
 

 

Leather Craft Tool List 

Thank you for watching my video on all my hand tools, this is a guide of all the tools that I went over 

and where to purchase them from. I have split the tables into seller sections – hardware store, 

eBay/online marketplace and specialty tool suppliers. 

At the end of this document is a list of suppliers that I have researched, there are many more out 

there, but this is the list of the main ones that I found when doing my research.  

If you would like to learn more or would like some further support in your leather craft journey you 

can join us on our dedicated discord channel.  

Hardware Store 

Item Description  

12”/30 cm Ruler These are best purchased in metal as they will 
be more hard waring.  40”/100 cm Ruler 

Retractable Tape Measure A 3m one is enough, or you can get a 5m for all 
your measuring needs. 

Stanley Knife/Utility Knife If you are unable to get a leather craft specific 
knife either of these options would be a good 
start and are easy to pick up. 

Tack Hammer Mine is a Draper Tools tack hammer I picked up 
at a hardware store, they can also easily be 
picked up online at sites like eBay. 

Mallet You can pick up a carpenter’s wooden mallet at 
your local hardware store. Mine I have had for 
about 13 years and is the only one I’ve had, you 
can pick up more specialty ones (show in 
specialty tools section).  

Sandpaper/Wet and Dry paper I like to keep some in the workshop in a range 
of grits, the wet and dry can be used for 
sharpening tools as well. 

 

eBay/Online Market Place 

Item Description 

Cutting Mat Available in a range of sizes, I like the A1 size 
but the size you need will depend on your 
working area.  

Safety Ruler Search for a Maun Safety Ruler, mine is 30cm 

3” Engineers Setsquare I got mine on eBay. 

Straight Edge Mine is 72”/185 cm, you should be able to 
google search for one, if not mine is from 
Abbey England. 

Dividers Look for a set with some chunky legs as these 
will not flex, alternatively look for wing dividers.  

Gel Pens Silver, gold and white work best as they will 
easily show up on your leather. 

Water soluble pencils Mine are the Stabilo banded ones  

https://discord.gg/mmybXGrrCZ
https://www.abbeyengland.com/


 

 

Rotary Knife Mine is a 60mm Olfa tools one, they are easily 
picked up eBay and replacement blades are 
also easy to come by. Works well when used 
with a ruler for cutting long straight edges. 

Thread Cutter Snips Handy for cutting thread nice and sort, can be 
picked up on eBay or at a local sewing store. 

Rotary Punch Look for one with the lever action bit, and this 
is where spending a bit more helps as I have 
brought cheaper ones in the past and they are 
not great. The Tenko brand is the one I prefer 
and they can be found on eBay for £35. 

Circle punches I am putting the circle punches in here as I got 
my set cheap on eBay, I wouldn’t normally buy 
this sort of tool on eBay but as I do not use 
them that often I thought I’d give them a try 
and they are actually ok.  

Stain Cloth - Linen Can be brought online easily and may be 
available in your local fabric/sewing store. 

Needles My preferred brand is John James and I like the 
saddlers harness needles in 004 size (these are 
the smaller ones which work great with my 
choice of thread which is 0.55mm) 

Crepe Rubber Great for removing excess glue from your work, 
I got mine from Linton Leathercraft Supply but 
you can also do a google search and find a 
range of purchasing options. 

Strop Board Flat piece of wood with a handle and leather 
attached, used with polishing compound to 
keep your tools sharp. A google search is 
probably your best option for this or you can 
make your own.  

Polishing Compound If you search for a polishing or sharpening 
compound you will find a range of options, look 
for one that is to be used with knives. You can 
apply this to your strop board and use to keep 
your tools in top condition.  

Oil Stone Something you may find handy is an oil stone, I 
only use mine on tools that really need it – ones 
which have been damaged or really, really, 
blunt ones which need reshaping. Look for a 
fine grit option.  

 

Specialty Leather Craft Retailer 

Item Description 

Scratch Awl/Round Awl Mine is the 2 ½” option from Osborne tools, 
though every leather craft retailer will have an 
option. 

Wing Dividers These are the better option or dividers as they 
will be nice and chunky and non-flexible, but 

https://lintonleather.com/


 

 

are likely to be more expensive that a set of 
engineers dividers.  

Craft Knife/Pattern Knife Small knife held like a pencil, handy for 
beginners using thinner leather and for cutting 
patterns.  

Specialist leather knife e.g. single head knife or 
a round knife. 

If you are ready to invest a bit more into your 
leather work then one of these knives are a 
great investment. I personally use the smaller 
single head knife as I find it easier to control 
than the larger round knife.  

Pairing Knife Pairing knife I have is Gorge Barnsley & Sons 
one that I picked up from Abbey England (you 
can also go direct) these are pretty in expensive 
and great for skiving thinner leather. 

Skiving Knife – Japanese Pattern A step up from the pairing knife is the skiving 
knife, I recommend the Japanese pattern 
option as this has a straight blade which will 
make it easier to sharpen for beginners.  

Clicker Knife An alternative to the craft knife, the blades can 
be easily changed. The blades are available in a 
straight or curved option – curved are better 
for cutting rounder/more complicated shapes. 
Can be brought separately or together. 

Strap Cutter Best if you are going to be doing a lot of strap 
work, basic one is easily picked up from most 
leather craft tool retailers and works very well. 
My larger option can be purchased via Vintage 
Studio Shop.  

Scissors These will need to be leather specific and 
would be best purchased from a leather craft 
tool retailer – most will stock a range. 

Rawhide/Polymer hammer  These tend to have less ‘bounce back’ than the 
wooden ones but do cost a bit more. With the 
rawhide option, this is likely to deform over 
time when using with metal punches.  

Flat Head Hammer (maybe known as a harness/ 
saddlers or cobblers hammer) 

Metal head with a flat end, used to help flatten 
stitches. You may also be able to find 
something similar at a hardware store/online 
marketplace you want the end to be wide and 
flat.  

Oval Punches I like to use these for the holes on belts, I 
suggest if you are going to be using them a lot 
then to invest in a nice one from a leather craft 
retailer. 

Strap End Punches (may also be known as 
English point punches) 

Used on the ends of straps they come in a 
variety of sizes and are usually sold individually. 
I don’t actually use these as I cut my own 
points, but I know others do use them. Best 
purchased from a speciality store as the quality 
will be higher. 

https://www.georgebarnsleyandsons.co.uk/
https://www.abbeyengland.com/
https://www.instagram.com/vintagestudioshop/
https://www.instagram.com/vintagestudioshop/


 

 

Crew/Oblong Punches Used for attaching buckles to straps they come 
I various sizes, again these are best purchased 
from a specialty store. 

Edge Bevellers  Again these come in many sizes, my most used 
measure 1mm and 3mm wide in the cutting 
area (most will be numbered in a sequence so 
be aware that the number marked on the tool 
may not related to the cutting size). I also use a 
2mm hollow edge tool which makes a rounder 
cut the back of belts and collars.  

Creaser I love my adjustable screw crease as I only need 
one tool and can crease many different sizes, 
you can also get fixed creasers (I recommend a 
1.5 – 2 mm iron if getting a fixed one). These 
will both need heating manually with a hob, 
flamethrower or alcohol heater lamp. You can 
also get some electric creasers but these are 
hugely expensive and require multiple tips.  

Stain I use a powder dye and mix my own (powders 
brought from Abbey England) or you can get 
some leather stains from multiple companies, 
Fiebings are a big brand in the leather staining 
world and can be purchased easily. Also 
Metropolitan Leather have their own brand of 
stain.  

Edge Paint If you are using chrome tanned leather or 
leather that does not take to burnishing, then 
edge paint is the way to go. Uniters is the best 
brand and can be purchased from A&A Crack & 
Sons in the UK and Rocky Mountain Leather 
Supply in the USA. 

Bone Folder  Both used for burnishing edges, and it is worth 
having one or both of these to use to get nice 
polished edges on your leather work. Can be 
easily picked up at a leather craft tool supplier.  

Wood Burnisher 

Drying Stand If you are making a lot of smaller pieces of 
leather work and are using edge paint a drying 
stand is really helpful. Mine is from Linton 
Leathercraft Supply here in the UK.  

Diamond Chisels Great for those who are just getting into 
leather craft, I recommend a 4mm set for those 
just starting as this is a great size (not too big or 
small). Usually sold as a set and means you do 
not need a stitching awl as you can punch them 
all the way through your leather work. 

Pricking Irons For those looking for a more premium marker 
or wanting to learn the more traditional way of 
stitching then the pricking irons are the way to 
go. My set is 3.38mm (which is about 8 stitches 
per inch) which is a great place to start. These 

https://www.abbeyengland.com/
https://www.metropolitanleather.com/
https://www.aacrack.co.uk/
https://www.aacrack.co.uk/
https://www.rmleathersupply.com/
https://www.rmleathersupply.com/
https://lintonleather.com/
https://lintonleather.com/


 

 

are more expensive than the diamond chisels 
and sold both individually and in sets.  

Stitching Awl These are easily sourced from most leather 
craft tool retailers, if you are a beginner, I 
recommend getting one that is already 
assembled or one with a removeable blade.  

Clams Depending on your set up there are a few 
different options here. I use the saddler’s clams 
or you can get a desk top mounted set. Most 
suppliers will have one option you can look at. 
For desk top ones, the brand of choice seems t 
be Dream Factory Tools 

Edge Rougher Roughs up the surface of the leather ready for 
gluing, mine is 4mm wide there are a range of 
sizes from my researching. In the UK Linton 
Leathercraft Supply is a great source and in the 
USA Rocky Mountain Leather Supply.  

Stitch Groove Used if you want to sink your stitches into your 
work and in conjunction with a French shave 
for reducing the thickness of leather along an 
edge. Can be picked up from most leather craft 
tool retailers. 

French Shave Great for reducing the thickness of vegetable 
tanned leather over an area or when used with 
a stitch groove on the gussets of bags. Comes in 
a range of sizes (mine is 3/8”/9 mm wide). 

 

Suppliers List 

Below is a list of suppliers that are well established to be reputable. I have not purchased from all of 

these, but they all seem to be good. However, you will have to make your own judgement call on 

who you choose to purchase your tools from. 

One company you may have noticed that I have not listed or said anywhere is Amazon, please 

beware if you do choose to purchase your tools from Amazon as they are likely to be not a great 

quality tool and you will end up purchasing again elsewhere.  

While I have split the suppliers up by location, most will offer international shipping so don’t be put 

off by their location in proximity to yours.  

UK Suppliers: 

Metropolitan Leather 

Abbey England 

Gorge Barnsley & Sons 

Pro Atelier Plus 

Linton Leathercraft Supply 

A&A Crack & Sons 

EU Suppliers: 

Vergez Blanchard - France 

Laederiet - Denmark 

https://dreamfactorytools.com/
https://lintonleather.com/
https://lintonleather.com/
https://www.rmleathersupply.com/
https://www.metropolitanleather.com/
https://www.abbeyengland.com/
https://www.georgebarnsleyandsons.co.uk/
https://www.proatelierplus.com/
https://lintonleather.com/
https://www.aacrack.co.uk/
https://vergez-blanchard.fr/en/
https://laederiet.com/


 

 

Vintage Studio Shop - Russia 

Leather House Europe - Denmark 

USA/Canada 

Rocky Mountain Leather Supply - USA 

Buckle Guy - USA 

Osborne Tools - USA 

Weaver Leather Supply - USA 

Little King Supply Co - Canada 

Lonsdale Leather - Canada 

 

Rest of the world 

Dream Factory Tools – Korea 

Charter Made – South Africa 

Leffler – Australia 

Lapco – New Zealand  

https://www.instagram.com/vintagestudioshop/
https://www.leatherhouse.eu/
https://www.rmleathersupply.com/
https://www.buckleguy.com/
https://www.csosborne.com/
https://www.weaverleathersupply.com/
https://littlekingsupplyco.com/
https://lonsdaleleather.com/
https://dreamfactorytools.com/
https://chartermade.com/
https://www.leffler.com.au/
https://lapco.co.nz/

