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Dear readers,

When the waters rise, we need quality bridges.
In 1998, Hurricane Mitch slammed into Honduras, dumping seventy-five 

inches of rain into to the Choluteca River. In no time, chaos ensued as the water 
swelled well beyond the river’s banks. When the flood finally receded, onlookers 
could only marvel at the Carías Bridge. Whereas sixty percent of the country’s 
infrastructure was washed away, this historic site, first built the 1930s by the 
U.S. Corps of Engineers, stood anchored to its spot. It turns out, in the months 
leading up to the storm, Japanese engineers had been working to reinforce the 
Carías. While everything else moved, including the riverbank itself, this one 
bridge stood fast.

Recovery was a slow, slow process, but in 2003, engineers put the finishing 
touches on the roads reconnecting the Carías bridge across the river. While many 
pundits first saw the Carías as a “bridge to nowhere,” the structure actually 
served as a fixed point, showing people how to reconnect one side with the other.

While this pandemic has brought distance, isolation, and disruption to our 
lives, we can rebuild, reimagine, and continue to serve one another. Our books 
this season are filled with hope, pointing to unchanging truths. We are focusing 
on questions of community and belonging, and we want to encourage you that 
no matter what happens in the months and years ahead, you can grow into new 
levels of faithfulness. The battle around us seems all too real, but we can have 
confidence in the good future God has in store for us.

We invite you to browse our catalog and find a new author. Also, visit us 
online at www.acupressbooks.com. Here, you can find our small group resource 
guide as well as links to our video teaching series.

Peace and blessings be with you,

Jason Fikes and the staff at ACU Press and Leafwood Publishers
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What makes your student affairs practice Christian?

Instead of merely adding Christ to existing practices, Christ 
should serve as the motivating and animating force for all 
of Christian student affairs. With Christ at the center, the 
Christian story distinctly transforms the nature of the work 
student affairs professionals do.

Using research from a national mixed-methods study, Christ-
Enlivened Student Affairs first constructs an educational 
philosophy by tracing how Christianity animates the who, why, 
what, and how of student affairs. In this way, Christ-Enlivened 
Student Affairs provides a catalogue of some of the best thinking 
and practices in the field. Finally, the authors also set forth 
a vision for an even more robust theological perspective for 
Christian student affairs.

“. . . a redemptive, Christ-centered approach to student affairs with 
biblically grounded principles and practices that will exercise wide 
influence on the field of student development.”

—PHILIP RYKEN, President, Wheaton College

PERRY L. GLANZER is a professor of educational foundations at Baylor 
University and Resident Scholar with Baylor Institute for Studies of 
Religion. He is also the coauthor of The Outrageous Idea of Christian 
Teaching.

THEODORE F. COCKLE is a full-time doctoral student completing a 
PhD in higher education studies and leadership at Baylor University. 
He also serves as the editor of Ideas, an online publication of the 
Association of Christians in Student Development.

ELIJAH G. JEONG is a full-time doctoral student completing a PhD in 
higher education studies and leadership at Baylor University, and he 
has served in various educational and ministry settings.

BRITNEY N. GRABER is the director of institutional effectiveness at 
Trevecca Nazarene University.

Christ-Enlivened  
Student Affairs
A Guide to Christian Thinking and Practice in the Field

PERRY L. GLANZER, THEODORE F. COCKLE,  
ELIJAH G. JEONG, AND BRITNEY N. GRABER

JUNE 2020
ISBN 9781684265008

256 pages • 6 x 9
$22.99 • Trade Paper

Student Life & Student Affairs
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          jensen & visser

Understand the times. RESPOND FAITHFULLY.
Higher education stands at a crossroads. However, there is a way forward 
that recognizes our current realities while also embracing the possibilities 
of what higher education could and should be. In this volume, Jensen and 
Visser have brought together a collaboration of diverse voices from among 
those devoted to the endeavor of Christian higher education—voices that 
enrich the conversation surrounding the lives of current and future students. 
Off ering a professional, robust vision of human fl ourishing, Reimagining the 
Student Experience invites educators, administrators, chaplains, and university 
professionals to think deeply and faithfully about their journey with students, 
from their arrival on campus to their pursuit of faithful living.

“ Jensen and Visser have assembled scholar-practitioners who skillfully 
invite us to dive deeply into the current dialogue in higher education. The 
chapters are brimming with relevant questions and challenges for this 
generation of campus leaders.”

  — Stephen T. Beers, Vice President for Student Development, 
John Brown University

“ Reimagining the Student Experience is an essential read and a reminder of the 
kingdom work we engage in daily.”

  — Shirley V. Hoogstra, President, Council for Christian Colleges 
and Universities

“ This volume is an ideal resource for both veterans and new arrivals to the 
challenging privilege of helping young people set the trajectory of their lives.”

  —Shirley A. Mullen, President, Houghton College 

_____________________________________________________________________________

BRIAN JENSEN is an executive search consultant at Vanderbloemen with 
fi fteen years of experience in Christian higher education, including roles in 
residence life, student leadership development, and executive leadership.

SARAH VISSER serves as the vice president for student life at Calvin College. 
During the past fi fteen years, Sarah has served in a variety of administrative 
and faculty roles, spanning both student aff airs and classroom teaching.
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WHAT MAKES YOUR STUDENT AFFAIRS PRACTICE CHRISTIAN? 
Instead of merely adding Christ to existing practices, Christ should serve as the motivating 

and animating force for all of Christian student affairs. With Christ at the center, the Christian 
story distinctly transforms the nature of the work student affairs professionals do. 

Using research from a national mixed-methods study, Christ-Enlivened Student Affairs first 
constructs an educational philosophy by tracing how Christianity animates the who, why, 
what, and how of student affairs. In this way, Christ-Enlivened Student Affairs provides a 
catalogue of some of the best thinking and practices in the field. Finally, the authors also set 
forth a vision for an even more robust theological perspective for Christian student affairs.

“These authors challenge us not to check our faith at the door of our institutions and 
incorporate secular theories and practices uncritically. Rather, they challenge us to 
focus on Jesus Christ, who enlivens our work as student affairs professionals.”— FELIX THEONUGRAHA, PRESIDENT, WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

“ . . . a redemptive, Christ-centered approach to student affairs with biblically 
grounded principles and practices that will exercise wide influence on the field 
of student development.”— PHILIP RYKEN, PRESIDENT, WHEATON COLLEGE

PERRY L. GLANZER is a professor of educational foundations at Baylor University and Resident 
Scholar with Baylor Institute for Studies of Religion. He is also the coauthor of The Outrageous 
Idea of Christian Teaching.

THEODORE F. COCKLE is a full-time doctoral student completing a PhD in higher education 
studies and leadership at Baylor University. He also serves as the editor of Ideas, an online 
publication of the Association of Christians in Student Development. 

ELIJAH G. JEONG is a full-time doctoral student completing a PhD in higher education studies 
and leadership at Baylor University, and he has served in various educational and ministry 
settings, including working as a high school teacher, a college administrator, and as a pastor 
for an Asian American church.

BRITNEY N. GRABER is the director of institutional effectiveness at Trevecca Nazarene University.
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RELATED TITLE

Reimagining the 
Student Experience
Formative Practices for 

Changing Times

BRIAN JENSEN AND 

SARAH VISSER

ISBN 9781684262809
192 pages • $22.99 • PB
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ALSO BY POWELL: 

Centered in God
The Trinity and 
Christian Spirituality

MARK E. POWELL

ISBN 9780891126003
234 pages • $14.99 • PB

What Happened to the Great Commission?

Across the West, Christianity is in numerical decline. Programs 
and plans that have long been considered successful are faltering. 
Even worse, Christians are not talking about Jesus. In order 
to move forward, the church needs a renewed emphasis on 
intentional discipleship.

But discipleship is not a program—it requires healthy theology. 
Discipleship in Community will show you how reframing central 
theological ideas, like Trinity, and practices, like baptism and the 
Lord’s Supper, can lead you into a deeper relationship with God 
and others.

“Discipleship in Community seizes the pulsating heart of Scripture. 
It avoids scholarly minutiae, offering practical advice for how 
individuals and congregations can remain faithfully rooted in the 
activity of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.”

—MATTHEW W. BATES, Quincy University

“My pastor or academic friends often ask me, ‘What do the 
Churches of Christ believe?’ From now on I will say, read this book. 
But this book will do something else: it will introduce the Churches 
of Christ to the broader movement with which they have many 
deep affinities—evangelicalism. That will be good for all of us.”

—SCOT MCKNIGHT, Northern Seminary

MARK E. POWELL is a professor of theology at Harding School of 
Theology in Memphis, Tennessee, and the author of Centered in God.
JOHN MARK HICKS is a professor of theology at Lipscomb University 
in Nashville, Tennessee. He is the author of six books, including 
Searching for the Pattern.
GREG MCKINZIE is adjunct faculty at Lipscomb University in Nashville, 
Tennessee, and the executive editor of Missio Dei, an online journal 
for missions, theology, and practice.

Discipleship in Community
A Theological Vision for the Future

MARK E. POWELL, JOHN MARK HICKS, AND GREG MCKINZIE

JUNE 2020
ISBN 9781684264100
192 pages • 5.5 x 8.25
$17.99 • Trade Paper
Christian Theology
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From art to zapatos, take a tour through the 
beautiful city of San Angelo! 

Discover the story of a West Texas town that 
started with thundering herds of bison and 
grew to be a colorful city filled with history and 
fun. Follow the Concho River and learn—with 
English and Spanish words—about the many 
wonderful people, places, and things that make  
San Angelo such a special place. At the end of  
our journey, you will be able to answer . . .

•	 Where can you find the rare Concho Pearl?
•	 What is the difference between a bison and a buffalo?
•	 Who was Oscar Ruffini?
•	 How many lilies are in the world’s largest water 

lily garden?
•	 What are zapatos?
•	 Why are there 100 painted sheep in San Angelo? 

With contributions from local photographers, San Angelo A to Z  
paints the picture of a dynamic community that is more than 
meets the eye. Explore the unique features of this West Texas 
town through a rich diversity of art, talent, scenery, nature, 
and opportunity. Letter by letter, San Angelo shines as the 
pearl of Texas.

LINDA THORSEN BOND is an award-winning writer and San Angelo 
resident. She writes for magazines, newspapers, and television and 
has produced twenty plays. She is the author of Saving the Oldest 
Town in Texas, a finalist in the 2019 International Book Awards. Linda 
has a PhD from Texas A&M and taught journalism, advertising, and 
strategic media at Stephen F. Austin State University. Learn more 
about Linda at www.lindathorsenbond.com.

San Angelo A to Z
A Young Reader’s Guide

LINDA THORSEN BOND

Abilene A to Z 
A Book on Abilene 

History and Culture 
for Young Readers

GLENN DROMGOOLE 

& JAY MOORE

ISBN 9780891123965
64 pages • $12.99 • PB

RELATED TITLE

SEPTEMBER 2020
ISBN 9781684260119

64 pages • 10 x 8
$12.99 • Trade Paper
Juvenile Nonfiction / 

People and Places
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American Messiah
The Surprisingly Simple Religious Views of 
Thomas Jefferson

M. ANDREW HOLOWCHAK

Uncover the truth of Jefferson’s widely mistaken religious views.

Many have written about Thomas Jefferson’s religious views, 
especially given his views on freedom of religion. Yet with so much 
written, scholars have not come close to a historical consensus 
on his religious motivations, leaving literature on Jefferson in 
disarray. Conversely, American Messiah traces Jefferson’s views 
of God from his beliefs in early life to his later commitments to 
Unitarianism, explicating Jefferson’s observations on religion and 
the impact they had on his overall understanding of faith.

In American Messiah, Holowchak delivers a cohesive account 
of Jefferson’s perception of religion, including these aspects of 
Jefferson’s surprisingly simple religious beliefs:

•	 True religion, for Jefferson, was equivalent to the axial 
principles of morality, concerning our duties to God and 
to man.

•	 Jefferson did not believe in an afterlife late in life, and likely 
never believed in it.

•	 Freedom of religion, for Jefferson, was not driven by respect 
for the various religious sects, but by disdain for the baneful 
consequences of the sham and artificial metaphysical 
squabbles of religious sectarianism.

“Another insightful and important book by the leading Jefferson 
scholar of the world. Highly recommended for students of 
American history, the founding, and religion.”

—GARRETT WARD SHELDON, Professor Emeritus at the University of Virginia

M. ANDREW HOLOWCHAK is a professor of philosophy and history, 
and is the editor of The Journal of Thomas Jefferson’s Life and 
Time. He is author or editor of nearly 50 books and 150 essays on 
topics such as ethics, ancient philosophy, science, psychoanalysis, 
and critical thinking. As a leading authority on the thinking of 
Thomas Jefferson, he has published 15 books and nearly 100 essays 
on Jefferson.

NOVEMBER 2020
ISBN 9781684260713
204 pages • 6 x 9
$29.99 • Hardcover
Religion, Politics, & State

Set Free
Restoring Religious 
Freedom for All

ART LINDSLEY & 

ANNE R. BRADLEY

ISBN 9781684264209
272 pages • $27.99 • PB
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How does Scripture read Scripture, and can the church follow 
that lead?

Scripture or tradition? It’s easy, especially in the long shadow of 
the Reformation, to pit Scripture against tradition as enemies. 
After all, the goal of orienting one’s faith to the Bible alone can be 
so alluring. But the Bible itself suggests there is a fundamental 
unity between Scripture and the tradition it embodies. Rightly 
appreciating this unity can set the stage for more faithful and 
robust engagement with Scripture.  

Scripture First examines where tradition comes from and how 
readers can avoid trivial proof texting. Discover how the Old 
and New Testament can serve as a living and active resource for 
Christian life, and how God continues to lead his people as they 
engage his Word.

“Scripture First calls us to consider what it means to take 
Scripture seriously. The authors prompt us to avoid blindly 
accepting or quickly rejecting the Restoration Movement principle 
of finding unity through adherence to Scripture. This work is 
challenging and thought-provoking.”

—TODD BRENNEMAN, Professor of Christian History, Faulkner University

DANIEL B. ODEN is an associate professor of Hebrew Bible at Harding 
University. Daniel received his PhD in Hebrew Bible and Ancient Near 
Eastern studies from New York University. He has contributed to A 
Comparative Handbook to the Gospel of Mark and an article in 
Hebrew and Beyond.

J. DAVID STARK is the Winnie and Cecil May Jr. Biblical Research 
Fellow at the Kearley Graduate School of Theology at Faulkner 
University. David has published several articles and essays, as well 
as a monograph on how Paul read Scripture in his Second Temple 
context.

NOVEMBER 2020
ISBN 9781684260911

208 pages • 5.5 x 8.5
$17.99 • Trade Paper

Bible Criticism & Interpretation

Scripture First
Biblical Interpretation That Fosters Christian Unity

EDITED BY DANIEL B. ODEN AND J. DAVID STARK 
WITH FOREWORD BY MARK W. HAMILTON

Poured Out
The Spirit of God 
Empowering the 

Mission of God

LEONARD ALLEN 

ISBN 9781684261307
208 pages • $16.99 • PB
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Learning for Wisdom
Christian Education 
and the Good Life

JAMES E. TAYLOR

ISBN 9781684260102
208 pages • $17.99 • PB

A trusted first-year text at Christian colleges and universities

Why College Matters to God is a brief, easy-to-read introduction 
to the unique purpose of a Christian college education. It has 
been widely used by Christian colleges and universities over the 
past decade because of its unsurpassed ability to be substantive 
yet accessible. The book draws on the insights of a wide range of 
Christian philosophers, theologians, historians, and scientists, 
but communicates key concepts in straightforward language that 
connects with a general audience. Brief enough to be paired with 
other texts, Why College Matters to God is an ideal introduction 
to the why and how of Christian learning for students, faculty, 
staff, and parents.

The third edition preserves the qualities of the previous 
editions along with updated illustrations and new material on 
important topics such as:

•	 Christian learning and the challenges of technology
•	 Christian vocation, career preparation, and the liberal arts
•	 Diversity and civility on campus
•	 The habits of the highly effective college student

“Perhaps the best available introduction for students to the aims 
and purposes of a Christian college education . . . . I see this book 
as a potential replacement for Arthur F. Holmes’s venerable The 
Idea of a Christian College.”

—MICHAEL HAMILTON, Chair, Department of History,  
Seattle Pacific University

RICK OSTRANDER is an academic consultant, a former vice 
president at the Council for Christian Colleges & Universities. He 
previously served as provost of Cornerstone University and dean of 
undergraduate studies at John Brown University, where he supervised 
the First-Year Seminar and the University Core Curriculum. He speaks 
and writes widely on Christian higher education and is the author of 
several publications. Learn more at www.ostranderacademics.com.

Why College Matters  
to God, 3rd Edition
An Introduction to Christian Learning

RICK OSTRANDER

JANUARY 2021
ISBN 9781684261918
160 pages • 5.5 x 8.5
$14.99 • Trade Paper
Higher Education 
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Still Me
Life as a Work  

in Progress

JOHN ALAN TURNER

ISBN 9780891125754
176 pages • $14.99 • PB

Created to Become . . . Guided by God 

Colleges today are filled with talk about identity and identity 
politics. But Glanzer shifts the conversation in Identity in Action 
by focusing on something one rarely hears anyone mention—the 
idea of identity excellence.

In various professions, identity excellence means becoming 
an excellent accountant, biologist, social worker, or teacher. But 
professors rarely go farther to talk about the identities that 
really matter to students.

What does it mean to be 

•	 an excellent friend? 
•	 a good neighbor? 
•	 a steward of one’s body, possessions, or the environment?

And what about social identities? How does Christianity impact

•	 how I think about race? 
•	 or gender? 
•	 or citizenship? 

Identity in Action, empowers readers to be excellent—and 
think deeply about the “why” questions of life in a practical, 
theologically informed manner. With personal stories and expert 
research, Glanzer explains how students can untangle the 
confusion and integrate their core identities with excellence. 

PERRY L. GLANZER is professor of educational foundations at Baylor 
University and is a Resident Scholar with Baylor Institute for Studies 
of Religion. He is the coauthor, author, or editor of eleven books 
including: Christ-Enlivened Student Affairs and The Outrageous Idea 
of Christian Teaching. In addition, he has authored or coauthored 
over seventy-five journal articles and book chapters on topics 
related to moral education, faith-based higher education, and the 
relationship between religion and education.

Identity in Action
Christian Excellence in All of Life

PERRY L. GLANZER

FEBRUARY 2021
ISBN 9781684261413

240 pages • 6 x 9
$16.99 • Trade Paper 

Student Life & Student Affairs
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The Anatomy of 
Deconversion
Keys to a Lifelong Faith in a  
Culture Abandoning Christianity

JOHN MARRIOTT

Believers are abandoning faith. But why?

Atheism is on the rise. What, if anything, can be done to prevent 
this trend? The Anatomy of Deconversion goes to the source of 
these issues and gives readers a broad picture of the deconversion 
process. Learn why believers lose their faith, and, perhaps more 
importantly, discover why so many former Christians claim to be 
happier, freer, and more fulfilled as unbelievers than they were 
as Christians. No one fully escapes the pitfalls in life that create 
a faith crisis. However, learning to navigate these times of crisis 
is the key to developing a grounded, flourishing faith. 

Based on data gleaned from first person interviews and written 
narratives, The Anatomy of Deconversion uncovers the reasons, 
processes, and impacts of deconverting from Christianity. Unlike 
other books that address the topic of deconversion from a purely 
theological perspective, The Anatomy of Deconversion takes 
a multidisciplinary approach. In doing so, it provides the only 
comprehensive account of deconversion available today.

JOHN MARRIOTT is the director of the Biola University Centers for 
Intercultural Studies, located in Switzerland, Thailand, and Los 
Angeles. He also teaches in the Philosophy and Intercultural Studies 
departments at Biola, and in the Department of Christian Ministry and 
Leadership at Talbot School of Theology. He is the author of A Recipe 
for Disaster: Four Ways Parents and Churches Prepare Individuals 
to Lose Their Faith. A former pastor, John is originally from Canada, 
but he now calls Los Angeles home with his wife, Nancy, and their 
children, Cody and Moriah. Learn more at www.johnmarriott.org

APRIL 2021
ISBN 9781684262014
240 pages • 6 x 9
$21.99 • Trade Paper
Christian Ministry / Discipleship

Owning Faith
Reimagining the Role 
of Church & Family in 
the Faith Journey of 
Teenagers

DUDLEY CHANCEY 

AND  RON BRUNER

ISBN 9780891124764
324 pages • $15.99 • PB
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ISBN 9781684261604
224 pages • 6 x 9
$22.99 • paperback

ISBN 9780891123446
240 pages • 6 x 9
$22.99 • paperback

A Faith for the Generations
How Collegiate Experience Impacts Faith
timothy w. herrmAnn

The reshaping of our cultural and social 
landscape continues. But one question remains: 
Is a life of faith worth embracing? A Faith 
for the Generations explains how a Christian 
campus, a classroom, or even a simple mentoring 
relationship can flourish in passing on faith to 
today’s emerging adults.

Reimagining the  
Student Experience
Formative Practices for Changing Times

BRIAN JENSEN AND SARAH VISSER 
FOREWORD BY DAVID S. GUTHRIE

Higher education stands at a crossroads. However, 
there is a way forward that recognizes our current 
realities while also embracing the possibilities 
of what higher education could be. In this 
volume, Jensen and Visser have brought together 
a collaboration of diverse voices from among 
those devoted to Christian higher education. 
Offering a professional, robust vision of human 
flourishing, Reimagining the Student Experience 
invites educators, administrators, chaplains, and 
university professionals to think deeply about 
their journey with students, from their arrival on 
campus to their pursuit of faithful living.

“Reimagining the Student Experience is an 
essential read and a reminder of the kingdom work 
we engage in daily.”

—SHIRLEY V. HOOGSTRA, President, Council for Christian 
Colleges and Universities

ISBN 9781684262809
192 pages • 6 x 9
$22.99 • paperback
Higher Education

A Calling to Care
Nurturing College Students  
Toward Wholeness
timothy w. herrmAnn And kirsten d. riedel 

Despite the widely differing perspectives held by 
those who work in higher education, there is one 
goal upon which all educators and educational 
leaders agree: students should leave college 
stronger than they came. Join this unique blend 
of experienced practitioners and researchers in 
considering how we can best nurture our students 
toward health, wholeness, and purpose.
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ISBN 9780891124542
336 pages • 6 x 9
$29.99 • paperback
Higher Education / 
Social

Diversity Matters
Race, Ethnicity, and the Future of  
Christian Higher Education

KAREN A. LONGMAN

Today, no institution can ignore the need for 
deep conversations about race and ethnicity. 
Diversity Matters offers leaders a roadmap as 
they think through how their campuses can 
be hospitable environments for diversity. It 
includes five key sections:

•	 Campus Case Studies: Transforming 
Institutions with a Commitment to Diversity

•	 Why We Stayed: Lessons in Resiliency 
and Leadership from Long-Term CCCU 
Diversity Professionals

•	 Voices of Our Friends: Speaking for 
Themselves

•	 Curricular/Cocurricular Initiatives to 
Enhance Diversity Awareness and Action

•	 Autoethnographies: Emerging Leaders and 
Career Stages

Each chapter in Diversity Matters includes 
important discussion questions for 
administration, faculty, and staff.

Thriving in Leadership
Strategies for Making a Difference in 
Christian Higher Education

KAREN A. LONGMAN

Effective leadership is essential for the 
flourishing of any academic institution. With 
the challenges of senior-level leadership being 
more complex today than ever before, it is 
essential to learn from the wisdom of successful 
leaders who have gone before. Thriving in 
Leadership includes contributions by seventeen 
other senior leaders in Christ-centered colleges 
and universities. This compilation represents 
engaging introduction to leadership approaches 
and strategies in Christian higher education 
designed to strengthen the leaders of today and 
inspire the leaders of tomorrow.

“This encouraging yet provocative book draws from 
the leadership well of such gifted leaders, offering 
fresh insights that can benefit readers across the 
non-profit and for-profit spectrum.”

—RICK WARREN, founding pastor of Saddleback Church

ISBN 9780891122296
336 pages • 6 x 9
$24.99 • paperback
Higher Education
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Set Free
Restoring Religious Freedom for All

ART LINDSLEY AND ANNE R. BRADLEY

Religious freedom is one of the most important 
freedoms that the American experiment has 
given the world. Sadly, many have forgotten 
its importance, and as a result, the religious 
liberties we take for granted are now being 
challenged. With contributions from Christian 
theologians, historians, and public policy 
analysts, Set Free explores why this precious 
freedom must be restored for people of all faiths, 
not just our own. 

“Worthy of deep reflection and conscientious 
consideration”

—RUSSELL MOORE, President, The Ethics & Religious 
Liberty of the Southern Baptist Convention

“Every Christian who cares about religious freedom 
will learn from this valuable book.”

—LUKE GOODRICH, Vice President and Senior Counsel 
at the Becket Fund for Religious Liberty

ISBN 9781684264209
272 pages • 6 x 9
$27.99 • paperback
Religion, Politics & State

Resisting Babel
Allegiance to God and the Problem 
of Government

JOHN MARK HICKS

After the trauma of the Civil War, David 
Lipscomb, a Nashville farmer and church leader, 
advocated for allegiance solely to the kingdom of 
God rather than to human governments. With 
contributions from leading scholars, Resisting 
Babel tells the story of Lipscomb’s compelling, 
coherent, and eschatologically grounded vision, 
which fostered significant religious reform in the 
United States and led to missionary zeal across 
the globe. What happened among Churches of 
Christ during that time serves as a case study 
and parable for the modern church.

“This set of essays by a first-rate assemblage 
of scholars seeks to help us understand an 
underappreciated aspect of Lipscomb’s life, 
thought, and writings–his political theology, 
which was prophetic and profound–and apply it 
critically to our own day and age.”

—DOUGLAS A. SWEENEY, Dean and Professor of Divinity, 
Beeson Divinity School, Samford University

ISBN 9781684264506
160 pages • 5.5 x 8.26
$16.99 • paperback
Religion, Politics & State
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Listen and Make Room
Joining God in Welcoming Children

HAROLD SHANK

When Jesus made room, the vulnerable came 
for prayer. He treated their ills. He fixed what 
was broken. Jesus gave sight to the blind, made 
the lame walk, and welcomed the little children, 
creating space for those who had been excluded. 
Then, he listened to those who often had no 
voice. Today, those people are often children. 

We rarely listen to those who have small 
voices in our world. Instead, we fill up all the 
space ourselves, leaving no room for those who 
have little ability to acquire a spot. Listen and 
Make Room uses the example of Jesus to show 
us that children are at the core of God’s mission.

“This is a must read to reawaken our hearts 
for the little ones in society who are ignored or 
unheard. There is no room for them. Convicting 
and compelling, Shank reminds us of Jesus’s 
deep compassion for society’s marginalized.”

—LYNN MCMILLON, Distinguished Professor of Bible, 
Oklahoma Christian University

ISBN 9781684263608
256 pages • 6 x 9
$21.99 • paperback
Christian Living /  
Social Issues

Virtue and Voice
Habits of Mind for a Return to Civil Discourse

GREGG TEN ELSHOF AND EVAN ROSA

Bringing together a comprehensive collection of 
ethicists, philosophers, historians, theologians, 
and thought leaders, Virtue and Voice addresses 
the nature of civic discourse and personal 
conversations. In particular, these writers probe 
the concept of humility—an essential yet often 
misunderstood virtue. While acknowledging the 
current climate of contentious and ineffective 
civil discourse, Virtue and Voice highlights how 
the cultivation of intellectual virtues can renew 
our voices and heal the broken state of our 
public discourse.

“Every day, hour, and minute, our personal 
experiences and the media demonstrate the 
incivility of public discourse in moral, political, 
and religious life. These essays demonstrate the 
value of curiosity, attentiveness, openmindedness, 
intellectual carefulness, and intellectual 
thoroughness.”

—MARTIN E. MARTY, Fairfax M. Cone Distinguished 
Service Professor Emeritus, University of Chicago

ISBN 9781684261703
232 pages • 6 x 9
$24.99 • paperback
RELIGION / Ethics
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ISBN 9781684262304
144 pages • 5.5 x 8.25
$19.99 • paperback
Christian Living / Death, 
Grief, Bereavement 

Comfort When the 
Shadow Falls
Encouraging the Dying and  
Those Affected By Grief

EDDIE SHARP IN COLLABORATION  
WITH CHERYL MANN BACON

The call to ministry in the name of Jesus holds 
many delights, joys, and encouragements. Yet 
the ministry of comfort—serving those who are 
dying or affected by death and grief—can be 
hard, forcing us to come face-to-face with human 
mortality. These moments in ministry take us 
into the colder shadows of life, but the world 
needs faithful men and women to serve the dying 
and the grieving—no hiding places, no excuses.

Comfort When the Shadow Falls is a reflective, 
compassionate, and holistic examination of how 
Christ calls us to minister in the shadow of death.

“In the thirty years I have known Eddie Sharp, he 
has served the church with skill, integrity, and 
steadiness. This book is a treasure for all who 
seek to do the same.”

—MAX LUCADO, pastor and best-selling author

InterGenerate
Transforming Churches through 
Intergenerational Ministry

HOLLY CATTERTON ALLEN 
FOREWORD BY JASON BRIAN SANTOS

Christian leaders everywhere are asking how 
we can bring the generations back together. 
InterGenerate responds with new perspectives 
on generational theory, fresh biblical and 
theological insights, and practical steps 
for developing innovative practices in your 
ministries. With a broad spectrum of voices, this 
collection offers guidance on how to 

•	 transition from multigenerational to 
intergenerational,

•	 implement cross-age leadership,
•	 practice spiritual disciplines 

ingenerationally,
•	 lead all-age worship and service projects, and
•	 welcome marginalized generations.

InterGenerate will equip and inspire you to 
create intergenerational experiences that will 
foster spiritual transformation for everyone in 
the body of Christ.

ISBN 9781684261505
272 pages • 6 x 9
$21.99 • paperback
Christian Ministry



14 ▪ Abilene ChristiAn University Press

ABILENE CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY PRESS

ISBN 9781684261307
208 pages • 6 x 9
$16.99 • paperback

ISBN 9781684260904
256 pages • 6 x 9
$21.99 • paperback

ISBN 9781684263905
200 pages • 5.5 x 8.25
$16.99 • paperback

At the turn of the millennium, Reclaiming a Heritage, examined the future and 
changing identity of Churches of Christ, exploring the rich biblical resources that 
once anchored this tradition, and could anchor it still. However, many in Churches of 
Christ have become increasingly comfortable wearing cultural blinders, resulting in a 
distortion of the movement’s original vision. This new edition of Reclaiming a Heritage 
invites Christians to reconsider a radical answer from the past—that true disciples of 
Jesus must vigorously stand against cultural compromises in favor of God’s Word.

Reclaiming a Heritage
Reflections on the Heart, Soul & Future of Churches of Christ
riChArd hUghes

At a popular level, Dallas Willard wrote with remarkable clarity about spiritual 
formation. But his writings also addressed academic concerns such as shifts in modern 
moral philosophy, the nature of education, and the psychology of the human self. 
Until Christ Is Formed in You brings together ten authors who knew Willard well to 
introduce and consider again the overall significance of this one-of-a-kind teacher. 

Until Christ Is Formed in You
Dallas Willard and Spiritual Formation
steven l. Porter, gAry w. moon, And J.P. morelAnd

After centuries of neglect, there is a renewed interest in the Holy Spirit. Many are 
beginning to realize that the Spirit is not a junior member of the Trinity, tame and 
shy. Poured Out explains why the church limited the Spirit for so long and how you 
can come to know the Spirit better and more fully. To become fruitful again—to move 
beyond apathy, defeat, and despair—you need to discover a deeper experience of life 
with God.

Poured Out
The Spirit of God Empowering the Mission of God
leonArd Allen 
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The God Who Saves presents the powerful story, woven throughout the diverse 
texts of the Old Testament, of a God who is urgently and passionately in love, not 
just with Israel, but with all of God’s creatures, especially the poor and powerless. 
With captivating and rich content, enhanced by maps, tables, biblical reading 
assignments, discussion topics, and further research prompts, Pemberton’s book 
creates deep conversations, both academic and spiritual.

ISBN 9780891124825
368 pages ▪ 8 x 10
$44.99 ▪ paperback

The God Who Saves
The Message of the Old Testament
glenn Pemberton

This textbook applies cultural psychology and cultural competency to the challenges 
present in diverse Christian colleges and churches. Students are challenged to 
implement strategies to advance their cultural competence at the individual, 
interpersonal, and organizational levels. Cultural Psychology and Christian 
Diversity is the only faith-integrated multicultural psychology book on the market, 
focusing on applying multicultural psychology and cultural competency to Christian 
communities, both on university campuses and churches.

ISBN 9780891124573
560 pages ▪ 8 x 10
$89.99 ▪ paperback

Cultural Psychology and Christian Diversity
Developing Cultural Competence for a Diverse  
Christian Community kAthryn eCklUnd

Through a fresh investigation of the relationship between faith and identity, these 
writers explore how the Bible frames personal identity in both the Hebrew Scriptures 
and the New Testament in terms of shame, love, forgiveness, solidarity, and suffering. 
From that biblical foundation, they address theological discussions of identity and 
contemporary cultural themes, such as migration, ethnicity, embodiment, attachment, 
and gender. Straightforward and thought-provoking, The Self Examined is an 
accessible guide to this wide-ranging and important issue.

ISBN 9781684260805
208 pages ▪ 6 x 9
$19.99 ▪ paperback

The Self Examined
Christian Perspectives on Human Identity
Jenny mCgill
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Now in its third edition, this classic anthology features updated poetry and essays, 
making the new volume both more relevant and a perfect book for readers seeking 
spiritual enrichment. Shadow & Light continues to stand apart because of what it 
offers readers: rich, inspiring, and challenging excerpts from great literature, spanning 
centuries and cultures, all exploring the texture of faith and spirituality.

ISBN 9780891120704
560 pages ▪ 6 x 9
$49.99 ▪ paperback

Shadow & Light, 3rd Edition
Literature and the Life of Faith
dArryl tiPPens, JeAnne mUrrAy wAlker, And stePhen r. weAthers

From the late nineteenth century to the dawn of the Civil Rights Movement, African 
American and white members of Churches of Christ perpetuated an illusion of racial 
unity. Just as the Civil Rights Movement was forcing whites and African Americans 
to deal with generations of racism, however, a pivotal event in Nashville, Tennessee, 
shattered the illusion of racial unity in Churches of Christ. With compelling grace 
and insight, Crawford concludes that if these two racial factions are ever to realize 
meaningful unity, they must find common ground, not only in questions of race but also 
in issues of theology.

ISBN 9780891122289
288 pages ▪ 6 x 9
$22.99 ▪ paperback

Shattering the Illusion
How African American Churches of Christ Moved from 
Segregation to Independence wes CrAwford

The number of people living in abject poverty is decreasing at an unprecedented rate. 
Capitalism has played a major role in lifting people out of such poverty, yet many raise 
legitimate concerns about capitalism. Counting the Cost is a collection of articles by 
noted economists and theologians that offers a deep and empathetic look at capitalism 
and its critiques from a biblical perspective.

ISBN 9781684260805
208 pages ▪ 6 x 9
$19.99 ▪ paperback

Counting the Cost
Christian Perspectives on Capitalism
Art lindsley And Anne r. brAdley
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SportsDay Bound
The Best in Sports from  
The Dallas Morning News

KEVIN SHERRINGTON AND  
MARJORIE HERRERA LEWIS

SportsDay Bound takes readers behind the 
scenes of major events and into the relationships 
at the heart of sports and reporting. The stories 
in SportsDay Bound are the sports stories that 
have shaped not only Dallas, Texas, but also the 
entire American sports landscape. Travel with 
great sportswriters and catch insider glimpses of 
the Cowboys, Spurs, Mavericks, Rangers, Stars, 
and more. Filled with interviews, columns, 
and investigative reports, SportsDay Bound is 
a winner for those who love sports and great 
sports writing. This engaging compilation, which 
includes Q&A sessions with seasoned writers, 
exhibits world-class journalism at its best.

“As sports boomed into a multibillion-dollar 
industry, newspapers had to step up and expand 
their coverage to meet the insatiable appetite of 
their readers. No one did that better than The 
Dallas Morning News.”

—PETE ALFANO, former sportswriter for The New York 
Times and Fort Worth Star-Telegram

ISBN 9781684261000
160 pages • 6 x 9
$16.99 • paperback
SPORTS & RECREATION / 
Essays

Wildcat Football
Three Cheers for the Purple and White

LANCE FLEMING

Wildcat Football is about more than wins and 
losses. It’s about games played, championships 
won, coaches who taught more than football, and 
men and women who provided the program with 
the resources to attain greatness. 

With contributions from coaches and long-
time supporters of ACU Athletics, this book 
is one all fans of the Purple and White will 
enjoy—as a way to relive the proud history 
and the greatest moments of Abilene Christian 
University football.

“This is Wildcat Football.” 
—WALLY BULLINGTON

An Abilene native, Lance Fleming served ACU for 
twenty-one years as sports information director, 
assistant director of athletics and, finally, associate 
director of athletics for media relations. He is now 
the chief communications officer for the Abilene 
Independent School District.

ISBN 9780891124313
256 pages • 7.5 x 9.5
$25.00 • paperback
SPORTS &  
RECREATION /  
Football
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Abilene Christian University received a generous grant from the 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation to digitize and distribute outstanding 
works of scholarship, republishing them in a format that readers can 
use on computers, tablets, and mobile phones at no charge. This 
project is part of the Humanities Open Book program led by the 
National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) that identifies great 
books, secures their rights, and makes them available for free, forever, 
under a Creative Commons license.

With this grant, ACU Press and the ACU Brown Library partnered with 
the Disciples of Christ Historical Society (DCHS) to produce freely 
accessible eBooks. The grant will also enable the Press to create the 
Open Book Religion website to promote this new collection.

INTRODUCING  
OPEN BOOK RELIGION

“In our increasingly complex and fragmented digital era, scholars, students, and 
members of the public need access to reliable and authoritative information. The 
Humanities Open Book initiative helps provide much-needed access to scholarly 
works that are now out-of-print but remain crucial, invaluable resources.” 

—DONALD J. WATERS, former Senior Program Officer at The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation

“The digitizing of these significant books will be of great value to 
numerous researchers, especially those in distant regions of the world.”

—THOMAS H. OLBRICHT, Distinguished Professor Emeritus of Religion  
from Pepperdine University
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SELECTED BACKLIST

The Cruciform Church, 
anniversary edition
Becoming a Cross-
Shaped People in a 
Secular World
C. Leonard Allen

ISBN 9780891125907
240 pages ▪ 19.99 ▪ PB

Debating for God
Alexander Campbell’s 
Challenge to Skepticism 
in Antebellum America
Richard J. Cherok

ISBN 9780891125303
224 pages ▪ $24.99 ▪ PB

Distant Voices
Discovering a Forgotten 
Past for a Changing 
Church
C. Leonard Allen

ISBN 9780891121541
200 pages ▪ $15.99 ▪ PB

Courageous 
Compassion
A Prophetic Homiletic in 
Service to the Church
Jerry Taylor

ISBN 9780891125457
160 pages ▪ $19.99 ▪ PB

Conquering with Christ
A Commentary on the 
Book of Revelation
Ian A. Fair

ISBN 9780891122944
448 pages ▪ $29.99 ▪ PB

Centered in God
The Trinity and 
Christian Spirituality
Mark E. Powell

ISBN 9780891126003
234 pages ▪ $14.99 ▪ PB

Building a Culture 
of Faith
University-wide 
Partnership for 
Spiritual Formation
Carl Balzer and Rod Reed
ISBN 9780891123002
152 pages ▪ $23.99 ▪ PB

Brian McLaren in Focus
A New Kind of 
Apologetics
Scott R. Burson

ISBN 9780891124696
304 pages ▪ $22.99 ▪ PB

Beyond Integration?
Inter/Disciplinary 
Possibilities for the 
Future of Christian 
Higher Education
Ream, Pattengale & Riggs

ISBN 9780891123170
208 pages ▪ $19.99 ▪ PB

Among the Early 
Evangelicals
The Transatlantic 
Origins of the Stone-
Campbell Movement
James Gormon
ISBN 9780891125822
240 pages ▪ $22.99 ▪ PB

Along the Way
Conversations about 
Children and Faith
Ron Bruner; Dana 

Pemberton

ISBN 9780891124603
256 pages ▪ $19.99 ▪ PB

Alexander Campbell 
and Joseph Smith
19th Century 
Restorationists
RoseAnn Benson

ISBN 9781944394288
396 pages ▪ $24.99 ▪ PB

After Lament
Psalms for Learning to 
Trust Again
Glenn Pemberton

ISBN 9780891124870
224 pages ▪ $17.99 ▪ PB

Abandon the Ordinary
Building a Distinctive 
Leadership Brand in 
Business, Family,  
and Church
Richard S. Lytle

ISBN 9780891123385
212 pages ▪ $17.99 ▪ PB

100 Years of  
African Missions 
Essays in Honor of 
Wendell Broom
Stanley E. Granberg

ISBN 9780915547685
392 pages ▪ $ 26.99 ▪ PB
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Illusions of Innocence
Protestant Primitivism 
in America, 1630–1885
Richard T. Hughes & C. 

Leonard Allen

ISBN 9780891125242
304 pages ▪ $21.99 ▪ PB

If Your Enemy Hungers, 
Feed Him 
Church of Christ 
Missionaries in Japan, 
1892–1970 
Robert E. Hooper 

ISBN 9780891124955 
304 pages ▪ $25.99 ▪ PB

I Was under a 
Heavy Burden
The Life of  
Annie C. Tuggle
Edward J. Robinson

ISBN 9780891125488
160 pages ▪ $15.99 ▪ PB

Hurting with God
Learning to Lament  
with the Psalms
Glenn Pemberton

ISBN 9780891124009
258 pages ▪ $19.99 ▪ PB

How We Got the Bible, 
2nd Ed.
Neil R. Lightfoot

ISBN 9780891121800
98 pages ▪ $9.99 ▪ PB

Hearing God’s Voice
My Life with Scripture 
in the Churches of Christ
Thomas H. Olbricht

ISBN 9780891120186
160 pages ▪ $19.95 ▪ PB

Funding the Future
Preparing University 
Leaders to Navigate the 
Coming Change
Stepehn Beers, Timothy W. 

Herrmann & Paul Blezien

ISBN 9780915547852
176 pages ▪ $15.99 ▪ PB

Finding Their Voices
Sermons by Women in 
the Churches of Christ
D’Esta Love

ISBN 9780891125884
258 pages ▪ $19.99 ▪ PB

Faith and Learning
A Guide for Faculty
Ken Bradley &  

Patrick Allen

ISBN 9780891124115
260 pages ▪ $22.99 ▪ PB

Evangelicals on Public 
Policy Issues
Sustaining a Respectful 
Political Conversation
Harold Heie

ISBN 9780891124672
210 pages ▪ $17.99 ▪ PB

Enter the Water,  
Come to the Table
Baptism and the Lord’s 
Supper in Scripture’s 
Story of New Creation
John Mark Hicks

ISBN 9780891124832
176 pages ▪ $14.99 ▪ PB

Echoes of Insight
Past Perspectives and 
the Future of Christian 
Higher Education
Patrick Allen & Ken Badley

ISBN 9780891123323 304
pages ▪ $22.99 ▪ PB

The Early Church and 
Today, Volume 1
Ministry, Initiation,  
and Worship
Everett Ferguson

ISBN 9780891125860
336 pages ▪ $25.99 (S) ▪ PB

Early Christians Speak 
Vol. 2
Everett Ferguson

ISBN 9780891120469
434 pages ▪ $23.99 ▪ PB

Early Christians Speak 
Vol. 1 3rd Edition
Everett Ferguson

ISBN 9780891120452
268 pages ▪ $20.99 ▪ PB ▪ S
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Reconsidering College
Christian Higher 
Education for  
Working Adults
Rick Ostrander

ISBN 9780891123989
96 pages ▪ $9.99 ▪ PB

Reconciliation 
Reconsidered
Advancing the National 
Conversation on Race in 
Churches of Christ
Tanya Smith Brice

ISBN 9780891123880
224 pages ▪ $19.99 ▪ PB

Reading for Faith 
and Learning
John Weaver and  

Douglas Gragg

ISBN 9780891124290
330 pages ▪ $50 ▪ PB
Higher Education

Preaching Character
Reclaiming Wisdom’s 
Paradigmatic 
Imagination for 
Transformation
Dave Bland & David Fleer

ISBN 9780891125440
258 pages ▪ $22.99 (S) ▪ PB

Renewal for Mission
A Concise History of 
Christian Churches and 
Churches of Christ
Gary Holloway,  

Douglas A. Foster, &  

W. Dennis Helsabeck Jr.

ISBN 9780891125341
176 pages ▪ $15.99 ▪ PB

Praying with  
Ancient Israel
Exploring the Theology 
of Prayer in the  
Old Testament
Phillip G. Camp &  
Tremper Longman III
ISBN 9780891123798
192 pages ▪ $19.99 ▪ PB

Plain to the Inward Eye
Selected Essays on  
C. S. Lewis
Don W. King

ISBN 9780891123903
342 pages ▪ $25.99 ▪ PB

A Parent’s Guide to the 
Christian College
Supporting Your Child’s 
Mind and Spirit during 
the College Years
Todd C. Ream,  
Timothy W. Herrmann, &  
C. Skip Trudeau
ISBN 9780891120490
208 pages ▪ $14.99 ▪ PB

Mothers Are Leaders
Kimberly Battle-Walters 

Denu & Janet S. Walters

ISBN 9780891125808
234 pages ▪ $15.99 ▪ PB

Martin Luther
A Biography for 
the People
Dyron Daughrity 

ISBN 9780891124238
304 pages ▪ 6 x 9
$19.99 ▪ PB

Many Mansions
Lessons of Faith, Family, 
and Public Service
Kathryn Boyer

ISBN 9780891124078
288 pages ▪ $27.99 (S) ▪ HC

Making a Difference
Empowering the 
Resident Assistant
Stephen Beers &  

C. Skip Trudeau

ISBN 9780891124795
186 pages ▪ $16.99 ▪ PB

Longevity in Leadership
Essential Qualities of 
Longtime Leaders
Phillip V. Lewis &  

John P. Harrison

ISBN 9780891126652
208 pages ▪ 15.99 ▪ PB

Leaving a Legacy
Sustaining Family 
Unity, Faith, and Wealth
Dan T. Garrett &  

Tim Woodroof

ISBN 9780891124924
240 pages ▪ $14.99 ▪ PB

Learning for Wisdom
Christian Education 
and the Good Life
James E. Taylor

ISBN 9781684260102
208 pages ▪ $17.99 ▪ PB
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Why College Matters to 
God, Revised Edition
An Introduction to the 
Christian College
Rick Ostrander

ISBN 9780891123231
144 pages ▪ $13.99 ▪ PB

The Wealth of the Poor
How Valuing Every 
Neighbor Restores Hope 
in Our Cities
Larry James

ISBN 9780891123804
288 pages ▪ $24.99 ▪ PB

Unfinished 
Reconciliation, Revised
Justice, Racism, and 
Churches of Christ
Gary Holloway & John York

ISBN 9780891123958
228 pages ▪ $18.99 ▪ PB

The Trinity in the Stone-
Campbell Movement
Recovering the Heart of 
Christian Faith
Kelly Carter

ISBN 9780891125969
288 pages ▪ 6 x 9
$29.99 ▪ PB

Timeless, Vol. 2
Ancient Psalms for the 
Church Today
R. Mark Shipp

ISBN 9780891125495 
368 pages ▪ $29.99 ▪ HC
ISBN 9780891125990
368 pages ▪ $19.99 ▪ SB

Thriving in Leadership
Strategies for Making a 
Difference in Christian 
Higher Education
Karen A. Longman

ISBN 9780891122296
342 pages ▪ $24.99 ▪ PB

Teaching Eutychus
Engaging Today’s 
Learners with Passion 
and Creativity
Houston Heflin

ISBN 9780891122302
174 pages ▪ $13.99 ▪ PB

The Story of  
Churches of Christ
Douglas A. Foster

ISBN 9780891124634
40 pages ▪ $5.99 ▪ PB

Soul Care
Christian Faith and 
Academic  
Administration
Harold Heie &  

Mark Sargent, editors

ISBN 9780891121404
256 pages ▪ $24.99 (S) ▪ PB

A Slaughtered Lamb
Revelation and the 
Apocalyptic Response to 
Evil and Suffering
Gregory Stevenson

ISBN 9780891124245
240 pages ▪ $19.99 ▪ PB

Shadow & Light, 3rd Ed.
Literature and the  
Life of Faith
Darryl Tippens,  

Jeanne Murray Walker & 

Stephen R. Weathers

ISBN 9780891120704
560 pages ▪ $49.99 ▪ PB

Reviving the  
Ancient Faith 
Richard T. Hughes

ISBN 9780891125259
454 pages ▪ $32.99 ▪ PB

Renewing the World
A Concise Global History 
of the Stone-Campbell 
Movement
Gary Holloway &  

Douglas A. Foster

ISBN 9780891123736
192 pages ▪ $15.99 ▪ PB

Renewing God’s 
People, 2nd edition
A Concise History of 
Churches of Christ
ISBN 9780891120100

180 pages ▪ $15.99 ▪ PB

Renewing Christian Unity
A Concise History of 
the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ)
Mark G. Toulouse,  

Gary Holloway, &  

Douglas A. Foster

ISBN 9780891120186
208 pages ▪ $15.99 ▪ PB
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Abilene A to Z 
A Book on Abilene History and 
Culture for Young Readers
Glenn Dromgoole  

& Jay Moore

ISBN 9780891123965
64 pages ▪ $12.99 ▪ PB

West Texas  
Christmas Stories
Glenn Dromgoole

ISBN 9780891123330
162 pages ▪ $13.99 ▪ PB

Painted Memories
People, places, and moments 
from the easel of HC Zachry
H. C. Zachry

ISBN 9780891123675
194 pages ▪ $39.99 ▪ HC

Abilene History  
in Plain Sight
Jay Moore

ISBN 9780891125891
306 pages ▪ $29.99 ▪ HC

West Texas Stories
Glenn Dromgoole
ISBN 9780891124900

208 pages ▪ $15.99 ▪ PB

Midland A to Z
The History and Culture of 
Midland for Young Readers
Jimmy Patterson

ISBN 9780891124139
64 pages ▪ $12.99 ▪ PB

Abilene Stories
From Then to Now
Glenn Dromgoole, 

Jay Moore, &  

Joe W. Specht

ISBN 9780891123682
352 pages ▪ $27.99 ▪ HC

Texas Stories I Like  
to Tell My Friends
T. Lindsay Baker

ISBN 9780891122685
224 pages ▪ $16.99 ▪ PB

Frontier Texas!
A Journey through the Wild West
H. C. Zachry & Jeff Salmon

ISBN 9780891125921
178 pages ▪ $39.99 ▪ HC

The Texas Forts Trail
Kristine Davis &  

Derrick Birdsall

ISBN 9780891123644
144 pages ▪ $34.99 ▪ HC

The Big Country 
Cookbook
Recipes and Histories 
from Sixteen Counties 
in West Texas
Tiffany Harelik

ISBN 9780891124207
272 pages ▪$24.99 ▪ PB

101 Essential Texas Books
A representative selection of 
classic and contemporary 
Texas books, all still in print
Glenn Dromgoole

ISBN 9780891123248
160 pages ▪ $19.99 ▪ HC

REGIONAL SELECTED BACKLIST
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LEAFWOOD PUBLISHERS

An Invitation 
to the Table

Embracing the Gift of 
Hospitality

MICHELLE LAZUREK

ISBN 9780891123439
224 pages • $14.99 • PB

JUNE 2020
ISBN 9781684264902

192 pages • 5.5 x 8.25
$14.99 • Trade Paper

Christian Living / Family & Relationships

Discover how the Last Supper can help you uncover the 
secrets of true friendship.

Surrounded by people, yet feeling alone. This is how many of 
us live—yearning for deeper relationships. Our desire to know 
others, and to be known ourselves, goes unfulfilled while the 
number of shallow social interactions that we pour ourselves into 
every day consumes our time and draws us farther away from 
the very community and friendships we need.

Break Bread Together illustrates how to change these 
destructive patterns and nurture true community through the 
example of Jesus’s last meal with his disciples. With Scripture 
and personal stories, Jessica will show you ways you can gather 
as friends, break bread together, and open your heart to the life-
giving friendships around you.

“By inviting us to join Jesus and his disciples at the Passover 
supper, Jessica Herberger offers us a biblical roadmap to 
discovering true friendship and building our own life-giving 
Breaking Bread Community.”

—NIKI HARDY, church planter and author of Breathe Again

“This incredible book helped shine more light on how this meal 
can still shift everything for us today. Grab this book, grab your 
friends, get around a table, and let it change your life.”

—JESS CONNOLLY, author of You Are the Girl for the Job and  
Take It Too Far

JESSICA HERBERGER is on a joy mission. Through her writing and 
speaking, she inspires women to seek community, to walk in 
obedience, and to love others well. Jessica lives in upstate New York 
with her husband, Josh, their three kids, and an oversized Rhodesian 
Ridgeback. Connect with her at www.jessicaherberger.com

Break Bread Together
Finding True Friendship at the Last Supper

JESSICA HERBERGER
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Identity Matters
Discovering Who You 
Are in Christ

TERRY WARDLE

ISBN 9780891124931
192 pages • $14.99 • PB

JULY 2020
ISBN 9781684264803
208 pages • 5.5 x 8.25
$14.99 • Trade Paper
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Longing to Belong
Discovering the Joy of Acceptance

SHAWNA MARIE BRYANT

Become fully aware that you are unconditionally loved 
and accepted.

From a young age, we all learn that cruel words can wound, but 
Longing to Belong will show you how Scripture can heal your 
heart. Join Shawna as she turns to Psalm 139 and reveals seven 
life-giving affirmations that everyone needs: 

God knows me.
He is always with me.

I am not invisible.
I am wonderfully made.

God’s countless thoughts are for me.
I have enemies, but . . .
I can walk in victory!

Walk with Shawna through the Bible and see anew that your 
Creator is not a harsh critic or a taskmaster to be feared. 

“Shawna Marie Bryant’s biblical scholarship, encouragement, 
and empathy offers a Jesus-honoring path toward wholeness. . . . 
Whether you study this alone or with a group of friends, I’m 
convinced you’ll close the book loved, changed, and inspired.”

—MARY DEMUTH, author of Healing Every Day

“Longing to Belong comes from such a personal place in Shawna. 
She is a shining example of someone who decided the pain of 
rejection was not going to keep her down and defeated.”

—JONI OQUIST, Women’s Pastor at Peoples Church, Fresno, California

SHAWNA MARIE BRYANT is a professional communicator and creative. 
Shawna and her husband, Steve, own Bryant Digital Media, an 
award-winning digital media production company. They have 
raised two children to embrace their true identities, and now enjoy 
the pleasure of grandparenting. Shawna is the host of the Believe & 
Speak podcast and blogs regularly at www.shawnamariebryant.com.
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Disrupting for Good
Using Passion and 

Persistence to Create 
Lasting Change 

CHRIS FIELD

ISBN 9781684260010
176 pages • $13.99 • PB

JULY 2020
ISBN 9781684261406

160 pages • 5.25 x 7.75
$18.99 • Hardcover

Christian Living / Leadership

Joy—the unexpected reward for outrageous courage and faith

The Courage Factor challenges readers to think of their lives as a 
priceless commodity that can be leveraged for positive impact. In 
reflecting on the ups and downs of his own journey, Bob exposes 
the fear that keeps us isolated, causing us to lock up our gifts 
and dreams. But if we have the courage to pursue our dreams—
investing our lives and talents into something meaningful—what 
results is true joy and fulfillment.

Throughout The Courage Factor, readers will meet inspiring 
individuals with stories that illustrate how even our dark 
moments and detours can prepare us for significance if we 
embrace courage and step forward in faith. Discover the 
potential we each have to unlock and accelerate the dreams and 
talents of those around us. In key moments of decision, pivotal 
moments where fear and courage do battle, learn to recognize 
these moments for what they are, defeat fear, and turn risk into 
reward. Courageous and fully invested people can change the 
world, and you can be one of them.

“Inside The Courage Factor is the key to joy. Do you have the 
courage to boldly pursue it? Let my friend Bob Westfall take you 
on a journey of discovery–an exciting and fulfilling trek that he 
traces back two thousand years. . . . Read on with an open heart 
and mind!”

—LEE STROBEL, New York Times best-selling author

BOB WESTFALL is the founder of Westfall Gold. He has drawn on 
his experience in major donor development to build one of the 
country’s preeminent fundraising consultancies. Bob is accredited 
as a master trainer by the Association of Fundraising Professionals 
and serves as a director of The Giving Institute. He is also a dynamic 
speaker for leadership and development conferences around the 
world. Learn more about Bob at www.westfallgold.com.

The Courage Factor
Taking Bold Steps That Lead to Joy

BOB WESTFALL—WITH FOREWORD BY DR. HENRY CLOUD
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Re\entry
How Pain, Roots, and 
Rhythm Guide Us from 
Darkness to Light

JOSH ROSS

ISBN 9780891124856
192 pages • $14.99 • PB

What if your weaknesses are actually your greatest strengths? 

With cerebral palsy binding him to a wheelchair and slowing 
his speech, Todd’s physical weaknesses have always been 
apparent. He’s never had the option of hiding his weaknesses. 
Escape—Impossible.

But through God’s movement in the trials, Todd became deeply 
thankful for what many would consider devastating. Weak Is the 
New Strong is an invitation to journey with Todd and discover 
how your greatest weakness—whatever it is—can be transformed 
by God’s strength. God longs for his power to spring to life in you 
so that you can serve others, and Todd can show you how. The 
key to abundant life is learning to live confidently in God’s power 
through your weaknesses—not despite them.

“In his new book, Weak Is the New Strong, Todd shows us how, 
through Christ, anything is possible. Our weaknesses are not 
useless to God; they are where his power can work the most!”

—ROBERT MORRIS, Founding Lead Senior Pastor of Gateway Church,  
and best-selling author of The Blessed Life, Beyond Blessed, and  
Take the Day Off

“My friend Todd Lollar knows that God’s power is revealed in the 
most peculiar ways. The things we tend to be ashamed of often 
become the very things God uses to redeem the world, and the scars 
that show what we have survived can become our credentials. You 
are going to love this book.”

—SHANE CLAIBORNE, author, activist, and cofounder of  
Red Letter Christians

TODD LOLLAR is the founder and executive director of Mobilize 
Ministries. He received a master’s in biblical studies from Abilene 
Christian University, and he has traveled across the nation for a 
decade speaking and inspiring people around the world to follow 
Jesus passionately. Connect with him at www.toddlollar.com, on Twitter  
and Instagram @toddlollar, and on Facebook @mobilizeministries. 

Weak Is the New Strong
God’s Perfect Power in You

TODD LOLLAR—WITH FOREWORD BY JASE ROBERTSON

AUGUST 2020
ISBN 9781684260515
192 pages • 5.5 x 8.25
$17.99 • Trade Paper
Christian Living / Personal Growth
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Compared to Who?
A Proven Path to Improve 

Your Body Image

HEATHER CREEKMORE

ISBN 9780891124979
224 pages • $14.99 • PB

Tired of chasing better?

In an era of carefully curated social media images, nonstop 
selfies, and TV shows devoted to perfection, comparison can 
consume you. Chasing something better quickly becomes a 
burden, weighing down your soul and preventing you from 
experiencing the freedom, contentment, and rest that God 
generously offers. 

While other books on comparison call readers to embrace their 
own uniqueness, The Burden of Better reveals that only a deep 
understanding of God’s grace, and a personal reliance on that 
grace, can cure the epidemic of comparison flooding your mind. 
Heather’s humor, personal stories, and empathetic approach 
offers a gospel-centered guide to kicking your comparison habit.

“Trade your worries, fears, and addiction to comparison for the 
hope-filled truths Heather Creekmore mines for you. Read this 
book, and you’ll experience the exhale you need, the holy pause 
that can come at the end of perfectionism.”

—MARY DEMUTH, author of Pray Every Day: 90 Days of Prayer  
from God’s Word

“For many women, including myself, freedom from comparison has 
seemed elusive and impossible. Thankfully, Heather Creekmore 
has written a hopeful and truth-filled guide for us to finally resist 
and reject the comparison trap once and for all.”

—CHRISTINE HOOVER, author of With All Your Heart and  
Messy Beautiful Friendship

HEATHER CREEKMORE writes and speaks hope to thousands 
of women each week, inspiring them to stop comparing and 
find their true purpose in Christ. Her book Compared to Who? 
encourages women to uncover the spiritual root of body image 
issues and find freedom. Heather and her husband, Eric, live in 
Austin, Texas, with their four children and dog. Connect with Heather 
through her Compared to Who? podcast or by visiting her blog at 
www.comparedtowho.me

The Burden of Better
How a Comparison-Free Life Leads to Joy,  
Peace, and Rest

HEATHER CREEKMORE

SEPTEMBER 2020
ISBN 9781684264704

216 pages • 5.5 x 8.25
$14.99 • Trade Paper

Christian Living / Women’s Interest

CMYK

www.leafwoodpublishers.com

$14.99 Christian Living / Women’s Interests

Tired of chasing better?
In an era of carefully curated social media images, nonstop selfies, and TV shows 
devoted to perfection, comparison can consume you. Chasing something better 
quickly becomes a burden, weighing down your soul and preventing you from 
experiencing the freedom, contentment, and rest that God generously offers.

While other books on comparison call you to embrace your uniqueness, The 
Burden of Better reveals how only a deeper understanding of God’s grace can guide 
you off the self-improvement treadmill. Heather’s humor and empathetic approach 
offer a gospel-centered guide to kicking your comparison habit.

“The Burden of Better is a refreshing drink of grace on a world-weary day. 
Trade your worries, fears, and addictions to comparison for the hope-

filled truths Heather Creekmore mines for you. Read this book, and you’ll 
experience the holy pause that can come at the end of perfectionism.”

—Mary DeMuth, author of Pray Every Day: 90 Days of Prayer from God’s Word

“I laughed, nodded, spoke out loud, and shouted 
‘amen’ a few times. These are get better truths.” 

—Kara Osborne, author and blogger at Wellness Witness

“For many women, including myself, freedom from comparison has 
seemed elusive and impossible. Thankfully, Heather Creekmore 

has written a hopeful and truth-filled guide for us to finally 
resist and reject the comparison trap once and for all.”

—Christine Hoover, author of With All Your Heart and Messy Beautiful Friendship

Heather Creekmore writes and speaks hope to thousands of women each week, 
inspiring them to stop comparing and find their true purpose in Christ. Her book Compared to Who? 
encourages women to uncover the spiritual root of body image issues and find freedom. Heather and her 
husband, Eric, live in Austin, Texas, with their four children. Connect with Heather through her Compared 
to Who? podcast or by visiting her blog at www.comparedtowho.me.
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Between Two Trees
Our Transformation 
from Death to Life

SHANE J. WOOD

ISBN 9781684260706
240 pages • $14.99 • PB

OCTOBER 2020
ISBN 9781684260812
176 pages • 5.5 x 8.25
$15.99 • Trape Paper
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After Amen
What to Do When You’re Waiting on God

RUSTY GEORGE

You’ve prayed about it. Now what?

Though none of us pray enough, we all pray some. We pour out 
our prayers, then we say “amen.” And we wait. Sometimes the 
silence is deafening, and we question whether God hears us or 
not. We wonder if our prayers ever got past the ceiling, if he’s 
even there, or if he is waiting on us to do something. So what do 
we do while we wait for God to answer our prayers?

Rusty George offers a new way to help you connect with God 
and get answers while you wait. By exploring the ministry of 
Jesus, you will encounter a variety of people who come to him 
in need, but receive a mixed response. As you read, discover the 
powerful steps of faith you can take after saying “amen.”

“After Amen teaches us how to wait courageously with humility, 
hope, and so much more. Wait no longer—read this book.”

—KYLE IDLEMAN, senior pastor at Southeast Christian Church

“Whether you’re a Jesus follower or you just watch from a distance, 
Rusty tackles questions many of us have. . . . timely and so needed 
today.”

—ANDY STANLEY, pastor at North Point Community Church

“Rusty’s wisdom is so needed for the church today. After Amen 
provides important next steps for us while we wait on God’s 
answer.”

—MARK BATTERSON, lead pastor of National Community Church

RUSTY GEORGE is the lead pastor of Real Life Church Ministries in 
Valencia, California. For almost twenty years, Rusty has provided 
visionary leadership and teaching to his churches. Rusty’s heart 
for those far from God drives his organizational leadership, weekly 
teaching, and conference speaking engagements. Rusty lives in 
Santa Clarita with his wife, Lorrie, and their two daughters.
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Praying Dangerously
Daring Prayers for 
Meaningful Faith

GARY HOLLOWAY

ISBN 9780891126751
240 pages • $14.99 • PB

Discover a Life Beyond the Noise

We live frantic, busy lives that distract us from seeing and 
hearing God. With more than thirty years of ministry experience, 
Halstead will show you how to center your life on God through 
the practice of contemplative prayer. For centuries, Christians 
have sought to release the reins of control and to enjoy a more 
vulnerable, intimate life with God. They have adopted new 
postures in prayer to become more receptive to God’s agenda 
and leading. They have learned best practices for yielding their 
minds and hearts to God and new ways to allow Scripture to 
speak into their lives. This deep, rich relationship with God 
through prayer is available to all who seek God.

Leaning into God’s Embrace is a guide for those who are 
beginners with contemplative prayer. Halstead offers an 
insightful collection of prayer forms to center your mind in a 
posture of listening. She also includes easy-to-use templates that 
leaders can use with groups seeking to explore these new ways 
of being with God. Her variety of prayer forms allows readers to 
discover how they can lean into God’s loving embrace.

JACKIE L. HALSTEAD, PhD, is the CEO of Selah Center for Spiritual 
Formation and is an associate professor of marriage and family 
therapy. For twenty-five years, she has been speaking nationally and 
internationally on contemplative prayer. Halstead completed two 
programs with Shalem Institute for Spiritual Formation, and she serves 
as both a spiritual director and a trainer for spiritual directors. As a 
marriage and family therapist, Halstead specializes in working with 
ministers, missionaries, and their families. She has been married to her 
husband, Randy, for forty years, and they have two daughters, Erin 
and Ashley. Connect with Jackie at www.selahspiritual.com.

Leaning into God’s 
Embrace
A Guidebook for Contemplative Prayer

JACKIE L. HALSTEAD

FEBRUARY 2021
ISBN 9781684260416

192 pages • 5.5 x 8.25
$15.99 • Trade Paper

Christian Living / Prayer
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Still Wrestling
Faith Renewed through 
Brokenness

LES FERGUSON JR. 

ISBN 9781684260508
224 pages • $14.99 • PB

MARCH 2021
ISBN 9781684261215
176 pages • 5.5 x 8.25
$15.99 • Trade Paper
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God’s goodness is all around you, and it goes before you. 

For many, “God is good” is just something that we say in church. 
We might hope that it’s true, but more often than not, we fail 
to experience that goodness. It’s even worse when crisis or 
trials come our way, or when we feel our purpose eroding with 
the mundane routine of life. But the key to experiencing God’s 
goodness is understanding its foundation. When we understand 
the unshakable goodness of God, our faith becomes unmovable. 

Forever in My Goodness digs deep into compelling stories 
from the Bible that reveal the thread of goodness in Scripture 
and in our own lives. In sharing personal stories, Morgan offers 
simplicity to the theology of God’s goodness and takes us on a 
journey to understanding his goodness as an absolute promise. 
Forever in My Goodness does not just talk about God’s goodness 
as an abstract quality, but as a reality we can experience. It 
grounds us in the Word of God, allowing us to see God’s goodness 
as a continual, unchangeable, tangible fact. Move from a hopeful 
belief that God is good to a deep-rooted faith in God’s abundant, 
unchanging, and unfailing goodness.

MORGAN SUGG is a writer and speaker who longs to see women 
walk in their God-given purpose and experience the goodness of 
God. Morgan has earned a bachelor’s degree in public relations and 
a master’s degree in organizational leadership. She is the founder 
of the FlourishGathering.co, The Passover Project, and Flourish Book 
Club, and she serves in ministry alongside her husband, Brad, at 
Friendship Church in Frisco, Texas. Morgan’s favorite roles are being a 
wife and a mother to her three boys: Jackson, Collin, and Harrison. 

Forever in My Goodness
Trusting in the Abundant Favor of God

MORGAN SUGG
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176 pages • 5.5 x 8.25
$14.99 • Trade Paper
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Whoever Has Ears, Let Them Hear 

Many longtime Christians know the parables of Jesus. They have 
heard them dozens of times, but have they really heard God’s 
message? And new Christians are often unsure what to make 
of these parables that seem to have been written for someone 
else. But from the first chapter to the last, Hear Today makes 
the most famous parables of Jesus come to life. With accessible, 
easy-to-read explanations, discussion questions, and historical 
details, this thirteen-week study offers readers enriching, new 
perspectives on the teachings of Jesus.

Fiensy applies and contemporizes the parables by retelling 
the stories in modern categories, paraphrasing Scripture with a 
new translation, and offering numerous practical illustrations. 
Drawing on his rich understanding of archaeology, Fiensy also 
includes a digging deeper section in each chapter to lead readers 
to a fuller understanding of context for these parables. Listen to 
more than the words of the parables. Prepare to hear God’s heart. 

“Fiensy’s treatment of each of the twelve selected parables of Jesus 
is unparalleled in clarity and relevance.” 

—KEITH P. KEERAN, Chancellor and Distinguished Professor of Leadership 
and Communication, Kentucky Christian University

“With considerable scholarly knowledge of first-century society 
and culture, David Fiensy interfaces deft understanding of the 
parables with contemporary awareness and insight.”

—WILLIAM R. BAKER, editor, Stone-Campbell Journal

DAVID A. FIENSY, after graduating from Duke University with a PhD 
in New Testament, taught for seven years at Kentucky Christian 
University, served as a campus minister in Germany, pastored a 
church in Ohio, and then returned as professor at Kentucky Christian 
for the next twenty-three years. Now, David serves as a speaker and 
consultant for churches and colleges, and is involved in writing and 
research projects. 

Hear Today
Compassion and Grace in the Parables of Jesus

DAVID A. FIENSY
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The Art of Amen
A Creative Prayer 
Experience

CATHERINE BIRD

ISBN 9781684262205
176 pages • $15.99 • PB

APRIL 2021
ISBN 9781684261611
224 pages • 6 x 9
$15.99 • Trade Paper
Biblical Studies / New Testament /  
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Equip Your Child for the Battle Ahead 

An invisible, spiritual battle is waging around us, a battle 
between God and Satan for control of our lives. In spite of God’s 
truth that the battle has already been won, Satan’s primary goal 
is to separate us from God and convince us that he holds absolute 
power over us. 

Armor of God unpacks the six pieces of armor that God has 
revealed as essential tools to defend against Satan’s schemes on 
earth. Alongside their tween, parents will uncover important 
truths to better understand the enemy and how he works to 
ambush, outflank, and outsmart God’s army. Most importantly, 
parents and tweens will learn to use their God-given armor and 
employ strategies to defeat the one true enemy. In addition to a 
guided Bible study and “Letters from the Battlefield,” Armor of 
God includes conversation starters and fun activities that will open 
a dialogue between parents and tweens and draw them deeply into 
God’s Word together.

Praise for Building Circles of Grace
“Moms of young girls need a lot of tools to help their daughters 
reach their potential. Building Circles of Grace is one of those 
tools, helping a mom invest in her relationship with her girl and 
empowering a young girl to build her own best network of positive 
relationships in her life.”

—LYNN COWELL, speaker with Proverbs 31 Ministries and author of  
Brave Beauty

CATHERINE BIRD is an author, speaker, and Bible teacher who is 
genuine and not without a sense of humor about her walk with Jesus. 
Throughout her ministry, Catherine has worked with women, teens, 
and tweens to encourage, empower, and equip each in their own 
journey of faith. Catherine is the author of Becoming a Girl of Grace, 
Building Circles of Grace, The Art of Amen, and An Advent Study: 
Preparing a Way. Connect with her at catherinebird.net.

Armor of God
A Bible Study for Tweens and Parents in Today’s 
Spiritual Battle

CATHERINE BIRD
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Becoming a  
Girl of Grace
A Joint Bible Study for Tween Girls &  
Their Moms

CATHERINE BIRD

Becoming a Girl of Grace takes closer look at 
some of the amazing ladies of the Bible and the 
character traits they model for modern tween 
girls. These women of yesterday have a lot to 
share with the girls of today! Dealing with mean 
girls and bullies, feeling left out, and learning 
to like oneself are not new social dilemmas. The 
Bible is full of examples of strong females who 
chose to follow God and pursue faith despite 
what was happening in their world and cultures.

“Becoming a Girl of Grace is chock-full of biblical 
wisdom.”

 —AMY CARROLL, author of Breaking Up with Perfect 
and speaker and writer for Proverbs 31 Ministries

ISBN 9780891124153
160 pages • 6 x 9
$14.99 • paperback
Bible Study

Building Circles  
of Grace
A Joint Bible Study for Tween Girls &  
Their Moms

CATHERINE BIRD

Moms and daughters will explore what it 
means to build and sustain Christ-centered 
relationships with others. Some of the toughest 
experiences we encounter as young girls (and 
moms, too) are a result of people we choose 
as friends. But what are Christ-centered 
relationships? How do you reflect grace when 
confronted by a bully? How do you cope with 
the loss of a friendship? Can you really make a 
difference by putting Jesus first when it is not 
the cool thing to do? Building Circles of Grace 
invites moms and daughters to discuss all of 
these questions and more.
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Tired of chasing better?
In an era of carefully curated social media images, nonstop selfies, and TV shows 
devoted to perfection, comparison can consume you. Chasing something better 
quickly becomes a burden, weighing down your soul and preventing you from 
experiencing the freedom, contentment, and rest that God generously offers.

While other books on comparison call you to embrace your uniqueness, The 
Burden of Better reveals how only a deeper understanding of God’s grace can guide 
you off the self-improvement treadmill. Heather’s humor and empathetic approach 
offer a gospel-centered guide to kicking your comparison habit.

“The Burden of Better is a refreshing drink of grace on a world-weary day. 
Trade your worries, fears, and addictions to comparison for the hope-

filled truths Heather Creekmore mines for you. Read this book, and you’ll 
experience the holy pause that can come at the end of perfectionism.”

—Mary DeMuth, author of Pray Every Day: 90 Days of Prayer from God’s Word

“I laughed, nodded, spoke out loud, and shouted 
‘amen’ a few times. These are get better truths.” 

—Kara Osborne, author and blogger at Wellness Witness

“For many women, including myself, freedom from comparison has 
seemed elusive and impossible. Thankfully, Heather Creekmore 

has written a hopeful and truth-filled guide for us to finally 
resist and reject the comparison trap once and for all.”

—Christine Hoover, author of With All Your Heart and Messy Beautiful Friendship

Heather Creekmore writes and speaks hope to thousands of women each week, 
inspiring them to stop comparing and find their true purpose in Christ. Her book Compared to Who? 
encourages women to uncover the spiritual root of body image issues and find freedom. Heather and her 
husband, Eric, live in Austin, Texas, with their four children. Connect with Heather through her Compared 
to Who? podcast or by visiting her blog at www.comparedtowho.me.
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Class & Small Group Resource Guide
The Class & Small Group Resource Guide contains all 
of our products that include discussion questions to help 
guide a class or small group. Part of its value lies in 
its usefulness to anyone facilitating such discussions. 
Sorted topically, it is easier than ever to find exactly the 
type of study or discussion you are looking for.

Our increasing library of video series is included 
as they make leading classes and discussions even 
easier. With video segments and discussion questions, 
just about anyone can lead a fruitful and meaningful 
conversation.

Our prayer is that you will find this free listing of 
our books and videos to be a helpful resource for your 
classroom and small group material needs.

Call 877-816-4455 (toll free)  
for bulk discounts for your small group.

Resource topics include video series, Christian 
theology, grief and loss, leadership, stewardship, 
Old and New Testament studies, and prayer.

FREE

Visit our website to download your Class & Small Group Resource Guide.
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ISBN 9780891123606
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$29.99 ▪ DVD

The Story of Churches 
of Christ DVD
doUglAs A. foster

In 2000, the Atlas of American Religion listed 
Churches of Christ as one of seven national 
denominations represented in all regions of 
the United States. Yet many people know little 
about this group’s origins and development. This 
DVD series, comprised of six segments of 20–24 
minutes each, explains this Christian tradition in 
a frank and honest way.

Significant Others DVD
Understand Our Non-Christian Neighbors
monte Cox

Today, Americans live in a more globalized and 
pluralistic culture than ever before. In thirteen 
segments, Monte Cox explains how to engage 
our non-Christian neighbors in conversation. 
This 3-DVD set and companion booklet will help 
you become more acquainted with the religious 
backgrounds of non-Christians around you, as 
well as with the growing number of American 
people who claim no religious affiliation at all.

ISBN 9781684260003
13 segments
$24.99 ▪ DVD

Love First DVD
Ending Hate before It’s Too Late

DON MCLAUGHLIN

For too long, Christians have settled for less 
than the matchless love of Jesus. More than ever, 
believers are tempted to give in to their fears, 
prejudices, and suspicions. Through twelve film 
segments in this 2-DVD set, Love First offers a 
clear-eyed assessment of the current love/hate 
crisis and a practical strategy for how Christians 
can begin to truly love, especially those who do 
not love us in return.

“Love First reminds the Christian community 
that its primary allegiance is to God and the 
kingdom love ethic must guide Christian behavior 
in all areas of life, including the world of racial 
brutality and political warfare!”

—JERRY TAYLOR, Assistant Professor of Bible, Missions, 
and Ministry, Abilene Christian University

ISBN 9781684260317
12 segments
$24.99 ▪ DVD
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Conversations on Leadership DVD
Foundational Insights for Elders & Leaders
rAndy hArris And CArson e. reed 

The work of congregational leadership is a complex and challenging call. Nonetheless, 
by the grace and prompting of God, shepherd and elders respond to this call in 
various ways. This six segment series (15–18 minutes each) provides a practical and 
meaningful way to grow pastoral care, hope-filled visioning, and overall shepherding 
for leaders.

A story about shipwrecks, snakebites, beatings, meetings, and other church events. The 
way of Jesus has always been wilder than we think and more dangerous than we’d like. 
This 2-DVD set includes 12 segments filmed on location in Jerusalem, bringing the 
stories of Acts to life. The series also includes access to an online companion booklet to 
guide and enrich discussion.

How to Start a Riot DVD
A Film Series on Acts of Apostles shot on location  
in Jerusalem JonAthAn storment

In twelve film segments, Randy Harris takes you into the teachings of Jesus that for 
us to obey and practice. Principles about integrity that’s not for sale, sexual purity that 
begins in the heart, and a life of obedience that’s a response to the profound grace of 
God. This 2-DVD set and companion booklet provides a guide for group study, personal 
time, or church viewing for people who want to live the way of Jesus. 

Living Jesus DVD
How the Gretest Sermon Ever Will Change Your  
Life for Good rAndy hArris

Daring Faith DVD
Meeting Jesus in the Book of John
rAndy hArris

ISBN 9780891126195
6 segments
$29.99 ▪ DVD

ISBN 9780891124214
12 segments
$39.99 ▪ DVD

ISBN 9780891123705
12 segments
$24.99 ▪ DVD

ISBN 9780891125945
12 segments
$29.99 ▪ DVD

The Gospel of John was written so people would believe the unbelievable. This 
unbelievable story John tells is that God became man and lived among us. These 
claims got Jesus killed. And ever since, people who believe the claim still lose their 
lives. If you believe that Jesus is truly God, you believe the most daring idea of all 
time. Daring faith will cost your life. But along with the risk comes the great reward of 
becoming children of God. Are you ready for daring faith?

FEATURED BACKLIST | DVD SERIES
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Shift
Changing Our Focus to See the  
Presence of God

ABBY MCDONALD

When the desires of our hearts are filled, it’s 
easy to see God. Miracles, answers to prayer, 
and abundant blessings all testify to God’s 
presence. But what about the seasons when he 
seems invisible? Shift explores the life-changing 
truth that when we adjust our lens to focus 
our eyes on God himself rather than on what 
we wish we were seeing in our lives, he reveals 
himself to us and to those around us. No matter 
our circumstances, we can see God in our lives—
right here, right now.

“For those who question if God cares what they 
are going through, Abby McDonald’s wise and 
thoughtful insights provide a perspective shift for 
discouraged hearts.” 

—KATIE M. REID, author of Made Like Martha: Good 
News for the Woman Who Gets Things Done

Now Waiting
Hope for Today When All  
You Want Is Tomorrow

SARAH JOHNSON

No one likes to wait. But no matter how hassle- 
free the world around us has become, some 
things take time. Life in the middle can be hard 
but Sarah has discovered that the best parts of 
life can actually be those very moments between 
where we are and where we want to be. Waiting 
is a vital part of our stories, and what we do 
with our times of waiting matter.

In Now Waiting, Sarah shows you how you 
can remain confident in the goodness of God 
when your season of waiting leaves you feeling 
discouraged. Find hope in God’s promises and 
live fully convinced of his plans for you.

“God saying he will do it doesn’t mean he will do 
it in our timing. So what do we do until then? 
This book challenges us to relish the seasons we 
are in and to be present in the waiting.”

—ANDI ANDREW, author, speaker, founder of She Is 
Free, and cofounder of Liberty Church Global

ISBN 9781684263103
208 pages • 5.5 x 8.25
$14.99 • paperback
Christian Living /  
Spiritual Growth

ISBN 9781684263400
208 pages • 5.5 x 8.25
$14.99 • paperback
Christian Living /  
Women’s Interests
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Transforming Your 
Thought Life
Christian Meditation in Focus

SARAH GERINGER

Thousands of thoughts fly through our minds 
every day, many of them negative. And Satan 
knows how susceptible we are to these negative 
thoughts that leave us frustrated and feeling 
defeated. However, the time-honored practice of 
Christian meditation can help us find victory in 
these spiritual battles.

Transforming Your Thought Life offers guided 
meditations and personal examples that will 
help you train your mind to stay grounded in 
God’s Word. Day by day, you will move closer to 
the heart and mind of God.

“What do we do when our thoughts leave us 
feeling beaten, bruised, and out of control? In 
Tranforming Your Thought Life, Sarah reminds 
us that the answer lies not inside ourselves but 
within the pages of Scripture.” 

—LAUREN GASKILL, author of Into the Deep and 
president of She Found Joy

ISBN 9781684262106
240 pages • 5.5 x 8.25
$14.99 • paperback
Christian Living / 
Spiritual Growth

Little Faith, Big God
Grace to Grow When Your Faith Feels Small

DEBBIE W. WILSON

A thriving relationship with God is not built 
on our perfect performance but on our trust in 
a gracious Savior. Our God delights in flawed 
followers who trust him in the daily aspects of 
their lives. He designed spiritual growth to be 
an ongoing journey of faith and delights in who 
you are becoming. 

By exploring Hebrews 11, Little Faith, Big 
God will inspire you to persevere in your 
faith through the examples of biblical men 
and women who failed, got up again, finished 
well, and were commended by God. Trade your 
struggle to earn God’s favor for a dynamic, 
grace-filled relationship with our big God.

“This thought-provoking, informative, and 
entertaining book will bring you deeper into 
your relationship with God. You will never think 
about faith in the same way again!”

—JULIE ZINE COLEMAN, managing editor for Arise Daily 
and author of Unexpected Love

ISBN 9781684264308
240 pages • 5.5 x 8.5
$15.99 • paperback
Christian Living / 
Women’s Interests

CMYK

www.leafwoodpublishers.com

$15.99 Christian Living / Women’s Interests

God isn’t looking for heroes of faith.

A thriving relationship with God is built not on our perfect performance but on our 
trust in a gracious Savior. Our God delights in flawed followers who trust him in the 
daily aspects of their lives. By exploring Hebrews 11, Little Faith, Big God will inspire 
you to persevere in your faith through the examples of biblical men and women who 
failed, got up again, finished well, and were commended by God. Trade your struggle 
to earn God’s favor for a dynamic, grace-filled relationship with our big God.

F

“This thought-provoking, informative, and entertaining book will bring you deeper into 
your relationship with God. You will never think about faith in the same way again!”

—JULIE ZINE COLEMAN, managing editor for Arise Daily and author of Unexpected Love

“In Little Faith, Big God, Debbie helps reshape our perspective of the spiritual giants 
who have gone before us. She reminds us that while some stumbled under the weight 
of their trials, it didn’t ruin their relationship with God. It actually helped refine it!”

—AMY RICHISSIN, development with Turning Point, with Dr. David Jeremiah

“Delightful . . . . I highly recommend Little Faith, Big God.”
— JOSH MCDOWELL, Christian apologist and best-selling author of Evidence That Demands a Verdict

DEBBIE W. WILSON  helps people discover relevant faith, drawing from her personal walk with Christ, 

twenty-four years as a Christian counselor, and decades as a Bible teacher. Debbie is an Advanced 

Writers and Speakers Association certified speaking and writing coach and the author of Little Women, 

Big God and Give Yourself a Break. In 1991, she and her husband founded Lighthouse Ministries, a 

Christian counseling and coaching ministry. Visit her blog at www.debbiewwilson.com.

LittleFaithBigGod_2.indd   1 12/16/19   4:00 PM
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The Rhythm of the 
Christian Life
Recapturing the Joy of Life Together

BRIAN J. WRIGHT— FOREWORD BY TIMOTHY GEORGE

Most of us think that if we could simply balance 
our lives better, we would be happier. But what 
we actually need is to rediscover the rhythm.

“Wright reminds us that just as inhaling and 
exhaling are both essential to breathing, so time 
alone with God and time in fellowship with 
God’s people are equally essential. Building 
upon the work of Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Wright 
reminds us that this divine tempo is timeless 
and universal.”

—E. RANDOLPH RICHARDS, provost and chief 
academic officer, Palm Beach Atlantic University, 
and author of Misreading Scripture with Western Eyes

“Forget about the program—get with the beat, 
the two-beat rhythm of the Christian life that 
structures Christian freedom and sustains 
human flourishing.”

—KEVIN J. VANHOOZER, Research Professor of 
Systematic Theology, Trinity Evangelical Divinity School

ISBN 9781684263509
160 pages • 5 x 8
$13.99 • paperback
Christian Living / 
General

Behind Esther
Thriving When God Seems Distant

CHRIS ALTROCK— FOREWORD BY LISA WINGATE

Some of Esther’s peers, like Daniel, lived with a 
distinct advantage of experiencing the wonder of 
God. Esther, on the other hand, was surrounded 
by extravagant wealth and idolatry in the 
disenchanted empire of Persia. Faith wasn’t 
easy in a place like that, but thankfully, Esther 
learned there was more to God than what she 
could see. 

Today’s suffering and cynicism can leave us 
feeling that God is long gone. But, in truth, he 
is still present and active in our lives. Follow 
Esther as she models twelve practices that 
connect us with a seemingly distant God and his 
unexpected work in the world.

“Altrock rescues the story of Esther from its 
fairytale status. He takes it off the children’s 
shelf and places it squarely in the adult 
section. Along the way, Altrock eloquently and 
convincingly unpacks the core theological theme 
of Esther: God is always at work in the world.”

—HOLLY CATTERTON ALLEN, Professor of Family Studies 
and Christian Ministries, Lipscomb University

ISBN 9781684261901
192 pages • 5.5 x 8.25
$14.99 • paperback
Christian Living / 
Spiritual Growth

CMYK

www.leafwoodpublishers.com
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D I S C O V E R  L I F E  A S  G O D  I N T E N D E D

Most of us think that if we could simply balance our lives better, we would be 
happier. But what we actually need is to rediscover the rhythm.

As Christians, our whole life consists of loving God and loving others, just 
like Jesus did. In this book, Wright invites us to � nd true joy as we embrace 
these two core realities and discover how they are meant to work in tandem. 
Explore � e Rhythm of the Christian Life and recapture the joy of life together 
as God always intended.

“With incredible simplicity, The Rhythm of the Christian Life engaged 
my mind, warmed my heart, and inspired me to apply its message.”

—MAHER SAMUEL, psychiatrist, apologist, and former Director of
Ravi Zacharias International Ministries (RZIM) in the Middle East

“Forget about the program—get with the beat, the 
two-beat rhythm of the Christian life that structures 
Christian freedom and sustains human fl ourishing.”

—KEVIN J. VANHOOZER, Research Professor of Systematic Theology, Trinity Evangelical Divinity School

“Wright’s book draws from the deep well of Bonhoe� er’s work on
the rhythm of life; it’s refreshing and challenging at the same time.”

—DAVE FURMAN, Senior Pastor, Redeemer Church of Dubai;

  and his wife, GLORIA FURMAN, author of Missional Motherhood

BRIAN J. WRIGHT is a graduate of Dallas Theological 

Seminary and earned his PhD from Ridley College in Melbourne, 

Australia. He is the author of Communal Reading in the Time of 

Jesus and has been featured on several Christian media networks. 

Wright currently serves as an adjunct professor and as a chaplain 

for the Federal Bureau of Prisons.

RhythmChristianLife3.indd   1 6/24/19   11:48 AM
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Esther’s World Is Much Like Ours: God Seems Missing.

Some of Esther’s peers, like Daniel, lived with a distinct advantage of experiencing 
the mighty, miracle-making wonder of God. Esther, on the other hand, was 
surrounded by extravagant wealth and idolatry in the disenchanted empire of 
Persia. Faith wasn’t easy in a place like that, but Esther learned there was more to 
God than what she could see.

Today’s suffering and cynicism can leave us feeling that God is long gone. But, 
in truth, he is still present and active in our lives. In slow, mundane, and even 
obscure ways, he is pursuing us and repairing our broken world. Follow Esther as 
she models twelve practices that connect us with a seemingly distant God and his 
unexpected work in the world.

• • • • • • • • • •
“Altrock rescues the story of Esther from its fairytale status. He takes 

it off the children’s shelf and places it squarely in the adult section. 
Along the way, Altrock eloquently and convincingly unpacks the core 

theological theme of Esther: God is always at work in the world.”
—HOLLY CATTERTON ALLEN, Professor of Family Studies and Christian Ministries, Lipscomb University

“The crosscurrents of this secular age have pushed against those 
who have faith in Christ, leaving them confused, weary, and 

sometimes despairing. Behind Esther is a bold response in the 
opposite direction—to see God everywhere and in everything.”

—BILL DELVAUX, Director of Landmark Journey Ministries and author of Heroic

• • • • • • • • • •
C H R I S  A LT R O C K  serves as the senior preaching minister for the 
Highland Church of Christ in Memphis, Tennessee. The author of six other 
books, including Ten-Minute Transformation: Small Spiritual Steps that 
Revolutionize Your Life, Chris is a trained spiritual director, and he teaches 
as an adjunct professor at Lipscomb University. Connect with him at 
www.chrisaltrock.com.

www.leafwoodpublishers.com

$14.99 Christian Living / Spiritual Growth

Foreword by New York Times best-selling author Lisa Wingate

BehindEsther.indd   1 6/14/19   9:08 PM
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Women’s Ministry 
with Purpose
A Vibrant, Gospel-Centered Approach

GENA B. MCCOWN

While women’s ministry can easily get caught 
up in Bible study themes and Pinterest-worthy 
decor, God’s heart calls for a ministry that 
is rooted in him. In this book, Gena explores 
Scripture to establish what a thriving women’s 
ministry was intended to be and the ways 
women can minister deeply to one another. Most 
importantly, Women’s Ministry with Purpose 
will breathe new life into leaders and volunteers, 
offering practical advice for organizing, training, 
and supporting the women in your ministry.

“I appreciate Gena’s willingness to be vulnerable 
and honest about the state of many women’s 
ministries. This is a helpful resource if you 
are looking for ways to realign your women’s 
ministry with your church’s vision and get 
refocused on God’s masterplan of the gospel!”

—KADI COLE, church leadership consultant and author 
of Developing Female Leaders

ISBN 9781684263202
208 pages • 5.5 x 8.25
$14.99 • paperback
Christian Ministry / Adult 

ISBN 9781684263004
272 pages • 5.5 x 8.25
$14.99 • paperback
Christian Living / 
Women’s Interests

Everyday Brave
Living Courageously as a Woman of Faith

JANET THOMPSON

Bravery isn’t reserved for women serving on 
international mission teams, in the military, 
or as a first responder. Every woman is brave, 
much braver than she might think. But feelings 
of doubt and inadequacy try to stop us from 
living up to our God-given potential to be 
courageous women of faith.

In Everyday Brave, Janet explores the 
extraordinary bravery of fifty ordinary women 
in the Bible. Twenty-eight women of today also 
give testimonies of realizing their strength and 
courage through God’s love. As Janet shares 
the stories of these women, she reminds us that 
the heart and substance of bravery comes from 
unconditionally placing our hope in the only One 
who can give us the courage to stay the course.

“If you long to be a bold, resilient, and faith-filled 
woman of God, Everyday Brave is for you!”

—CAROL KENT, international speaker and author of 
Becoming a Woman of Influence
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Legion
Rediscovering the God Who Rescues Me

SHADIA HRICHI

Tormented, chained, and living in a graveyard, 
the man known only by the name of the demons 
that tormented him had no one to help him—
no one to intercede for him. No one but Jesus. 
Climb into the boat with Jesus as he heads into 
enemy territory. Witness Jesus’s power and 
passion as He battles violent storms and armies 
of demons to rescue . . . one . . . lost . . . soul.

Through this six-week, action-packed study, 
you will experience God’s relentless love as you 
celebrate the impassioned Savior Who moved 
heaven and earth to rescue you.

“Shadia has written another outstanding study. 
Legion is rich and in-depth. There were so many 
new insights; several brought tears to my eyes. 
Well written and well organized, this study is 
packed with valuable life lessons. I can’t wait to 
read the next one!”

—FRANCINE RIVERS, international best-selling author

ISBN 9781684263707
224 pages • 7.5 x 9.25
$15.99 • paperback
Biblical Studies / 
Bible Study Guides

Hagar
Rediscovering the God Who Sees Me

SHADIA HRICHI

If someone were to ask you to name a few 
famous Bible characters, Hagar would probably 
not be at the top of your list. She is often 
relegated to the backstage as a minor character 
in God’s redemptive story. But was she? Rest 
assured that her story does not end in despair. 
In fact, she emerges victorious! Through this 
seven-week, in-depth Bible study, you will 
find that when you surrender your life into 
God’s hands, your trials and triumphs serve a 
magnificent purpose: to draw you into the arms 
of the faithful God Who Sees Me. 

“This study beautifully captures the depth of 
God’s love for all people. I am excited to share it 
with others!”

—FRANCINE RIVERS, international best-selling author

“This study is a personal and compelling guide to 
a powerful and underappreciated story of God’s 
faithfulness.”

—BIBLE STUDY MAGAZINE, a publication of Faithlife, the 
creator of Logos Bible Software

ISBN 9780891124702
264 pages • 7.5 x 9.25
$15.99 • paperback
Biblical Studies / 
Bible Study Guides

www.leafwoodpublishers.com

Biblical Studies / Bible Study Guides$15.99

Tormented, chained, and living in a graveyard, the man known only by the name of the demons 
that tormented him had no one to help him—no one to intercede for him. No one but Jesus. 
Climb into the boat with Jesus as He heads into enemy territory. Witness Jesus’s power and 

passion as He battles violent storms and armies of demons to rescue . . . one . . . lost . . . soul. 
Through this six-week, action-packed study, you will experience God’s relentless love as you celebrate 

the impassioned Savior Who moved heaven and earth to rescue you.

 ‘‘ Shadia has written another outstanding study. Legion is rich and in-depth. There were so 
many new insights; several brought tears to my eyes. Well written and well organized, this 
study is packed with valuable life lessons. I can’t wait to read the next one!’’—FRANCINE RIVERS, international best-selling author

‘‘ Shadia combines brilliant biblical insights with thought-provoking applications as she 
unfolds the stirring story of the man known as Legion. Though one of the more obscure 
individuals to experience Christ’s powerful rescuing love, this man’s life is destined to become 
a much-loved Bible story as Shadia leads you into his broken world. I highly recommend this 
stunning, thorough, unforgettable, hope-filled Bible study.’’—PHYLLIS BENNETT, director of the Women’s Center for Ministry at Western Seminary

How far will Jesus go to rescue one lost soul?

Shadia Hrichi is a passionate Bible teacher who has a heart for seeing lives transformed 
by the power of God’s Word. She holds a master’s in biblical and theological studies as 
well as a master’s in criminal justice. Shadia is the author of several Bible studies, including 
Hagar and Worthy of Love, and is often invited to speak at churches, conferences, and other 
events. Residing in northern California, Shadia is an active member of Venture Christian 
Church and loves to visit the ocean each week for “a date with Jesus.” To learn more, visit 
www.shadiahrichi.com.

CMYK
Legion.indd   1 8/22/19   12:37 PM
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ISBN 9781684260010
176 pages • 5 x 8
$13.99 • paperback
Inspirational

Disrupting for Good
Using Passion and Persistence 
to Create Lasting Change

CHRIS FIELD

Disrupting for Good shares powerful stories 
about people like you who are taking on the 
challenges around them and helping reshape 
lives. From a preschool teacher creating a cross-
generational program with a nearby nursing 
home to a young girl eliminating trash in her 
neighborhood, these stories proclaim the truth: 
anyone can make positive change. Our world 
is in desperate need of people who talk less 
and do more. But change in our own lives and 
those around us only begins when we ask good 
questions and then dream, dare, and do.

“These stories represent the dream, vision, and 
courage that live within us all if we dare to 
disrupt and take action.”

—RICKY DICKSON, president, Blue Bell Creameries

ISBN 9781684260706
240 pages • 5.5 x 8.25
$14.99 • paperback
Christian Theology

Between Two Trees
Our Transformation from Death to Life

SHANE J. WOOD

The problem of Eden is much worse than you 
thought, but the solution is much better than 
you could have ever imagined. Between Two 
Trees reveals that the real tragedy of Eden is a 
union with death, a union that produces division 
and despair. In spite of this tragedy, Between 
Two Trees will challenge you to embrace hope, 
love, and the beauty of reconciliation at the true 
tree of life: the cross of Calvary. 

By exploring Eden and the power of the 
cross, Shane Wood calls us to walk on a path 
to transformation, a path to union with God. 
The book’s journey ends under the shade of the 
tree of life in the New Jerusalem with God’s 
unfinished creation now complete. Yes, Eden, 
but more importantly, you.

“Shane Wood knows the metanarrative of 
Scripture like few others, but what is more 
important is that he lives its principles every day.”

—KYLE IDLEMAN, author of Not a Fan and Don’t Give Up

Between Two Trees / Disrupting for Good
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Contrary to popular belief, your circumstances do not determine your mood. Rather, 
your thoughts, feelings, and behaviors flow from your interpretations of events. Drawing 
on her experience as a clinical psychotherapist and a trauma survivor, Rita Schulte 
combines science and faith to show you how a strong connection to God, mindfulness 
techniques, and targeted exercises can help you identify and change toxic thinking 
patterns, rewire your brain, and achieve better health and well-being.

Think This Not That
Rewiring Your Brain to Eliminate Toxic Thinking
ritA A. sChUlte

ISBN 9780891125792
224 pages • 5.5 x 8.25
$14.99 • paperback

The world’s definition of an ideal woman often becomes a lady’s personal list of 
inadequacies. Filtering through all the cultural noise, Stacy examines seven words 
that society frequently uses to compare women to each other and offers insight, biblical 
definitions, and practical solutions for breaking the traps set by these labels in order to 
reclaim them as God-honoring expressions of woman as God created her. 

ISBN 9781684261208
176 pages • 5 x 8
$13.99 • paperback

Labeled
Redefining the Woman God Made You to Be
stACy diCkmAn

Prayer time often becomes another chore on a never-ending to-do list. But when God 
gave us the gift of prayer, he was inviting us to set aside regular, consistent time to 
grow in our relationship with him. Infused with biblical truths, The Art of Amen will 
rejuvenate you with an artful blend of teachings on prayer and rich examples of creative 
prayer styles—such as Bible journaling, prayer walks, and intercessional prayer art. 

ISBN 9781684262205
176 pages • 6 x 9
$15.99 • paperback

The Art of Amen
A Creative Prayer Experience
CAtherine bird

CMYK LITHO

Let creativity bring your prayers to life
Often, prayer time becomes another chore on a never-ending to-do list. But God’s 
gift of prayer invites us into a relationship with him. Infused with biblical truths, 
The Art of Amen will rejuvenate your prayer life with its artful blend of teachings 
on prayer and rich examples of creative prayer styles—such as Bible journaling, 
prayer walks, and intercessory prayer art. Whether for personal worship or group 
study, this creative prayer experience is the perfect tool to help you deepen your 
relationship with God. {

“Seamlessly blending together sound biblical teaching, insightful 
personal testimonies, soul-stirring prayers, and beautiful drawings, 
The Art of Amen is truly a masterpiece! I cannot remember another 

book that touched my heart so deeply. Packed full of practical tips for 
building a stronger and more intimate prayer life, The Art of Amen 

is sure to leave your heart full and your prayer life transformed.”
—Jennifer Bleakley, author of Joey: How a Blind Rescue Horse Helped Others Learn to See 

“Maybe, like me, you grew up feeling there was just one 
way to pray. In The Art of Amen, Catherine Bird breaks 
that boxed-in thinking, showing us how to breathe new 

life and creativity into our conversations with God.”
—Lynn Cowell, author of Make Your Move and Brave Beauty

{
catherine bird is an author, speaker, and Bible teacher. She 
is passionate about empowering women, teens, and tweens to 
embrace personal authenticity and the transformative power 
of God’s redeeming grace. She lives in Central Texas with her 
husband and two kids, where she can often be found on hiking 
trails, in hot yoga class, or exploring the healing powers of crafting 
and DIY. Learn more and discover free Bible study resources by 
visiting www.catherinebird.net.

www.leafwoodpublishers.com

$15.99 Christian Life / Prayer
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Whether you lead a Fortune 500 company or a local food pantry, House Rules will 
encourage you to face the daunting challenges ahead and expect big results. Larry 
James draws on the challenges and successes of leading CitySquare to share essential, 
on-the-ground leadership principles and instructive case studies to help you navigate 
environments as diverse as boardrooms, public housing developments, hunger relief 
efforts, and donor cultivation. His perspective on the deeply spiritual and interpersonal 
nature of leadership will inspire you to serve everyone you lead.

ISBN 9780891124221
256 pages • 5.5 x 8.25
$15.99 • paperback

House Rules
Insights for Innovative Leaders
lArry m. JAmes 

An estimated twenty million children oppressed by bullying need our help. Bullies 
cannot be stopped merely with more compassion and understanding. In fact, bullying 
stems from the same roots as racism, sexual harassment, and even genocide, and it 
requires people to combat it in similar ways. Kindness and awareness—two buzzwords 
in today’s anti-bullying movement—will not end bullying on their own. They must be 
activated by courage, transforming bystanders into righteous, loving protectors. 

ISBN 9781684260201
256 pages • 5.5 x 8.25
$14.99 • paperback

Free Us from Bullying
Real Solutions beyond Being Nice
PAUl t. CoUghlin

The words “follow me” changed the lives of twelve unlikely individuals in the first 
century, and they can change the course of your life as well. However, we are too often 
satisfied with simply receiving God’s grace and neglect to give it back. As a result, we 
need to develop a consistent, coordinated, and intentional plan for greater spiritual 
growth and discipleship. If you want more than sitting in pews and checking off church 
participation boxes, if you are ready to live the life Christ calls you to by following him 
with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength, this book is for you.

ISBN 9781684261802
160 pages • 5.5 x 8.25
$14.99 • paperback

D2
Becoming a Devoted Follower of Christ
Phil mCkinney ii
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A generation ago, most Americans had little or no contact with Muslims, Hindus, 
Buddhists, or any other adherents of non-Christian religions. Today, many Christians 
don’t know how to engage their new non-Christian neighbors in conversation, partly 
because they feel ignorant about the religions practiced by others. Significant Others 
seeks to fill this knowledge gap so readers will become more acquainted with the 
religious backgrounds of devout non-Christians they are meeting, as well as with the 
growing number of American people who claim no religious affiliation at all. Each 
chapter also includes discussion questions for application.

Significant Others
Understanding Our Non-Christian Neighbors
monte Cox

We all frame our experiences. Usually, our frames help us navigate our lives, but 
sometimes new circumstances—a divorce, a new job, an illness—drive us to reframe. 
Jesus himself calls us to reframe our lives in terms of grace instead of law, light 
instead of darkness, love instead of retaliation. Reframing the Soul will help you 
understand the power of the words you choose to describe how you see the world. With 
dozens of personal stories, Spencer shares practical ways to choose life-giving words.

Reframing the Soul
How Words Transform Our Faith
gregory sPenCer

After the horrific double murder that destroyed his family, Les Ferguson started 
wrestling with God. But through this tragedy, he has become a trusted teacher who 
can offer you deep insight into Scripture. With Les as your guide, you can learn to 
read your Bible in fresh ways and relate to the people of Scripture, examining their 
humanity, seeing their fears, and acknowledging their weaknesses. His perspective 
on brokenness will give you permission to bring your entire life, even your doubts, 
before God.

Still Wrestling
Faith Renewed through Brokenness
les fergUson Jr. 

ISBN 9780891124641
256 pages • 6 x 9
$14.99 • paperback

ISBN 9780891124771
256 pages • 6 x 9
$15.99 • paperback

ISBN 9781684260508
224 pages • 5.5 x 8.25
$14.99 • paperback



48 ▪ Abilene ChristiAn University Press

LEAFWOOD PUBLISHERS

Today’s adolescents face an uphill climb. It’s easy to think today’s teens need 
experts, but what they really need more than anything else is you, whether you’re a 
parent, a mentor, or a youth minister. If you would like to learn how to be a wise and 
compassionate companion who can make an eternal difference in the lives of youth, 
Owning Faith will show you how.

ISBN 9780891124764
324 pages • 5.5 x 8.25
$15.99 • paperback

Owning Faith
Reimagining the Role of Church & Family in the Faith 
Journey of Teenagers
dUdley ChAnCey And ron brUner

Are you tired of clichés like “It’s what’s on the inside that counts!” or “Just love your 
body!” which sound encouraging but don’t really help your struggle? Then Compared to 
Who? is for you. It may not be grammatically correct, but it’s one question every woman 
should ask as she wrestles with issues like feeling sufficient, beautiful, and loved. 
Writing from her personal battle with weight and appearance, Heather will encourage 
you with humor and honesty, while her practical, grace-based approach will help you 
find freedom from body insecurity in five biblically rooted steps.

ISBN 9780891124979
224 pages • 5.5 x 8.25
$14.99 • paperback

Compared to Who?
A Proven Path to Improve Your Body Image
heAther Creekmore

Why does the church hate? This question plagues our mission. Don explores our 
current crisis, how we got everything wrong, and what love should look like, based on 
1 Corinthians 13. 

ISBN 9780891124740
288 pages • 5.5 x 8.25
$14.99 • paperback

Love First
Ending Hate before It’s Too Late
don mClAUghlin
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