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Eggs, Bunnies, Chocolate!
Northcrest Swim and Tennis Club recently 
hosted it's third annual Easter Egg Hunt, 
which included a lawn picnic, an Easter 
egg hunt and even an appearance from a 
cute and cuddly Easter rabbit. Make sure 
you visit NorthcrestClub.com for an 
egg-citing lineup of events in 2018! 

Photo courtesy of Northcrest resident, 
Patrick Williams.
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Happy Spring, Northcrest!  In my opinion, this may very well be the best time of 

year.  Everything is blooming and the neighborhood is alive with color!  We are 

all cleaning our curbs and neatening up our yards as part of the Northcrest Hoe 

n’ Hope Clean Up, and breaking out of our winter hibernation in anticipation for 

pool season at the Northcrest Swim and Tennis Club.  

Spring is a time of renewal. And speaking of renewal, I want to personally thank 

each and every one of you that either joined the Northcrest Civic Association 

(NCA) as a new member, or continued your patronage.  We appreciate all of you 

and look forward to doing our part as a civic group to make Northcrest an even 

better place to live.  

Our Membership Madness drive was a great success, with a total of 32 new 

members signing up and 114 renewing during the contest.  Competition was stiff 

but in the end, no one could compete with Team South, led by yours truly.  Team 

South residents — stay tuned for details regarding our upcoming PIZZA PARTY!

Some of the biggest news in the ‘hood pertains to the development of a 

Neighborhood Watch.  Led by the efforts of Jim Taylor, the neighborhood is 

getting closer to the goal of having enough coverage to qualify to be an official 

Neighborhood Watch.  Pretty much everyone will tell you that the best thing 

that you can do to improve your safety is to get to know your neighbors.  The 

Neighborhood Watch provides you with that opportunity, and creates a virtual 

safety net among neighbors.  If you are interested in participating, please 

contact Jim Taylor or the NCA.

Looking forward, we have some big plans for the summer!  We will, of  

course, have a table at the upcoming Hoe n’ Hope Tour of Homes on April 22nd.  

We will have our 3rd annual Fourth of July Parade, not to mention our annual  

Steel Dreaming Summer Party!  I look forward to seeing you there!

Ingrid Nuss 
President

April 21st - Atomic Dash 5K Move-a-Thon

April 22nd - Tour of Homes

April 30th - Neighborhood Watch Meeting

May 5th - Cinco de Mayo Celebrations

May 26th - Low Country Boil



SPRING 2018  northcrest news  |  1  

Cover Story:  
2018 Tour of Homes
If you love April in Northcrest as much as we do, there’s an even better reason to love it even more — the 2018 Northcrest Tour of 
Homes will be held Sunday April 22nd! 

Organized by the Northcrest Hoe ‘N Hope Garden Club, the Tour of Homes is your chance to step inside some of Northcrest’s finest 
homes and gardens, meet your neighbors, and have a chat with some of the homeowners.

Want an exclusive sneak peek at one of the featured homes on the tour? Meet Grant & Mark, whose fab Northcrest MCM house with 
a killer pool is just one of the beautiful homes featured on the tour.  Look for the official Tour of Homes brochure included with this 
newsletter. See you there!

Neighborhood Spotlight:  
Jim Nelson, That Theatre Guy
Northcrest resident Jim Nelson said he first appeared on stage when he was five years old reciting a poem for a PTA meeting at his 
school.  He was nervous and scared, but he said, "As I was speaking, I looked around at the audience and thought, 'Wow, this is neat.'"  
Jim knew at that moment he loved being "on stage" and has been most of his life.  He appeared in plays in Grade School, and High 
School, and majored in Theatre in College where he also ran the scene shop, and produced plays for an all student run Experimental 
Theatre.  He dreamed of becoming a famous Broadway Producer/Director when he graduated.  But, there was a war still raging in 
Vietnam, and faced with the draft, he enlisted in the Army and became an Airborne Infantry Officer.  While serving at Fr. Gordon, GA, he 
met the love of his life, Marty, got married, and started a family.  When he was finally released from Active Duty, going into theatre did 
not seem like a viable option.  So he went to work, provided for his family, put a couple of his children through college, and obtained 
three more degrees for himself:  an MA in History/Political Science, a Master of Divinity, and Doctor of Ministry in the area of Ethics.

Still many of the jobs he held kept him "on stage."  He was the Community Programs Director for the Cincinnati Bicentennial 
Celebration, where he frequently appeared on TV and radio, and spoke to well over 100 groups as a primary spokesperson for the 
Celebration.  Over the years he has had part-time jobs as a DJ on a Country & Western station and as an adjunct faculty member in 
Speech/Oral Communication and several other subjects at three universities. 

When he retired in 2016, Jim decided to go back to his first love, Theatre, while he still could.  He has gotten involved with several 
Community Theatres in the area which allows him opportunities to act, direct, produce, design and build sets, hang lights, and even 
write plays.  He is currently the Associate Artistic Director for Staged Right Theatre (SRT) in Lilburn and was a Board Member with Main 
Street Theatre (MST) in Tucker.   He is an actor and writer for the Onion Heads Sketch Comedy Group which appears at Onion Man 
Productions (OMP) in Chamblee.  He will be appearing with them again Apr. 26-28, along with fellow Northcrest resident Becca Barnes .  
He also was the Assistant Director for Looking at OMP, and will be Directing two 10-min plays as part of their "Summer Harvest" in June.  
Currently he is directing The Adventures of Tom Sawyer for Lionheart Theatre in Norcross, which will be May 11-27.  

Jim says he is having the time of his life doing what he always dreamed of doing. One day when scouting a location for MST to perform 
one of their Murder Mysteries, Jim said he was walking down a hallway toward the receptionist who looked up and said, "Hey, I know 
you, you're that theatre guy."  She had recently seen him at one of Main Street's productions at the Tucker Rec Center.  Jim said he liked 
that title:  Jim Nelson:  That Theatre Guy.  If you get the chance, go and see one of his many upcoming productions.  And, "If you know 
of someone who needs help with a show, give me a call," he said.  BTW, he is also one of those crazy people you see running through 
the neighborhood in the morning. Try not to run him over.
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Back for the 8th year in a row, Sweep 
the Hooch is an annual day of service 
to the Chattahoochee River watershed 
mobilizing volunteers on foot, in waders, 
or kayak/canoe paddlers, to remove trash 
at locations throughout the watershed. 
Sweep the Hooch brings people together 
to give back to the mighty river that gives 
us so much. Over the past seven years 
Sweep the Hooch has removed more 
than 57 TONS of trash with the assistance 
of more than 3,500 volunteers!

This year, Sweep the Hooch organized 
more than 40 cleanup locations 
throughout 100 river and tributary  
miles — from the headwaters above Lake 
Lanier, through the Chattahoochee River 
National Recreation Area and Atlanta, and 
down to West Point Lake.

Northcrest partnered with the North 
Briarcliff Civic Association, who 
sponsored a cleanup last year behind the 
Shallowford Publix, helping with a creek 
cleanup on a portion 
of the North Fork 
of the Peachtree 
Creek between 
Northcrest 
Road and 
Spaghetti 
Junction. The 
area cleaned 
runs alongside the 
Atlanta Silverbacks 
property, who generously allowed us 
to use their parking lot as a staging area 
and sponsored the trash container for all 
of the debris collected.  We are looking 
forward to partnering with the Silverbacks 
on other events as well. 

Stay tuned for information about an 
upcoming neighborhood night at a 
home game this spring!

Top Five Safety Tips for Northcrest
by Chad Hannula

The NCA’s latest appointment to the Safety & Security Committee, Chad Hannula, knows 
a thing or two about keeping your home secure. With 20 years’ policing experience (and 
also a Northcrest resident since 2007), Chad’s expertise in keeping people safe will be 
invaluable to the NCA and the neighborhood. 

The NCA recently caught up with Chad to learn about his ‘Top Five Safety Tips’ that all 
Northcrest residents can apply for a safer, more secure Northcrest.

Get to Know Your Neighbors
Get to know your neighbors, their cars, and the people that visit their home regularly. 
There is no better deterrent to crime than vigilant people. If a neighbor is home, then 
they have a better chance of witnessing suspicious activity than anyone else. However, 
we don’t want the police being called if the housekeeper or exterminator are there 
working. So, if you have a good relationship with your neighbors then having their 
phone number and making a call to verify the situation is always a worthwhile 
endeavor. 

The Clean Car Campaign
Use the Clean Car Campaign method. If there is nothing visible inside your car from 
outside it deters an opportunity thief from choosing your vehicle. Thieves will target 
vehicles that they see as a high possibility of reward vs. risk. Gym bags, briefcases, 
laptop bags, and visible cords are items they look for. Hiding the items or taking them 
inside will reduce your risk.

Trash Day Opportunities
When making purchases of new high-dollar items such as computers, TV’s, or other 
easily portable items, keep the boxes inside until trash day. Putting boxes on the 
street lets the thief know that if they break in, they will be rewarded with a new easily 
portable and salable item. Before putting the boxes out, cut them up and put the 
identifying marks down so when someone drives by they see only cardboard — not a 
billboard advertisement of what you’ve just purchased.

Traveling? Tell Your Neighbors
When you travel, have your neighbor or someone pull your garbage cans off the 
street and collect newspapers or advertisements that are thrown in your driveway. 
There is no better indicator that no one is home than this. If you are gone for an 
extended period of time have that neighbor change the lights you left on so your 
home always appears occupied.

Light it Up!
Motion lights are highly recommended at all corners of your home. Criminals commit 
crime where they feel safe doing so, and a light coming on when they get close to 
your home will not only make them visible to neighbors and passersby, but will also 
make them unsure if the light was motion activated or if someone saw them. Cameras 
are also a great deterrent (expensive but effective). If you choose cameras, positioning 
is important and having a property evaluation prior to install is always a good idea.

These are simply tips that can help improve safety and crime reduction, nothing is 
foolproof or guaranteed. 

Join the NCA Safety Committee on 
April 30th at 7pm at Buckeye’s Getaway 

for a neighborhood meeting on the 
new Neighborhood Watch program.



SPRING 2018  northcrest news  |  3  

Northcrest Remembers ‘Mr. Paul’
by Jim Taylor

It is with great sadness that Northcrest says a final goodbye to long 
time resident and neighbor, Paul Halpern. Known to most as ‘Mr. 
Paul,’ he touched the hearts of nearly everyone he met. Despite 
declining health and misfortunes in life that would have kept a 
weaker person down, Mr. Paul was always happy, attributing his 
longevity to a relentless determination to better himself each day.

Those that knew Mr. Paul are familiar with the amazing stories he 
often shared about his life. He was born in New York and educated 
at MIT, later working as a successful architect for many years. During 
the Korean War era he was in the United States Army and a prisoner 
of war for several years. After the loss of his wife and a young 
daughter, Mr. Paul and his other daughter moved to Northcrest in 
the early 70’s.

In recent years, neighbors reached out to Paul with offers of food 
and friendship. He thoroughly enjoyed both and often expressed 
how much he appreciated and cared about his neighbors. He truly 
considered neighbors part of his extended family and always asked 
how he could return the kindnesses bestowed upon him.

Highlights from the last months of Mr. Paul’s life included visits from 
neighborhood children, who were fascinated with his enormous 
feet and zippy electric wheelchair. He likewise adored children 
and often commented on the potential they represented for the 
world. Northcrest dogs also identified with the kind soul in Mr. Paul, 
leading their people up to his front porch where he could often be 
found enjoying nature. Neighbors arranged lunch outings to honor 
him on Veterans Day, arranged special transportation so that he 
could participate in religious services and, in February,  brought him 
a cake and his favorite meal to celebrate his 90th birthday.

Mr. Paul’s final days included visits from many neighbors who made 
sure he knew of our respect and love. Services were fittingly held on 
the first day of spring — March 20 — at Crest Lawn Memorial Park. 
His family as well as several members of his Northcrest ‘neighbor 
family’ attended.

While he will be missed — neighbors will remember the  
quote from the POW/MIA flag that flew in his yard —  
like his fellow soliders, Mr. Paul will never be forgotten.

Northcrest Clean-Up Morning
by Leigh Heymann

The Northcrest Hoe ‘N Hope Garden Club is organizing 
a clean-up morning for Northcrest on April 14th, where 
residents will be able to participate in various clean-up 
activities. If anyone is interested in helping out to make 
Northcrest even more beautiful, please meet at the 
Northcrest Swim and Tennis Club (3524 Bowling Green Way) 
at 9:00am, where gloves, bags, etc., will be distributed to  
all helpers.

The clean-up team will then be split up into smaller groups 
to tackle the litter on various Northcrest streets. If you’re 
unable to join that morning, why not consider picking up 
on your street or in front of your home at a time that is 
convenient for you?

On behalf of the Hoe ’N Hope Garden Club, thank you for 
helping to keep the neighborhood clean and showing your 
Northcrest pride!

When: April 14th, 9:00am 

Where: Northcrest Swim and Tennis Club, 3524 Bowling 
Green Way

Contact: Leigh Heymann, leighheymann@gmail.com

Pleasantdale Teacher 
Appreciation Party
by Melanie Marks

This past Christmas’ Angel Tree is still filling my heart with joy. 
We put presents under the tree and food on the table for 60 
children in need! Next year, we go larger. 

Now it’s time to thank the teachers and staff of Pleasantdale 
Elementary for all of their hard work and dedication.  

So, on Saturday, May 19th (from 4-7pm), we are throwing 
them a party — CARNIVAL STYLE!  There will be food and 
games, fun, laughter, and cotton candy. Every carnival party 
needs cotton candy. While the teachers/staff and their 
families are the guests of honor, all Northcrest neighbors  
are invited.

Now here is the big ask...this is going to take some 
“Northcrest Magic” to pull it off.  We need volunteers (both 
in advance of the 19th and during the party), lawn games, 
tables, food, raffle items, and monetary donations. Oh, and a 
cotton candy machine. 

Please contact Melanie (619-994-5933), Paige or Min if you 
can help. We will also have links on Facebook to donate and/
or sign up to volunteer. 

Thank you in advance for helping to support the  
amazing people who dedicate their lives to educating  
our local children!

www.remcraft.com(800) 327-6585

See the full line of Retro 
by Remcraft fixtures  
on our new web site! 

BUILT TO 1960s STANDARDS • TODAY’S TECHNOLOGY

LED LIGHT OPTION!
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Let’s GROW! Pleasantdale Elementary  
Community Garden is in Full Swing this Spring
by Paige Lozier

The Green Jeans Garden Club kicked off its inaugural year in December last year and is well on its way to building the foundation of a 
community garden that will service the school and surrounding community for years to come. With much support and expertise from 
Eli Montgomery of The Life Co-Op, as well as teacher sponsors, Ms. Fleet and Ms. Freise, a group of about 15 kids has dug in to get our 
community garden off the ground. A couple of caveats for the Co-Op’s backing are that the garden must be mobile, and has to be fully 
open to the community. As the new school construction will start later this spring, we knew that a mobile garden would be a necessity. 
Once the old school is torn down and turned into playfields we will have the space for a more formal community garden that will truly 
be open for both student and neighborhood growers. In the meantime, we are setting up shop in one of the school’s courtyards and 
will be able to move our mobile garden when the time is right.

The Captain Planet Foundation
We are excited to announce that on March 2nd, Pleasantdale received a grant from The Captain Planet Foundation that will provide 
three years of start-up support. Included in this support are raised beds, a fully operational food cart, curriculum resources and guidance, 
as well as help to maintain the gardens throughout the summer.  The cornerstone of this grant is that a large portion of the garden 
consist of food products for a farm-to-table collaboration with Pleasantdale’s cafeteria. Pleasantdale’s Head Dietician, Mrs. Annie Dennis,  
is a great chef and is super excited about this opportunity.

Seven Years for Avocado Fruit!
To start the growing season the kids planted several avocado trees in a unique system that involves large rice bags, which are porous, 
and filled with dirt. They are recycled, will drain, AND can be moved. Did you know it takes a whopping SEVEN years for an avocado 
tree to bear fruit? Some students will have to return in high school to see the fruits of their labor, but apparently the tree itself grows 
quite quickly. The kids are of course putting in vegetables and flowers with a faster return on investment. They have assembled five 
mobile greenhouses and seeded sunflowers in large recycled cans from the cafeteria. The other mobile planting system we are building 
is comprised of two pallets lashed together to make a triangle, on which the large potted cans will be nailed. In addition to this hard 
work, there is a school-wide effort to collect food scraps for our compost bins, and rain barrels are being constructed to complete this 
sustainable growing system.

Hoe ‘N Hope Helping Hand
Lastly, we want to thank the Hoe ‘N Hope Garden Club for their financial and volunteer support. Ms. Fleet was our guest speaker at the 
February meeting and really wowed us with her plans for the garden and how students are already thinking critically and researching 
about plants, growing techniques, and sustainability. The entire school will be able to use the garden for educational purposes, which 
will be a great tie-in to STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Maths) education and help the school comply with DeKalb School 
District’s Wellness Program. 

Come get your hands dirty with us! We will need a solid set of 
volunteers to keep the garden viable during the summer months 
when school is not in session. Interested volunteers please contact 
Stephanie Fleet c/o of Pleasantdale Elementary at 678-874-3568 or 
678-874-3502.



SPRING 2018  northcrest news  |  5  

Peachtree Creek Greenway — Connecting Northcrest to the Beltline?
by Chris Hester, NCA Vice President

Peachtree Creek Greenway, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) organization working to establish and grow a grassroots effort to bring together 
communities, organizations, businesses, and elected officials to support and create the Peachtree Creek Greenway along the North Fork 
of Peachtree Creek.  The Greenway, a linear park and multi-use trail, will enhance the environment, encourage economic opportunities, 
improve livability, and promote healthy lifestyles for residents, workers, and visitors along the route.

The vision is a transportation and recreation path and parks along the North Fork of Peachtree Creek for pedestrians, bicyclists, and 
other non-motorized vehicles providing greenspace, connecting neighborhoods, and enhancing livability from Doraville to the  
Atlanta Beltline.

The North Fork of Peachtree Creek begins at the edge of Gwinnett County and flows 13.5 miles southwest, almost perfectly parallel to 
Interstate 85 through DeKalb County.  The South Fork of Peachtree Creek begins in Tucker and flows south, then west for 15.4 miles.  The 
North and South Forks converge where Interstate 85 meets Georgia 400.  This waterway then flows for 7.5 miles almost due west into 
the Chattahoochee River just south of Vinings.

DeKalb County and the PATH Foundation created a plan for bike paths throughout DeKalb County in 1999.  “DeKalb’s Greenway Trails” 
included the 12.3 mile North Fork Peachtree Creek Trail to “tunnel commuters into Atlanta and DeKalb County employment centers.”  
Along this bike path are Century Center, Executive Park, Northeast Plaza, the Buford Highway corridor, and a MARTA rail-line station.  The 
City of Brookhaven has committed to a three-mile linear park along Peachtree Creek in Brookhaven, which will be the first portion of the 
proposed Greenway.  Ground will be broken on this project in 2018 as a part of a three-year plan.

Although this “master plan” from 1999 is still the basis for what is being done and considered today, there are opportunities to 
influence the ultimate location and route of the Greenway.  Local advocacy and support are key components of the grassroots efforts.  
Representatives from the Northwoods Area Neighborhood Association, Northcrest Civic Association, North Briarcliff Civic Association, 
and the Rose Arbor HOA recently met with representatives from the Greenway to explore the possibility of the route going through 
Spaghetti Junction and coming up to Northcrest Road.  It was discovered that there are five tunnels that go under the interstates and 
connect Northcrest to Presidential Parkway.  This is the area that will be cleaned up as part of the ‘Sweep the Hooch’ efforts (please see 
separate article for additional information).  PATH has experience with using similar tunnels as a part of their trail and bike path system.  

It’s very exciting to think that one day Northcrest residents may be able 
to walk or ride a bike from the neighborhood to the Beltline.  But, this 
will only happen if we get good support and involvement from this area.  
Please go to the website peachtreecreek.org for more information, to sign 
up for their newsletter, and/or, to make a contribution.

Stay tuned for more information on this exciting opportunity and how 
Northcresters can get involved!!

NEIGHBORHOOD BAR & GRILLE 

Every Sunday  
starting March 11  

from 6-11pm is 
NEIGHBORHOOD NIGHT  
with a Dj and Karaoke. 

470-299-2086 

3300 Buckeye Rd  
Atlanta GA 30341
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New Northcrest Club Volunteer Board  
Focuses on New Pavilion & Events for Families
Now that spring is officially here, the Northcrest Swim and Tennis Club is eager to start its 56th season with some new projects to 
help members enjoy special events and their own family celebration. A new pavilion project is in the design stages, set for a fall 
groundbreaking. Swim lesson sign-ups and all membership renewals and applications are now more convenient than ever at the club’s 
all new website—northcrestclub.com.

To recap progress to date, a new board was elected in the fall, led by Mike Sullivan as President. Karin Sullivan handles membership, 
Jessica Hayes runs swim lessons and tennis activities, Emily Camp leads a great special events team, Jamie Crosby manages overall 
marketing activities for the club, Shrestha Taylor coordinates volunteer efforts, Roberto Amaya lends his accounting expertise as Finance 
Director, and Jim Taylor has taken on grounds and property maintenance responsibilities.

Events
One of the highlights this year is an amazing events schedule that started early this year with the club’s first Holi event on March 10 and 
the Easter egg hunt, March 31. Up next is the Northcrest Atomic Dash April 21, followed by the club’s annual open house event April 22 
immediately following the Northcrest Tour of Homes. If you’re curious about membership and would like to see what the excitement 
is all about, please join us for this special event featuring a pot luck dinner and live music. Additional event information and online 
reservations for members is available at our new website. Stay tuned for a few surprises including the return of Indian Night and Family 
Fridays!

New Pavilion Space
Member and licensed architect, Silas Laubmann, has been hard at work over the winter break researching, designing, and gathering the 
necessary approvals for a new pavilion structure that will replace the current structure. The new design will initially provide over 900 
square feet of covered space with future expansion capabilities to approximately 1,800 square feet. Not only will the pavilion “solve” a 
lot of weather issues related to special events, but the design will better accommodate foot traffic in and out of the clubhouse without 
members getting wet. 

The board recently made the decision to hold groundbreaking immediately following Labor Day weekend to avoid disturbing members 
during the summer. In the meantime, planning work remains addressing preparing the site and identifying which tasks can be handled 
by volunteers and which must be hired out. Stay tuned for continued fundraising events throughout the summer to help us make this 
project a success!

Swim lessons
Based on recommendations and research from several Northcrest mamas, Northcrest Club is partnering with Safe Splash to offer 
convenient group swim lessons beginning in May. Visit northcrestclub.com to reserve a class. Reservations are first-come, first served, 
but based on demand, the club is prepared to expand. For additional questions or information, contact the swim and tennis coordinator 
via email at tennis@northcrestclub.com

Volunteering
For renewing members, you may have noticed a new option of either a $25 maintenance fee or a commitment of three hours of 
volunteer time. This is actually a returning concept suggested by some of our senior members who organized work days in the early 
days of the club. For those choosing the volunteer option, there are plenty of tasks for just about any skill level and ability. While 
most tasks involve sweat equity, there are a number of “desk” jobs that need attention. Contact the volunteer coordinator at 
membership@northcrestclub.com if you have questions about how to fulfill your three hours.

About the club
Northcrest Swim and Tennis Club was founded by a group of neighbors (primarily Hoe ‘N Hope 
Garden Club members) in 1962. While it operates as a private, 501(c)(7) “social club,” 
membership applications are accepted from neighbors both in and outside of 
Northcrest. The large pool is certainly a centerpiece of the property, but the 
club offers members a six acre “backyard close to home” with plenty of 
events to keep your crew busy from early spring through late fall.
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New to Northcrest. Welcome!
by Sheryl Nelson, NCA Welcome Committee Chair

It is exciting to see so many new faces — couples, families, singles, pets — and the NCA welcomes you all to the wonderful, historical 
neighborhood community of Northcrest. We are excited to have you here and look forward to getting to know you.

Spring is a special time in the neighborhood with a lot going on. Our annual Spring Clean-Up,  the Hoe 'N Hope Garden Club’s Tour 
of Homes, the annual Easter Egg Hunt, and the opening of the Swim and Tennis Club are just a few of the upcoming activities. To stay 
informed and up-to-date on all these happenings visit the the NCA website. If you haven't become a NCA member during the recent 
'Membership Madness Campaign' — joining online is easy!

A few words from several of our new neighbors: 

Mary Kathleen and Brian Toner
My husband Brian and I have lived in Atlanta for a year. Although he grew up in Marietta, I am originally from Birmingham, AL. We met 
in Auburn while attending school, so sorry dawgs, but War Eagle! Brian is a BCBA (board certified behavior analyst) and works for a 
small business that provides in-home services for children with different types of disabilities or problem behaviors. I am a writer and 
social media strategist, but currently work for a celebrity doctor in Atlanta as a personal assistant and for her personal brand. We have 
two dogs (Cotton and Burlap) and a cat named Knuckles. In our free time we love to avoid our responsibilities (like unpacking and the 
other MANY household projects that are currently piling up) by watching movies, playing video games, and being outside. I swear we 
are much more interesting than this blurb makes us out to be! 

Our current television recommendation is the Queer Eye reboot on Netflix, but if anyone out there watches Bravo, I desperately need 
to find someone to talk to about Vanderpump Rules! Hope to meet everyone soon!

Dan and Annie Williams
Dan and I moved to Northlake Drive in January 2018.  We previously lived in Chamblee but had been keeping an eye on Northcrest 
for several years!  I am a native Pittsburgher with a background in historic preservation and I love Mid Century modern homes.  Dan’s a 
Southerner and an avid tennis player—he’s ready for some warmer weather and the Swim and Tennis Club!  We are both excited to be 
here and looking forward to meeting new neighbors and making some new friends. 

Spencer & Katherine Caratti
We moved to Northcrest from a neighborhood in Atlanta called "Cabbagetown" last month and are so excited to be here! We 
watched Northcrest for over a year for the right house, and we finally found it. We love Mid Century Modern (MCM) design and are 
excited about making some updates to our new home — but still keeping the MCM aesthetic. We moved here for additional space 
and a little peace and quiet, which we are truly enjoying so far. We also have two 
small black-and-white terrier breed dogs who have truly found themselves now 
that they have a big back yard to run around in. We've already applied for a 
Swim and Tennis Club membership and can't wait to meet everyone in 
the neighborhood.

James & Julianna Francis
Julianna and I recently became engaged in June 2017 and were looking for a home 
to start our lives in together. At that time, I was working for a law firm in coastal Georgia 
and living on St. Simons Island. Julianna was living in Midtown and working as a recruiter for a 
company in Sandy Springs.

About two weeks after we got engaged I got a job as corporate counsel with a company in 
Duluth. Soon thereafter, I was fully moved up to Atlanta working and living. After about a month 
of living in Atlanta, we came across the flyer for an open house on Regalwoods Dr. We attended 
the open house, fell in love with the home and made an offer that same day. It felt like everything 
was falling into place! 

Fast forward a few months, we are all moved in, unpacked, and enjoying the beautiful 
neighborhood. Everyone has been welcoming, especially our neighbors across the street. It 
seems like a vibrant community in the perfection location, specifically for us. We are not sure 
what the future holds, but we are excited for the summer: pool, block parties, cookouts,  
and the like. We are happy to be a part of the community and look forward to becoming  
more active!

Please also reach out and say "Hi" to:  Stuart and Joachim on Eaglerock; 
Edward on Valley Bluff Drive; Deborah and Michael on Northbrook 
Drive; and Michael and Maya on Northlake Drive.
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Mid Century & Me
If you’re like the rest of us in Northcrest who love all things MCM, you probably have 
glanced at Instagram to check out all the latest trends, gorgeous homes, and the must-
have Mid Century items. 

Instagram is a great source of inspiration. Looking for that killer back-splash in the 
kitchen? Check. Wanting to find a gorgeous credenza for the dining room? Check. 
Need to see what color other people are painting their MCM house? Yes!

Here’s a short list of three of our favorite Instagram people and shops to follow, and 
more importantly, to be inspired by.

destinationeichler
A husband and wife company based out of San Franciso who have a dreamy portfolio 
of Midcentury properties they’ve renovated. Follow them for great kitchen and 
bathroom ideas and don’t forget to see their renovation of an Eichler property in San 
Rafael. We love!

kudzuantiques
A local favorite of many people in Northcrest and located conveniently in Decatur, with 
over 25,000 sq.ft of dealer space. Whilst not exclusively all Mid Century, they have a 
great range of dealers also covering industrial objects and style.

tilemakestheroom
Who wouldn’t fall in love with a sunny yellow backsplash or even a modern-day pink 
tiled master suite? Follow this handle to stay updated on the latest tile trends for 
kitchens and bathrooms, with an emphasis on bright colors and bold patterns.
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I usually write about preparing our gardens to help wildlife 
and creating sanctuaries for them. Hopefully many of you are 
already providing food, water, shelter (in the form of upper and 
understory trees and shrubs) and refraining from toxic herbicides 
and pesticides that harm wildlife and us. This article is about 
creating a sanctuary for ourselves in our Northcrest gardens. 

The early days of spring are about the garden re-awakening 
after winter's sleep. Temperatures warm up and it is a perfect 
opportunity to spend time simply enjoying it. I am going to 
suggest a little five step exercise to help us connect more deeply 
and relax in our gardens.

Step 1. Go outside without an agenda or goal. Just for 10-15 
minutes (more is ok). Spend this time simply observing all the 
plants and trees. No weeding, no yardwork, no cellphone. Simply 
"be" in the garden. Watch ferns unfurl their leaves. Notice the 
birds singing around you, the chattering squirrels, maybe a 
distant woodpecker. Breathe deeply and regularly and see if any 
one particular tree or plant catches your attention more than the 
others. This is the first one you will connect with. 

Step 2. Spend time for several days (at least five minutes a day) 
near this tree or plant that caught your attention. Observe it. Take 
a photo of it, draw it or write in detail what you see. What do the 
leaves look like? The shape, the color? Does the shape remind 
you of anything? Is it blooming? Does it have a scent? What is the 
texture of the leaves and bark? Imagine what it might say if you 
could hear it. What would it sound like? Write that down. 

Step 3. No need to name it, but if you wish to that can 
sometimes be helpful. Consider how many beings are supported 
by this tree or plant. If it is a tree it may provide shelter for birds, 
squirrels, and lots of beneficial insects. A shrub allows birds 
and chipmunks to hide from predators. Many provide shade in 
the heat. If they have berries or flowers then it may be food for 
insects and birds. 

Step 4. Consider this quote from The Little Prince by Antoine De 
Saint-Exupery: "One sees clearly only with the heart. Anything 
essential is invisible to the eyes." Inspired by this quote, what do 
you "feel" when you are near this plant or tree? 

Step 5. Repeat as often as you would like with as many plants or 
trees as you feel drawn to. A little notebook is great to document 
this or even use photo albums on phones. Soon the garden will 
feel like an even more welcoming place that makes our hearts 
happy and relaxed. 

There are many studies that show how even small amounts of 
time spent in nature reduce anxiety and improve our health. We 
are fortunate to have a lot of nature in our gardens, right here in 
Northcrest. The better we get to know our natural sanctuaries, 
the more connected and relaxed we will be. Our gardens can be 
a true refuge from the hectic pace of daily life, not only for us, but 
also for our animal companions who enjoy the garden with us. 
Add a little sunshine to the mix and our hearts will thank us for 
the outdoor moments of deep connection and relaxation. 

Steps for Connecting with Nature in our Gardens
by Sigrira Savitski
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In many respects, this neighborhood involvement has been the 
real driver of the Northcrest Civic Association. Please join the  
NCA to bring a voice to neighborhood development!

Northcrest Welcomes Chevron to the Neighborhood
by Deb Knott, NCA Board Member & Social Committee Chair

Way back in September 2015, a group of neighbors driving by the empty service station on the corner of Chamblee Tucker Road, once 
occupied by a valued neighborhood service provider, saw an official looking sign signaling that a SLUP (Special Land Use Permit) was 
being considered by DeKalb County to build a brand new gas station and convenience store on this busy corner.  Many neighbors from 
several neighborhoods formed a group with the purpose of having a say in the development of businesses, traffic patterns, and to create 
a more neighborhood-friendly environment in the Embry Hills Shopping Center area and surrounds.  After attending multiple meetings 
at the DeKalb County Courthouse voicing our opinion about what we needed and wanted in our area, we met on multiple occasions 
with Commissioner Nancy Jester and the owners of the property. We worked out the best situation possible under the very real zoning 
restrictions and financial investments made by the owners so that we could find what would most benefit the surrounding neighborhoods.

As many of you have suggested, we all want more restaurants, 
more retail space, and not to feel as though Embry Hills Shopping 
Center is just an exit off the expressway. However, the developers 
had made a significant investment in the property and their plans 
to build. The neighborhood group worked with our neighbor, 
Kathleen Curry, to develop a mid-century modern architectural 
style and the committee hammered out a list of conditions to 
keep the business operating in a neighborly fashion (please go to 
NorthcrestCivicAssociation.com to read the full list of conditions).

Now that this Chevron/Dunkin Donuts has finally opened in 2018, 
I personally have appreciated the upfront working relationship we 
have enjoyed with Next Level Petroleum LLC and understand that 
they want to be a great neighborhood partner.  In the next few 
months we will be checking to ensure that all of the negotiated 
conditions are met.  Please read the following interview questions 
and answers submitted by Next Level Petroleum, LLC below.

Are you pleased with the Northcrest neighborhood area input into 
the planning process of developing the final look and feel of your 
new Circle K and Dunkin Donuts store?

Yes, we were very satisfied with the Northcrest neighborhood’s 
input and thoughts on our project. We are always excited when a 
neighborhood takes a serious interest in working with us to push 
forward a vision for the community that works for everyone. We 
also had a wonderful relationship with Commissioner Nancy Jester 
and greatly appreciate her help in the development of this site.

What can we expect on how the store operates after the store begins 
operation? What training will the staff undergo? Will they be bilingual?

The store is going to be operated by professional and courteous 
employees that are trained under Circle K’s official staff training 

programs before working at the location. Some employees 
should be bilingual, but we also always take an interest in hiring 
local employees that can help towards this goal.

Are there plans for a ‘Grand Opening’? If so, what are you going to offer 
as initial incentives to generate community support? Can the community 
participate in helping plan and assist in manning the event?

Yes, we will absolutely do a Grand Opening about a month after 
the soft opening of the site. We like to have this lead time to 
ensure all the kinks are worked out before we do the significant 
event. Our typical incentives often include free giveaways, 
discounted gas prices and free/discounted drinks or food items 
inside the convenience store. Normally, we make sure to have 
representatives from our primary vendors onsite for the grand 
opening, and we would love it if the community could participate 
in planning and assisting with event as well.

Will you be open to a continuing dialogue with the community on 
how we can work together in the future to make Northcrest and 
Embry Hills a better, more desirable place to live?

Of course. We want to be long-term partners with the community 
and appreciate any input and assistance that Northcrest can 
provide. The site will be 24 hours, and we have also included an 
ad in this issue of the Northcrest News with a series of coupons 
that can be used at the grand opening. Thank you for making this 
a productive relationship and we hope to continue it well into  
the future.
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May 5th 10-5pm  
Tucker Recreation Center  
4898 Lavista Rd, Tucker, GA 30084

Painters, potters, photographers, jewelers, 
and more! Free face painting for the kids. 
Music and food too! A fun day for all.

For more information please visit:  
www.facebook.com/Artuckerga

Northcrest Civic Association thanks 
Three Dollar Café for Hosting the NCA 
Membership Madness Final Four Party!  
They are a great neighborhood partner 
(and they have great WINGS!)

Bring this ad to Three Dollar Café and 
receive 10% off your food purchase!

3537 Chamblee Tucker Road,  
Chamblee GA 30341

770 457-8875

www.threedollarcafe.com

Open Sunday – Thursday 11am to 12am and 
Friday – Saturday 11am to 2am.

UPS – Northcrest Update
by Jim Taylor

As many long time residents know, Northcrest has been trying to 
work with the nearby UPS distribution facility regarding its noise 
issues for decades. Built in the early 70’s (after the establishment 
of Eaglerock Drive and Summitridge Drive which border it) the 
facility was originally established as a “trucking company” with a 
commercial zoning. Upgrades in the early 80’s and the addition of a 
turn lane onto Northcrest Road left no doubt that the over 350,000 
sq. ft. facility operates as an industrial shipping and distribution 
center. 

With the slow death of traditional retail and growth of online 
shopping, UPS is busier than ever in recent years. While the 24/7 
cadence of crashing, squealing, beeping, yelling, and revving is a 
mild nuisance to many — for those unlucky enough to be in certain 
areas where the noise projects most, it is unbearable. 

The location has been cited on several occasions for violating 
DeKalb County ordinance 16-303 regarding noise, but using its 
influence, UPS has managed to convince DeKalb Police to stop 
issuing citations while they attempt to delay the matter in court. 
Neighbors have had enough.

After minimal efforts by UPS to mitigate their noise and a series of 
smaller court hearings over the past year, a new court date was set 
for February 22nd and neighbors successfully requested a special 
community prosecutor, who has taken genuine interest in the case. 

On February 19, several members of UPS’s corporate staff and their 
outside legal counsel called a meeting with several members of the 
UPS noise committee. Unfortunately, UPS did not come to the table 
with any solutions, discussion topics or agenda. In fact, most in 
attendance agreed the attitude of UPS was quite hostile.

UPS made it clear in this meeting that they do not believe they 
are in violation of the law, but that they also intend to challenge 
and perhaps seek a change to that existing noise ordinance. UPS’s 
corporate attorney, Jill Termini, suggested that neighbors just “deal 
with it,” while community affairs VP, Frank Morris, made it clear the 
company was “done” with Northcrest’s concerns. In follow-up to the 
meeting, UPS demanded a jury trial and an initial date has been set 
in state court for June 5, 2018. 

Whether you believe the issue to be important to you or not, 
neighbors could really use your help. Please mark your calendar and 
make plans to attend June 5. UPS attorneys were quite startled at 
Northcrest’s 30+ presence at the recent magistrate court hearing 
in December and the judge took particular notice of the crowd 
assembled. With media in attendance, whether the legal outcome 
is in the neighborhood’s favor or not, UPS will come to understand 
that they cannot simply ignore their neighbors’ concerns.

If you experience noise, the recommendation from DeKalb County 
Police and the county solicitor is to call 911 and ask to meet with 
an officer. While we are still working on having the moratorium 
on writing citations lifted, this recommendation ensures that the 
incidents are logged. To see recent news coverage on the issue 
from the Atlanta Journal-Constitution, sign the petition or learn 
more, visit UPSnoise.com.



SPRING 2018  northcrest news  |  13  

Join today!



 Vanessa Reilly
  vanessa@domorealty.com 
  C: 4O4.556.1733    O: 4O4.974.955O

3513 Regalwoods Drive SOLD $379,000

3660 Northlake Drive SOLD $399,000

3470 Thornewood Drive SOLD $325,500

3360 Regalwoods Drive SOLD $412,000

3824 Valley Bluff Drive SOLD $338,000

Renovated Mid-Century Modern Tri-level with POOL

“ Our house had not sold with our first Realtor 
and was sitting on the market with no offers for over 
6 months. We kept on seeing Domo Realty ads in our 
social media feed and all over the internet when 
we googled “Atlanta mid-century modern homes” 
(looking for our old agent’s marketing) so we finally 
decided to give Domo Realty a call. Vanessa came in 
with a staging and marketing plan that blew us away. 
She did everything she promised and more. Right from 
the start we saw a difference in her approach and the 
amount of Buyer showings literally quadrupled the 
first week it was listed. Our neighbors told us there 
was a line out the front door for Vanessa’s first open 
house. WITHIN LESS THAN A WEEK we were under 
contract for almost full list price (the exact same price 
we had it listed at with the  old agent).

    Vanessa and the Domo Team are THE mid-century/
modern/contemporary Brokerage of Atlanta, and they 
have the clientele and marketing resources to prove it!  
Thank you, Vanessa!  If only we had called you sooner! 
Don’t make our same mistake, call Vanessa, she’s the 
Realtor you want to hire the first time around.  

-Kyle & Sam (627 Valley Hall Dr.) 

Some of our recent closings in the 
Northcrest neighborhood...


