
Northcrest News

A stronger Northcrest: A new civic association
For more than a half century, Northcrest has remained a unique and highly desirable neighbor-
hood for a diverse group of good neighbors. The handsome architecture and natural beauty of 
its surroundings are the perfect setting for raising a family, running a business and building a life. 

Years ago, as our neighborhood faced challenges with nearby commercial development and 
changing political landscapes, caring neighbors formed a strong and active civic association to 
make their voices heard. The issues of that era were dealt with, and in time the association faded 
as its immediate need dwindled.

The Northcrest of today faces a new set of challenges. Neighbors are showing increasing con-
cern for nearby business developments, quality of life issues, construction projects and potential 
political changes that affect our beautiful neighborhood. Seperately, these efforts to engage and 
assert ourselves are making progress. In the eyes of the businesses and government organizations 
they petition however, Northcrest is not an “official” entity. It does not carry a true “neighborhood 
voice.”  The time has come once again for Northcrest to come together and have that voice.

In December a small group of neighbors met to discuss the viability of forming a Northcrest Civic 
Association. A healthy discussion was conducted and it was decided that should move forward 
to incorporate such an association and solicit the support of all Northcrest neighbors. This 
newsletter’s primary objective is to inform all Northcrest neighbors of this new organization and 
to encourage your participation. The next informative meeting has been set for Tuesday, March 
15 at 7p.m. in the upstairs meeting room at the Northcrest Golf Driving Range, 3545 
Northcrest Road,  just outside the main neighborhood entrance. (Con’t on p2)

National Register of Historic Places Nomination – 
It’s a GO! ~ by Paige Wojcik

Georgia State University’s (GSU) Heritage Preservation program has volunteered to do the 
hard work of nominating the Northcrest Neighborhood to be listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places. Student volunteers will be researching and preparing the nomination for North-
crest. The National Register listing is an honorary designation and does not place any restric-
tions on what we can or cannot do to our homes. In addition, you may be eligible for Federal 
and State tax credits for significant rehab of your property. For more information regarding the 
designation please review this website:  www.georgiashpo.org

Step #1 – Last Summer

Richard Laub, Director of GSU’s Heritage Preservation Program, came to speak to North-
crest residents to educate them on the benefits of the National Register of Historic Places. 
The Hoe n’ Hope Garden Club, itself a historic Northcrest organization, graciously volunteered 
to be the sponsor for this project. (Con’t on p2)

     Calendar of Events

NaTioNaL REGiSTER of HiSToRiC 
PLaCES EvENTS

Georgia State Graduate Student 
Home Survey 
Saturday, February 20th
10:00 a.m.
Neighborhood Wide

GSU students will spend the day  
documenting the neighborhood. 

Northcrest History Night
Tuesday, February, 23rd 
7:00 - 10:00 p.m.
Northcrest Golf Driving Club
3545 Northcrest Road

GSU students will be scanning and 
photographing historic material to use 
in the National Register Nomination. 
We need as many neighbors as pos-
sible to come out to share their stories 
with the students, as well as any his-
toric documentation you may have.

UPS MEETiNG wiTH ExECUTivES
Wednesday, March 2
6:00p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
Location: 1300 Commerce Drive 
Decatur, GA 30030

Meeting with UPS executives and Nan-
cy Jester’s office in order to develop an 
action plan for resolution to the noise 
and exhaust pollution.

NoRTHCREST CiviC aSSoCiaTioN - 
oRGaNizaTioNaL MTG
Tuesday, March 15
7:00 p.m. 
Northcrest Golf Driving Club
3545 Northcrest Road

HoE N’ HoPE GaRDEN CLUb

Tour of Homes
Sunday, April 24th
2:00 - 5:00 p.m. 

(See the full article on page 3)

HoT ToPiCS
A variety of issues are currently 
affecting Northcrest neighbors. 
Northcrest Civic association 
will serve as a central conduit of 
information on these projects, while 
offering simple and effective ways  
for those interested to get involved. 

         february 2016    issue 1                   a Quarterly Publication of the Northcrest Civic association

• New Kroger construction
• Chamblee annexation and continued

cityhood concepts
• Chevron location development
• Purchase of Northlake Mall
• Old GM plant site redevelopment
• New Pleasantdale Elementary School

construction
• UPS site activity 
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A stronger Northcrest: a new civic association  (Con’t from p1)

what is a civic association?

Whether you choose to be an active member or occasional participant, a civic association’s 
basic advantage is that is serves as the official organization representing Northcrest. This 
means when a business or local government wishes to make big changes in the area, our civic 
association must be notified. So, at it’s basic level, there will now be a “catchall” communica-
tions channel that ensures neighbors are never again left out of important matters that may be 
of concern to them.

In the future, our civic association can also serve as the ideal framework to better organize a 
volunteer neighborhood watch. On behalf of its neighbor members, the Northcrest Civic  
association could better express concerns to local authorities about crime and seek assistance.

what a civic association in NoT

First of all, a civic association is NOT a home owner’s association (HOA). The Northcrest Civic 
association will be defined by bylaws that clearly state its intention to assist neighbors on civic 
matters. How homeowners choose to manage their property investments will remain as they are 
and will never be influenced by a civic association. Northcrest Civic Association is concerned primar-
ily with the outside influences on Northcrest and Northcrest’s place in the larger community.

Northcrest Civic association is NOT a political organization. The civic organization will how-
ever, serve as a place where neighbors can have better access to those representing political 
initiatives and other individuals influencing decisions regarding Northcrest. Northcrest Civic As-
sociation will be a forum where neighbors can learn, ask questions and form their own opinions 
about these matters. 

For more information, all neighbors are invited to meet at 7 p.m., March 15. Thanks go the good 
neighbors at Northcrest Golf Driving Range for lending the space for this meeting. This meeting 
will start with a more comprehensive presentation of the Northcrest Civic association, followed 
by what is sure to be a robust question and answer session. The new association is in need of officers, 
and volunteers who might be willing to step forward in such a role are particularly welcome.

  Calendar of Events(con’t)

NoRTHCREST SwiM aND TENNiS 
CLUb -  oPEN HoUSE
Sunday, April 24th
Bowling Green Ave.
1:00 - 5:00 p.m.

Tour the club and utilize bathrooms 
and drinks and snacks for sale.

MEET yoUR NoRTHCREST 
NEiGhbOrS - POtlUCK DiNNEr 
Sunday, April 24th
Bowling Green Ave.
5:00 – 8:00 p.m.

MCM themed dinner--bring your 
favorite dish to share.

HoE N’ HoPE GaRDEN CLUb

Neighborhood Treasure ‘n Plant Sale
Saturday, May 14
9:00 am - 2:00 p.m.

All kinds of household treasures for 
sale - many MCM items - along with  
an assortment of spring plants!

Step #2-Saturday, february 6th – Student Survey

Richard Laub, and his Case Studies in Historic Preservation 
graduate students, along with State Historic Preservation 
office staff, visited Northcrest for a reconnaissance tour to give 
the students a sneak peak of several house types as well as original 
architectural features. We visited the lozier, Kelley, Eaton/Sokol, 
Moran, and vincelette residences. Amanda Wollnick, Jeff Sand-
lin (in his vintage ride), David Heymann, and Hannah Neufeld 
were kind enough to drive the students and SHPO staff around the 
neighborhood. Thank you to the neighbors who volunteered their 
time and for those that opened their homes to the crowd. We gather 
they were quite enamored with the architecture, décor and our 
wonderful neighborhood as a whole. The grad students left excited 
about the project and ready for the hard work ahead! 

Step #3 – Saturday, february 20th – Student Photographic 
Documentation

The students will be back in the neighborhood to begin their docu-
mentation for the National Register Nomination. They will survey 
each property from the right-of-way; this will include taking a pho-
tograph of each house and determining whether it is a contributing 
or non-contributing structure. Essentially a “contributing” structure is 
one that is old enough to be considered historic (generally at least 

50 years old but they’re being loose with their dates for this nomina-
tion) and still looks much the way it did in the past. 

After the survey students will then prepare a Statement of Signifi-
cance, geographical data as to the boundaries of the historic district, 
photographs of the area and supporting historic documentation. 
This will include historic photographs, historic and current maps, 
tax records, newspaper and magazine articles, oral histories and any 
other documentation associated with the history of Northcrest. 

Step #4 – Northcrest History Night- THiS iS wHERE wE NEED 
yoUR HELP 

Tuesday, february 23rd 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. at the Northcrest 
Golf Driving Range – Upstairs Meeting Room

Please plan to attend the Northcrest History Night.  If you have 
ANY historic photographs of your property, newspaper/magazine 
articles, or simply stories to share of the good ‘ole days, PLEASE bring 
them. GSU students will have scanners, copiers, and cameras to doc-
ument all historic memorabilia. They want to listen to your stories. 
In addition, Kate Sweeney of wabE will be recording the event, as 
she is doing a piece on 20th Century Architecture and wants to use 
OUR NEIGHBORHOOD in her story! (Con’t on next page)

National Register of Historic Places Nomination – It’s a GO!  (Con’t from p1)
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Northcrest History: Hoe n’ Hope 
Garden Club ~ by Amanda Wollnick

On October 22, 1963, a group of women in Northcrest gathered at 
the home Jane Philyaw to form a neighborhood garden club. The 
Northcrest Garden Club was already in existence, but mainly served 
the older area of Northcrest on one side of Regalwoods. Although 
this club met during the day, there was a need for an evening meet-
ing for the mothers of young children.   

The group decided to have both a day and night meeting each month, 
electing a separate secretary for each group, and working on projects 
together. In 1966, the two groups merged for night meetings only.  

The name “Hoe ‘N Hope” was chosen for the club, although “Petal 
Path” ran a close second.  In 1965, Hoe ‘N Hope joined the DeKalb 
Federation of Garden Clubs and became active in federation matters.

Hoe ‘N Hope as always been active in Northcrest and the surround-
ing communities.  Past club projects have included landscaping at 
Pleasantdale Elementary school, sponsoring a Brownie troop, erec-
tion of a playground at Pleasantdale Park, to writing letters to local 
authorities in 1967 to have a traffic light installed at the entrance 
to Embry Hills Shopping Center.  One of our proudest accomplish-
ments is the planter box and Northcrest sign at the Northcrest – Re-
galwoods entrance.  The club maintains the flower beds and keeps 
the box in good repair.

In order to accomplish these many projects, the club has under-
taken a great variety of fund raising drives including the upcoming 
Northcrest Tour of Homes on Sunday, april 24th, and Plant
and Treasures yard Sale on May 14th.  

For more information on the Garden Club and meeting dates, find 
find us on Facebook.  Search for “Northcrest Hoe N’ Hope Garden 
Club” and ask to join the group.  There is $15.00 yearly membership 
fee.  Everyone who desires to learn about nature is invited.   Most 
meetings are at private homes, there are scheduled outings, and 
dinner events.  Come meet your neighbors!

It’s a GO!  (Con’t from p2)

We’ll provide additional information in the next newsletter about the 
subsequent steps in this process, including submittal of the nomina-
tion to the Georgia State Historic Preservation office, and
then to the National Park Service for final review and listing  
by the Keeper of the National register of historic Places.

thANK YOU tO:

Richard Laub and his students for tackling this daunting (and 
what would otherwise be very expensive) endeavor. Please be sure 
to thank them when you see them at the History Night  
on february 23rd.

The Hoe n’ Hope Garden Club.  Please consider helping to cover 
cost of the filing and retain a copy for the neighborhood, by giving  
a donation for this important work.  A donation jar will be provided 
at the Northcrest History Night.

James and Jeannette Choi, one of Northcrest’s own neighbors, 
and owner of the Northcrest Golf Driving Range for the generous 
use of the facility for this important meeting.

SAVE the DATE

NoRTHCREST HoE ‘N’ HoPE GaRDEN CLUb EvENTS

Northcrest Tour of Homes 
Sunday,  April 24th, 2016,  3 p.m. - 5 p.m. 
Four Tour Homes TBA  - Rain or Shine 

Northcrest Swim and Tennis Club open House
1:00 p.m. – 5:00p.m.
Light refreshments and restrooms available

Northcrest Meet your Neighborhood Potluck 
(Northcrest Swim and Tennis Club)
5:00 p.m – 8:00 p.m.

 Bring a dish to share with neighbors! 

Look for the Tour of Homes flyer that will be hand deliv-
ered by our membership in mid-April.  A great descrip-
tion of each historic home is provided. Neighbors and 
their guests are invited to tour the homes between 3:00 
p.m. – 5:00 p.m.  A donation jar will be at each location. 
Funds raised this year from the Tour of Homes are going 
towards the upcoming National Register Nomination 
for Northcrest to be listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places. Tour the Northcrest Swim and 
Tennis Club and take advantage of snacks and public 
restrooms. The evening with conclude with a Meet your 
Neighbor potluck dinner at the club. This is a great op-
portunity to share Northcrest history, enjoy our active 
clubs and meet your neighbors.

Neighborhood Treasure ‘n’ Plant Sale
Saturday, May 14, 2016, 9 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Location to be Announced – Rain or Shine

The Northcrest Hoe ‘n’ Hope Garden Club is collecting 
“great stuff” for another fabulous sale. If you would like 
to donate “great stuff,” please contact Debora Knott at 
knottdebora@gmail.com and we will make a point to 
come pick it up! Or have your own yard sale and tag on 
to free advertising to make Northcrest the hot place to 
shop. The Garden Club does a great job of getting the 
word out on social media and creates a neighborhood 
sale map.

And don’t forget the plant sale! – Tomatoes, chocolate 
beauty and golden peppers, Japanese red maple, 
creeping fig, Irises, camellias, shasta daisies, dollar plants, 
succulents, Nandina and many, many more! Save up for 
your spring plantings or donate your extra plants to sell.
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Northcrest Origins ~ by John Eaton

The Northcrest neighborhood was 
developed by P & H Realty Co with 
the initial development starting in 
the late 50’s and the first houses sold 
in 1959. P & H Realty Co was made 
up by two partners,  Paul Edwards 
and Howard Hardrath with the first 
initials of their names making up the 
“P” and “H” - they originally became 
partners in 1952 and begin building 
in Drew Valley in 1953 complet-
ing 87 homes the first year. They 
produced and built several home 
designs with a modernist footprint 

that have become known as the “P & H Split (level)” by regional 
realtors in areas around Chamblee and Doraville (examples can be 
found in Huntly Hills and Northwoods) before taking on the North-
crest project. The initial development was along Northcrest Rd and 
Chamblee-Tucker Rd, continuing eastward and including Hidden 
Acres, Northbrook and Northcrest East, finishing with the Check-
mate Apartment complex (which is now called Azalea Ridge Apart-
ments) along Pleasantdale Road in 1972. Howard’s brother Harold 
“Bud” Hardrath took on the reigns of the business towards the end 
of Northcrest development and introduced some of the atypical 
design features, like the clerestory windows you see on many of the 
homes in Northcrest East. Bud built himself a home on Lynnray Way 
and lived there through his retirement, building additional “P & H 
Split” homes in Stone Mountain, Norcross and Lilburn.  Northcrest is 
known for having an unusual number of intact modernist, split-level 
homes as well as the very unique A-Frame construction. Several 
roads are named after the partner’s kids: Kim Ct and Lori Ln were 
named after Howard’s children while Lynnray Rd is a combination of 
Paul’s children Lynn and Ray.

Photo of Howard Hardrath

Creating a Wildlife Sanctuary
~ by Sigrira Sivitsky

Ever since my husband and I moved to Northcrest in September 
of 2010, I have wanted to create a 
certified wildlife sanctuary. After 
ten years of living in a condo it felt 
like a dream come true to finally 
have a garden we could offer as 
a safe haven to our wildlife. When 
multiple gardens throughout a 
neighborhood participate (or even 
an entire neighborhood,) it creates a 

secure pathway for birds and other wildlife. It helps migrating birds 
like hummingbirds to have places that they know they can return to 
annually.

Our primary goal was to do this for wildlife because we love animals 
but it also created a beautiful place for us to live and to spend our 
time. Nothing compares to waking up, walking outside to scatter 

birdseed and then sitting back and enjoying coffee/tea while 
watching at least twenty species of birds at any given time eating 
their breakfast along with chipmunks and squirrels We also grow 
vegetables, and feeding the squirrels and chipmunks prevents them 
from eating the vegetables—this is the easiest way to protect your 
veggies! This past summer there were so many hummingbirds 
chittering around us that their sounds became the soundtrack of 
our lives for the season. It truly is a pleasure to live surrounded by 
healthy, happy and safe wildlife.

After gradually transforming our garden, we acquired two 
certifications in 2014—one with the National Wildlife Federation 
and one with the Audubon Society. The requirements for NWF are 

to provide food sources, (plants and seeds/
fruit) clean water, cover (like a woodpile,) 
places to raise young and to refrain from 
using chemicals/pesticides. Audubon 
additionally requires a certain amount of 
native plants and a commitment to limit/
manage invasive vegetation. This can 
be done gradually, and it’s fine to begin 
providing food and water while planning 
plant choices for cover and food. It is also 
possible to certify only a section, like a 

backyard. We are fortunate to have many beautiful mature trees in 
Northcrest and with simple adjustments to our gardens, can create 
a wildlife friendly neighborhood. 

If interested in certifying your garden as a wildlife sanctuary please 
visit the following websites:

National wildlife federation: www.nwf.org
atlanta audubon Society:www.atlantaaudubon.org

I also recommend the following books to get you started: The 
Secret Teachings of Plants by Stephen Buhner, Natural Gardening for 
the Birds by Julie Zickefoose, The Findhorn Garden by The Findhorn 
Community, Birds in your Backyard by Robert J. Dolezal and Common 
Birds of Greater Atlanta by Jim Wilson & Anselm Atkins.

Pleasantdale Elementary School News
The following updates are brought to you directly from Pleasantdale 
Elementary School staff.  Whether your interest is as a parent or a 
neighbor, your participation and assistance goes a long way towards 
making Northcrest a great place to live!

STEM Partnership

Coming up in March, we are embarking on a STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Math) partnership with zoo atlanta 
for kindergarten and First grade students. As part of that partnership 
the students will be going on a field trip called “Fur, Feathers and 
Scales” in order to gain a firsthand understanding of why animals 
look the way that they do and what they need to survive. The 
teachers will also use this experience as a springboard for activities 
and lessons they can use in their classrooms. The cost is $13 per 
student. We need to raise just over $3,000 for the admission and 
busing. If Northcrest neighbors would like to make a donation to 
support this partnership please come by (Con’t top of p5)
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Pleasantdale Elementary School and we will provide you a 
receipt and a tax form for your records. 

Toddler Time

We would like to invite Northcrest families with toddlers to 
come explore our school’s media center: reading books and craft 
activities. Here are some tentative dates and times: Tuesday, March 
8; Monday, March 14; or friday, March 25 at either 9 or 11 
a.m. We would like to know what dates you prefer, please contact
Ms. Julie Jacobussee by February 22 Julie_r_Jacobusse@
dekalbschoolsga.org if you are interested.

thank You

Thank you to the Northcrest community for giving us this forum 
to share with you, our neighbors, all the exciting happenings at 
Pleasantdale Elementary School. We especially appreciate the 
following members of the Northcrest community who have offered 
to partner with us in implementing our STEM program: Sara beth 
Pinson, lisa russo-benson, Melanie Marks, Amanda Wollnick, 
Lin Holcomb, Mary Meade, Gretchen Steininger-Hull, baron 
Chandler, Rhonda Gregson, zach wulff, and Jim taylor. We 
welcome anyone who is interested in helping to facilitate the 
growth of our students either through sharing expertise, materials, 
or time. If you would like to volunteer or take a tour of our school 
please call: 678-874-3502.

Construction Plan

If you are interested in learning more about our construction plans 
for Pleasantdale’s new building here is the link. Click on the bottom 
of the page under schematic site plans: http://www.dekalb.k12.
ga.us/splost-iv/elementary-school-prototype-design/

THANK YOU SPONSORS AND 
VOLUNTEERS!

Thanks to all our sponsors and advertisers in this inaugural 
issue of Northcrest News. Your contributions help cover 
the cost of our printing, distribution and other expenses. 
If you are interested in advertising in future issues, please 
contact Debora Knott at knottdebora@gmail.com.

Special thanks to these good neighbors for lending 
their talents and monetary donations towards this issue: 
Debora Knott, Jim taylor, Sheryl Nelson, ingrid 
Nuss, Mary McCowan, John Eton, Sigrira Sivitsky, 
Paige Wojcik and Amanda Wollnick.

Advertisements within this newsletter are 
NoT endorsements.

Driving range, golf  equipment,
apparel and more!

northcrestgolf.com

Music from the ‘Hood 
Leonard blush is a local 4 piece blues 
rock boogie and jazz band - yes we do it all 
with style and energy that will get your feet 
tappin! We are having a show at Shorty’s  
Pizza on Lawrenceville Hwy on Saturday 

March 5 from 7-10. We are trying to 
generate interest in starting a once a month 
jam night for local musicians and music 
fans. Please come by Shorty’s during our 
show and check us out and help us convince 
Shorty’s to start our jam night!  We are: bryan 
McCauley on guitar, vocals, Dave Goodson 

on bass, vocals, Scott Paretti on sax, vocals, 
and Sandra Senn on drums. We are giving 
away raffle tickets for the show so please call 
Sandra for details and to get your optional 
ticket. No cover for the show! Call 770-668-
3860  for further details of the jam night and 
show.
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TOTAL TREE
SERV ICE

ATLturf.com 678.472.3888

The largest importer of
authentic mid-century

furniture in Atlanta,
our 5000 sq. ft. 

showroom is located
along I-85, less than

10 minutes
from Northcrest!

retropassion21.com

678.373.7967
6586 Dawson Blvd.

Norcross, GA  30093

Authentic Mid-Century Furniture
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Northcrest Swim and Tennis 
Club members enjoy access to 
a variety of amenities nestled 
among four beautiful acres of 
private space. The club is a 
great place to meet for a quick 
picnic meal, swim or outdoor 
play and relaxation time. 
Families love the wide open 
spaces where kids can play and 
explore, but still remain within 
eyesight of mom and dad. Our 
special events schedule gets 
more impressive every year!

With warm weather just around 
the corner, we’d love to have 
you join us at Northcrest’s very 
own private, neighborhood resort.

New Membership Sale at northcrestclub.com 

FANTASTIC MEMBER EVENTS:
April 24 - Open House
May 21 - Pool open for swimming
May 28 - Low Country Boil
June 11 - Luau
July 2 - Independence Day BBQ
July 16 - French Fête
July 30 - Tacky Tourist Night
Aug. 13 - Indian Independence 
Sept. 3 - Labor Day Party
Sept. 17 - Mexican Night
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C
.R

. T
REE SERVICE

770-262-7975
Free Estimates

www.crtreeexperts.com

Licensed and
Fully Insured

REMOVAL & TRIMMING
TREE PRNING
FREE MULCH
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404.399.9256 • getitpaintedforLESS.com
justin.ricks@getitpaintedforLESS.com

A communications firm specializing in 
results-based solutions for

consumer brands.
Public Relations • Social Media • Creativity

Content Development • Brand Strategy
Crisis Communications

Jim Taylor PR

JimTaylorPR.com

Register to be an 
organ, eye and 

tissue donor today 
and provide hope 
to those who wait.
donatelife.net

If you’d like to sponsor an upcoming 
edition of Northcrest News and 
advertise your business or organization 
to Northcrest neighbors, please 
contact Debora Knott for a media kit. 
knottdebora@gmail.com
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TIM CHEN
PLUMBING, INC.

Residential and Commercial
Licensed and Insured

Lic. #MP208427 

6399 Jimmy Carter Blvd.
Suite 100-B
Norcross, GA  30071
770.310.8219
timchenplumbing@yahoo.com

AUTHORIZED AND CERTIFIED INSTALLER
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Present this Advertisement upon exiting or enter 

promo code online. 

Promo Code: 0070149             Ski Code: 5781  Expiration: 07/15/2016

*Valid at any Park ‘N Fly location. Cannot be combined with any promotion, discount, corporate, or online reservation. Limit one advertisement 
per stay. Must be presented to cashier upon exiting. Additional taxes and fees may apply. Peak rates may apply.

SPECIAL OFFER FOR A LIMITED TIME

Valid at any Park ‘N Fly location

Visit WWW.PNF.COM to book your stay!

10% Off Your Entire 
Stay at Park ‘N Fly

# 5 7 8 1
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Helping Northcrest 
sellers get the 
HIGHEST price for 
their homes - one 
sale at a time!

4O4.556.1733

4O4.975.955O

tinyurl.com/domoprops

tinyurl.com/domotweets

tinyurl.com/domobook


