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What motivated you to take up design? 
AM: I believe creative thinking was encouraged 
more than anything else in my family, which 
incidentally is a family of lawyers. My parents 
always encouraged my sisters and myself to think 
out of the box in everything we did. My interest 
in design stemmed from a fascination with all 
things creative. As a child, my eye was drawn more 
towards the finer details of things - the knob on 
a door, a brass buckle on a bag. The experience 
of interacting with an object seemed extremely 
fascinating to me. As a psychology and sociology 
major in high school, the study of how people 
perceive things trickled into my fascination of how 
people perceive design. It is this understanding that 
has helped me use design as a universal tool for 
experiential learning. I pursued a BFA in Industrial 
Design from the Rhode Island School of Design  
in the US.

Why did you opt for furniture design?
AM: I chose furniture because everyone across the 
world engages with it. Just like cutlery or clothing, 
it is a commodity that continues to be a necessity 
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across cultures, therefore making it 
timeless in nature. I wanted this universal 
medium to act as an expression of 
different ideals through design.

Tell us something about Josmo Studio. 
AM: Josmo is a boutique furniture design 
studio, creating individualist, bespoke 
furniture that caters to the specific needs 
of the buyer. We offer a wide choice in 
systems and loose furniture ranging 
from bookshelves, wardrobes, and beds, 
to tables, sofas, chairs and storage. All 
our pieces are created from locally 
sourced materials. We usually use wood, 
metal and fabric for all our furniture.

I started Josmo Studio in 2010 in a very 
organic way. I had moved home from 

New York after getting frustrated with 
the lack of responsibility given to me at 
work. With a lot of time on my hands, 
I started making things for friends and 
family that wanted well designed items 
in their homes. My first breakthrough 
came with a large project I did for a 
private client in New Delhi – I had the 
opportunity to make furniture for their 
entire home. With just a little push from 
my father, I decided to get a space, build 
a team and service this large project. One 
project came after the next and the rest 
is history… 

What does the name ‘Josmo’ mean?
AM: The term ‘Josmo’ comes from a very 
personal space; ‘Joss’ means luck in 
Chinese. I am the eldest of three girls 
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and as a child, my parents called me 
‘An-Joss’ because they believed that my 
birth brought luck into the family and 
its prosperity. Close friends and family 
began to call me Joss and that became 
a nickname of sorts moving forward. I 
wanted the studio to have a personal 
name that was not obviously linked to 
my name. Jos, from my nickname, paired 
with the first two letters of my last name 
Mody, made Josmo. 

What do you keep in mind while 
designing a piece of furniture? 
AM: As most of the pieces today are 
custom made, our main focus lies 
on transforming radical ideas into 
purposeful furniture. While 
the studio’s strengths lie 
in designing and building 
contemporary furniture, 
our priority is to create 
pieces of furniture that are 
expressive of the client’s 
personality. Our research is 
driven towards practicality, 
detailing and usability of the  

piece so that the end product is 
representative of the marriage between 
form and function

What are you currently working on?
AM: Alongside working on a few large 
residential projects, Josmo is currently 
in the process of building a couple of 
in-house furniture collections due to 
launch in the coming year. Our model is 
going to be moving from being a custom 
made studio to a studio that focuses on 
building product collections ranging 
from furniture to lighting.
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What, in your view, is an ideal piece of furniture?
AM: An ideal piece of furniture is something that tests the boundaries between form 
and function; something that portrays ‘out of box’ thinking.

Is furniture design in India esthetics-driven or functionality-driven? 
AM: Currently, there is a great disparity between both trends. A very small 
percentage of the Indian market has found the perfect balance between the two. 
While a large base of customers is looking for functionality versus form, there are a 
few patrons that recognize the need for artistry in design.

I believe the next 10 years are going to be very crucial for the Indian design industry; 
innovation is going to play a major role in recognizing that affordable design is 
essential for the Indian customer base. Hopefully, this will open India up to a global 
understanding of design and expose consumers to the value of good design.

What keeps you inspired?
AM: Competition and innovation in design keeps me inspired. I hope to provide  
India with a global standard of furniture design and finishing that is both esthetic 
and utilitarian. 

 anjali@josmostudio.com
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