
Fairies Rock! 
By Janelle Warner 

Fairy gardens are the latest craze in south central 
Pennsylvania, which I am finding that you can 
get a lot of money wrapped up in a teeny, tiny 
landscape. Here’s a way to use your creativity to 
make a lovely little homesite or even embellish 
an already purchased one. There is no need to be 
an experienced painter to do this project. I have 
done this with my grandchildren and the rocks 
all turned out great. I find rocks that I can paint 
to make a cottage that might include a chimney 
(if the shape allows), a welcome sign, a broom, 
flowers (of course), trees, candles in the window, 
or whatever your imagination can paint! Flat rocks 
are perfect for a pond, which can be complete 
with goldfish, a bridge, and water lilies. Grab the 
perfect rock, clean and dry it, seal it with 
gesso, and paint away! 

Surface:
Rocks, such as river rocks, smooth rocks 
found in water, fun shaped, flat, or rocks 
that sit erect, etc. 

Paint:  
Note: The following are suggested colors 
but feel free to substitute.
Decoart Americana Acrylic
 Antique Gold DA09
 Avocado DA052
 Blue Mist DA178
 Boysenberry Pink DA29
 Bright orange DA228
 Burnt Umber DA221
 Cadmium Yellow DA O10
 Evergreen DA082
 Gray Sky DA111
 Ocean Blue DA270
 Olive Green DA 056
 Payne’s Gray DA167
 Poodle Skirt Pink DA267
 Raw Sienna DA093
 Soft Black DA155
 Warm White DA239



Brushes:
 Scharff 
  Small round brush No. 2 
  Small filbert brush No. 4
  Liner brush No. 10/0
  1/2” flat or angle brush for glazing
 Susan Scheewe
  Foliage brush 
 Old brush to gesso, decoupage, 
  basecoat, and varnish

Mediums:
 Gesso
 Americana Glazing Medium
 Americana Decoupage (matte finish)
 Americana Varnish (matte finish)

Supplies:
Tracing paper and pencil
Graphite (black, gray, or white depending on background color)
Water basin
Paper towels
Palette paper 

Note: Use a brush that will accommodate the area you are 
painting. This is a good project to use old brushes. The rough-
ness of the rocks will deteriorate brushes, so beware! Also, see 
“tips” below instructions. 

Instructions:
Read all instructions before beginning.

Trace patterns onto tracing paper. Lay traced pattern onto rock 
and slide graphite paper between tracing paper 
and rock. Using a pencil, trace pattern onto rock 
after you base coat and whenever you need to add 
details after painting in a base coat.

1. Base coat in Warm White and roof in Soft 
Black. If the shape allows, paint in a chimney with 
Gray Sky stones. (Fig. 1)

2. Paint a variety of windows in Soft Black as well 
as embellishments (shutters, sign above door, win-
dow box, etc.) in Blue Mist, Poodle Skirt Pink, or 
the color of your choice. (Fig. 2)



3. Double load an angle brush with 
Burnt Umber in the tip and glaze in 
the heel. Shade along roofline as well 
as one side of windows and doors. 
This will give the cottage an aged 
look. (Fig. 3)

4. Paint in foliage with a Susan Schee-
we Foliage Brush loaded with Avoca-
do. Highlight with Olive Green and 
shade with Evergreen. The shape of 
your rock will dictate where you paint 
foliage. Take foliage up over the roof 
to allow it to flow softly over the roof 
edge. (Fig. 4)

5. Add flowers with small round or filbert brush loaded 
with Boysenberry Pink and Warm White. Sunflowers can 
be added with Cadmium Yellow and Antique Gold. (Fig. 5)

6. Paint rock with Ocean Blue and tap in foliage around the edge with 
shades of green. Paint walkway with Burnt Umber and highlight boards 
with Raw Sienna. Shade one side of bridge as well as edges of pond 
with Payne’s Grey. Using tip of liner brush and Warm White, paint 
teeny little goldfish. When dry, over stroke the fish with Bright Orange.  
Water lilies can be painted with a small round brush and Boysenberry 
Pink. (Fig. 6)



Finishing:
Each rock is finished with a coat of decoupage as well as varnish to hold up to the outside weather.

If you are lucky, you will find a toad knocking at your door, such as I have in the photo!

Tips:
A. Some rocks, depending on the shape, will sit alone without any assistance. You may choose to paint 
the back of the rock just like the front but possibly adding different embellishments.
B. If rock doesn’t sit straight, prop it against a tree trunk.
C. Dig out some loose soil to embed the pond level with the landscape.
D. It is difficult to paint straight lines on rough rocks, so don’t be too critical. After all, this project is all 
about whimsy.






