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BIG IDEA: I can tell everyone that Jesus is alive. 

BIBLE BASIS: Matthew 27:32–28:10 

KEY VERSE: “He is not here. He has risen, just as he said he would!” 

Matthew 28:6 

 

15–20 minutes 

20–25 minutes 

25–35 minutes 
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Let’s pretend for a moment you just found out that Bill Gates is going to give you 1% of 

his wealth. 1% of most people’s net worth might sound pretty measly, but we’re talking about Bill 

Gates here! 1% of 79.2 billion dollars is 792 million. What would you do first, besides erupting in 

an embarrassingly loud celebration? Post it on Facebook? Call your family and friends? 

Schedule an interview on Good Morning America? If you were able to refrain from shouting it to 

the world, you certainly couldn’t keep from telling someone. 

Now let’s pretend that you just found out God is going to give you a new life of eternal 

hope. How would you react? Would you erupt in celebration? Would you tell someone? 

Everyone? Would you react the way that Peter did?  

 

“Give praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. In his great mercy he has 

given us a new birth and a living hope. This hope is living because Jesus Christ rose 

from the dead. He has given us new birth so that we might share in what belongs to him. 

This is a gift that can never be destroyed. It can never spoil or even fade away. It is kept 

in heaven for you.” 1 Peter 1:3–4. 

 

Peter tells us that we’ve been given an opportunity to share in “what belongs to [Jesus].” 

And what belongs to Jesus is infinitely better than all of the wealth in the world. Earthly treasure 

is temporary, but this gift from God is eternal; it can never be destroyed or fade away. We just 

won the eternal lottery and it never runs out! That’s what Peter found his joy in: 

 

“Because you know all this, you have great joy. You have joy even though you may have 

had to suffer for a little while. Your faith is worth more than gold. That’s because gold 

can pass away even when fire has made it pure. Your faith is meant to bring praise, 

honor and glory to God. This will happen when Jesus Christ returns.” I Peter 1:6–7 

 

On this day of great celebration, I hope and pray that you can find this joy that Peter 

talks about. More than that, I hope you’re able to spread the joy of Jesus’ eternal gift to 

everyone around you. 

 

 

Mindy Rausch 

GO! Team Member 
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Dealing with Difficult Kids 
 

If you’re like a lot of other children’s ministry leaders, when you signed up for the job, you may 

have imagined yourself pouring out wisdom to a group of kids as they sat in wide-eyed wonder 

of everything you said. They laughed when they were supposed to laugh, they talked when they 

were supposed to talk, and they followed your instructions without deviation. But if you’ve been 

on the job for any length of time, you know that’s pure fantasy. The truth is that most kids are 

very well-behaved most of the time, but there’s always one! You know the one I’m talking about. 

You might even be picturing their face right now. If your heart rate is beginning to rise, take a 

deep breath. Here are a few tips to help you keep difficult kids from wreaking havoc on your 

group: 

 

Don’t hesitate to separate kids. If you have two kids in your group nicknamed “Dynamite” and 

“Fire,” don’t sit them next to each other! Some kids just make lethal combinations and when put 

together, they lose all ability to control their behavior. Simply ask one of the kids to move so 

they’re no longer seated together. 

Have a consistent set of consequences. Having consequences for misbehavior is a way of 

creating boundaries. Kids love boundaries. In fact, they thrive when trusted adults create and 

enforce boundaries. State the consequences ahead of time so that all of the kids are aware of 

them. You might use something like the “3 Strike” rule. Work with your ministry leader to 

determine what the different strikes mean or find out if there’s already an established set of 

consequences for your ministry. 

Include the parents in the problem. No one knows the kids in your group better than their 

parents do. Not only can the parents give you insight into the source of the problem, they can 

probably help you fix it as well. Talk to your ministry leader ahead of time to find out if there’s 

any way he or she can assist you with that conversation. 

Don’t be afraid they’ll stop liking you. A lot of small group leaders have a fear that if they 

enforce boundaries, their kids will no longer like them. Actually, the exact opposite is true. When 

you create and enforce boundaries, kids will respect you. And the more they respect you, the 

more they’ll like you. You might be surprised to find out that the kids you have the closest 

relationship with are often the ones you’ve had to discipline the most. 
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That silly little gopher has done it again and now we have an Easter emergency. Topher the 

Gopher has hidden our Easter story pictures inside the Bible story drawing. No worries, though! 

The preschool kids are on the hunt. During “Topher’s Easter Seek and Find,” preschoolers will 

seek high and low within the drawing to find the hidden pictures. Once found, the pictures will 

help tell the greatest story ever—the story of a Love that’s more powerful than death. 

 

• Print the “Easter Eggs and Pictures” double-sided on 8½ x 11 cardstock. On one side of 

the paper should be the Easter egg and on the other side should be the picture. Cut the 

eggs out and tape them in various locations around the room so the Easter egg side is 

visible, but the picture is not. 

• Print the “Bible Story Seek and Find” (1 per child) on 8½ x 11 paper.  

• Print one set of the “Enlarged Bible Story Pictures” on 8½ x 11 paper. Place in the 

storytelling area. This set of pictures will be held up by the teacher so the children know 

what picture to look for. 

• Place a box of crayons or markers in the room. There should be enough for every child 

to have one crayon or marker. 

• If using the non-video options for the Topher segments of the lesson, print the Topher’s 

Storytime Rules signs and Topher’s Big Idea signs on 8½ x 11 cardstock paper and 

place in the story time area. See the Resource Folder for the printable signs and for 

more instructions on how to perform the non-video options. 
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Slide:   show title graphic 

Music:  (optional) play upbeat music as children enter the storytelling area 

 

WELCOME AND MUSIC 

 
As children enter the story time area, give them a high-energy welcome—smile, wave, give high 
fives, and tell them you’re glad to see them. For added energy during the transition, play a fun 
song that the children are familiar with. When the children have all arrived, play one or two 
upbeat worship songs of your choosing and lead the kids in singing. 
 
Music:   play one or two upbeat worship songs 

 
After the songs, help the children sit down by saying the following rhyme with them: 
 
Topher the Gopher 1, 2, 3. (Clap on each number.) 
Digs a hole right under me. (Make a motion as if digging with a shovel.) 
Slowly I start sinking down. (Twist your body back and forth, lower and lower to the ground.) 
Until I’m sitting on the ground. (Sit down on ground or chair.) 
 

BIG IDEA AND BIBLE VERSE 
 
Large Group Leader: It’s here, it’s here—Easter is here! On the count of 3, let’s all shout, 
HAPPY EASTER! (Count to 3 and shout.) I see so many new boys and girls this morning. I’m 
so, so glad you’re here today because we need your help. You see, Topher the Gopher got 
ahold of our Bible story pictures. That silly little gopher hid the pictures in our Bible story 
drawing. We’ll have to seek and find the pictures if we want to hear today’s Bible story. 
 
Today’s true Bible story is going to teach us that I can tell everyone that Jesus is alive. That’s 
our Big Idea for the day. Let’s say it together. (Repeat Big Idea with children.) I can tell 
everyone that Jesus is alive. It’s true! I can tell everyone that Jesus is alive. In fact, our 
memory verse from the Bible tells us that Jesus is alive. Let me teach it to you. 
 
“He is not here (shake head and wave hands in “no” motion). He is risen (lift open palm 
upward), just as he said he would (cup hands around mouth)!” Matthew 28:6 (extend hands like 
you’re holding a book). 
 
Let’s do that together. (Repeat Memory Verse with children 2 or 3 times.) 
 

  

http://www.gocurriculum.com/


  
Large Group Lesson | Preschool 

© 2019 Mooblio. All rights reserved. GO! Curriculum 6 
    

STORY TIME RULES 
 
Wow—nice job! I think you are ready for the Bible story. Before we get started, though, I think 
we should go over our three story time rules. 
 
Video:   play “Topher Story Time Rules” video 

 
(Note: Play the “Topher Story Time Rules” video or use the Story Time Rules script found in the 
Resource Folder.) 
 

TOPHER’S EASTER SEEK AND FIND INTRO 
 
I love Easter egg hunts! Do you love Easter egg hunts too? (Children respond.) I have an idea—
let’s go on an Easter egg hunt together and discover other great things about Easter. (Ahead of 
time, print the Easter eggs on cardstock paper and tape them around the room. On the backside 
of each egg will be a picture. If you have a smaller number of children, have them hop to the 
egg when they find it. If you have a larger number of children, you may want to tell them to 
remain seated and point to the egg when they find it.)  
 
Can you find the purple Easter egg? (Retrieve the egg and turn over to reveal a bunny.) It’s a 
bunny! Who likes petting bunnies at Easter time? (Children respond.) Can you find the green 
Easter egg? (Retrieve the egg and turn over to reveal an Easter basket.) It’s an Easter basket. 
Did anyone get an Easter basket today? (Children respond.) Can you find the pink Easter egg? 
(Retrieve the egg and turn over to reveal candy.) It’s candy! What’s your favorite Easter candy 
to eat? (Children respond.)  
 
Bunnies, baskets, and candy are such a fun part of Easter, but that’s not why we celebrate 
Easter. Let’s find one more Easter egg to find out the real reason we celebrate Easter. Can you 
find the blue Easter egg? (Retrieve the egg and turn over to reveal Jesus.) It’s Jesus! During 
Easter time, we celebrate the good news that Jesus is alive!  
 
If you’re ready to hear the Easter story from the Bible, wiggle your fingers in the air and repeat 
these special words after me: It’s true, it’s true, the Bible is true!  (Children wiggle fingers and 
repeat. As they do this, hold the open Bible in front of you.) 
 
Slide:   show the “Jesus is Alive” Illustration 

 

BIG BIBLE STORY—JESUS IS ALIVE 
 
(Note: Give each child a Seek and Find page and a crayon or marker. Each of the story pictures 
will be hidden within the Bible Story Drawing like a “seek and find.” When indicated, hold up the 
enlarged picture so the children can see what they’re looking for, then have them find and circle 
it in the drawing.) 
 
Let’s get our Bible story started by looking for the first hidden picture. (Hold up enlarged 
picture of a cross.) Can you find a picture of a cross hidden in the drawing? (Give the children 
a moment to find and circle it.) Way to go! Jesus told everyone that He’s the Son of God. It’s 
true, He really is the Son of God, but His enemies didn’t believe Him. They wanted to stop Him 
from saying that, so they put Him on a cross. First they attached one hand to the cross (hold out 
one hand to the side). Then they attached the other hand to the cross (hold out the other hand 
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to the side). Then they attached His feet to the cross (put feet together). Jesus stayed on the 
cross for six hours and then He died. It was a very, very sad day. But the story doesn’t stay sad. 
 
Let’s look for our second hidden picture. (Hold up enlarged picture of a tomb.) Can you find a 
picture of a tomb in the drawing? (Give the children a moment to find and circle it.) Great work!  
A tomb is like a small cave where dead people are buried. After Jesus died, one of His friends 
took Him off of the cross and put His body in a tomb. Then He rolled a big stone in front of the 
opening of the tomb. Let’s pretend to push the big stone. (Pretend to struggle while pushing a 
big stone.) Great job! After the stone was in place, some guards stood by the tomb so that 
nobody could get in. 
 
Let’s look for our third hidden picture. (Hold up enlarged picture of a number 3.) Can you find 
a number 3 in the drawing? (Give the children a moment to find and circle it.) You did it! Let’s 
count to 3 together. (Count aloud to 3 using your fingers.) 3 days later, two women named Mary 
went to visit the tomb. When they got there, there was a powerful earthquake.  
 
Let’s look for our fourth hidden picture. (Hold up enlarged picture of an angel.) Can you find 
an angel in the drawing? (Give the children a moment to find and circle it.) Good job! An angel 
of God came down from heaven and rolled back the big stone. The guards were so afraid they 
began to shake. Let’s pretend to shake with fear. (Shake with children.) Then the guards fainted 
to the ground like dead men. But the angel told the women, “Don’t be afraid. I know you’re 
looking for Jesus. But He is not here! He has risen, just as he said he would!” 
 
Let’s look for our fifth hidden picture. (Hold up enlarged picture of a happy face.) Can you 
find a happy face in the drawing? (Give the children a moment to find and circle it.) Way to go! 
The women were so happy! They ran to tell the disciples the good news. Let’s pretend to run 
like the disciples. (Run in place while chanting the following lines.) We’re running, we’re running, 
we’re running to tell the good news. (Repeat 3 times.) And stop! Suddenly, as the women were 
running, Jesus appeared to them and said “Greetings!” The women knew it was true—Jesus is 
alive and He really is the Son of God. So they kneeled at His feet and worshipped Him. It was 
the happiest day ever! 
 

MUSIC AND CLOSING 
 
(Encourage the children to stand up. Lead them in a worship song of your choice. Following the 
song, use the rhyme from earlier to help the children sit down again.) 
 
Music:   play one worship song 

 
Easter is such a special day! It’s the day that Jesus came back to life. It makes me so excited 
that I want to tell everyone the good news. Hey—that gives me an idea. In our story for today, 
the two women ran to tell everyone that, “Jesus is alive!” Maybe we can tell everyone that Jesus 
is alive too. 
 
Let’s practice telling our mommies and daddies. Run in place with me, then we can all shout, 
“Mommy and daddy, Jesus is alive!” (Run in place with the children for a few seconds then stop 
and shout.) Great job, now let’s tell our grandmas and grandpas. (Repeat above instructions.) 
Now let’s tell our friends. (Repeat above instructions.) Who else do you think we should tell? 
(Take a few answers. For each answer, repeat the above instructions. When finished, direct the 
children to sit down.) 
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Did you know that some people don’t know about Jesus? We can help those people by telling 
them the good news of Easter. We can tell everyone that Jesus is alive. 
 

TOPHER’S BIG IDEA 
 
Hey—that’s our Big Idea for today! I think we should tell it to our parents when we see them. 
Maybe we should practice first. (Appear to be thinking.) Hmm…who could we practice telling? I 
know! We could tell our friend, Topher the Gopher. Let’s see if we can find him. 
 
(Play “Topher’s Big Idea Video 1” or, for a non-video option, print out the “Topher’s Big Idea 
Cards” ahead of time and hold up card #1. See the “Topher’s Big Idea” document in the 
Resource Folder for more suggestions on how to perform the non-video option.) 
 
Video:  play “Topher’s Big Idea Video 1” 

 
(Whisper.) Uh-oh. It looks like Topher is asleep. I think we should wake him up. When he wakes 
up, we can all tell him I can tell everyone that Jesus is alive. On the count of 3, let’s all yell, 
“Topher the Gopher, wake up, wake up!” (Count to 3 and yell with kids. Then play “Topher’s Big 
Idea Video 2” or hold up card #2.) 
 
Video:  play “Topher’s Big Idea Video 2” 

 
Topher: Hey, what’s the Big Idea? 
 
Children and Large Group Leader: I can tell everyone that Jesus is alive. (Repeat the Big 
Idea several times. When finished, play “Topher’s Big Idea Video 3” or hold up card #3.) 
 

Video:  play “Topher’s Big Idea Video 3” 

 

Topher: Wow! That is a Big Idea! Thanks for telling me! Goodbye kids. (Encourage kids to 

wave goodbye to Topher as he disappears back into his hole.) 

 

Large Group Leader: Let’s say a prayer together and tell Jesus how happy we are that He is 

alive. (Encourage kids to repeat the following prayer after you.) 

 

Dear Jesus, 

Thank you for dying on the cross for us. 

And for taking away our sins. 

We are so happy that you are alive again. 

We love you, Jesus. 

Amen. 
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Along with your other play time activities, present the following activity to children as they first 
arrive in the preschool room. Choose a leader to facilitate the activity. The activity is designed to 
introduce kids to the Bible story and Big Idea for the day. 
 

COLORED CROSS 
Supplies: Cross template (1 per child), tissue paper squares (equivalent of 1 sheet per child), 
glue sticks, scissors, optional: watercolor paints 
 
Directions: Give each child a Cross template. Have the children glue colored squares of tissue 
paper onto the cross so that it overlaps the edges of the cross. When finished, help the children 
cut the cross out and write their names on the back. Optional: instead of using tissue paper, you 
can also use watercolor paints or any other artistic medium. 
 
Say: In today’s true Bible story, Jesus died on a cross. It was a very, very sad day. But the story 
doesn’t stay sad. Three days later, something amazing happened. In just a little bit, we’re going 
to hear all about it and learn that I can tell everyone that Jesus is alive!  
 
Question: Why do you think we celebrate Easter? 
 
 

  

After the large group story time is over, help the children transition into the small group activity 
time. There are multiple activity options designed to help kids remember the Bible story and Big 
Idea, discover personal application, and to respond to God through art, prayer, and Bible 
reading. Offer as many activities as your time and space allows. 
 

EGG SHAKERS (Application Activity) 
Supplies: Plastic Easter eggs (1–2 per child), jelly beans or rice (enough to fill each egg half 
way), tape (1 roll per group), music player (1), Easter worship song (1, see Supply List for a 
recommendation.) 
 
Say: In today’s true Bible story, we learned that Jesus died on a cross, but then God raised Him 
from the dead. During Easter time, we celebrate the good news that Jesus is alive! We’re going 
to make musical instruments and have our very own Easter celebration.  
 
Directions: Give each child one or two plastic Easter eggs. Have them open their eggs and fill 
one half with jelly beans. (If you prefer, you can substitute jelly beans with rice.) Place the 
Easter eggs back together and help the children put tape on the seam so they don’t break open. 
Next, play an Easter worship song and have the children dance and shake their eggs to the 
song. While the children are dancing and shaking, periodically pause the music and shout 
“freeze!” Instruct the children to freeze in place and shout, “Jesus is alive!” Begin playing the 
music again and have the children resume their celebration. Continue until the song is over.  
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TELE-FRIEND (Application Activity) 
Supplies: Cellphone Printout cards (1 per child), markers or crayons 
 
Say: Today we learned that Jesus is alive. That’s the best news ever! I think we should tell 
everyone. Let’s play a game that helps us practice telling everyone that Jesus is alive. 
 
Directions: Give each child a Cellphone Printout card and have them color their phone with 
markers or crayons. When finished, ask the children who they want to call and tell, “Jesus is 
alive.” After each answer, pretend to dial the phone with the children. Make “beep” and “boop” 
sounds while dialing. Next, hold the phone to your ear with the children and say (for example), 
“Hello mommies! The children want to tell you…” then prompt the children to say into their 
phone, “Jesus is alive!” Hang up, then repeat for another person. Continue until every child has 
been able to suggest a person to call. 
 
Question: Who could you tell the Easter story to? What would you tell them? 

 
 
HOP TO IT (Bible Memorization Activity) 
Supplies: None 
 
Today’s Bible verse: 
“He is not here (shake head and wave hands in “no” motion). He is risen (lift open palm 
upward), just as he said he would (cup hands around mouth)!” Matthew 28:6 (extend hands like 
you’re holding a book). 
 
Directions: Practice the verse together several times. Next, have one child choose an area of 
the room to hop to, then together as a group, hop to it like a bunny. When you arrive, say the 
Bible verse together. Continue hopping to different areas of the room and reciting the verse. 
Allow different children to choose which area to hop to. As the game continues, have the 
children hop in the manners listed below.  
 
Bunny Hops: 

• Hop on one foot 

• Hop backwards 

• Hop in slow motion 

• Hop sideways 

• Hop like a giant rabbit 

• Hop like a silly rabbit 

• Hop like a sleepy rabbit 

• Hop like a wolf is chasing you 

• Hop like you’re in a tornado 

• Hop like a tiny rabbit
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PICTURE THIS (Bible Story Review Activity) 
Supplies: Bible story pictures (1 set per group) 
 
Directions: Place the Bible story pictures in the middle of the group. Each picture goes along 
with a portion of the Bible story. Mix the pictures up so they are not in the correct order of the 
story. Ask the children which picture comes first. When they correctly identify the first picture, 
ask what happened during that portion of the story. Continue until they have recounted the 
entire story. 
 
Pictures in the correct order: 
Cross: Jesus’ enemies put Him on a cross and he died.  
Tomb: Jesus’ body was put in a tomb and a big stone was rolled in front of the opening. 
#3: Three days later, two women named Mary went to visit the tomb. 
Angel: While they were there, an angel appeared and rolled the big stone away. He told the 
women, “Do not be afraid. Jesus is not here. He has risen.” 
Happy face: The women were so happy. They ran to tell the disciples the good news, then 
Jesus appeared to them. It was true—Jesus is alive! 
 
 

JESUS IS ALIVE (Response to God Activity) 
Supplies: GO! Home Guide (printed on back of seek and find sheet, 1 per child), markers or 
crayons. 
 
Directions: Give each child a GO! Home Guide and some crayons or markers. The sheet will 
have a space for children to draw. Tell the children to draw a picture of a friend. When finished, 
have the children show their picture and tell about their friend. 
 
Question: If you could tell your friend about Jesus, what would you say? 
 
Say: Today we learned that we can tell everyone that Jesus is alive. Let’s say a prayer and 
ask Jesus to help us tell our friends about Him. 
 
Prayer: Begin by asking if any of the children would like to pray. Allow any children who want to 
pray the opportunity to do so. When they’re finished, close the prayer by asking Jesus to help 
each of the children tell their friends and family that He is alive. 
 
 

COLORING AND SNACK TIME (GO! Deeper Activity) 
Supplies: Seek and Find page (printed on back of GO! Home Guide, 1 per child), markers or 
crayons, snack of your choice, napkins. 
 
Directions: Give each child a Bible story coloring sheet and some crayons or markers. While 
the children are coloring, give them a snack to eat and ask the following questions to help them 
go deeper into the story: 
 
Question: Jesus is alive! Why do you think that is such good news? 
 
Question: Who are you going to tell about Jesus? What are you going to say? 
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Large Group Supplies  

What you need: Amount: Note: 

Easter Eggs and Pictures printout 1 See Resource Folder. Print double-sided on 8½ x 
11 cardstock. The eggs should be on one side 
and pictures on the other. 

Bible Story Seek and 
Find_Preschooler 

1 per child See Resource Folder. Print on 8½ x 11 paper. 

Enlarged Bible Story 
Pictures_Teacher 

1 set  See Resource Folder. Print on 8½ x 11 cardstock. 

Markers or crayons 1 per child  

Upbeat transition music (optional)  For transitioning to story time. 

GO! Media (slides, sound and 

video) 

 See Resource Folder. Download ahead of time 

and place in media presentation software such as 

PowerPoint, Media Shout or ProPresenter. 

Worship tracks 2-3 Choose from the worship songs that your ministry 

enjoys singing and drop them into your media 

presentation software along with the GO! media. 

Topher Printables (Optional) 1 set Only needed if not using the Topher videos. See  

the Resource Folder for more info.  

 

Small Group Supplies 

Activity What you need: Amount: Note: 

Colored Cross Cross template 1 per child See Resource Folder. Print on 

8½ x 11 paper. 

 Tissue paper squares Equivalent of 

1 sheet/child 

Provide multiple colors. 

 Glue sticks   

 Scissors   

 Optional: watercolor 

paints 

  

Egg Shakers Plastic Easter eggs 1–2 per child  

 Jelly beans or rice *see note Enough to fill each egg half way. 

 Tape 1 roll/group  

 Music player 1  

 Easter worship song 1 Suggested: “1, 2, 3” by Yancy. 

Mp3 available on Amazon 

Music. Music video available on 

Worship House Media. 

http://www.gocurriculum.com/
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Tele-Friend Cellphone Printout 

cards 

1 per child See Resource Folder. Print on 

8½ x 11 cardstock and cut apart. 

 Markers or crayons   

Picture This “Bible Story Pictures” 1 set/group See Resource Folder. Print on 

8½ x 11 paper. Cut along dotted 

lines. 

Jesus is Alive GO! Home 

Guide_Parent Take 

Home 

1 per child Print on 8½ x 11 paper. For this 

unit you can print on back side of 

Seek and Find page. 

 Markers or crayons   

Coloring Sheet/Snack Bible Story Seek and 

Find Page 

1 per child This was used during the Seek 

and Find portion of the Large 

Group. Kids can now color.   

 Markers or crayons   

 Snack of your choice 1 per child  
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