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From the NCA President

Happy New Year! Well, at least it’s a new one, and let’s hope that 2022 brings happier (and pandemic-
free) times to the world. We also, of course, hope that you join or renew membership in the NCA in 
2022! (https://northcrestcivicassociation.com/products/renew-membership)

2021 was a year of change for the Northcrest Civic Association. Our beloved Deb Knott, an inaugural 
member of the NCA and most recently its president, found a new neighborhood whose residents are 
no doubt bene�tting from her organizational skills.  She and Dave Massie opened their home to many 
neighborhood groups in need of a place to gather, and we already miss their generous hospitality. 

Job One has been to bring a mix of new and experienced talent to the NCA Board, and it was gratifying 
to see excellent turn-out at the Annual Meeting in September, where neighbors elected the slate of 
o�cers presented.

With Deb’s departure, yours truly, previously Vice President, became NCA President and Chuck Hunt 
became Vice President. Chuck is a longtime Northcrest resident and in fact was very much involved 
in a long-ago incarnation of the Civic Association. He has forged many ties to the communities and 
governmental agencies around us, so we bene�t from his expertise not only as VP, but also as our 
Community A�airs and Safety Chair. 

Jarek Beem, previously Safety Chair, and Matt Je�rs, both At-Large directors, saw their terms expire. 
Jim Nelson, a previous Board member, joins us in an At-Large capacity and, with the assistance of 
neighbor Sarah Neuburger, has taken on the production of the popular NCA-produced Northcrest 
newsletter. We owe Matt a debt of gratitude for upscaling the production quality of the newsletter 
to make it a sought-after source of neighborhood information. Matt has also been the driving force 
behind designing and acquiring the sign toppers that designate Northcrest as a Historic District (see 
article on page 5.)

Past President Chris Hester (now Executive Director of the Peachtree Creek Greenway, see article 
on page 18) and longtime Northcrest resident and Treasurer Liza Everett have been knowledgeable 
and invaluable resources about “everything NCA” for the Board – especially me! – and residents, and 
Secretary Chris Campbell has been a tremendous asset to our membership outreach as well. 

I am blessed to work with this outstanding, congenial group who have the best interests of the 
neighborhood at heart and are collaborating to make sure Northcrest neighbors can count on the NCA 
as a vital resource, and as their voice in the greater community.
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2020-2021 Northcrest 
Board Members
Elected at the Annual Meeting on September 29, 2021

     We continue to be in touch with other local groups as well as local and state legislators to 
             monitor events and proposals that might a� ect the quality of life our neighborhood enjoys, and  
        to reach out when necessary to address those same issues. We’ll continue to post updates on our   
  “Northcrest News and Alerts” Facebook page, so be sure to follow it.

   We are thrilled that Kara Revnes and Jacquie Cohen stepped up to take on the Angel Tree project, which 
          bene� ts Pleasantdale Elementary students in need…and we are even more thrilled that Northcrest neighbors 
 answered the call and ensured that 117 children – a record number – had their Christmas wishes answered (see article 
on page 14). This most important Northcrest tradition is one we will continue to support, as well as other neighborhood 
events that have a community relations aspect and contribute to a lasting appreciation for the neighborhood. 

To that end, stay tuned for announcements about 2022 events. The Board also still has an At-Large position open. 
Serving your neighborhood of choice is an extremely rewarding experience, trust me! If you’re interested, please contact 
me, or anyone on the Board; or in fact if you have any questions or concerns at all. We’re here to serve Northcresters and 
would love to hear from you!

Best wishes for a safe and prosperous 2022!

Alison Tyrer

President    Alison Tyrer

Vice President    Chuck Hunt

Secretary    Chris Campbell

Treasurer   Liza Everett

Past President   Chris Hester

At Large    Vacant

At Large   James Allen Nelson

Committee Members Vacant

Northcrest News Sta�                  James Allen Nelson, 
    Sarah Neuburger 

Are you interested in joining a committee? 
Join us at our next board meeting to get involved.

Join the neighborhood on Facebook by searching 
for “Northcrest News and Alerts”
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PHOTO CONTEST: First person to identify where this was taken 
gets to be in the next mystery photo! Email your answers to 
northcrestcivicassociation@gmail.com.
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Sign Toppers Help 
Demonstrate Our 
Northcrest Pride
By James Allen Nelson

On April 17, 2017, the Northcrest Historic 
District, a suburban residential subdivision 
located in an unincorporated area of 
north DeKalb County, Georgia, was 
o�cially added to The National Register 
by the National Park Service.  The district 
is approximately 396 acres featuring 
curvilinear and rectilinear streets with 
several cul-de-sacs. A reprint of an article in 
the July 2017 issue of the Northcrest News 
describes the history of the area, and the 
process of being recognized as an Historic 
District can be found on page 7.  

Once neighbors started to see the 
possibility of Northcrest becoming an 
Historic District, the Northcrest Civic 
Association has been looking for ways of 
advertising that fact.  There were proposals 
for �ags residents could hang on their 
house, mugs, and t-shirts, but primarily the 
Association wanted to put sign toppers on 
44 street signs in the neighborhood.  That 
dream is �nally about to become a reality.  

Several potential designs were created by 
Matt Je�rs, two of which were selected to be voted on by the membership at the annual meeting this past October.  
The design with an MCM roo�ine was overwhelmingly chosen.  Then a second vote was held regarding colors, and 
again the overwhelming choice was for MCM colors (a depiction of the winning sign mounted on a street sign is 
on the cover).  We thank Matt and the members of the sign-topper committee,  Paige Lozier, Ann DeGuire and Meg 
Councilman, who helped consult on designs and fundraising. 

“Having a national historic designation also gives you 
the freedom to remodel your house as you like, whereas 
a local historic designation like that of Druid Hills 
requires a Certi�cate of Appropriateness from the local 
preservation board.” – Prof. Richard Laub, GSU
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The cost of manufacturing the 
signs, obtaining the hardware to 
install them, and the installation 
will be about $6,000.  To cover 
the cost, a GoFundMe page was 
created.  In just a couple of weeks, 
the total exceeded the $6,000 
goal, demonstrating what a great 
neighborhood Northcrest is. The site 
is still open for contributions.  Over 
time, NCA will need additional funds 
to maintain the signs and purchase 
additional ones to replace those 
that might be damaged, so please 
continue to contribute if you can.  

As it says on the GoFundMe 
page, “Historic sign toppers build 
community identity and pride, 
cultivate an awareness of the 
importance of the designated area, 
and are a gentle reminder of the 
diversity of neighborhoods in and 
around Atlanta.” 

A question asked by a number of 
residents back in 2017, and which is 
still being asked is, “Can I make any 
changes I want to my property?”  
The simple answer is yes.  

As Prof. Richard Laub, whose 
students did the work and prepared 
the documentation to send to the 
National Park service, said in an 
interview with the Northcrest News 
sta� in 2017, “I want your residents 
to know that there is no downside 
to being designated as a National 
Historic District, only advantages.  

This distinction makes you a national 
model. … Also, your residents 
may qualify for tax credits from 
the government if they do major 
restoring of their home.  Having a 
national historic designation also 
gives you the freedom to remodel 
your house as you like, whereas a 
local historic designation like that 
of Druid Hills requires a Certi�cate 
of Appropriateness from the local 
preservation board.”  Of course 
you will still need a building permit 
from DeKalb County, and will have 
to meet their building codes; the 
designation does not change that. ♦

These are the two �nal designs neighbors voted on. The GoFundMe 
fundraiser is still open for additional donations.  
www.gofundme.com/f/northcrest-historic-sign-toppers



SPRING 2022 northcrest news  |  7  

Reprint of an article from Northcrest News July 2017

The Northcrest Historic District was added to the 
National Register of Historic Places on April 17, 2017.  The 
National Register is maintained by the National Park 
Service under the Department of the Interior.  The weekly 
listing of additions to the Historic Register for April 28, 
2017, on their website, www.nps.gov/nr, states:  

GEORGIA, DEKALB COUNTY,
 Northcrest Historic District,
 Roughly bounded by Chamblee-Tucker,    
 Northcrest & Pleasantdale Rds.,
 Doraville vicinity, SG100000883,
 LISTED, 4/17/2017

The Northcrest Historic District includes all the single-
family homes in the suburban residential developments 
of Northcrest, Hidden Acres, Concord Manor, and 
Northcrest East; as well as the Northcrest Swim 
and Tennis Club, Pleasantdale Elementary School, 
Pleasantdale Park, and the Azalea Ridge Apartments 
(formerly the Checkmate Apartments), all constructed 
between 1959 and 1975.  The area is comprised of 681 
buildings, sites, structures, and objects of which 594 are 
contributing and 87 are noncontributing.  The primary 
reasons for being a noncontributing building, according 
to the documentation submitted for the historic 
designation, are that “The noncontributing properties 
were either built outside the period of signi� cance or are 
historic properties that have lost their integrity through 
alterations and/or additions.”  

According to the documentation, “There are � ve primary 
house types within the district:  split level, ranch, A-frame 
split level, two-story mid-century traditional, and split 
foyer.  Northcrest is unique, as its predominant house 
type is the split level, making it perhaps the largest single 
collection of that type in Georgia.”    

Richard Cloues, formerly of the Georgia Department 
of Natural Resources, Historic Preservation Division is 
quoted on the o�  cial form submitted as part of the 
nominating process as saying, “Residents seek out 
this neighborhood because of an appreciation of its 
architectural character and initiated the e� orts for the 
nomination.  Formal recognitions as a district would 
validate their e� orts in preserving individual properties 
while incentivizing further e� orts to maintain and 
rehabilitate residences.”  

The Designation Was a Two-Year Process

The listing in the National Register is the culmination 
of just over two years of work by those residents of 
Northcrest with assistance from students in the Georgia 
State University Masters of Heritage Preservation 
Program, under the directorship of Dr. Richard Laub.  
The process began in the Fall of 2014 when one of our 
residents, Crystal Brown, was talking with one of her 
patients, Amber Rhea, who is an Architectural Historian 
and graduate of the GSU program, about what it would 
take to have Northcrest designated as a National Historic 
District.  Brown o� ered to hold a meeting at her o�  ce 
and posted it on the neighborhood Facebook groups.  
Brown stated that Rhea “had previously informed me 
that her professor, Richard Laub, may be interested 
in nominating our neighborhood for their next class 
project of getting another Atlanta neighborhood on 
the National Registry.  I found this to be a potentially 
valuable asset for our neighborhood ...increasing home 
value and somewhat preserving the architecture that we 
MCM lovers admire and want to protect!”  Rhea agreed 
to meet with interested residents, where she talked 
about the process and told them about Dr. Laub and his 
students in the graduate program at Georgia State.  One 
of the residents at the meeting was Paige Lozier, who 
has a Masters in Historic Preservation from the University 
of Georgia.  She agreed to head up the committee and 
to serve as the liaison with GSU if they were interested.  
Lozier got to work, sought out Dr. Laub at a public 
information meeting he was holding for another 
neighborhood, and expressed Northcrest residents’ 
interest in becoming an Historic District and in working 
with his students.     

Laub was interested.  He had previously learned of 
Northcrest from Dr. Cloues and so agreed to visit the 
neighborhood.  Once he did, he knew it would be a 

Northcrest Is Now a National Treasure
By James Allen Nelson and Peggy Hilleary 

The Designation Was a Two-Year Process
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project his students would be interested in pursuing for 
their 2016 case study.  In October of 2015, Laub gave a 
presentation to the neighborhood on “National Register 
Fact v. Fiction” at the Northcrest Swim and Tennis 
Club.  This presentation spawned the interest necessary 
to pursue the project and seek an Historic District 
designation for Northcrest.    

However, there was a cost.  Even though the students 
would do all the research and the identifying of 
supporting documentation, someone would have to 
pay for all the printing, copying, and preparation of that 
documentation; plus, the cost of holding meetings, and 
hosting the students when visiting the neighborhood.  
The total cost would eventually be about $1,000.  
Lozier thought about it and decided the only entity in 
Northcrest with the funds, organization, history, and the 
interest in the project was the Hoe ‘N Hope Garden Club.  
In late 2015 she approached Amanda Wollnick, president 
of the club,  who took it to the membership, and they 

enthusiastically agreed to fund the project.   
 
The Garden Club’s history dates back to the 1960s.  
Over the years members have been actively involved 
in improving and beautifying the neighborhood.  
According to the documentation submitted, “In 1982, 
Northcrest’s Hoe ‘N Hope Garden Club took on the 
Pleasantdale Park Improvement Project to provide the 
Northcrest area with facilities usually associated with a 
designated neighborhood park.”  The club raised $2,000 
“from a door-to-door solicitation, a house tour, and 
a Christmas candle sale.”  They continued to work on 
improvements to the park, maintaining and redoing the 
neighborhood signage on Northcrest Road, and hosting 
an annual Tour of Homes.   
 
According to Wollnick, not only did the Garden Club 
provide the necessary funds for the Historic Designation 
project, but their members also hosted the GSU students 
when they came to interview current and former 
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Image of the original Northcrest home plans from the 1963 P&H Realty Brochure.
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residents and drove them around to tour several homes 
representative of the various styles comprising the area.  
They even helped facilitate bringing in some long-time 
former residents, like Bebe Forehind, to be interviewed 
by the students and to provide stories and photos of 
their personal histories in the neighborhood.  They also 
provided refreshments for several of the community 
meetings.  Consequently, the Garden Club is now the 
repository for all the documentation collected and 
submitted for the nomination as an Historic District.  

The bulk of the work was done, and o�  cial forms were 
completed by the students under the direction of Dr. 
Richard Laub, Director of the Heritage Preservation 
Master’s Degree Program in the Department of History 
at Georgia State University.  The Northcrest News 
(NN) interviewed Dr. Laub.  According to his bio on 
the GSU website, he has worked in the � eld of historic 
preservation for over 25 years.  He received his initial 
training as a restoration craftsman with the National Trust 
for Historic Preservation. He then received training in the 
theory and practice of architectural conservation at the 
International Centre for the Study of the Preservation and 
Restoration of Cultural Property (ICCROM) in Rome, Italy. 
Upon returning to the U.S., Laub attended the University 
of Virginia, where he received a master’s degree in 
Planning with a Certi� cate in Historic Preservation in 
1987. 

The Interview with Richard Laub

NN:  Dr. Laub, we at Northcrest are excited about our 
designation as a historic district.  Many of us, however, 
are wondering how it all began and what the process 
was that led us to this distinction.

Laub:  I � rst heard about your community about three 
years ago when Dr. Richard Cloues with the State 
Historic Preservation O�  ce told me about an interesting 
neighborhood called Northcrest that was a split-level 
community with some other Mid-20th Century Modern 
styles of houses.  Later I was holding a public information 
meeting at Huntley Hills and met Paige Lozier.  She told 
me that her Northcrest community would be interested 
in a historic designation project with my students in the 
GSU master’s program. 

I visited the neighborhood and knew right away that 
this would be a great project for the students. They 
would learn and enjoy investigating this area because 
it wasn’t ancient; rather it was young enough to still be 
fresh.  They could still contact people who had lived 
there or even designed and built it.  Finishing a historic 

designation project in this district, I felt, would give them 
a leg up on this historical period.  

One of my obligations as a professor of my Studies in 
Historic Preservation class is to provide the students 
with a Capstone Project for their Masters in Heritage 
Preservation that will give them a set of skills that can 
land them a competitive job after graduation.  Not 
many people in their � eld had gone through the historic 
designation process with neighborhoods like Northcrest.  
The students would be cutting new ground.  Few states 
had nominated neighborhoods so young.  The National 
Register looks at things that are at least � fty years old, so 
not many Mid-20th Century Modern neighborhoods are 
included.  My students could graduate and say that they 
had already done this and had the skills to do it again. 
Wanting to ensure that the neighborhood could be a 
viable candidate, I decided to also talk with people in the 
area of historic preservation.  They too were interested.

NN:  After you decided that Northcrest would be a great 
choice for your master’s students’ Capstone Project, what 
were your next steps?

Laub:  One of the things that I think is important for the 
university to provide is a service to communities – giving 
them something they want and need.  So, beginning 
about November 2015, with Paige’s help, I met with the 
Northcrest neighborhood several times with my cameras 
and clipboard to make sure that this was something they 
wanted and that I had their support to go through this 
intense process with my students.  I also had to check in 
with DeKalb County to make sure they would be willing 
to share the documents that we would need to provide 

Dr. Richard Laub
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to the Preservation O�  ce. Everything looked good for 
the Northcrest project.

NN:  When your Studies in Historic Preservation class 
began in January of 2016, how did you and your students 
get started on their Northcrest project?

Laub:  First they must become familiar with the historical 
designation process, including the evaluation and all 
aspects of the project. The � nal product at the end of 
the fourteen weeks of research in Northcrest would 
include maps, copies of plats, documented interviews, 
photographs, and the completion of the o�  cial thirty-
page Historic Preservation Designation form, which we 
would submit to the Historic Preservation Division of the 
Georgia Department of Natural Resources (a process that 
would normally cost a community about $25,000).  We 
have given a copy of all of our submitted work to your 
neighborhood.         

NN:  What were some of the tasks and activities you 
and your students performed to prepare for our historic 
nomination?

Laub:  To familiarize the students with Northcrest, 
we began our research in February 2016, with guided 
tours through the neighborhood given by some of 

your residents. Then we began working on some of the 
speci� c responsibilities they would have to write about 
for the historic nomination form.

One of those responsibilities was to write a Signi� cance 
Statement that delineates what they had discovered that 
makes this district a historic one.  Many questions had to 
be explored and answered to make our nomination:

▶ What is the historic character of this 
neighborhood? (Descriptive details such as types 
of architecture, landscaping, pool, tennis courts, 
apartment buildings, sidewalks, curbs, etc.)

▶ After evaluating the individual exterior of 
each property, which ones are “a contributing 
property,” and which ones are “non-contributing” 
to the historic character?

▶ Where are the boundaries of this historic 
district?

▶ What photographs, maps, plats, and other 
documents will you include in your submission as 
Supporting Statements?

NN:  What are your � nal thoughts you would like to give 
to our Northcrest community?
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Laub:  One activity that was very memorable was the 
Oral History Night that we had on the driving range, 
which I included as part of my class, but is not required 
as part of the historic submission.  The students loved 
having one-on-one free-form research with your 
residents, past and present, and even meeting one of 
the original architects, Ernest Mastin. Students brought 
their recorders, maps, and photographs, and residents 
brought old advertisements, photos, and great stories.  
One of my favorite memories is � nding out that there are 
several houses in Northcrest with bomb shelters.

Also, I want your residents to know that there is no 
downside to being designated as a National Historic 
District, only advantages.  This distinction makes you a 
national model.  In fact, this process usually takes two 
to three years, and you achieved it in a year. You are 
way ahead of communities like Virginia Highlands and 
Morningside who are losing their ability to become 
historic districts because of the destruction of older 
homes and their replacement with “McMansions.”  Also, 
your residents may qualify for tax credits from the 
government if they do major restoring of their home.  
Having a national historic designation also gives you the 
freedom to remodel your house as you like, whereas a 
local historic designation like that of Druid Hills requires a 
Certi� cate of Appropriateness from the local preservation 
board. 

NN:  On behalf of all of Northcrest, I would like to thank 
you for your work with our community and for your time 
with me this morning.

Laub:  You are very welcome.  Please send me a copy of 
your newsletter.  I look forward to hearing more about 
your community. 

Northcrest: Planned for Leisure Living

From its inception, “Northcrest was considered one of 
the most progressive communities of its era, during 
a time when DeKalb County and the metro Atlanta 
suburbs were growing at an unprecedented rate.”   It 
began as a middle-class neighborhood with a� ordable 
homes and a safe environment for young families.  An 
advertisement in the Atlanta Constitution and the Atlanta 
Journal in August 1959 said, “Northcrest, Home of Leisure 
Living.” The cover of a 1963 brochure by P & H Realty 
Company said, “Custom designed homes in Northcrest 
planned from the ground-up for leisure living,” and 
listed homes ranging from $20,250 - $25,000.  By that 
time the pool had been constructed and the brochure 
stated, “Northcrest’s liveliest contribution to your family’s 

fun and relaxation is its private community park...a 
frolicsome oasis of two swimming pools and recreation 
area, set in seven restful, tree-shaded acres of park 
grounds.”

What was said about Northcrest at its inception is still 
true today, except for the housing prices of course.  It is 
still a beautiful neighborhood with curvilinear, tree-lined 
streets, cul-de-sacs, and wooded lots; easy access to 
the city and other parts of metro Atlanta via Interstate 
highways; well-maintained homes with distinctive 
architecture; and a middle-class neighborhood with 
a� ordable homes and a safe environment for young 
families. Today, Northcrest’s unique architecture 
and strong community ties continue to attract new 
neighbors.  Many young children still ride their bikes, play 
in the pool, take piano lessons, and provide the laughter 
that helps make a neighborhood a home.

The one di� erence is that we are much more diverse.  We 
have residents from all over the world, speaking a variety 
of languages.  We have many multi-cultural families, and 
LGBT couples.  We are, as Adrienne Holcomb of Northlake 
Trail was quoted as saying in the documentation 
submitted, “nonjudgmental and community-oriented.”  

Now it’s time to let the celebration begin. ♦

James Allen Nelson is the Editor of the Northcrest News and 
former Vice President of the Northcrest Civic Association.  
He was previously the Editor of the Wesleyan Christian 
Advocate.  He is currently an At-Large member of the NCA 
Board.

Peggy Hilleary is the former Secretary of the Northcrest Civic 
Association and an English teacher.

Now it’s time to let the celebration begin. 

Paige Lozier (left) and Amanda Wollnick (right).
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Northcrest Running Group
By Sandra Senn

Last spring, Hillary Barton posted a note to the 
Northcrest Atlanta Facebook page wondering if 
there was a neighborhood running group.  Someone 
responded and said no, but there are plenty of runners, 
and tagged me on his response.  I started thinking about 
getting all the Northcrest runners into a separate group 
where we can share our experiences with running, o� er 
advice and support, give water at rest stops, share racing 
events and perhaps get groups together to train for 
races.  

I created a group, and sure enough folks around the 
neighborhood started joining.  Since then, we have 
shared our experiences, shared times that we would 
be running to get others to join us, and we also had a 
physical therapist do a session with our group to give 
advice on shoes, and running-related injury recovery and 
prevention.  We had several people post notes about 
good places to get shoes and even some races around 
town.  One particular race mentioned in the group got 
cancelled due to Covid, but as we recover from Covid, 
more and more races will be happening again, so I look 
forward to training/racing with our Northcrest neighbors.

The physical therapist event, hosted in my front yard, 
featured Daniela Espino, who is a licensed therapist, 
has her own practice in town, and has worked with 
many athletes.  She gave advice on injury recovery and 
prevention.  I found her session particularly informative 
because she gave me speci� c advice on how to recover 
from Achilles tendonitis, and her advice of how/when to 
stretch, and when not to stretch, strengthening exercises, 
shoes, and what types of runs to avoid while recovering, 
made me back on my feet in full training mode in a 
matter of a couple of weeks!

We have a good group of runners in our neighborhood 
Facebook group–all ages and experience levels–from 
people just starting out with a couple miles, to full 
marathon runners.  To join, just look up Northcrest 
Running Group on Facebook and check out the site for 
posts on activities coming up! ♦

Northcrest Atlanta Foodies
By Adam Sellers

Greetings from the kitchen! Welcome to all the new 
neighbors and hello to all the longer-term ones!  
“Northcrest Atlanta Foodies” on Facebook is a site for 
neighbors to post about food, restaurants, and drinks. 
We love to see what is cooking in your kitchen! We love 
to plan fun events for the neighborhood, from visiting 
chefs to food trucks, to a more re� ned dining experience. 
We are hoping to bring back the virtual lessons and 
cooking groups. What fun food ideas can you share with 
the neighborhood?  

I am a huge fan of snacks. One of my crowd-pleasing 
favorites is Queso Fundido. Grab your favorite chorizo 
and add it to a cast iron pan and get a nice sear on the 
crumbled meat. Once brown, remove the meat and drain 
most of the grease. With a little oil left in the pan, add 
diced onion, and feel free to take it further with some 
peppers of your choice. Once soft and smelling good, 
add the meat back in and combine it all. Take the pan 
o�  heat, add a package of crumbled Oaxaca cheese and 
a secondary cheese of your choice on top of the meat 
and veggie mixture. Really load it up, the cheesier the 
better. Let the cheese melt and brown in your preheated 
420-degree oven. Remove and serve warm with your 
favorite tortilla chips. 

Make sure to come have some fun on Facebook at 
Northcrest Atlanta Foodies. ♦

Join the group on Facebook by searching for
“Northcrest Running Group”

Join the group on Facebook by searching for
“Northcrest Atlanta Foodies”

NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS
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Northcrest Angels Deliver Holiday 
Happiness to 117 Children in 2021
By Alison Tyrer 

More than 100 local children who might have 
experienced a threadbare holiday had their Christmas 
wishes ful� lled in December, thanks to the annual 
“Angel Tree” collaboration between generous Northcrest 
neighbors and Pleasantdale Elementary School. The 
Angel Tree, a now-beloved Northcrest tradition, was 
established several years ago by onetime resident 
Melanie Marks. 

In 2021, Lynnray Drive neighbors Kara Revnes and 
Jacquie Cohen, working with school counselor Terrence 
Moore and with the assistance of the Northcrest Civic 
Association, took on the challenge. Dozens of Northcrest 
“angels” stepped up to shop for a record 117 at-risk 
children, and packages, bikes and trikes of all sizes 
were delivered to Pleasantdale Elementary in time for 
distribution before the holiday. 

The collected and wrapped presents, which were distributed to Pleasantdale Elementary children.

Pleasantdale Elementary teachers share their gratitude 
by holding up signs that read: “Thank You Northcrest 
Community for Supporting our School.”

In addition, Debra Tala once again raised money for Kroger gift cards to 
help support food-insecure Pleasantdale families through the holidays. 
Neighbors contributed $2385, another record breaker! 

The NCA thanks Debra, Kara (& Joe) Revnes, Jacquie (& Andy) Cohen, 
Dena Burnett Sellers and everyone who contributed their time, talent 
and/or treasure to this amazing e� ort. As Debra put it, “This is such a 
beautiful neighborhood, inside and out!” ♦

Kara Revnes 
delivering 
Kroger gift 
cards from 
Northcrest 
“angels” in 
December. 
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Welcome to the Neighborhood
By James Allen Nelson

On Saturday, January 8, the Northcrest Civic 
Association held its annual New Neighbor event at 
the home of Adam and Dena Sellers on the corner of 
Beachhill Dr. and Archwood Dr.  NCA holds the event 
every year to welcome everyone who has moved into 
the neighborhood since the last New Neighbor event.  
This year it was estimated that about 20 households 
moved into the neighborhood this past year and 
about half of them attended.

Adam and Dena, who also lead the Northcrest Atlanta 
Foodies Facebook group, decided to have another of 
their food events at their house.  They invited Craig 
Headspeth, owner of Mascogo Tacos pop-up taco 
stand to set up in their driveway from 3 to 5 pm.  Brock  

every year to welcome everyone who has moved into 
the neighborhood since the last New Neighbor event.  

Adam and Dena, who also lead the Northcrest Atlanta 
Foodies Facebook group, decided to have another of 

stand to set up in their driveway from 3 to 5 pm.  Brock  

Want to hear about upcoming neighborhood 
events? Join the Facebook group by searching 
for “Northcrest Atlanta”

Nelson suggested they make it an NCA event, and they contacted NCA, which decided to host the New Neighbor 
event from 2 to 3 pm.  Dena said they did that because they love the neighborhood and wanted to foster community.

Those new to the neighborhood got the chance to talk to members of the NCA board, as well as representatives from 
the Northcrest Swim & Tennis Club, the Hoe ‘n Hope Garden Club, the Northcrest Running Group, the neighborhood 
Bunco group, the Girls of Summer, and of course the Northcrest Atlanta Foodies Group.  The majority of those in     

attendance wore masks and maintained, as best as possible, 
proper social distancing.  The NCA wish to thank everyone 
who participate and helped to make this event a success. ♦   
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The Northcrest Swim and Tennis Club (NSTC) is an 
outdoor facility open for members all year long. The club 
consists of nearly 7 acres, including a “back-40” open 
� eld and a woodland trail. Other facilities at the club are 
two tennis courts, a totally MCM trapezoid pool, a new 
picnic pavilion with gas and charcoal grills and TV hook-
up, and a play court for kids (a � at and tra�  c-free place 
to bike that doubles as a basketball court). The outer 
bathroom is open for all during the winter (members 
have code access). Dogs of members are allowed on the 
grounds (but not the play court) as long as their humans 
leash and pick up after them.

The club holds events throughout all four seasons, 
including a spring egg hunt, summer dinners on the pool 
deck, Memorial Day and Fourth of July parties, and the 
fall chili cook-o�  and camporee. We normally host the 
Holiday Black Friday Market event organized by the NCA, 
although this past year we only hosted Santa for photos. 
One new event debuted last year: the Haunted Woods! 
This year we plan to add events for Friendship Day and 
Holi, the Indian Festival of Colors. 

Our members are active folks, playing volleyball, tennis, 
basketball, and pick-up soccer throughout the week. 
Tennis pro Scott Rose o� ers lessons to all ages. Kids get 
up to general zaniness, running and biking around the 
grounds (so drivers, please do be careful in the parking 
lot!)

Come Celebrate With Us

Our club was founded in 1962 through the e� orts of 
the Hoe ‘n Hope Garden Club and other committed 
neighbors. This means that the pool and pool bathhouse 
are celebrating 60 years! Just like our aging houses, the 
club facilities are facing the need for major repairs and 
renovations. This year, we are focusing on fundraising 
and soliciting sponsorships to grow our funds to do these 
repairs. Facilities that are facing renovation include the 
pool pump house and plumbing, the pool deck, other 
pool systems, the pool bathhouse (including painting 
and showers), tennis court, parking lot, and playground.

The Board and club members invite all neighbors, new 
and established, to join our NTSC community. Club 
members enjoy fun and friendship and work together 
as a community. Our members help keep our club 
operational through countless volunteer hours. In 
Northcrest, the best place to hang out is the club! Folks 

new to the area or who would like to join the club for the 
� rst time this year can look at our 2022 fee schedule at 
https://northcrestclub.com/join-or-renew.

The volunteers on the NSTC Board have decided to 
signi� cantly raise the 2023 joining fees, so 2022 is an 
excellent year to join the NSTC. Memberships lapse after 
two years of inactivity, but in light of the increasing 
joining fees and the pandemic, we are waiving the 
re-joining fees for people that were members in 2017-
2019. Please contact membership (membership@
northcrestclub.com or 770-580-3052) to reactivate a 
lapsed membership and take advantage of this one-time 
o� er.

We would love to have you in our community this year! ♦

Scan the QR code to go to 
the Northcrest Swim and 
Tennis Club website to � nd:

▶ Fee Schedule

▶ Membership Renewals

2022 Northcrest Swim and 
Tennis Club Board
President    J.P. Vigil

Vice President    Jael Sipes

Secretary    Vacant

Treasurer   Jessica Snyder

Membership   Ann DeGuire

Social     Michaela Staskiewicz

Tennis Coordinator  Casey Camp

Pool Coordinator  Anita Snyder

Communications                 Meeta Dama

Operations   Wayne Hudgins

Volunteer Coordinator                 Vacant

Members at Large  Vacant
(Sponsorships)                 

COMMUNITY NEWS
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Peachtree Creek Greenway Updates
By Chris Hester, Executive Director, PCG and Past 
President, Northcrest Civic Association 

2021 was a busy and successful year for the Peachtree 
Creek Greenway (PCG) and the 501 (c) (3) advocacy 
organization that supports it, Peachtree Creek Greenway, 
Inc. (PCGI).  Here are some of our major accomplishments 
from 2021:

▶ DeKalb County awarded $150,000 to be 
used to further study and plan for the PCG in 
DeKalb County.  PCGI collaborated with the 
PATH Foundation to use these funds to conduct 
feasibility studies for the expansion of the 
PCG in the City of Chamblee and north into 
unincorporated DeKalb encompassing � ve (5) 
additional segments.

▶ PCGI facilitated meetings between sta�  
members from Brookhaven and Doraville, which 
led to Doraville funding their own feasibility 
study for a PCG Connector Trail and a Master 
Agreement with PATH. 

▶ PCGI Board members and volunteers engaged 
with city, county, state, and federal o�  cials 
to ensure that they are fully informed and 
supportive 
of funding 
for the 
Greenway.

▶ PCGI 
obtained 
letters of 
intent from 
commercial 
landowners 
for the 
donation 
of land for 
the PCG’s 
expansion.

▶ PCGI sponsored and managed creek cleanups 
along the North Fork Peachtree Creek.

▶ PCGI Board members and volunteers led 
guided tours along the Greenway garnering 
support for Phase 2 approval and construction in 
Brookhaven and Atlanta.

Peachtree Creek Greenway, Inc., which was founded in 
2013, also reached a major milestone in 2021 with the 
decision to hire our � rst employee.  Up until September 
of 2021, it had been a volunteer only organization.  I am 
very honored to have been selected as the � rst Executive 
Director for PCGI.  I have been volunteering in several 
capacities for the past 5 years or so, most recently as the 
DeKalb Team Leader.  I am excited about the momentum 
that we have going and look forward to helping take the 
organization to the next level and to see the Greenway 
expanded.  

Of course, one of the most exciting possibilities for 
us here in Northcrest is the Greenway going through 
(whether under, over, or around) Spaghetti Junction and 
connecting our neighborhood to the PCG and eventually 
the Atlanta Beltline, PATH 400, and other regional trails.  
This part of the Greenway was not in the original plan, 
but with lots of advocacy and planning, it is now a major 
part of the plan.  We are also exploring ways to continue 
north to connect to Gwinnett County’s trail system and 
east to Tucker’s trails.  This will be a wonderful amenity 
for our area once it comes to fruition.

We hope that 2022 will be just as busy and successful 
as last year was with regard to the PCG!  We plan to 
continue our advocacy work, expand our collaborations 
with PATH and other regional partners, and continue 
spreading awareness and support for the Greenway.  We 
will also be sponsoring a couple of cleanup sites as a part 
of Sweep the Hooch and most likely some other local 
creek cleanups as well.  
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Peachtree Creek Greenway Trail 
Hours
6am - 11pm

Trailheads (visitor parking lots) are located at:

▶ 2036 North Druid Hills Rd., Brookhaven

▶ 1801 Corporate Blvd., Brookhaven

▶ 1799 Briarwood Rd., Brookhaven

If you haven’t already walked (or jogged or biked) the 
PCG in Brookhaven, I invite you to do so.  I’d be happy to 
join you for a tour if you’d like.  It is indeed a hidden gem 
in DeKalb County that we want to expand and to get the 
word out about.  

You can learn more about what we are doing, sign up  
for events, and make a donation at our website:  
www.peachtreecreek.org.  You can also contact me to  
schedule a tour or for any additional information at  
chris@peachtreecreek.org. ♦






