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BOYS AND GIRLS
The challenges crew face 

working in a department typically 

dominated by the opposite sex.

BEHIND BARS
We look at the legal 

ramifications for captains in an 
increasingly regulated industry.

SPRUCING UP
How interior crew can go 

the extra mile and upgrade 

the yacht’s interior. 

EMERGENCY!
What are the most common crew 

ailments? The facts and figures 
behind crew medical calls to shore.

Gain the professional maritime training you need
for the level of success you want to achieve.

MPT is the most complete full-service private maritime school in the country.
Our training programs are internationally acclaimed and are utilized by
government agencies, global maritime businesses and individual crew members.
Our campuses boast over 61,000 sq ft of classrooms, deck and engineering
training labs, student service facilities and several off-site training facilites.
Our staff and faculty care about our students, and work hard to ensure your
success. Whether it’s captaining a vessel, safeguarding marine environments,
designing advanced ocean engineering structures, crewing a luxury
megayacht, or keeping the world’s goods moving; MPT can provide the training
you need. Contact one of our career counselors to get started.

954.525.1014  | 1915 South Andrews Avenue, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33316  | mptusa.com

Get started today! Toll Free: 888.839.5025 | info@mptusa.com Sea The World
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WE ARE MPT

- Engineer

- Deck Hands

- Stewardess

- Captain

One School. Unlimited Possibilities.
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Yachts will have their latest and greatest 
toys on display at any charter show, but 
there’s one superyacht that’s guaranteed 
to have toys before any others: Oceanco’s 

50.5m Lazy Z, the official innovation 
partner of  FunAir. We speak to the 

captain about how his ideas end up on 
yachts all over the world.

aroundaround
lazinglazing
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“‘No’ is not a word we use. If a guest wants anything, 
we make it happen. We’re all about having a good 
time and making sure our guests feed off that vibe.” 
This is the ethos of Lazy Z as spoken by her captain, 
Tane Rewi.

When Captain Rewi joined Lazy Z, after time at the 
helm on motoryachts Trident, Aquarius and Majestic, 
he made an agreement with FunAir’s managing 
director, yachting and marine, John Courtney, who 
he had previously worked with on Majestic. The 
agreement was that the 50.5m motoryacht would 
become the company’s innovation partner. “I 
basically said that it would be good for the yacht if we 
could do this and try that, and they said, ‘Well, you’ve 
got great ideas and we can make all of your ideas’, so 
I suggested a partnership to trial out the latest toys,” 
says Captain Rewi. In essence, Lazy Z would offer and 
trial FunAir’s products exclusively for a full season, 
feeding back to the inflatable company suggestions of 
improvements on existing products as well as brand-
new ideas. “After trialling an inflatable, I’ll say, ‘Look, 
it would be better if you do X, Y and Z,” explains the 
captain, “and they’ll do that for the new model.”  



LAZING AROUND

One of Captain Rewi’s first ideas – ideas, he 
tells me, that are based on “things I would like 
to do if I were a guest” – has become manifest 
as the FunAir leap of faith. “For guests, 
jumping off the top deck is a rite of passage, 
but this is one of the biggest challenges we 
face,” admits the captain. “Sometimes, guests 
only realise how far from the water they are 
when they’re on the other side of the rail, 
about to jump, and climbing back over the 
rail to safety is a challenge in itself. For those 
who do decide to jump, crew will often have to 
jump first to demonstrate how it’s done, and 
jumpers obviously have to clear the boat, and 
these days it’s just not safe. So I asked FunAir 
to design an inflatable platform that would 
sit over the rail on the top deck to provide a 
safe place for guests to make the jump. The 
platform we have clears the side of the yacht by 
two metres, so when you’re jumping off, even if 
you did fall, you’d land in the water no matter 
what. And now they can safely see exactly how 
long the drop is before they decide if they want             
to take part.”       

Most people agree that superyacht crew have 
a pretty good job – the crew of Lazy Z, however, 
have it one step better. “I get the crew to trial 
out the toys first,” explains Captain Rewi. “We’ll 
anchor and put up all the toys. The crew have 
to be the masters because they have to be able 
to show the guests how to use the toys. And, 
obviously, the crew have a good time learning to 
use them.” The captain is firm in his view that 
this unique position is an incentive for his crew, 
but as he explains why, it’s clear that the owners 
play a pretty big role too. “Whenever we get 
an opportunity to play with the inflatables, the 
deck crew are out there straightaway. We’ve got 
really nice owners who, when they’re on board, 
let the crew use the toys every day,” says Captain 
Rewi. “Obviously, the crew don’t stop the guests 
from doing anything, but when the crew are on 
a break it’s cool, they can jump off the boat and 
use the inflatables. It’s ‘family style’. The owners 
love seeing the crew having fun.”

Moving straight from obtaining the inflatables 
to using them is missing one very important 
step, however; one that plays a paramount 
role in the FunAir-Lazy Z partnership. “Crews 
have told me that deflating, drying and storing 
any inflatable is always the biggest challenge,” 
admits Courtney. In fact, one of FunAir’s current 
projects for its design team is a new seam 
placement to ease folding and reduce overall 
size when stowed.

“The first slide I ever had on board a yacht 
took about three hours to put up. It was a 
mission,” recalls Captain Rewi. “That’s why when 
we come up with new ideas, we have to consider 
the time factor. It has to be quick. Guests 
and owners never want to wait. When you’re 
inflating, you have to have bigger pumps [in this 
case, FunAir’s RapidFlate], the slides need to 
be attached already, you have to cut that put-up 
time. When we anchor somewhere, we want the 
guests to be able to play with all the inflatables 
and toys within an hour. Now, we can put up our 
slide in 15 minutes.”

And it’s not bad news for the owners, either. 
“Being first is always a nice thing,” says Captain 
Rewi. “It’s fun to think outside the box and 
come up with ideas for inflatables that other 
yachts don’t have. The slide’s pretty common 
now. So while we’re advertising their company 
at boat shows, at the same time it’s showcasing 
our yacht as the successful charter yacht she 
has always been and taking it to the next level. 
We get our toys up and people say, ‘What’s 
that boat? I wouldn’t mind chartering them.’               
It’s a win-win.”  
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“For guests, jumping 
off the top deck is a 
rite of passage, but 
this is one of the 

biggest challenges 
we face, so I asked 

FunAir to design an 
inflatable platform 
that would sit over 
the rail on the top 
deck to provide a 

safe place for guests 
to make the jump.”         

– Captain Tane Rewi, 
M/Y Lazy Z 
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Opening page and this page: 
Lazy Z using the toys from its 
‘innovation partner’.
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