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Happy New Year, Northcrest Neighbors!

This is my first Northcrest News President’s letter. I would like to welcome and thank the 2021 

board members: Alison Tyrer (Vice President), Chris Campbell (Secretary), Liza Everett (Treasurer), 

Matt Jeffirs (Communications Committee Chair) and Jarek Beem (Safety Committee Chair) as 

members at large, and Chuck Hunt, our community liaison. A very special “thank you” to Chris 

Hester, our past president and current advisor.

When the Northcrest Civic Association was proposed some five years ago, a talented and 

dedicated group got together for our first meeting, thinking we were starting something new. 

And along came Chuck Hunt with a box of files, a ton of history and even a $500 check from a 

1990s version of the Northcrest Civic Association! And so this organization was in fact re-born.

The NCA promotes Northcrest, a historic community, as a great place to live and a safe place in 

which neighbors can interact and help each other. We also provide a platform for NCA members 

to voice opinions on community matters. It can be a challenge to juggle these priorities, and 

to date we have managed events and issues as they present themselves: perhaps a function of the personality of 

our neighborhood, i.e., fiercely independent, talented and generous. We have happily supported all neighborhood 

groups, including the Tour of Homes sponsored by the Hoe ´n Hope Garden Club and the Northcrest Swim and Tennis 

Club-sponsored Easter Egg Hunt. The NCA itself often sponsors a get-together to introduce new neighbors to all that 

Northcrest has to offer. Stay tuned for information about a Zoom call we’ll be setting up soon for this purpose. 

One of our primary goals is to facilitate communication, led by Communications Chair Matt Jeffirs, a skilled 

professional graphic artist and photographer, and supported by many neighbors including Brian Robboy, Alison Tyrer 

and others who contribute their talents. We extend special thanks to the sponsors who support the Northcrest News 

and NCA events on a regular basis. Thanks to our advertisers, and neighbor volunteers who collate and deliver the 

newsletters (pre-COVID) we are able to offer the newsletter free of charge to all 595 households!

And so here it comes, my pitch to ask you to become a PAYING member of the Northcrest Civic Association. The yearly 

membership fee is just $20. It is easy to go to NorthcrestCivicAssociation.com and join or renew: your membership 

will be good through 2021 and creates a financial cushion for the NCA. More importantly, when we officially represent 

our neighborhood with other organizations—for instance, DeKalb County regarding Pleasantdale Elementary 

School construction, water drainage or public safety issues, developers on local zoning codes, or our local legislators 

about questions of annexation and cityhood—our voice is stronger and carries more weight when we represent a 

substantial percentage of households.

As a founding member of the “new” Northcrest Civic Association, I invite you to reach out, especially if you are a 

member, when you have a problem or an idea. Write an article for the newsletter, participate in a committee and 

continue to do great work in our precious “hood,” as so many—both members and non-members, too numerous to 

name—have over the past year. Due to the pandemic, we limited NCA-sponsored events in 2020  but hope you were 

still able to enjoy the Santa Parade and photo opportunity, Halloween Trick or Treating event, and the 4th of July 

Parade. We are committed to bringing neighbors together in a safe and meaningful way throughout the year, even 

during a pandemic.

Praying we all stay well and look to the future to do the meaningful work to keep Northcrest a wonderful 

neighborhood, and to promote Northcrest togetherness.

Deb Knott – NCA President  

northcrestcivicassociation@gmail.com
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Northcrest, with its Mid-century Modern mystique, wildlife-rich 
environment and easy access to metro Atlanta’s cultural scene, 
has always been a magnet for creative people, and during the 
2020 pandemic, that creativity blossomed throughout the 
neighborhood. The Northcrest Civic Association as well as 
individual neighbors organized events from parades to porch 
concerts, from scavenger hunts to food trucks, for the benefit of 
the neighborhood.

In late March and April of 2020, our quiet neighborhood was 
even quieter, thanks to the state-ordered “shelter in place” 
across Georgia. For the most part, Northcresters sheltered at 
home while figuring out how to acquire masks, hand sanitizers 
and toilet paper. Louise Womble and others set to work sewing 
masks, which they handed out to neighbors for free. Many of us 
got used to ordering from Amazon, Instacart and other delivery 
services. Those without “work at home” offices set them up, and 
households with students went through the often-confusing 
process of connecting to virtual classrooms.

Yet while our streets were devoid of much traffic other than 
delivery vehicles, they were full of neighbors – walking, jogging, 
bicycling, golf-carting, just to get out of the house and enjoy 
the spring air. Small silver linings started to become apparent: 
our friendly neighborhood became even friendlier, with 
Northcresters becoming better acquainted and commiserating 
with neighbors, over backyard fences, on the streets and 
sidewalks, or waving from front porches.

However, many of us experienced a restlessness than exercise 
alone couldn’t cure, and that’s when more of the silver linings 
that come from living in Northcrest began to appear.

On March 27, a “Zoofari” kicked off a series of weekend special events 
inspired and orchestrated by Sarah Beth Pinson and Keren Barr. 

“Our Shelter in Place order means we need to continue to buoy our 
spirits through community involvement, albeit without touching 

Northcrest Resilience Abounds During Pandemic
By Alison Tyrer

Northcrest “Zoofari”

and interacting,” said Keren. “Let’s focus on [what] we can all do 
within the parameters of the order and our neighborhood.”

Through the Northcrest Facebook page, neighbors were invited to 
display an animal in some form – stuffed, sewed, sculpted, painted, 
etc. – on their driveways or yards together with a short fact sheet 
about that animal, for walkers, bikers and drivers to enjoy while 
maintaining social distancing. More than 60 Northcrest households 
participated and the “simple distraction,” as Keren put it, was so 
popular that similar events were held for the next few weekends. 
Objects and creative tableaux representing an “Air & Space 
Museum,” Music & Art Appreciation Day and “Beach Day,” appeared 
on driveways throughout Northcrest for the enjoyment of 
neighbors.  An Easter egg hunt and a (stuffed) bear scavenger hunt 
were also popular, as was a front yard camporee, which wrapped 
up these spring weekend events. 
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What didn’t happen during the spring was the Hoe ´Hope Garden 
Club’s annual Tour of Homes. Also, The Northcrest Swim & Tennis 
Club cancelled its scheduled events, the Bunco Babes group 
stopped gathering and other neighborhood groups also followed 
the state’s guidelines about not meeting in person, all in hopes 
that the coronavirus would run its course quickly. That, of course, 
has not happened and Northcrest activities such as the garden 
club’s monthly meetings were either cancelled for the remainder 
of the year or moved to a virtual platform, as the Northcrest 
Evening Book Club did.

The Northcrest Civic Association scaled down its events but 
proceeded with its popular Fourth of July and Santa parades, as 
well as a Halloween scavenger hunt – all appropriately requiring 
masks and social distancing, of course. After Northcresters had 
their holiday pictures taken with Santa and Mrs. Claus, all were 
invited to join the parade to see more than 20 Northcrest holiday 
light displays. The NCA also sponsored a food drive for Fire 
Company No. 19, which provided a fire truck. The NCA typically 
holds “mix & mingle” events for new neighbors to get to know 
other residents, but those have been on hold and may move 
online for the foreseeable future.

Birthday parades also became a common occurrence during the 
pandemic. Friends and family of Elly Benson, one of Northcrest’s 
original residents, organized one to celebrate her 90th birthday 
in May. Dozens of neighbors drove by Elly’s house, honking and 
calling out to her as she and her family waved from her lawn.

Other neighbors also adjusted their celebrations to the times. Shelby 
Elizabeth’s family held a lawn party and parade for her husband’s 
30th birthday, and Jacqueline Schafer and Andy Cohen got married 
in a small ceremony attended by family in their back yard. 

Northcrest is fortunate to be home to many musicians, and 
summer porch concerts organized by Jessica Garro and Sandra 
Senn proved popular diversions. 

Northcresters love to eat! Many kitchens are getting a real work-
out during the pandemic. Neighbors experimented with recipes 
and shared their mouth-watering results on the Northcrest 
Atlanta Foodie Facebook page. Adam and Dena Sellers organized 
a series of pop-up visits by local chefs who cooked up specialties 
like tacos, tamales, dumplings and jerk chicken, with some 
proceeds being donated to Atlanta restaurant employees. 
Residents also contributed their culinary talents, with Izaura 
Garrison offering Hungarian food, Nicole Fernandez Brunton her 
Puerto Rican holiday specialty drink, Coquito, and Randy French 
his famous barbecue.

Our community also reached out to support those experiencing 
food insecurity.  Jessica Garro and Melanie Marks organized 
food drives for Pleasantdale Elementary families, and Debra Tala 
collected Kroger gift cards for them at Christmas. The “Girls of 
Summer,” an informal neighborhood social group, also collected 
gift cards for the school families, and began a monthly food drive 
for the Holy Cross Catholic Church Pantry.

The Northcrest Civic Association sponsored a “Meaningful Miles” 
race around the neighborhood on October 3 to raise money 
for Back on My Feet, an organization combatting homelessness. 

Easter Egg Hunt

Birthday Celebrations

Northcrest Rock Fairy
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Participants ran, jogged or walked the 5K route through the 
neighborhood, enjoying the opportunity to socialize while 
exercising and observing safety protocols. 

In fact, it was impossible to ignore the world outside Northcrest. 
Quite a few of our neighbors work in the healthcare industry and 
are impacted by the pandemic on a daily basis. We owe them, 
as well as those who are essential workers, our eternal gratitude 
for stepping up and incurring personal risk to help the rest of us 
through these trying times. We also extend sympathy to those 
neighbors and loved ones who have experienced the virus 
during the past months.

Interested in COVID-19’s overall impact on our zip code? Amanda 
Wollnick, a self-described “armchair epidemiologist” has put 
together her own dashboard of relevant statistics and periodically 
shares it on the Northcrest Atlanta Facebook page. 

The racial injustice issues that surfaced over the summer touch 
our neighborhood as well, and Corregan Brown invited residents 
to gather on his lawn for a frank discussion of its implications 
not only in Northcrest, but in our lives. Corregan also authored 

an insightful article on the topic that was featured in the NCA’s 
summer newsletter.

Northcrest residents were also inspired to get involved during the 
busy election season. Some volunteered for campaigns: writing 
postcards, distributing literature, canvassing and phone-banking. 
Others stepped up as poll workers or recount observers, or by 
offering rides to voters.

By year’s end, our neighborhood, along with the rest of the 
world, was ready to bid farewell to 2020 and its tribulations. Yet 
our resilience was strengthened by the Northcrest “rock fairy,” 
an anonymous but creative neighbor who brightened up many 
of our days and doorsteps throughout the year with surprise 
deliveries of small, brightly painted rocks containing simple words 
of positivity and optimism.

As Keren Barr put it in one of her early posts:  “We are all in this 
together. When you are weak, another can be strong. When you 
feel strong, hold another person up; that’s how communities 
work…we want to spread the joy to as many people as we can.”

Halloween Scavenger Hunt NCA’s “Meaningful Miles” socially-distanced 5K Run/Walk event

Air and Space Museum exhibit
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Northcrest would not be Northcrest without the creek that runs 
through it. No doubt it is the steady supply of running water, and 
the greenway it provides, that attracts the wildlife we love to 
admire, photograph and discuss with our neighbors. But when 
storms threaten and heavy rain deluges us, we know – and some 
of us more than others – that there will be a price to pay, in the 
form of flooded yards and basements, ruined furniture and a 
massive clean-up. 

“Our house on Summitridge near Archwood Drive backs up to 
the creek,” says Rachael Takei. “Video evidence shows our house 
did not flood in 2009, before we moved in. But in our 10 years 
here, we’ve noticed an increase in the times the creek has crested 
or overflowed. A number of houses in the neighborhood have 
experienced flooding. Whatever one feels about climate change, 
experience tells us the creek will continue to be a threat to our 
homes.”

David and Leigh Heymann, who live on the lower end of 
Regalwoods, are among those neighbors whose homes have 
been flooded. Their lower level took in eight inches of water 
during the most recent heavy rains, and remediation and repair 
took about seven weeks to complete.

The problem creek, designated as the “North Fork Peachtree 
Creek Tributary C,” starts on the Northcrest side of Pleasantdale 
Road, with two forks starting in or near the Westwood 
subdivision. It joins the North Fork Peachtree Creek west of 

Northcrest Road. This larger creek starts near Jimmy Carter 
Boulevard and runs parallel to I-85, continuing under I-285. 
Tributary C is entirely on private property except for street 
crossings and a small section on park and school property, which 
limits action by government agencies. 

“DeKalb County is responsible for maintaining the county-owned 
curb inlet boxes and culverts throughout our subdivision,” says 
Chuck Hunt. “Blockage of these are the cause of virtually all the 
flooding, along the creek and elsewhere in the neighborhood. 
However, our experience is that DeKalb County has been unwilling 
or unable, with few exceptions, to improve or consistently 
maintain these facilities. David Heymann initiated a meeting 
with then-Commissioner Nancy Jester, which I also attended as a 
representative of the Northcrest Civic Association. That resulted in 
getting our concerns ‘on record,’ but with no promise of action due 
to underfunding of the stormwater budget.”

David Heymann, whose Regalwoods house is among the dozen 
or so at the neighborhood’s Northcrest entrance most affected 
by creek flooding, calls the county every week. 

“The storm drain on Regalwoods Drive near the lower Northcrest 
Road entrance has to deal with a lot of water,” he says. “In order 
for this drain to get the proper decrease in elevation for it to 
function properly, it empties out very low on the creek bed 
(pictured).  When the water in the creek rises, it renders the drain 
non-functional. Then all the water coming from above pools on 

Northcrest Doesn’t Will It, But the Creek Does Rise
By Alison Tyrer
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Regalwoods Drive, and backs up in my yard, the house with the 
lake when it rains hard. This is due to the French drains in my 
yard being attached to the city storm drain.”  According to David, 
DeKalb County has cleaned out the drain about a dozen times 
over the last seven years, which helps the water flow out faster 
after a hard rain but does nothing as permanent solution. He has 
been contacting the county for the last five years to try to push 
them into doing something. In 2018, the county commissioned a 
water engineer to assemble a proposal to fix the issue, but it was 
shelved due to high construction costs.  

“Earlier this year I was told DeKalb was doing a review and would 
perform a feasibility study to determine a course of action,” he 
says. “The follow-up conversation was that it would be cheaper 
to buy out the affected homes rather than fix the problem for 
good.  So, one would assume that the next steps would be for 
DeKalb to make offers to buy out the homes, but this was not 
the case: essentially they are going to do nothing due to limited 
funds.  This begs the question, why did they do the study in the 
first place?”

On a positive note, David recently walked the creek from 
Northcrest to its pathway under I-285 and found few blockages 
other than a major one at the I-285 culverts (pictured). He 
contacted the Georgia Department of Transportation, which 
cleared it within 48 hours. Also, DeKalb County cleaned the 
Regalwoods storm drain in early December.

Rachael, like many Northcrest homeowners concerned about 
their property, has looked into options for flood mitigation and 
prevention. A civil engineer she consulted told her that while a 
berm might prevent flooding in one yard, it would push water 
into other yards. Placing rip rap (large stones) along the creek 
bank might stabilize the creek bank but because it takes up space, 
could cause water levels to rise.

“He felt our best course of action would be to keep the creek 
as clear as possible, allowing the water to move freely in heavy 
rain and reduce the risk of flooding,” she says.  “Which brings 
us to questions: how do we homeowners go about keeping 
the creek clear, especially if a neighbor does not help or private 
property is involved? What do we do if trees are down in the 

creek? How do we clear large objects like concrete slabs? What 
help can we expect from DeKalb County, the state, EPA or federal 
government?  Which DeKalb department would we contact for 
assistance?

“We know more water is coming. Will we plan for it or try to 
mitigate? Or will we simply react once it happens?”

Rachael suggests forming a neighborhood group to discuss flood 
mitigation and prevention, and/or to clear gutters and storm 
drains, or joining DeKalb County’s Adopt-A-Stream program. She 
hopes individual homeowners can help by keeping yard trash out 
of the gutters and regularly clearing drainage grates to facilitate 
runoff during heavy rains.

As David says, the squeaky wheel gets noticed. Commissioner Patrick 
has been responsive and neighbors are encouraged to contact him 
and other commissioners to request permanent solutions.

“We can't take 
the, ‘you are in a 
flood zone, there 
is nothing we can 
do’ response that 
has been used over 
the years,” says 
David.  “This means 
emailing, calling, 
sending registered 
letters, or some 
combination of 
all of the above.  I 
welcome assistance 
from anyone 
who wants to be 
involved.  Getting 
more organized 
would certainly be 
of benefit.”

DeKalb County Contacts
 
Richard Lemke 
Director of Roads and Drainage 
rwlemke@dekalbcountyga.gov

Robert Patrick 
DeKalb County Commissioner 
rjpatrick@dekalbcountyga.gov 
404-371-3052 

Rich Greuel 
Water engineer who performed study 
Rich.Greuel@arcadis.com

DeKalb County Flood Plain map  
showing creeks and flood zones: 

https://dekalbgis.maps.arcgis.com/
apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=f24
1af753f414cdfa31c1fdef0924584

You can expand to our subdivision and 
use the index on the right to turn on the 
floodplain layer. An example of Summitridge Drive flooding

mailto:rwlemke@dekalbcountyga.gov
mailto:rjpatrick@dekalbcountyga.gov
mailto:Rich.Greuel@arcadis.com
https://dekalbgis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=f241af753f414cdfa31c1fdef0924584 
https://dekalbgis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=f241af753f414cdfa31c1fdef0924584 
https://dekalbgis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=f241af753f414cdfa31c1fdef0924584 
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770.421.5323
fenceshield.com
Using quality products from

We clean fences the right way using time proven techniques.
We specialize in restoring sun-damaged 

fences to like new condition.
We use Pet & Plant safe fence cleaning agents 

for your peace of mind.
Give the pros at Fence Shield a ring and we'll 

rrejuvenate your fence in a jiffy!

Fence Shield provides superior staining & sealing
services at competitive prices. 

We use the highest quality stains & sealers from Cabot. 
See why your Lilburn & Tucker neighbors

trust Fence Shield to preserve & protect their fences.

We paint fences the right way for a long-lasting finish.
Whether you have a picket fence, a dog-ear or shadowbox,

our fence painting craftsmen have
the know-how & manpower to get the job done.
Our quality fence paints from Cabot will beautify 

and protect your fence.

clean

stain & seal

paint
Give the professionals at Fence Shield a call.

We offer CONTACT-LESS, free estimates!
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Our neighborhood school, Pleasantdale Elementary School, is 
made up of a large, vibrant and proud community of learners 
and leaders representing diverse backgrounds and cultures. At 
the Pleasantdale Parent Teacher Organization (PTO), our goal is to 
support the education of all children at Pleasantdale Elementary 
by fostering relationships among the school, parents and 
teachers. But, as it has for many other organizations, the COVID-19 
pandemic has made our challenging job of creating genuine 
connections even harder. Without the ability to hold in-person 
events or utilize the school building in any way, we have had to 
shift our focus to smaller projects and continue to brainstorm 
community-building ideas we can accomplish with our small 
group of already thinly-stretched parent volunteers.

One of our first goals of the school year was to build a sense of 
community and raise funds by selling Pleasantdale T-shirts in a 
fun and vibrant design, using an online platform. There was a lot 
of excitement among teachers, but with no back-to-school event 
to distribute information to families, communicating with the 
community proved to be extremely difficult. 

One way we hope to improve communication between the 
school and the community is through the Pleasantdale PTO’s new 
website, https://bit.ly/PESPTO, which allows us to not only 
post information, but also to create forms, register new members, 
send out email blasts, and build a member database for broader 
future communications. The cost of the website subscription was 
donated to the Pleasantdale PTO by the Henderson Middle School 
Foundation. We are very grateful for access to this technology.

During this unusual school year, the Pleasantdale PTO has 
supported teachers by purchasing and distributing small dry-
erase boards and markers for use during online teaching. We plan 
to purchase face masks with the Pleasantdale logo for school staff. 
Additionally, because the new Pleasantdale Elementary building 
was not equipped with a refrigerator for staff use, the PTO 
decided to purchase a refrigerator for the teachers’ lounge, which 
will be delivered in January. Finally, thanks to the generosity of 
Northcrest’s “Girls of Summer,” the PTO has helped distribute 
donated Kroger gift cards to Pleasantdale families in need.

Due to the ongoing struggles related to the pandemic, the PTO has 
decided to waive the $20 membership fee this school year. If you’re 
a Pleasantdale parent or teacher, you can join for free; we want to 
hear from you. If you have a question or idea, want to donate or 
volunteer, or for any other reason, visit https://bit.ly/PESPTO and 
reach out. Most of all, please register and become a member today. 
We can’t continue to build and support relationships without an 
active and supportive community!

The Pleasantdale PTO Executive Board is made up of teachers and 
parents, several of whom are Northcrest neighbors. They are: Jessica 
Hayes, President; Stacey Vigil, Vice President; Rashun Harris, Treasurer; 
John-Paul Vigil, Secretary; Tamika Stewart and Tiffany Gomez, 
Volunteer Coordinators; Marie Martinez, Member-at-Large; Sherry 
Lomack, Teacher Liaison.

Find us at: https://bit.ly/PESPTO 
Email us at: ptopleasantdale@gmail.com

Our Neighborhood School
By Stacey Vigil 
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What do you call a great group of accomplished ladies who get 
together for the fun of it? – the “Girls of Summer”!  There is minimal 
organization, other than a private Facebook chat room, and a loose 
schedule of Thursday night dinners and Sunday morning coffees at 
the new pavilion at the Northcrest Swim and Tennis Club (socially 
distancing around a fire pit in recent days, of course). They are also 
the first to raise their hands to bring soup or a meal, contribute to a 
cause or volunteer their time to organizations.

Edda Knight is the unofficial leader, and most likely to bring the 
coffee, extra cups, spoons, or good chocolate. She is also the first 
to step up to help. Edda works diligently at the Club, planting 
and maintaining the flowers pots and beds. Edda and her 
husband Merrill are always on call to help with all neighborhood 
events. Edda has turned the Girls of Summer monthly birthday 
gatherings into a food drive contribution to the Holy Cross Pantry, 
collecting and delivering staple items on a monthly basis. 

The Girls of Summer come from all corners of the neighborhood, 
and some are former or nearby neighbors who treasure their 
Northcrest connection and friends. The group is currently 
composed of Edda Knight, Virginia Coxen, Carole Porter, Kathy 
Dunn Taube, Kathy Cavallaro, Lana Chase, Megan Dooley, Brenda 
Nicholson, Elsa Hunt, Carmen Lourdes Amaya, Sheryl Nelson, 
Liza Everett, Shirley Wilcox-Bruce, Jenay Denman, Fran Hedrick, 
Carolyn Crosby, Ellen Ash, Alison Tyrer and myself. 

404-428-9264

ATLANTA

Highly Reviewed Online!

Houses • Driveways
Pool Decks • Stone

Brick • Patios

tuckerpressurewashing.com

These ladies have had distinguished, varied careers (a few 
are still working), that have made life a little better for all they 
served. Among the group are nurses and healthcare workers, 
teachers, business administrators, those who have served in the 
hospitality and airlines industries and more. Some are mothers 
and grandmothers. They have varied political views and great 
amazing travel stories. 

Since they first got together for a little aerobic exercise every 
morning, they have become dear friends. Whether planning a 
trip to Guatemala for Spanish lessons, volunteering, or delivering 
staples to the local food pantry, these ladies are the epitome of 
good neighbors and are an asset to our Northcrest neighborhood.

Northcrest’s “Girls of Summer:”  Our Unofficial Ambassadors 
By Deb Knott
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2021 Early Bird Discount
The Northcrest Swim and Tennis Club 2021 Early Bird 
Membership discount ends soon! Early Bird Memberships 
provide the Club a pool (pun intended) of funds necessary 
to kick off the operation of the pool season which is why 
they are so important to the club and its members.  But 
the best part of Early Bird is the discount!  All returning 
members receive a 5% discount when paying your 
membership dues before February 28, 2021.

2021 Board Members Needed
There are still a few openings on the board we are hoping 
to fill.  Become a board member and receive a 25% discount 
on your 2021 dues.  Interested?  Send us an email at 
membership@northcrestclub.com

Open positions: 
Grounds Coordinator 
Secretary 
Volunteer Coordinator

404.919.4429

 Specializing in mid-century
exterior home painting

midcenturyhomepainters.com

Expanded Activities
The NSTC is aiming to make our club more versatile than 
just a swim and tennis club.  Over the years we have built 
and large open pavilion, added mobile hoops to convert 
the play court to a basketball court, and built a volleyball 
court.  Beyond that, we have horseshoe and disc golf.   
The Back Forty is a great place for kids and adults to play 
soccer, softball/baseball, or football.  Do you like Nature?  
Did you know that members of the club have begun to 
build trails in the wooded area behind the Back Forty?  
Take a stroll through the trails and you just might see a 
deer, turtle, or fox.

Remember to join early so you can enjoy all these 
amenities all year long!

2021 Sponsors
Neighbor deal – Become a sponsor and get our 
Digital Add-on package on us.  See package details 
on our website at northcrestclub.com/sponsors

Northcrest Swim and Tennis Club Wants You in 2021!
By Jael Sipes  

mailto:membership@northcrestclub.com
http://northcrestclub.com/sponsors
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Juli@ThePerfectProperty.com
404-668-8975

ThePerfectProperty.com

Spread Kindness,
share the 30 day

challenge!

Support a
charity, cause or
campaign you

really care about

Be generous. Feed
someone with
food, love or
kindness today

Look for
something positive
to say to everyone
you speak to

Appreciate
kindness and

thank people who
do things for you

Get outside.
Pick up litter or
do something
kind for nature

Contact someone
you can't be

with to see how
they are

Leave a positive
message for
someone else

to find

Buy an extra item
and donate it to a
local food bank

Practice gratitude.
List the kind

things others have
done for you

Congratulate
someone for an
achievement that
may go unnoticed

Call a relative who
is far away to
say hello and
have a chat

Offer to help
someone who is
facing difficulties
at the moment

Do something
helpful for a
friend or

family member

Surprise a
neighbor with

a treat

Give away
something that
you have been
holding on to

Choose to give or
receive the gift of

forgiveness

Be kind to the
planet. Eat less
meat and use
less energy

Give kind
comments to as
many people as
possible today

Notice when you're
hard on yourself or
others and be kind

instead

Share a happy
memory or

inspiring thought
with a loved one

Buy locally
and support
independent
shops near you

Bring joy to
others. Share

something which
made you laugh

Turn off digital
devices and really
listen to people

Make a gift for
someone who is
homeless or
feeling lonely

Listen
wholeheartedly to
others without
judging them

Contact an elderly
neighbor and
brighten up
their day

Contact someone
who may be alone
or feeling isolated

Treat everyone
with kindness
today, including

yourself

Let someone know
how much you
appreciate them

and why
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Community Affairs Update
By Chuck Hunt

Pleasantdale School:  Contractors have completed all work 
on the school and school grounds, with some minor punch 
list items. There is a phased approach for re-opening. Learn 
more about the DeKalb School System’s plan at this website: 

https://www.dekalbschoolsga.org/news/dcsd-
announces-re-opening-plan-news-release

In a December conference call, Dr. Harrington addressed 
neighbors’ questions and concerns. DeKalb Schools has closed 
the new playground and field to the public at this time, due 
to Covid concerns and to allow the new turf to establish, 
but intends to open them for public use later this year.  Staff 
agreed to monitor water runoff and cars observed jumping the 
curb onto Northlake Drive, and to address them if problems 
persist. Staff continues to work with DOT on installing a 
traffic signal and crosswalk at Pleasantdale Road, which have 
been approved but await final funding, design approval and 
contracting.  As we receive updates on these and other issues, 
including landscaping, and maintenance and security of the 
parking lot, we will post them on the Northcrest website.   

UPS:  With the holiday season, UPS noise again became an 
issue. Neighbors have been in contact with UPS, and UPS has 
promised to try and identify and address the specific noise 
occurring.

Speed humps:  Thanks to efforts by Northcrest residents in 
the affected area, speed control humps have been approved 
for the section of Summitridge Drive between Archwood and 
Eaglerock.  A total of five humps are planned, with warning 
signage on each end of the stretch.  DeKalb County has not 
committed to a specific completion date.  

Scan this QR code or visit  
northcrestcivicassociation.com  
to join or renew today!

Northcrest Civic Association

https://www.dekalbschoolsga.org/news/dcsd-announces-re-opening-plan-news-release 
https://www.dekalbschoolsga.org/news/dcsd-announces-re-opening-plan-news-release 
http://northcrestcivicassociation.com
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In keeping with Northcrest’s spirit of creativity, an orange 
construction barrel decorated for the holidays appeared in 
front of the planter one year. The Garden Club also reached out 
to neighbor and landscape architect Danna Cain to design a 
plan selecting the best plants to accentuate the new sign and 
withstand our southern weather.  

Unfortunately, disaster struck again when Regalwoods was 
repaved in 2019. The planter’s concrete base was damaged and 
the pavement markers removed. This fall, the Garden Club had 
the base repoured with rebar reinforcement. Other improvements 
were the addition of reflectors and a reflective paint border. The 
brick was recently pressure washed courtesy of Atlanta Pressure 
Washing, owned by a Northcrest neighbor. Visit their website at 
atlanta-pressure-washing.com

Additionally, the streetlight near the entrance had stopped 
working, but was fixed after several Garden Club members 
reported it to Georgia Power. The Garden Club also has plans  
to add new solar lighting and pavement markers and is  
currently asking DeKalb County to install another streetlight  
near the entrance.  

Since the 1960s, the Northcrest Hoe ‘n Hope Garden Club has 
maintained the Northcrest sign and planter at the main entrance 
on Regalwoods. Members through the decades have picked up 
litter, weeded, changed the plantings, and hauled buckets of 
water to the planter during dry summer months. The club also 
decorates the sign for the holidays.

New Look Sprouts for Northcrest Entrance Planter
By Amanda Wollnick 

Pressure Washing, Before & After

The planter has undergone several changes over the years. After 
it was hit by a drunk driver in 2009, the planter was beyond 
repair, so the Garden Club decided it was an opportune time to 
revamp the sign to reflect the modern aesthetics of Northcrest 
homes. There weren’t enough funds in the Garden Club’s bank 
account nor after the driver’s insurance payout to replace the 
sign and planter, so the club reached out to our always-generous 
neighbors to help raise funds for a new sign and sponsored a sign 
design contest. Many talented neighbors submitted designs and 
the neighborhood voted for the winner. The winning design is 
reflected in the current sign, which was adapted to fit space and 
construction requirements. 

During the planter rebuild, the Garden Club added improvements 
such as solar lighting and reflective pavement markers, hoping 
to prevent another vehicle from hitting the rebuilt planter. 

Entrance sign destroyed by drunk driver in 2009

https://www.atlanta-pressure-washing.com
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Mid Century & Me
What’s the best part of living in your Northcrest home during the winter months? Relaxing in front of the fireplace!  Here are a few of your 
neighbors’ favorite spots. 

Andy and Jacqueline Cohen

Lin and Adrienne Holcomb

Brock Nelson

Fred Brazzell, Corey Cushing and Booker!

Brian Robboy

Jamie and Sara Crosby

Joella Duncan

Virginia Coxen

Douglas Morrow



3425 Archwood Dr

3428 Archwood Dr

3722 Summitridge Dr 3420 Archwood Dr

3474 Thornewood Dr

 VANESSA
 REILLY   

C: 404.556.1733
O: 404.974.9550

SOLD $623,000 - $23,000 OVER LIST PRICE!!

SOLD $436,500

SOLD $431,000 SOLD $475,000

SOLD $429,000

SOLD $477,000 - $27,000 OVER LIST PRICE!!

162 Longview Dr

“When it came to choosing a real estate agent,  
my wife and I had an unfair advantage: we lived 
in Northcrest for 18 years. Year after year, we saw 
the listings in our neighborhood, we visited open 
houses to see how the homes were staged, we saw 
the social media/digital/print marketing, tracked 
the prices, and paid attention to how long homes 
were on the market. Hands down, there was no  
comparison when it came to choosing who would  
do the best job selling our home - it was Vanessa 
with Domo! Selling our home was the most unex-
pectedly EASY process - it still boggles my mind! 
We closed for top dollar, and the process could  
NOT have been any smoother. Vanessa is a true 
delight to work with, and people, she KNOWS her 
stuff!! She has built a vast network: a long long list 
of buyers and buying agents looking to her for  
mid-century homes, relationships with owners so 
she knows about new listings before anyone else, 
and she has the best team of vetted contractors to 
help you get from inspection to closing. I would 
HIGHLY recommend her to anyone looking to buy  
or sell a mid-century home in Atlanta - you will  
not be disappointed.” 

–Patrick, 3195 Lynnray Dr.

RECENT
SALES


