallas, Texas, but also the entire 
American sports landscape. Travel with great sportswriters 
and catch insider glimpses of the Cowboys, Spurs, Mavericks, 
Rangers, Stars, and more. Filled with interviews, columns, and 
investigative reports, SportsDay Bound is a winner for those who 
love sports and great sportswriting. This engaging compilation, 
which includes Q&A sessions with seasoned writers, exhibits 
world-class journalism at its best.

“As sports boomed into a multibillion-dollar industry, newspapers 
had to step up and expand their coverage to meet the insatiable 
appetite of their readers. No one did that better than The Dallas 
Morning News.”

—PETE ALFANO, former sportswriter for The New York Times and the Fort 
Worth Star-Telegram

KEVIN SHERRINGTON has been a sportswriter for more than forty years 
and has worked with The Dallas Morning News since 1985. He has 
twice been named among the nation’s top ten sports columnists and 
has been voted Texas Sportswriter of the Year five times by his peers. 
He has also taught journalism at Richland College and SMU. 

MARJORIE HERRERA LEWIS began her sportswriting career with a 
monthly magazine in Phoenix, Arizona. An award-winning writer, 
Lewis became a Dallas Cowboys beat writer while with the Fort 
Worth Star-Telegram in the 1980s and later went to work for The Dallas 
Morning News. Lewis teaches media ethics at the University of North 
Texas as well as classes at The University of Texas at Arlington and 
other institutions. Visit her website at https://marjorieherreralewis.com.

SportsDay Bound
The Best in Sports from The Dallas Morning News

KEVIN SHERRINGTON AND MARJORIE HERRERA LEWIS
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MIDLAND

The History and Culture of Midland for Young Readers
to 

Did you know that one day you could blast off from Midland into outer space? 

Take a tour through the Tall City and learn about all the wonderful people, places, 

and things that make Midland such a great place to live and play. At the end of our 

journey, you will be able to answer . . . 

Which United States presidents lived in Midland?

How many kinds of birds can you spot at the I-20 Wildlife Preserve?

Which Midland-owned horses have won the Kentucky Derby?

What do you get to throw at Yucca Theatre?

Who are Rocky the RockHound and Juice the Moose?

Why would anyone want to eat Texas Trash?

Travel through Midland’s history  
and culture—one letter at a time!

Jimmy Patterson is an award-winning journalist and author. He is the author of A History 
of Character: The Story of Midland, Texas, and is currently coauthoring a series of children’s 
books with Midland businessman and storyteller Jim Henry. Jimmy was the editor of 
the West Texas Angelus for twelve years and has received distinctive honors for his 
investigative reporting on Syrian refugees.

Karen J. Patterson is a professional photographer. After a twenty-year career in the federal 
court system, she studied photography at Midland College and then opened her 
own photography business. Karen and Jimmy have been married for thirty-
three years and have three grown children and two grandchildren.

www.acupressbooks.com

JUVENILE NONFICTION / PEOPLE & PLACES $12.99

Jimmy Patterson & 
Karen J. Patterson

From apricot pie to green chili hominy, The Big Country Cookbook has histories 
and recipes that span over one hundred years and cover over a dozen counties. 
In this cookbook, culinary-travel author Tiffany Harelik takes you on a journey 
through sixteen counties in the Big Country and shares recipes and interviews 
from iconic restaurants, local football legends, and historic families.

ISBN 9780891124207
272 pages ▪ 7.5 x 9.25
$24.99 ▪ paperback

Big Country Cookbook
Recipes and Histories from Sixteen Counties  
in West Texas	 Tiffany Harelik

The eight forts and one Spanish presidio featured in this beautiful, full-color 
book represent some of the best preserved frontier military posts in the West. It 
takes you along the Texas Forts Trail, a 650-mile journey that winds through 29 
counties. The Texas Forts Trail contains a brief history, memorable events, and 
notable figures of each fort. 

ISBN 9780891123644
144 pages ▪ 11 x 8.5
$34.99 ▪ hardcover

The Texas Forts Trail
Kristine Davis and Derrick Birdsall

The experiences of H. C. Zachry have shaped and perfected his skills with brush 
and canvas through the decades. Although this collection is a product of Zachry’s 
experiences, you’ll find it oddly reflective of your own life—places you’ve been, 
people you’ve met, days long past. You may only live once, but Painted Memories 
brings the past and future together, allowing you to relive yesterday’s experiences 
and look forward to tomorrow’s journeys.

ISBN 9780891123675
194 pages ▪ 11.5 x 8.25
$39.99 ▪ hardcover

Painted Memories
People, places, and moments from the easel of HC Zachry
H. C. Zachry

Take a tour through the Tall City and learn about all the wonderful people, places, 
and things that make Midland such a great place to live and play. At the end of 
our journey, you will be able to answer: Which United States presidents lived in 
Midland? Which Midland-owned horses have won the Kentucky Derby? What do 
you get to throw at Yucca Theatre? Why would anyone want to eat Texas Trash?

Midland A to Z
The History and Culture of Midland for Young Readers
Jimmy Patterson and Karen J. Patterson

ISBN 9780891124139
64 pages ▪ 10 x 8
$12.99 ▪ paperback
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Abandon the Ordinary
Building a Distinctive 
Leadership Brand in 
Business, Family,  
and Church
Richard S. Lytle

ISBN 9780891123385
212 pages ▪ $17.99 ▪ PB

Finding Their Voices
Sermons by Women in 
the Churches of Christ
D’Esta Love

ISBN 9780891125884
258 pages ▪ $19.99 ▪ PB

Enter the Water,  
Come to the Table
Baptism and the Lord’s 
Supper in Scripture’s 
Story of New Creation
John Mark Hicks

ISBN 9780891124832
176 pages ▪ $14.99 ▪ PB

The Early Church and 
Today, Volume 1
Ministry, Initiation,  
and Worship
Everett Ferguson

ISBN 9780891125860
336 pages ▪ $25.99 (S) ▪ PB

Distant Voices
Discovering a Forgotten 
Past for a Changing 
Church
C. Leonard Allen

ISBN 9780891121541
200 pages ▪ $15.99 ▪ PB

The Cruciform Church, 
anniversary edition
Becoming a Cross-
Shaped People in a 
Secular World
C. Leonard Allen

ISBN 9780891125907
240 pages ▪ 19.99 ▪ PB

Conquering with Christ
A Commentary on the 
Book of Revelation
Ian A. Fair

ISBN 9780891122944
448 pages ▪ $29.99 ▪ PB

Building a Culture 
of Faith
University-wide 
Partnership for 
Spiritual Formation
Carl Balzer and Rod Reed
ISBN 9780891123002
152 pages ▪ 6 x 9
$23.99 ▪ PB

Beyond Integration?
Inter/Disciplinary 
Possibilities for the 
Future of Christian 
Higher Education
Ream, Pattengale & Riggs

ISBN 9780891123170
208 pages ▪ $19.99 ▪ PB

Among the Early 
Evangelicals
The Transatlantic Origins 
of the Stone-Campbell 
Movement
James Gormon
ISBN 9780891125822
240 pages ▪ 6 x 9
$22.99 ▪ PB

Alexander Campbell 
and Joseph Smith
19th Century 
Restorationists
RoseAnn Benson

ISBN 9781944394288
396 pages ▪ 6 x 9
$24.99 ▪ PB

Early Christians Speak 
Vol. 1 3rd Edition
Everett Ferguson

ISBN 9780891120452
268 pages ▪ $20.99 ▪ PB ▪ S

After Lament
Psalms for Learning to 
Trust Again
Glenn Pemberton

ISBN 9780891124870
224 pages ▪ $17.99 ▪ PB

Funding the Future
Preparing University 
Leaders to Navigate the 
Coming Change
Stepehn Beers, Timothy W. 

Herrmann & Paul Blezien

ISBN 9780915547852
176 pages ▪ $15.99 ▪ PB

Early Christians Speak 
Vol. 2
Everett Ferguson

ISBN 9780891120469
434 pages ▪ $23.99 ▪ PB
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Reading for Faith 
and Learning
John Weaver and  

Douglas Gragg

ISBN 9780891124290
330 pages ▪ $50 ▪ PB
Higher Education

Preaching Character
Reclaiming Wisdom’s 
Paradigmatic 
Imagination for 
Transformation
Dave Bland & David Fleer

ISBN 9780891125440
258 pages ▪ $22.99 (S) ▪ PB

Praying with  
Ancient Israel
Exploring the Theology 
of Prayer in the  
Old Testament
Phillip G. Camp &  
Tremper Longman III
ISBN 9780891123798
192 pages ▪ $19.99 ▪ PB

Plain to the Inward Eye
Selected Essays on  
C. S. Lewis
Don W. King

ISBN 9780891123903
342 pages ▪ $25.99 ▪ PB

A Parent’s Guide to the 
Christian College
Supporting Your Child’s 
Mind and Spirit during 
the College Years
Todd C. Ream,  
Timothy W. Herrmann &  
C. Skip Trudeau
ISBN 9780891120490
208 pages ▪ $14.99 ▪ PB

Mothers Are Leaders
Kimberly Battle-Walters 

Denu & Janet S. Walters

ISBN 9780891125808
234 pages ▪ $15.99 ▪ PB

Martin Luther
A Biography for 
the People
Dyron Daughrity 

ISBN 9780891124238
304 pages ▪ 6 x 9
$19.99 ▪ PB

Learning for Wisdom
Christian Education 
and the Good Life
James E. Taylor

ISBN 9781684260102
208 pages ▪ 6 x 9
$17.99 ▪ PB

Many Mansions
Lessons of Faith, Family, 
and Public Service
Kathryn Boyer

ISBN 9780891124078
288 pages ▪ $27.99 (S) ▪ HC

Longevity in Leadership
Essential Qualities of 
Longtime Leaders
Phillip V. Lewis &  

John P. Harrison

ISBN 9780891126652
208 pages ▪ 15.99 ▪ PB

Leaving a Legacy
Sustaining Family 
Unity, Faith, and Wealth
Dan T. Garrett &  

Tim Woodroof

ISBN 9780891124924
240 pages ▪ $14.99 ▪ PB

If Your Enemy Hungers, 
Feed Him 
Church of Christ 
Missionaries in Japan, 
1892–1970 
Robert E. Hooper 

ISBN 9780891124955 
304 pages ▪ $25.99 ▪ PB

Hurting with God
Learning to Lament  
with the Psalms
Glenn Pemberton

ISBN 9780891124009
258 pages ▪ $19.99 ▪ PB

How We Got the Bible, 
2nd Ed.
Neil R. Lightfoot

ISBN 9780891121800
98 pages ▪ $9.99 ▪ PB

Frontier Texas!
A Journey 
through the  
Wild West
H.C. Zachary & 

Jeff Salmon

ISBN 9780891125921
178 pages ▪ $39.99 ▪ HC ▪ S
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Why College Matters to 
God, Revised Edition
An Introduction to the 
Christian College
Rick Ostrander

ISBN 9780891123231
144 pages ▪ $13.99 ▪ PB

Reconsidering College
Christian Higher 
Education for  
Working Adults
Rick Ostrander

ISBN 9780891123989
96 pages ▪ $9.99 ▪ PB

The Trinity in the Stone-
Campbell Movement
Recovering the Heart of 
Christian Faith
Kelly Carter

ISBN 9780891125969
288 pages ▪ 6 x 9
$29.99 ▪ PB

Timeless, Vol. 2
Ancient Psalms for the 
Church Today
R. Mark Shipp

ISBN 9780891125495 
368 pages ▪ $29.99 ▪ HC
ISBN 9780891125990
368 pages ▪ $19.99 ▪ SB

Thriving in Leadership
Strategies for Making a 
Difference in Christian 
Higher Education
Karen A. Longman

ISBN 9780891122296
342 pages ▪ $24.99 ▪ PB

Texas Stories I Like to 
Tell My Friends
T. Lindsay Baker

ISBN 9780891122685
224 pages ▪ $16.99 ▪ PB

The Story of  
Churches of Christ
Douglas A. Foster

ISBN 9780891124634
40 pages ▪ $5.99 ▪ PB

Soul Care
Christian Faith and 
Academic  
Administration
Harold Heie &  

Mark Sargent, editors

ISBN 9780891121404
256 pages ▪ $24.99 (S) ▪ PB

A Slaughtered Lamb
Revelation and the 
Apocalyptic Response to 
Evil and Suffering
Gregory Stevenson

ISBN 9780891124245
240 pages ▪ $19.99 ▪ PB

Shadow & Light, 3rd Ed.
Literature and the  
Life of Faith
Darryl Tippens,  

Jeanne Murray Walker & 

Stephen R. Weathers

ISBN 9780891120704
560 pages ▪ $49.99 ▪ PB

Reviving the Ancient 
Faith 
Richard T. Hughes

ISBN 9780891125259
454 pages ▪ $32.99 ▪ PB

Renewing the World
A Concise Global History 
of the Stone-Campbell 
Movement
Gary Holloway &  

Douglas A. Foster

ISBN 9780891123736
192 pages ▪ $15.99 ▪ PB

Teaching Eutychus
Engaging Today’s 
Learners with 
Passion and 
Creativity
Houston Heflin

ISBN 9780891122302
174 pages ▪ $13.99 ▪ PB

Unfinished 
Reconciliation, Revised
Justice, Racism, and 
Churches of Christ
Gary Holloway & John York

ISBN 9780891123958
228 pages ▪ $18.99 ▪ PB

West Texas Stories
Glenn Dromgoole

ISBN 9780891124900
208 pages ▪ $15.99 ▪ PB
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Still Wrestling
Faith Renewed  
through Brokenness

LES FERGUSON JR.

ISBN 9781684260508
224 pages ▪ $14.99 ▪ PB

CMYK

Esther’s World Is Much Like Ours: God Seems Missing.

Some of Esther’s peers, like Daniel, lived with a distinct advantage of experiencing 
the mighty, miracle-making wonder of God. Esther, on the other hand, was 
surrounded by extravagant wealth and idolatry in the disenchanted empire of 
Persia. Faith wasn’t easy in a place like that, but Esther learned there was more to 
God than what she could see.

Today’s suffering and cynicism can leave us feeling that God is long gone. But, 
in truth, he is still present and active in our lives. In slow, mundane, and even 
obscure ways, he is pursuing us and repairing our broken world. Follow Esther as 
she models twelve practices that connect us with a seemingly distant God and his 
unexpected work in the world.

• • • • • • • • • •
“Altrock rescues the story of Esther from its fairytale status. He takes 

it off the children’s shelf and places it squarely in the adult section. 
Along the way, Altrock eloquently and convincingly unpacks the core 

theological theme of Esther: God is always at work in the world.”
—HOLLY CATTERTON ALLEN, Professor of Family Studies and Christian Ministries, Lipscomb University

“The crosscurrents of this secular age have pushed against those 
who have faith in Christ, leaving them confused, weary, and 

sometimes despairing. Behind Esther is a bold response in the 
opposite direction—to see God everywhere and in everything.”

—BILL DELVAUX, Director of Landmark Journey Ministries and author of Heroic

• • • • • • • • • •
C H R I S  A LT R O C K  serves as the senior preaching minister for the 
Highland Church of Christ in Memphis, Tennessee. The author of six other 
books, including Ten-Minute Transformation: Small Spiritual Steps that 
Revolutionize Your Life, Chris is a trained spiritual director, and he teaches 
as an adjunct professor at Lipscomb University. Connect with him at 
www.chrisaltrock.com.

www.leafwoodpublishers.com

$14.99 Christian Living / Spiritual Growth

Foreword by New York Times best-selling author Lisa Wingate

BehindEsther.indd   1 6/14/19   9:08 PM

AUGUST 2019
ISBN 9781684261901
192 pages ▪ 5.5 x 8.25
$14.99 ▪ paperback
Christian Living / Spiritual Growth

Esther’s World Is Much Like Ours: God Seems Missing.

Some of Esther’s peers, like Daniel, lived with a distinct advan-
tage of experiencing the mighty, miracle-making wonder of 
God. Esther, on the other hand, was surrounded by extravagant 
wealth and idolotry in the disenchanted empire of Persia. Faith 
wasn’t easy in a place like that, but thankfully, Esther learned 
there was more to God than what she could see.

Today’s suffering and cynicism can leave us feeling that God 
is long gone. But, in truth, he is still present and active in our 
lives. In slow, mundane, and even obscure ways, he is pursuing 
us and repairing our broken world. Follow Esther as she models 
twelve practices that connect us with a seemingly distant God 
and his unexpected work in the world.

“Altrock rescues the story of Esther from its fairytale status. He 
takes it off the children’s shelf and places it squarely in the adult 
section. Along the way, Altrock eloquently and convincingly 
unpacks the core theological theme of Esther: God is always at 
work in the world.”

—HOLLY CATTERTON ALLEN, Professor of Family Studies and Christian 
Ministries, Lipscomb University

“We live in an age when God is summarily dismissed, banished 
from the public arena. The crosscurrents of this secular age have 
pushed against those who have faith in Christ, leaving them 
confused, weary, and sometimes despairing. Behind Esther is a 
bold response in the opposite direction—to see God everywhere 
and in everything.”

— BILL DELVAUX, Director of Landmark Journey Ministries

CHRIS ALTROCK serves as the senior preaching minister for the 
Highland Church of Christ in Memphis, Tennessee. The author of six 
other books, including Ten-Minute Transformation: Small Spiritual Steps 
that Revolutionize Your Life, Chris is a trained spiritual director, and he 
teaches as an adjunct professor at Lipscomb University. Connect with 
him at www.chrisaltrock.com.

Behind Esther
Thriving When God Seems Distant

CHRIS ALTROCK
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Between Two Trees
Our Transformation 

from Death to Life

SHANE J. WOOD

ISBN 9781684260706
240 pages ▪ $14.99 ▪ PB

CMYK

www.leafwoodpublishers.com

$13.99 Christian Living

D I S C O V E R  L I F E  A S  G O D  I N T E N D E D

Most of us think that if we could simply balance our lives better, we would be 
happier. But what we actually need is to rediscover the rhythm.

As Christians, our whole life consists of loving God and loving others, just 
like Jesus did. In this book, Wright invites us to � nd true joy as we embrace 
these two core realities and discover how they are meant to work in tandem. 
Explore � e Rhythm of the Christian Life and recapture the joy of life together 
as God always intended.

“With incredible simplicity, The Rhythm of the Christian Life engaged 
my mind, warmed my heart, and inspired me to apply its message.”

—MAHER SAMUEL, psychiatrist, apologist, and former Director of
Ravi Zacharias International Ministries (RZIM) in the Middle East

“Forget about the program—get with the beat, the 
two-beat rhythm of the Christian life that structures 
Christian freedom and sustains human fl ourishing.”

—KEVIN J. VANHOOZER, Research Professor of Systematic Theology, Trinity Evangelical Divinity School

“Wright’s book draws from the deep well of Bonhoe� er’s work on
the rhythm of life; it’s refreshing and challenging at the same time.”

—DAVE FURMAN, Senior Pastor, Redeemer Church of Dubai;

  and his wife, GLORIA FURMAN, author of Missional Motherhood

BRIAN J. WRIGHT is a graduate of Dallas Theological 

Seminary and earned his PhD from Ridley College in Melbourne, 

Australia. He is the author of Communal Reading in the Time of 

Jesus and has been featured on several Christian media networks. 

Wright currently serves as an adjunct professor and as a chaplain 

for the Federal Bureau of Prisons.

RhythmChristianLife3.indd   1 6/24/19   11:48 AM

AUGUST 2019
ISBN 9781684263509

160 pages ▪ 5 x 8
$13.99 ▪ paperback

Christian Living

Discover Life as God Intended.

Most of us think that if we could simply balance our lives better, 
we would be happier. But our problem isn’t balance. What we 
actually need is to rediscover the rhythm. God has created a 
pulse for our lives, and for centuries Christians lived into that 
intentional rhythm, one that has been all but lost today. In this 
book, Wright invites us to find true joy and wholeness as we 
embrace the two core realities that every person experiences 
in life:

•	 moments alone: times of solitude when we are with 
God alone

•	 moments together: times of intentional fellowship 
with others

In our efforts to maximize our time, we often set unrealistic 
expectations for our “quiet time” and our social relationships. 
The result is a failure to hear the ancient rhythm that shows how 
these dimensions of our lives should complement each other.

As Christians, our whole life consists of loving God and loving 
others—just like Jesus did. Explore The Rhythm of the Christian 
Life and recapture the joy of life as God always intended.

“Wright’s book draws from the deep well of Bonhoeffer’s work 
on the rhythm of life; it’s refreshing and challenging at the 
same time.”

—DAVE FURMAN, Senior Pastor, Redeemer Church of Dubai; and his wife, 
GLORIA FURMAN, author of Missional Motherhood

BRIAN J. WRIGHT is a graduate of Dallas Theological Seminary and 
earned his PhD from Ridley College in Melbourne, Australia. He is the 
author of Communal Reading in the Time of Jesus and has been 
featured on several Christian media networks. Wright currently serves 
as an adjunct professor and as a chaplain for the Federal Bureau 
of Prisons.

The Rhythm of the 
Christian Life
Recapturing the Joy of Life Together

BRIAN J. WRIGHT
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Mentoring for  
All Season
Women Sharing Life’s 
Experiences and God’s 
Faithfulness

JANET THOMPSON

ISBN 9780891123934
288 pages ▪ $14.99 ▪ PB

Everyday Brave
Living Courageously as a Woman of Faith

JANET THOMPSON

Be Your Own Kind of Brave!

Bravery isn’t reserved for women serving on international 
mission teams, in the military, or as a first responder. Every 
woman is brave, much braver than she might think. But feelings 
of doubt and inadequacy try to stop us from living up to our God-
given potential to be courageous women of faith.

In Everyday Brave, Janet explores the extraordinary actions 
of fifty ordinary women in the Bible, women who display bravery 
in usual and unusual circumstances. Twenty-eight women 
of today also give testimonies of realizing their strength and 
courage through God’s love. As Janet shares the stories of these 
women, she reminds us that the heart and substance of bravery, 
even in the face of fear, comes from unconditionally placing 
our hope in the only One who can give us the courage to stay 
the course.

“Bravery doesn’t come wrapped in a superhero cape. Everyday 
Brave is filled with stories of ordinary women from contemporary 
and biblical times who say yes to God’s call to step out in faith.”

—LORI WILDENBERG, speaker and author of Messy Journey

“If you long to be a bold, resilient, and faith-filled woman of God, 
Everyday Brave is for you!”

—CAROL KENT, international speaker and author of Becoming a  
Woman of Influence

JANET THOMPSON is an award-winning Christian speaker and the 
author of twenty books, including Mentoring for All Seasons. She is the 
founder and director of Woman to Woman Mentoring Ministry and 
About His Work Ministries, and she writes a weekly blog and monthly 
online newsletter at www.womantowomanmentoring.com.

SEPTEMBER 2019
ISBN 9781684263004
272 pages ▪ 5.5 x 8.25
$14.99 ▪ paperback
Christian Living / Women’s Interests
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What Does God Expect from Women’s Ministry?

While women’s ministry can easily get caught up in Bible study 
themes and Pinterest-worthy decor, God’s heart calls for a min-
istry that is rooted in him. In this book, Gena explores Scripture 
to establish what a thriving women’s ministry was intended to be 
and the ways women can minister deeply to one another.

Every church needs a team of women who serve in God’s 
name. Women’s Ministry with Purpose will show you how to 
rediscover the true purpose of your women’s ministry and gain 
support from your church’s leadership. Most importantly, it will 
breathe new life into leaders and volunteers, offering practical 
advice for organizing, training, and supporting the women in 
your ministry.

“I appreciate Gena’s willingness to be vulnerable and honest 
about the state of many women’s ministries and to provide such 
practical ways to get back on track. This is a helpful resource if 
you are looking for ways to realign your women’s ministry with 
your church’s vision and get refocused on God’s masterplan of 
the gospel!”

—KADI COLE, church leadership consultant and author of Developing 
Female Leaders

GENA B. MCCOWN has served in various ministry leadership roles 
for twenty years. She is currently the women’s ministry educator at 
Christian Leaders Institute and a mentor for up-and-coming ministry 
leaders through the Women’s Ministry Council. A native of south 
Florida, Gena and her husband, Justin, have three daughters: Casey, 
Shelby, and Naomi. Connect with her at www.genamccown.com.

Women’s Ministry 
with Purpose
A Vibrant, Gospel-Centered Approach

GENA B. MCCOWN

SEPTEMBER 2019
ISBN 9781684263202

208 pages ▪ 5.5 x 8.25
$14.99 ▪ paperback

Christian Ministry / Adult 

Life-Giving Leadership
A Woman’s Toolbox 

for Leading

JULIA MATEER

ISBN 9780891123415
208 pages ▪ $14.99 ▪ PB
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Your Mind Is Under Attack.

Thousands of thoughts fly through our minds every day, many of 
them negative. And Satan knows how susceptible we are to these 
negative thoughts that leave us frustrated and feeling defeated. 
However, the time-honored practice of Christian meditation can 
help us find victory in these spiritual battles..

Transforming Your Thought Life offers guided meditations 
and personal examples that will help you train your mind to stay 
grounded in God’s Word. Each chapter focuses on a particular 
kind of negative thought pattern and provides key Bible verses 
and prayers for standing strong against it. Day by day, as you 
hide God’s Word in your heart, you will move closer to the heart 
and mind of God.

“What do we do when our thoughts leave us feeling beaten, bruised, 
and out of control? In Transforming Your Thought Life, Sarah 
reminds us that the answer lies not inside ourselves but within 
the pages of Scripture.”

—LAUREN GASKILL, author of Into the Deep and president of She Found Joy 

“Sarah returns meditation to its rightful place in the Christian 
life, teaching us to leverage the power of Scripture to shape our 
thoughts. Sarah’s vulnerable personal applications and fresh per-
spectives challenge us to clean up the playgrounds of our minds!”

—AMY CARROLL, speaker and author of Breaking Up with Perfect 
and Exhale

SARAH GERINGER is an author, speaker, and graphic designer. 
She is a member of the writing and proofreading team for the 
Encouragement for Today devotions. Sarah is also a regular con-
tributor to the Hope-Full Living devotionals and several faith-based 
websites, including A Wife Like Me, Devotable, and Woman to 
Woman Ministries. She lives in Southeast Missouri with her husband 
and three children. Follow Sarah as she writes about finding peace in 
God’s Word at www.sarahgeringer.com.

Transforming Your 
Thought Life
Christian Meditation in Focus

SARAH GERINGER

Reframing the Soul
How Words Transform 
Our Faith

GREGORY SPENCER

ISBN 9780891124771
256 pages ▪ $15.99 ▪ PB

OCTOBER 2019
ISBN 9781684262106
240 pages ▪ 5.5 x 8.25
$14.99 ▪ paperback
Christian Living / Spiritual Growth
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ALSO BY HRICHI

How far will Jesus go to rescue one lost soul?

Tormented, chained, and living in a graveyard, the man 
known only by the name of the demons that tormented him 
had no one to help him—no one to intercede for him. No one 
but Jesus. Climb into the boat with Jesus as he heads into 
enemy territory. Witness Jesus’s power and passion as he 
battles violent storms and armies of demons to rescue . . . one 
. . . lost . . . soul.

Sometimes we feel trapped and alone. But there is 
nothing that God cannot overcome. Through this six-week, 
action-packed study, you will experience God’s relentless love 
as you celebrate the impassioned savior who moved heaven 
and earth to rescue you.

“Shadia has written another outstanding study. Legion is 
rich and in-depth. There were so many new insights; several 
brought tears to my eyes. Well written and well organized, this 
study is packed with valuable life lessons. I can’t wait to read 
the next one!”

—FRANCINE RIVERS, international best-selling author

SHADIA HRICHI is a passionate Bible teacher who has a heart for 
seeing lives transformed by the power of God’s Word. She holds 
a master’s in biblical and theological studies as well as a master’s 
in criminal justice. Shadia is the author of several Bible studies, 
including Hagar and Worthy of Love, and is often invited to speak 
at churches, conferences, and other events. Residing in north-
ern California, Shadia is an active member of Venture Christian 
Church and loves to visit the ocean each week for “a date with 
Jesus.” To learn more, visit www.shadiahrichi.com.

Legion
Rediscovering the God Who Rescues Me

SHADIA HRICHI

Hagar
Rediscovering the God 

Who Sees Me

SHADIA HRICHI

ISBN 9780891124702
264 pages ▪ $15.99 ▪ PB

OCTOBER 2019
ISBN 9781684263707

224 pages ▪ 7.5 x 9.25
$15.99 ▪ paperback

Biblical Studies / Bible Study Guides
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If we want to see God in the midst of our struggles, we have to 
change the way we look for him.

There is no denying that miracles, answers to prayer, and abun-
dant blessings testify to God’s presence. When the desires of our 
hearts are filled, it’s easy to see him. But what about the seasons 
when he seems invisible? Scripture tells us God never sleeps, but 
it is easy to feel like he is not attuned to our needs. Shift explores 
the life-changing truth that when we adjust our lens to focus our 
eyes on God rather than on what we wish we were seeing in our 
lives, he reveals himself to us. In fact, those moments when he 
seems invisible to us are often when others see him the most in us.

When Jesus walked the earth, he looked to God for his 
earthly needs. Jesus had a deep relationship with the Father 
that fueled his mission, his purpose, and his effectiveness. 
Scripture tells us that we can have that too. But there is a shift 
that needs to take place in our hearts and minds. No matter our 
circumstances, we can see God in our lives—right here, right now.

“For those who question if God cares what they are going through, 
Abby McDonald’s wise and thoughtful insights provide a per-
spective shift for discouraged hearts. Learn to hang on to hope 
through difficult circumstances as you see God’s trustworthy 
nature displayed with each turn of the page.” 

—KATIE M. REID, author of Made Like Martha: Good News for the Woman 
Who Gets Things Done

ABBY MCDONALD is a blogger, speaker, wife, and mom whose 
work has been featured on (in)Courage, For Every Mom, iBelieve, 
Crosswalk, and more. Her passion is to empower women to grow in 
faith and hope, even when life is messy. She earned a BA in English 
from the University of South Carolina and teaches writing workshops 
both online and at conferences each year. Abby lives with her 
husband and three children in western Maryland. Connect with her 
at www.abbymcdonald.org.

Shift
Changing Our Focus to See the Presence of God

ABBY MCDONALD

Believing Out Loud
Trading Fear and  
Defeat for an  
Adventure with God

KIMBERLY WRIGHT

ISBN 9780891126164
160 pages ▪ $13.99 ▪ PB

FEBRUARY 2020
ISBN 9781684263103
208 pages ▪ 5.5 x 8.25
$14.99 ▪ paperback
Christian Living / Spiritual Growth
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FEBRUARY 2020
ISBN 9781684264308
240 pages ▪ 5.5 x 8.5
$15.99 ▪ paperback

Christian Living / Women’s Interests

God Isn’t Looking for Heroes of Faith.

A thriving relationship with God is not built on our perfect 
performance but on our trust in a gracious Savior. Hebrews 11 
reveals one superhero—Jesus. Our God delights in flawed follow-
ers who trust him in the daily aspects of their lives. He designed 
spiritual growth to be an ongoing journey of faith and delights in 
who you are becoming.

By exploring the lives of the people mentioned in Hebrews 11, 
Little Faith, Big God will inspire you to persevere in your faith 
through the examples of biblical men and women who failed, 
got up again, finished well, and were commended by God. With 
biblical principles to separate false hope from real faith, present-
day stories to encourage you, and guiding questions to invite 
personal reflection, application, and discussion, Little Faith, Big 
God will equip you to trade your self-made superhero cape for a 
dynamic, grace-filled relationship with our big God.

“In her delightful work Little Faith, Big God, Debbie shares how 
God powerfully used imperfect people from the Bible and still uses 
ordinary, and sometimes blundering, folks like you and me to 
achieve his extraordinary plans and purposes. Each story contains 
nuggets of biblical truth, humor, and encouragement to help us on 
our faith journey. I highly recommend Little Faith, Big God.”

—JOSH MCDOWELL, Christian apologist, evangelist, and author

DEBBIE W. WILSON helps people discover relevant faith, drawing 
from her personal walk with Christ, twenty-four years as a Christian 
counselor, and decades as a Bible teacher. Debbie is an Advanced 
Writers and Speakers Association-certified speaking and writing 
coach and the author of Little Women, Big God and Give Yourself a 
Break. In 1991, she and her husband founded Lighthouse Ministries, a 
Christian counseling and coaching ministry. For her, a good mystery, 
dark chocolate, and a laugh with her two poodles make a great day. 
Connect with her blog at debbiewwilson.com.

Little Faith, Big God
Grace to Grow When Your Faith Feels Small

DEBBIE W. WILSON

Little Women, Big God
It’s Not the Size of  

Your Problems, But  
the Size of Your God

DEBBIE W. WILSON

ISBN 9780891123866
272 pages ▪ $15.99 ▪ PB
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Your invitation to wait well in a world obsessed with having 
everything now.

No one likes to wait. But no matter how hassle-free the world 
around us has become, some things take time. Still, new begin-
nings are fun—finish lines, thrilling. We love and celebrate 
those mountaintop moments. Life in the middle, however, is 
often hard and boring, certainly nothing to celebrate. Yet Sarah 
has discovered that the best parts of life can actually be those 
very moments between where we are and where we want to be. 
Waiting is a vital part of our stories, and what we do with our 
times of waiting matters.

We have spent too much time believing that we are waiting 
because God has somehow forgotten about us. God can teach 
us what it means to fully trust him if we are willing. In Now 
Waiting, Sarah explains how you can 

•	 remain confident in the goodness of God when your season 
of waiting leaves you feeling discouraged, frustrated, and 
left out of God’s plan; 

•	 embrace seasons of waiting as times to thrive, not just 
to endure; and

•	 find hope in the promises of God for today and tomorrow, 
even when things aren’t going the way you planned.

Stop believing the lie that everyone else is living a better story. 
Live fully convinced of God’s plans for you, even during your 
seasons of waiting.

SARAH JOHNSON has been inspiring women to live their truth and 
to follow the call of God for over a decade. Sarah is the host of her 
weekly podcast, InfluenceHER, and blogs at sarahjohnson.co. She will 
never turn down an invite for good coffee or authentic Mexican food 
and loves traveling to new places with her family. She juggles moth-
erhood and ministry with grace, and while her life is filled to the brim, 
she wouldn’t have it any other way. She lives in North Carolina with 
her husband, B. J., and their children.

Now Waiting
Hope for Today When All You Want Is Tomorrow

SARAH JOHNSON

Compared to Who? 
A Proven Path to 
Improve Your  
Body Image

HEATHER 

CREEKMORE

ISBN 9780891124979
224 pages ▪ $14.99 ▪ PB

MARCH 2020
ISBN 9781684263400
208 pages ▪ 5.5 x 8.25
$14.99 ▪ paperback
Christian Living / Women’s Interests
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Esther’s World Is Much Like Ours: God Seems Missing.

Some of Esther’s peers, like Daniel, lived with a distinct advantage of experiencing 
the mighty, miracle-making wonder of God. Esther, on the other hand, was 
surrounded by extravagant wealth and idolatry in the disenchanted empire of 
Persia. Faith wasn’t easy in a place like that, but Esther learned there was more to 
God than what she could see.

Today’s suffering and cynicism can leave us feeling that God is long gone. But, 
in truth, he is still present and active in our lives. In slow, mundane, and even 
obscure ways, he is pursuing us and repairing our broken world. Follow Esther as 
she models twelve practices that connect us with a seemingly distant God and his 
unexpected work in the world.

• • • • • • • • • •
“Altrock rescues the story of Esther from its fairytale status. He takes 

it off the children’s shelf and places it squarely in the adult section. 
Along the way, Altrock eloquently and convincingly unpacks the core 

theological theme of Esther: God is always at work in the world.”
—HOLLY CATTERTON ALLEN, Professor of Family Studies and Christian Ministries, Lipscomb University

“The crosscurrents of this secular age have pushed against those 
who have faith in Christ, leaving them confused, weary, and 

sometimes despairing. Behind Esther is a bold response in the 
opposite direction—to see God everywhere and in everything.”

—BILL DELVAUX, Director of Landmark Journey Ministries and author of Heroic

• • • • • • • • • •
C H R I S  A LT R O C K  serves as the senior preaching minister for the 
Highland Church of Christ in Memphis, Tennessee. The author of six other 
books, including Ten-Minute Transformation: Small Spiritual Steps that 
Revolutionize Your Life, Chris is a trained spiritual director, and he teaches 
as an adjunct professor at Lipscomb University. Connect with him at 
www.chrisaltrock.com.

www.leafwoodpublishers.com

$14.99 Christian Living / Spiritual Growth

Foreword by New York Times best-selling author Lisa Wingate
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CLASS & SMALL GROUP RESOURCE GUIDE
FALL 2019 - Spring 2020

The Class & Small Group Resource Guide contains all 
of our products that include discussion questions to help 
guide a class or small group. Part of its value lies in 
its usefulness to anyone facilitating such discussions. 
Sorted topically, it is easier than ever to find exactly the 
type of study or discussion you are looking for.

Our increasing library of video series is included 
as they make leading classes and discussions even 
easier. With video segments and discussion questions, 
just about anyone can lead a fruitful and meaningful 
conversation.

Our prayer is that you will find this free listing of 
our books and videos to be a helpful resource for your 
classroom and small group material needs.

Call 877-816-4455 (toll free)  
for bulk discounts for your small group.

Resource topics include video series, Christian 
theology, grief and loss, leadership, stewardship, 
Old and New Testament studies, and prayer.

FREE

Visit our website to download your Class & Small Group Resource Guide.
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The Story of Churches 
of Christ DVD
Douglas A. Foster

In 2000, the Atlas of American Religion listed 
Churches of Christ as one of seven national 
denominations represented in all regions of the 
United States. Yet many people know little about 
this group’s origins and development. This DVD 
series, comprised of six segments of 20–24 min-
utes each, explains this Christian tradition in a 
frank and honest way.

ISBN 9780891123606
7 segments
$29.99 ▪ DVD

ISBN 9781684260003
13 segments
$24.99 ▪ DVD

Significant Others DVD
Understand Our Non-Christian Neighbors
Monte Cox

Today, Americans live in a more globalized and 
pluralistic culture than ever before. In thirteen 
segments, Monte Cox explains how to engage our 
non-Christian neighbors in conversation. This 
3-DVD set and companion booklet will help you 
become more acquainted with the religious back-
grounds of non-Christians around you, as well as 
with the growing number of American people who 
claim no religious affiliation at all.

Love First DVD
Ending Hate before It’s Too Late

DON MCLAUGHLIN

For too long, Christians have settled for less 
than the matchless love of Jesus. More than ever, 
believers are tempted to give in to their fears, 
prejudices, and suspicions. Through twelve film 
segments in this 2-DVD set, Love First offers a 
clear-eyed assessment of the current love/hate 
crisis and a practical strategy for how Christians 
can begin to truly love, especially those who do 
not love us in return.

“Love First reminds the Christian community that 
its primary allegiance is to God and the kingdom 
love ethic must guide Christian behavior in all 
areas of life, including the world of racial brutal-
ity and political warfare!”

—JERRY TAYLOR, Assistant Professor of Bible, Missions, 
and Ministry, Abilene Christian University

ISBN 9781684260317
12 segments
$24.99 ▪ DVD
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Conversations on Leadership DVD
Foundational Insights for Elders & Leaders
Randy Harris and Carson E. Reed 

The work of congregational leadership is a complex and challenging call. Nonetheless, 
by the grace and prompting of God, shepherd and elders respond to this call in various 
ways. This six segment series (15–18 minutes each) provides a practical and meaning-
ful way to grow pastoral care, hope-filled visioning, and overall shepherding for leaders.

A story about shipwrecks, snakebites, beatings, meetings, and other church events. The 
way of Jesus has always been wilder than we think and more dangerous than we’d like. 
This 2-DVD set includes 12 segments filmed on location in Jerusalem, bringing the 
stories of Acts to life. The series also includes access to an online companion booklet to 
guide and enrich discussion.

How to Start a Riot DVD
A Film Series on Acts of Apostles shot on location  
in Jerusalem	 Jonathan Storment

In twelve film segments, Randy Harris takes you into the teachings of Jesus that for 
us to obey and practice. Principles about integrity that’s not for sale, sexual purity that 
begins in the heart, and a life of obedience that’s a response to the profound grace of 
God. This 2-DVD set and companion booklet provides a guide for group study, personal 
time, or church viewing for people who want to live the way of Jesus. 

Living Jesus DVD
How the Gretest Sermon Ever Will Change Your  
Life for Good	 Randy Harris

Daring Faith DVD
Meeting Jesus in the Book of John
Randy Harris

ISBN 9780891126195
6 segments
$29.99 ▪ DVD

ISBN 9780891124214
12 segments
$39.99 ▪ DVD

ISBN 9780891123705
12 segments
$24.99 ▪ DVD

ISBN 9780891125945
12 segments
$29.99 ▪ DVD

The Gospel of John was written so people would believe the unbelievable. This unbe-
lievable story John tells is that God became man and lived among us. These claims got 
Jesus killed. And ever since, people who believe the claim still lose their lives. If you 
believe that Jesus is truly God, you believe the most daring idea of all time. Daring 
faith will cost your life. But along with the risk comes the great reward of becoming 
children of God. Are you ready for daring faith?
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D2
Becoming a Devoted Follower of Christ

PHIL MCKINNEY II

The words “follow me” changed the lives of twelve 
unlikely individuals in the first century, and they 
can change the course of your life as well. Many 
people claim to follow Jesus, but truly following 
him involves a commitment to transformational 
discipleship, not just nominal acceptance.

We are too often satisfied with simply 
receiving God’s grace. Instead, we need to 
develop a consistent, intentional plan for greater 
spiritual growth and discipleship, focused on 
gaining an ever-increasing ability to apply God’s 
Word to life. If you want more than sitting in 
pews and checking off participation boxes, if you 
are ready to follow Christ with all your heart, 
soul, mind, and strength, this book is for you.

“Phil writes with a fresh voice, sharing how 
discipleship works best when it is understood 
and practiced in community.” 

—JOSH ROSS, lead minister at Sycamore View Church 
in Memphis, TN, and author of Scarred Faith and 
Re\entry

ISBN 9781684261802
160 pages ▪ 5.5 x 8.25
$14.99 ▪ paperback
Christian Living / 
Spiritual Growth

Between Two Trees
Our Transformation from Death to Life

SHANE J. WOOD

The problem of Eden is much worse than you 
thought, but the solution is much better than 
you could have ever imagined. Between Two 
Trees reveals that the real tragedy of Eden is a 
union with death, a union that produces division 
and despair. In spite of this tragedy, Between 
Two Trees will challenge you to embrace hope, 
love, and the beauty of reconciliation at the true 
tree of life: the cross of Calvary.

By exploring the probelm of Eden and the 
power of the cross, Shane Wood calls us to walk 
on a path to transformation, a path to union 
with God. The book’s journey ends under the 
shade of the tree of life in the New Jerusalem 
with God’s unfinished creation now complete. 
Yes, Eden, but more importantly, you.

“Shane Wood knows the metanarrative of 
Scripture like few others, but what is more import-
ant is that he lives its principles every day.” 

—KYLE IDLEMAN, author of Not a Fan and Don’t Give Up

ISBN 9781684260706
240 pages ▪ 5.5 x 8.25
$14.99 ▪ paperback
Christian Theology
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House Rules
Insights for Innovative Leaders

LARRY M. JAMES

Whether you lead a Fortune 500 company or a 
local food pantry, House Rules will encourage 
you to face the daunting challenges ahead and 
expect big results. Larry James draws on the 
challenges and successes of leading CitySquare 
to share essential, on-the-ground leadership 
principles and instructive case studies to help 
you navigate environments as diverse as board-
rooms, public housing developments, hunger 
relief efforts, and donor cultivation. His perspec-
tive on the deeply spiritual and interpersonal 
nature of leadership will inspire you to serve 
everyone you lead.

“Larry James is the kind of leader I aspire to be: 
authentic and effective.” 

—CAROL REDMOND NAUGHTON, President, Purpose 
Built Communities

ISBN 9780891124221
256 pages ▪ 5.5 x 8.25
$15.99 ▪ paperback
Leadership

Free Us from Bullying
Real Solutions beyond Being Nice

PAUL T. COUGHLIN

An estimated twenty million children oppressed 
by bullying need our help. Bullies cannot be 
stopped merely with more compassion and 
understanding. In fact, bullying stems from 
the same roots as racism, sexual harassment, 
and even genocide, and it requires people to 
combat it in similar ways. Kindness and aware-
ness—two buzzwords in today’s anti-bullying 
movement—will not end bullying on their own. 
They must be activated by courage, transform-
ing bystanders into righteous, loving protectors. 

“In this book, Coughlin gives us powerful reason
ing and inspiration as well as a realistic game 
plan against bullying. It’s a must-read for 
anyone who cares about our culture, especially 
our hurting children.”

— BARBARA COLOROSO, international anti-bullying 
expert and author of The Bully, the Bullied, and the 
Not-So-Innocent Bystander

ISBN 9781684260201
256 pages ▪ 5.5 x 8.25
$14.99 ▪ paperback
Family & Relationships
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Building Circles 
of Grace
A Joint Bible Study for Tween Girls 
& Their Moms

CATHERINE BIRD

Moms and daughters will explore what it 
means to build and sustain Christ-centered 
relationships with others. Some of the toughest 
experiences we encounter as young girls (and 
as moms too) are a result of people we choose as 
friends. But what are Christ-centered relation-
ships? How do you reflect grace when confronted 
by a bully? How do you cope with the loss of a 
friendship? Can you really make a difference by 
putting Jesus first when it is not the cool thing 
to do? Building Circles of Grace invites moms 
and daughters to discuss all of these questions 
and more.

ISBN 9780891124535
162 pages ▪ 6 x 9
$14.99 ▪ paperback
Bible Study

The Art of Amen
A Creative Prayer Experience

CATHERINE BIRD

Prayer time often becomes another chore on a 
never-ending to-do list. But God’s gift of prayer 
is an invitation to set aside regular, consis-
tent time to grow in our relationship with him. 
Infused with biblical truths, The Art of Amen 
will rejuvenate you with an artful blend of teach-
ings on prayer and rich examples of creative 
prayer styles—such as Bible journaling, prayer 
walks, and intercessional prayer art.

Whether for personal worship or small group 
study, this creative prayer experience takes the 
guesswork out of prayer and is the perfect tool 
to help you build a deeper relationship with God.

“Maybe, like me, you grew up feeling there 
was just one way to pray. In The Art of Amen, 
Catherine Bird breaks that boxed-in thinking, 
showing us how to breathe new life and creativ-
ity into our conversations with God.” 

—LYNN COWELL, author of Make Your Move and 
Brave Beauty

ISBN 9781684262205
176 pages ▪ 6 x 9
$15.99 ▪ paperback
Christian Living / Prayer

CMYK LITHO

Let creativity bring your prayers to life
Often, prayer time becomes another chore on a never-ending to-do list. But God’s 
gift of prayer invites us into a relationship with him. Infused with biblical truths, 
The Art of Amen will rejuvenate your prayer life with its artful blend of teachings 
on prayer and rich examples of creative prayer styles—such as Bible journaling, 
prayer walks, and intercessory prayer art. Whether for personal worship or group 
study, this creative prayer experience is the perfect tool to help you deepen your 
relationship with God. {

“Seamlessly blending together sound biblical teaching, insightful 
personal testimonies, soul-stirring prayers, and beautiful drawings, 
The Art of Amen is truly a masterpiece! I cannot remember another 

book that touched my heart so deeply. Packed full of practical tips for 
building a stronger and more intimate prayer life, The Art of Amen 

is sure to leave your heart full and your prayer life transformed.”
—Jennifer Bleakley, author of Joey: How a Blind Rescue Horse Helped Others Learn to See 

“Maybe, like me, you grew up feeling there was just one 
way to pray. In The Art of Amen, Catherine Bird breaks 
that boxed-in thinking, showing us how to breathe new 

life and creativity into our conversations with God.”
—Lynn Cowell, author of Make Your Move and Brave Beauty

{
catherine bird is an author, speaker, and Bible teacher. She 
is passionate about empowering women, teens, and tweens to 
embrace personal authenticity and the transformative power 
of God’s redeeming grace. She lives in Central Texas with her 
husband and two kids, where she can often be found on hiking 
trails, in hot yoga class, or exploring the healing powers of crafting 
and DIY. Learn more and discover free Bible study resources by 
visiting www.catherinebird.net.

www.leafwoodpublishers.com

$15.99 Christian Life / Prayer

ArtOfAmen.indd   1 2/22/19   3:29 PM
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Think This Not That
Rewiring Your Brain to Eliminate 
Toxic Thinking

RITA A. SCHULTE

Contrary to popular belief, your circumstances 
do not determine your mood. Rather, your 
thoughts, feelings, and behaviors flow from 
your interpretations of events. In our minds, we 
assign meaning to troubling events, and that 
meaning can trigger emotional stress.

Scripture challenges us to think about what 
is true, right, pure, and excellent, and that’s 
much more than a feel-good message. How we 
think actually affects how we respond the world 
around us, especially when we face difficult 
situations. Drawing on her experience as a 
clinical psychotherapist and a trauma survivor, 
Rita Schulte combines science and faith to show 
you how a strong connection to God, mindfulness 
techniques, and target exercises can help you 
identify and change toxic thinking patterns, 
rewire your brain, and achieve better health and 
well-being.

ISBN 9780891125792
240 pages ▪ 5.5 x 8.25
$14.99 ▪ paperback
Christian Life

Labeled
Redefining the Woman God Made You to Be

STACY DICKMAN

The world’s definition of an ideal woman often 
becomes a lady’s personal list of inadequacies. 
Filtering through all the cultural noise, Stacy 
examines seven words that society frequently 
uses to compare women to each other and 
offers insight, biblical definitions, and practical 
solutions for breaking the traps set by these 
labels in order to reclaim them as God-honoring 
expressions of woman as God created her. 

“If you want to stop striving for significance in the 
eyes of others and rest in the assurance of God’s 
love for you, let Stacy’s encouraging words and 
biblical insight empower you to only wear one 
label—beloved daughter of the one true God.”

—KAREN EHMAN, New York Times best-selling author 
of Keep It Shut

ISBN 9781684261208
176 pages ▪ 5 x 8
$13.99 ▪ paperback
Christian Life
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Reframing the Soul
How Words Transform Our Faith

GREGORY SPENCER

We all frame our experiences. Usually, our 
frames help us navigate our lives, but some-
times new circumstances—a divorce, a new job, 
an illness—drive us to reframe. Jesus himself 
calls us to reframe our lives in terms of grace 
instead of law, light instead of darkness, love 
instead of retaliation. Reframing the Soul will 
help you understand the power of the words you 
choose to describe how you see the world. With 
dozens of personal stories, Spencer shares prac-
tical ways to choose life-giving words.

“Reframing the Soul is a wonderful guide to nav-
igating reality with grace and truth. It is honest, 
hopeful, literate, and faith-filled.”

—JOHN ORTBERG, author of I’d Like You More If You 
Were More Like Me

ISBN 9780891124771
256 pages ▪ 6 x 9
$15.99 ▪ paperback
Christian Life

Still Wrestling
Faith Renewed through Brokenness

LES FERGUSON JR. 

After the horrific double murder that destroyed 
his family, Les Ferguson started wrestling with 
God. But through this tragedy, he has become a 
trusted teacher who can offer you deep insight 
into Scripture. With Les as your guide, you 
can learn to read your Bible in fresh ways and 
relate to the people of Scripture, examining their 
humanity, seeing their fears, and acknowledging 
their weaknesses. His perspective on brokenness 
will give you permission to bring your entire life, 
even your doubts, before God.

“There is no better guide to dealing with the 
doubts and questions that come from life’s trag-
edies than Les. Follow his ongoing journey of 
insight and understanding in Still Wrestling.”

— AL ROBERTSON, author and speaker from A&E’s 
Duck Dynasty

ISBN 9781684260508
224 pages ▪ 5.5 x 8.25
$14.99 ▪ paperback
Christian Life
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ISBN 9780891124344
224 pages ▪ 5.25 x 8
$14.99 ▪ paperback
Christian Ministry /  
Youth

ISBN 9780891124641
240 pages ▪ 6 x 9
$14.99 ▪ paperback
Christian Life / Social 

Significant Others
Understanding Our Non-Christian Neighbors

MONTE COX

A generation ago, most Americans had little or 
no contact with Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists, or 
any other adherents of non-Christian religions. 
Now our culture is much more pluralistic. In 
addition to these “others,” many Westerners, 
disenchanted with Christianity, are more 
inclined than they were a generation ago to 
dabble in new spiritual alternatives that were 
not as readily available here before. 

Many Christians don’t know how to 
engage their newest non-Christian neighbors 
in conversation, partly because they feel 
ignorant about the religions practiced by others. 
Significant Others seeks to fill this knowledge 
gap so readers will become more acquainted 
with the religious backgrounds of devout non-
Christians they are meeting, as well as with the 
growing number of American people who claim 
no religious affiliation at all. Each chapter also 
includes discussion questions for application.

Practical Wisdom for 
Youth Ministry
The Not-So-Simple Truths That Matter

DAVID FRAZE

All youth ministers have asked this question to 
themselves at least once in their career: “What 
do I do now?” Packed with theological insight, 
expert advice, and personal testimony, Practical 
Wisdom for Youth Ministry speaks to the critical 
issues for volunteer leaders and youth ministers. 
With straightforward steps that are both bibli-
cally grounded and easy to apply, it discusses 
large-scale concerns such as organization, 
budgeting, and outreach, as well as personal 
concerns such as marriage, self-care, and con-
flict. This practical guide will help you build a 
strong foundation for your ministry.

“You won’t just find ideas for how to reach kids in 
these pages; you’ll discover more about your faith.”

—BOB GOFF, best-selling author of Love Does and 
Everybody, Always
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When it comes to educating their kids, parents need to know that between homeschool, 
private Christian school, and public school, there’s no one right answer. As a practical 
guide in making that all-important decision, Multiple Choice will help you examine the 
benefits and drawbacks of each option, assess your child’s learning style, and identify 
your family’s goals for education. With interviews from education professors, teachers, 
parents, and students, Multiple Choice will empower you to make informed decisions 
and to engage in your child’s learning and spiritual growth on a daily basis.

ISBN 9780891124733
176 pages ▪ 5.5 x 8.25
$14.99 ▪ paperback

Multiple Choice
Finding the Best Answer for Your Child’s Education
Martha Singleton

If someone were to ask you to name a few famous Bible characters, Hagar would 
probably not be at the top of your list. She is often relegated to the backstage as 
a minor character in God’s redemptive story. But was she? Rest assured that her 
story does not end in despair. In fact, she emerges victorious! Through this seven- 
week, in-depth Bible study, you will find that when you surrender your life into 
God’s hands, your trials and triumphs serve a magnificent purpose: to draw you 
into the arms of the faithful God Who Sees Me.

ISBN 9780891124702
264 pages ▪ 7.5 x 9.25
$15.99 ▪ paperback

Hagar
Rediscovering the God Who Sees Me
Shadia Hrichi

Are you tired of clichés like “It’s what’s on the inside that counts!” or “Just love your 
body!” which sound encouraging but don’t really help your struggle? Then Compared to 
Who? is for you. It may not be grammatically correct, but it’s one question every woman 
should ask as she wrestles with issues like feeling sufficient, beautiful, and loved. 
Writing from her personal battle with weight and appearance, Heather will encourage 
you with humor and honesty, while her practical, grace-based approach will help you 
find freedom from body insecurity in five biblically rooted steps.

ISBN 9780891124979
224 pages ▪ 5.5 x 8.25
$14.99 ▪ paperback

Compared to Who?
A Proven Path to Improve Your Body Image
Heather Creekmore
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In a time of increasing wickedness in the world, believers are examining their own 
spiritual health and walk with God. Some of us who once burned brightly for Jesus 
find ourselves going through the motions, living out a mediocre faith. But God’s Word 
promises, “a smoldering wick He will not extinguish” (Matt. 12:20). Fanning the Flame 
identifies and addresses the issues that most affect a believer’s flame. Drawing from 
her forty-year walk with God and travels around the world, Terri brings relevant 
stories alongside Scripture to reveal key principles for stirring up and reigniting a 
Christian’s smoldering embers.

ISBN 9780891125877
224 pages ▪ 5.5 x 8.25
$14.99 ▪ paperback

Fanning the Flame
Reigniting Your Faith in God
Terri Clark

When Jesus first spoke the parable of the prodigal son and his older brother, Jesus 
sought to confront the religious leaders of his day, the Pharisees. They were filled with 
a critical and biting spirit. Today’s church is full of similarly-minded older brothers 
who are just as lost. In Righteous and Lost, you can identify the symptoms of a reli-
gious spirit and explore biblical passages that will help you embrace the love of your 
Father, delving deeper at the end of each chapter with discussion questions that can be 
used for individual or group study.

ISBN 9780891124368
208 pages ▪ 5.5 x 8.25
$14.99 ▪ paperback

Righteous and Lost
Finding Hope for the Pharisee Within
Michelle S. Lazurek

Disrupting for Good shares powerful stories about people like you who are taking 
on the challenges around them and helping reshape lives. From a preschool teacher 
creating a cross-generational program with a nearby nursing home to a young girl 
eliminating trash in her neighborhood, these stories proclaim the truth: anyone can 
make positive change. Our world is in desperate need of people who talk less and do 
more. But change in our own lives and those around us only begins when we ask good 
questions and then dream, dare, and do.

ISBN 9781684260010
176 pages ▪ 5 x 8
$13.99 ▪ paperback

Disrupting for Good
Using Passion and Persistence to Create Lasting Change
Chris Field
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Hate is an epidemic, infecting social media, politics, neighborhoods, and homes. 
Communities of believers, which should be clinics with the cure, are instead suspected 
of being primary carriers of the virus. But there is hope. Love First offers a clear-eyed 
assessment of the current love/hate crisis and a practical, doable strategy for how 
Christians can begin to truly love, especially those who do not love us in return. 

ISBN 9780891124740
288 pages ▪ 5.5 x 8.25
$14.99 ▪ paperback

Love First
Ending Hate before It’s Too Late
Don McLaughlin

Two weeks before her due date, Sara lost a healthy baby girl. Six weeks later, doctors 
discovered Stage IV colon cancer. A week after this terminal diagnosis, Sara set up a 
blog and began telling her story of the “most wonderful terrible thing” that had ever 
happened to her. Through her humble perspective and unabashed passion, Sara teaches 
others to see God’s presence in every moment—even those that are deeply painful.

ISBN 9781684260409
160 pages ▪ 5 x 8
$13.99 ▪ paperback

The Light Shines Through
A Story of Hope in the Midst of Suffering
Sara Walker

ISBN 9780891125266
224 pages ▪ 5.5 x 8.25
$14.99 ▪ paperback

The Map is Not the Journey
Faith Renewed while Hiking the Alps
Richard Dahlstrom

Twenty years of working the same job had created weariness. When a close friend 
died, weariness led to questions about faith, meaning, work, and life. Seeking answers, 
Richard hiked four hundred kilometers through the Alps in forty days. Richard’s expe-
riences illustrate that we were all created for beauty, and opening ourselves to it every 
day is vital to keeping our faith fresh and alive.

In Surrendering to Hope, you’ll find twelve short, unflinchingly honest stories from 
real people who are dealing with suffering—brutal deaths of loved ones, chronic illness, 
mental and sexual abuse, divorce, as well as struggles with same sex attraction and the 
realities of living under racial oppression. But the real story is that every story is God’s 
story. Despite brokenness and suffering, God is lovingly, powerfully present in every life. 

ISBN 9781684260607
160 pages ▪ 5 x 8
$13.99 ▪ paperback

Surrendering to Hope
Guidance for the Broken
John Mark Hicks, Christine Fox Parker, and Bobby Valentine 
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Meet the surprising women in Jesus’s family tree and discover that quality of life is not 
determined by the size of our problems but by the size of our God. Discover God’s care 
for ordinary women and how he uses human weakness and failure as an opportunity to 
reveal his strength and grace. Little Women, Big God shows that everyday women who 
walk with Christ have meaningful stories worth telling. 

ISBN 9780891123866
272 pages ▪ 5.5 x 8.5
$15.99 ▪ paperback

Little Women, Big God
It’s not the size of your problems, but the size of your God
Debbie W. Wilson

Do you struggle to instill loving boundaries and become discouraged when your child 
doesn’t like you for them? Let The Mean Mom’s Guide inspire you to dig in and stand 
your ground when parenting gets tough. The Mean Mom’s Guide to Raising Great Kids 
encourages overly nice marshmallow moms to instill a few much-needed boundaries 
and motivates parents to stand their ground when childrearing is tough.

ISBN 9780891124429
256 pages ▪ 5.5 x 8.5
$14.99 ▪ paperback

The Mean Mom’s Guide to Raising Great Kids
Joanne Kraft

When he looked in the mirror, John Alan Turner didn’t like what he saw. He wanted 
to be a better person. But the harder he worked toward the life he thought he was 
supposed to have, the farther away it fled. Still, through it all, he has become more 
authentic before God. With wit and humor, Still Me will help you examine the difference 
between the life you expected to have and the transformed life that God actually offers.

ISBN 9780891125754
176 pages ▪ 5.5 x 8.25
$14.99 ▪ paperback

Still Me
Life as a Work in Progress
John Alan Turner

Today’s adolescents face an uphill climb. It’s easy to think today’s teens need experts, 
but what they really need more than anything else is you, whether you’re a parent, a 
mentor, or a youth minister. If you would like to learn how to be a wise and compas-
sionate companion who can make an eternal difference in the lives of youth, Owning 
Faith will show you how.

ISBN 9780891124764
324 pages ▪ 5.5 x 8.25
$15.99 ▪ paperback

Owning Faith
Reimagining the Role of Church & Family in the Faith 
Journey of Teenagers	 Dudley Chancey and Ron Bruner
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Becoming a Girl 
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A Joint Bible Study 
for Tween Girls & 
Their Moms
Catherine Bird
ISBN 9780891124153
160 pages ▪ $14.99 ▪ PB
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          jensen & visser
Understand the times. RESPOND FAITHFULLY.
Higher education stands at a crossroads. However, there is a way forward 
that recognizes our current realities while also embracing the possibilities 
of what higher education could and should be. In this volume, Jensen and 
Visser have brought together a collaboration of diverse voices from among 
those devoted to the endeavor of Christian higher education—voices that 
enrich the conversation surrounding the lives of current and future students. 
Off ering a professional, robust vision of human fl ourishing, Reimagining the 
Student Experience invites educators, administrators, chaplains, and university 
professionals to think deeply and faithfully about their journey with students, 
from their arrival on campus to their pursuit of faithful living.

“ Jensen and Visser have assembled scholar-practitioners who skillfully 
invite us to dive deeply into the current dialogue in higher education. The 
chapters are brimming with relevant questions and challenges for this 
generation of campus leaders.”

  — Stephen T. Beers, Vice President for Student Development, 
John Brown University

“ Reimagining the Student Experience is an essential read and a reminder of the 
kingdom work we engage in daily.”

  — Shirley V. Hoogstra, President, Council for Christian Colleges 
and Universities

“ This volume is an ideal resource for both veterans and new arrivals to the 
challenging privilege of helping young people set the trajectory of their lives.”

  —Shirley A. Mullen, President, Houghton College 

_____________________________________________________________________________

BRIAN JENSEN is an executive search consultant at Vanderbloemen with 
fi fteen years of experience in Christian higher education, including roles in 
residence life, student leadership development, and executive leadership.

SARAH VISSER serves as the vice president for student life at Calvin College. 
During the past fi fteen years, Sarah has served in a variety of administrative 
and faculty roles, spanning both student aff airs and classroom teaching.
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