
This pack contains everything that you need to start a book club plus some 
resources for people who already have an established group… 

So why should you start a book club? 
A book club can become a wonderful social group, if you and some friends are 
keen readers then creating a book club could be a perfect thing to do this year! 

 

You'll have the chance 
to read a more diverse 

selection of books.

1
You’ll discover new 

authors you never knew 
you would love.

2
You have the chance to 
talk books with fellow 

bibliophiles.

3

If you relish a good 
debate but not about 

politics, a book club is a 
great group to join.

You'll get the chance to 
make new friends or to 

discover more about 
existing ones!

There will be wine.
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So who do you ask to join? 

It’s often better to start with friends you already know, importantly ones who 
you respect, trust and can be open with.  Talking about books can stir up 
personal things and ideas which can make it a rather vulnerable experience 
at times.  You will want to find friends within your circle who will encourage 
you to be honest and to share your thoughts. 

That said, you want a diverse group who will have different points of view and 
will spark some really interesting discussions! 

What kind of Book club do you really want? 

Answer this question honestly together, how much do you actually want to 
discuss the book?! 

It’s such an important question because it’s the reason many book clubs fail is 
because expectations aren’t clearly laid out beforehand and group members 
tend to have differing ideas on where priorities should lie. 

Some groups only want to talk about the books at the meetings.  For them, 
extra chat and small talk is really frustrating so if this is the type of group you 
want to create make sure set that expectation at the beginning. 

Other groups want to split the meetings with some catching up and 
socialising at first but then about an hour in the host moves it on into 
seriously talking about the book for at least an hour or so.  Then they might 
have an additional half hour talking about what book they want to choose 
next before wrapping up. 

 

What is the ideal size of the group? 

Eight to ten members is ideal, as you’ll still have a good turnout if a few people 
cancel, but your meeting won’t be overwhelmed by voices if everybody does 
make it on the night. 



 

Where, when and how? 

You will need to decide whether it will be at a member’s home or at 
an outside venue such as a cafe or a pub - most groups decide to 
take it in turns to host at their houses. How often is of course up to 
you, many clubs will meet up monthly but you could make it 
quarterly if that suits your group better. 

Try to maintain a regular schedule for your meetings; if you know 
that you have book club on the first Tuesday of every month, it 
makes it much easier for everyone to plan to be there. 

Don’t be afraid to skip a few months though, many clubs will only 
meet 10 times a year with December skipped as it’s often a busy time for people and then maybe July or 
August too as it’s often holiday time. You will decide what works best for your book club. 

Your book club rules 

Decide on the parameters for your meetings early on, determining guidelines at the beginning will add to 
the structure of your book club and help ensure its success. You may agreed to stick to a certain style, 
length or genre of book. Keep it casual though, a book club meeting should always feel relaxed and 
friendly.  

How do we decide the book of the month? 

Assign each member a month and then have them solely responsible for deciding what your group will be 
reading that month. Everyone will feel engaged and involved plus you should end up with a diverse range 
of books chosen. 

Name your Book Club! 

Time to come up with a clever name for your club, something 
meaningful to you or here are some suggestions: 

Bookworm Biddies 
ChickLits 
Friends, Wines & Books 
Literary Alliance 
Reading Between the Wines 
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Some book club top tips… 

 

 

While there should 
be some 

refreshments (and 
wine!) served at a 

book club meeting, 
try not to over do the 

food.  

It can be a 
distraction, and can 

set an unrealistic 
precedent for future 

meetings. Keep it 
light and simple.

Be a great listener. 

 Some of the very 
best book club 

discussions happen 
when the group is 

divided in their 
opinion of the book 
and a debate can be 
invigorating, but only 
if everybody gets an 

equal chance to 
speak.

Have a list of talking 
points ready.  

The host of the book 
club has the 

responsibility to keep 
the discussion on 
point and moving 

along.  

To help this, the host 
could have a list of 

general talking points 
and questions to 

refer to if needed.

Read the book! 
  

It’s not always going 
to be possible but try 

to read the entire 
book.  

Although if you don’t 
manage to finish it still 

attend the meeting 
and give input for 

what you did read  - 
then next month, start 

the book earlier!!

Have a discussion 
about what you liked 
and didn’t like about 
the TYPE of book at 

the end of the 
evening. 

Was it rather too 
deep? Not deep 

enough? Too long? It 
will take a little while 
to find the right feel 
for book choices that 
suits your group of 

friends.
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Some questions to kickstart your conversations… 
 

About book structure 

• Does the the book’s setting affect the theme, characters and plot?  

• What was the inciting moment of this book, the circumstance that sets this book in motion? 

• Does the author use language in a way that's different or striking?  

• What do you think of the title of the book? 

• How did the setting of this book (location, time period, or both) impact the story? 

• What is your favourite line or passage? 

• How do you think the book could have been improved? 

•  Do you feel there are any holes or loose ends in the story? 

• Did you find the plot predictable? 

• Is there something about the book you didn't understand? 

• If you could ask the author a question about the book what would it be? 

• How does the structure of the book, such as using flashbacks or varying points of view, affect this story? 
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About Characters 

• Do you like the characters?  

• Which character did you identify most with? 

• who was your least favourite character and why? 

• How did the writer manage to bring the characters to life?  

• Did the book's characters  remind you of any in another book?      

• if you could meet one of the characters, who would it be and why? 

• Do any of the main characters change over the course of the book? 

• Did you change your opinions about any of the characters?      

• What flaws and strengths does the protagonist have? 

• What motives the characters?  

Addressing Deeper Themes 

•Did you notice any themes? Self-discovery? Change of power?  

•Did you notice any symbolism in the story?  

•What's this book's greatest strength and it’s biggest weakness? 

• What do you think the author was trying to do with the book? 
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Beyond the book 

•Did this book fit neatly into one genre or cross a number?  

•Did the book address any social issues?  

•What do you think happens after the book ends?  

• if you were in the characters' shoes would you have made the same choices?  

• Do you think the book would make a good film? What actors would suit the main roles? 
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Check out the printable stationery that comes with this set to help organise your book club!


