
 T
he start of the boating 
season sees staff in 
chandleries across the 
country being asked 
the same question; 
what’s the best 
antifouling for my 

boat? The answer depends on a variety 
of factors, including what type of boat 
you have, how often you use it and 
where you keep it. Our aim is to take the 
guesswork out of choosing by looking 
into the science behind antifoul then 
testing a range of paints in three 
different locations – two in the UK, one 
in the Mediterranean – and rating them 
for durability and colour fastness, as 
well as how they performed against 
slime, barnacles and weed.

TYPES OF ANTIFOULING PAINT
There are plenty of misconceptions 
when it comes to antifouling; even the 
question of whether to choose a hard or 
soft paint isn’t as straightforward as it 
seems. Darren Gittens of Hempel Paint 
says: “Motor boat owners often think 
that they need a hard paint just 
because their boat is capable of 30 
knots but that’s not always the case. If 
you regularly go faster than 25 knots 
when cruising or exceed 80 hours total 
use per year, then you probably need a 
hard paint, if you don’t then you’re 
better off with a soft eroding paint.”

Kate Moss, new product chemist at 
AkzoNobel, agrees: “Most antifouling 
paints for motorboats are designed to 
use the friction of water passing the hull 
to clean the growth off and erode the 
paint surface, but unless you take your 
boat out every other week you could be 
better off with a soft antifouling.”

Choosing the best product for your 
boat depends on how you plan to use it. 
Most use similar biocides to keep the 
fouling at bay so the key difference is 
the structure of the paint that delivers 
them. Over time, the biocides leach out 
of the paint surface leaving an inert 
coating that can no longer repel fouling. 
The trick is to ensure that layer of dead 
paint is removed – either by a physical 

or chemical process – in order to 
expose a fresh layer of biocides. There 
are six main types of paint:
1. Soft rosin-based eroding paint 
This uses a soluble binder that 
gradually dissolves in water allowing 
the outer layer to come away with 
minimal movement of water past the 
hull. That’s why this type of paint suits 
displacement motor boats but is only 
likely to last one season and may wear 
out too quickly if applied to a fast 
planing boat that is used regularly.

2. Self-polishing paint
Self-polishing paint works in a similar 
way to a self-eroding one but uses a mix 
of soluble and insoluble glues that rely 
on a flow of water passing across the 
paint to wear it down. This means it 
works best in places with some tidal 
flow or on a boat that gets regular use. 
A stronger binder means that it can be 
used on fast boats, provided they don’t 
cruise extensively at 25 knots or more.

3. Copolymer  
Copolymer paint replaced the 
notorious tin-based TBT that was 
banned in the 1990s for causing some 
microorganisms to change sex. Unlike 
other paints, the acrylic binder reacts to 

salt in the water, exposing a fresh layer 
of biocide-laden paint at a consistent 
rate. This means that it works 
regardless of whether the boat is lying 
idle in the marina or cruising regularly, 
and it doesn’t lose its potency over time.  

4. Hard paint
Hard paint is at its most effective the 
first day after launching but gradually 
becomes less effective over time. If the 
boat is removed from the water after 
launch, it can also form an impermeable 
layer which prevents any further biocide 
leaching out. Hard paint is popular on 
racing yachts and fast motor boats as it 
can be sanded smooth and won’t erode 
too quickly at speed. This also means 
that layers of old paint build up over the 
years and will eventually need removing.   

5. Silicone paints
Rather than using biocides to stop 
growth, silicone-based paints form a 
super slippery surface that prevents 
fouling from getting a grip on the hull. 
Some growth will still appear when left 
unused in the marina but as soon as the 
boat exceeds 8 knots the growth should 
wash off. They also claim to reduce 
friction in the water, increasing 
efficiency and speed. The downside is 

that they have to be applied to a bare or 
stripped back gel-coat that has had all 
traces of old antifouling removed. The 
silcone paint itself also has to be 
removed before it can be painted over 
again with conventional antifouling. 

6. Long-term epoxy treatments
These multi-season antifoulings use 
very fine copper granules mixed into a 
much harder wearing epoxy resin. The 
copper doesn’t leach out of the paint 
but forms a copper oxide coating which 
repels fouling. It does benefit from an 
occasional wash or scrub down to keep 
it at its best. Coppercoat has performed 
well in our previous tests so we didn’t 
test it again on this occasion.

PAINT LEGISLATION 
The UK is currently midway between 
Mediterranean and Nordic countries in 
terms of legislation. Mediterranean 
countries are far more lax in terms of 
what can be used and who can apply it, 
whereas in the Baltic area there are 
much stricter rules controlling what can 
and can’t be used. While nothing is set 
in stone for UK shores, it’s worth noting 
that changes that will affect us all could 
be just around the corner. 

WHAT ARE WE LOOKING FOR?
In this test we were not necessarily 
looking for the cleanest panel at the end 
of the test but one that doesn’t wear 
away too quickly and also performs well 
even when left in a tidal marina. 

We also wanted to see how the new 
environmentally friendly silicone paints 
performed against more traditional 
biocide based paints, and to address 
one of the biggest niggles with 
antifouling paint – how the original 
colour can fade or change over time. 
This is particularly true of light colours 
such as white or cream which often 
turn green around the waterline due to 
the copper oxide content.

Some of the paints that we have 
tested are currently only approved for 
professional application and wherever 
that’s the case we have made that clear.  

To ensure our testing methodology 
was as accurate and reliable as 
possible we based it on advice from 
industry experts both before and 
during the period of the test. 

We picked three different locations 
to conduct our testing; one on the 
East Coast, one in the Solent and one 
in the Mediterranean, and prepared 
separate boards for each area. 

The boards were made from 
marine plywood, sealed with oil-based 
paint to replicate the gel-coat of 
the hull and then primed using an 
industry standard primer. 

The board was marked out with ten 
defined areas and a different antifoul 
paint applied to each strip. The two 
silicone-based paints were applied to 

two smaller boards as we wanted to 
monitor these separately. The test 
panels were then left in our chosen 
locations over the 2015 season. 

The two UK locations are tidal, so 
had a constant knot or two running 
past, while the Mediterranean location 
was a marina on the Spanish coast to 
give us a good spread of results. The 
biggest variations were between the UK locations, which is why have 

shown close-ups of these two boards. 
You can see the Med panel on p122. 

Once lifted, we studied the colour 
change, fouling build-up and type of 
growth. We then ran a finger over each 
panel to see how securely the fouling 
was attached and whether the paint 
wore away too. Finally we sprayed 
each board with a marina hose to 

replicate the movement of a planing 
boat to see if the water washed the 
fouling away. 

Static board tests are often 
criticised for only portraying boats 
that are left in the marina untouched 
for the entire season. However, this is 
still the preferred method of testing 
for most antifouling manufacturers. 
All prices are for 2.5 litre tins of paint. 

How we tested them

FLAG Performance £56.06 

DURABILITY ���

Its hard properties mean that it’s 
capable of withstanding 40-knot 
speeds, but it will also dissolve in the 
water, so it should be suitable for most 
planing motor boats with 
average cruising hours.

COLOUR FASTNESS 
��

Despite being called white, 
it started life as a very 
light purple colour. During 
the season it went quite 
badly turquoise, showing the 
copper additive. 

WEED/BARNACLES ����

There was no sign of any weeds or 
barnacles at all in any of the locations. 
Even in the thickest slime patches, 
there wasn’t any hint of weed growth 

suggesting the biocides were doing 
their job effectively.  

SLIME CONTROL ���

There was no real format to the 
slime presentation on the panel 
of Flag Performance Extra, with 
patches of heavier slime in 
different areas of each panel. 

None of the patches were 
particularly thick, though.

Both panels showed some slime, although the spray test suggested this would 
clean off with fast cruising. Note the colour change above the waterline

WASH TEST ����

The finger test removed all but the 
most stubborn patches of slime, 
showing that even a slow cruise would 
clean the boat’s hull effectively. Some 
gentle pressure from the hose removed 
most of the remaining growth, leaving a 
fairly clean panel. 

VERDICT 64%
The hybrid make-up seemed to work 
well in our test, showing that despite 
being designed to handle high 
speeds, it still coped well in a marina 
environment. This would be a good 
paint for a boat that gets an average 
amount of use each season. 

As its name suggests, it’s designed for use on performance craft but is 
actually a ‘semi-hard’ paint that is partially dissolvable in water. 
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A long-term test of 12 different antifouling treatments reveals some interesting results
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HEMPEL Hard Racing £112.50

DURABILITY ����

Hard paints give the best durability, and 
this one is particularly recommended 
for fast boats and those that dry out, 
given that it won’t wear out easily. 

COLOUR FASTNESS 
���

Being black, the Hempel 
paint was less likely to 
show a colour variation than 
the white paints, but looking 
closely we could see a hint of 
blue coming through around the 
waterline of the Solent panel. 

WEED/BARNACLES ���

There were no signs of barnacles on 
the panels in any of the locations, but 
the slime in the East Coast and Solent 
locations had started to form weed 

patterns, suggesting that over 
a longer season some weed 
might have grown. 

SLIME CONTROL ���

This paint performed well in the 
Mediterranean location with 
little slime growth, but in both 

UK sites there was significant slime 
build-up. If the boat was used regularly 

A solid performance for a hard paint with no barnacles and only a hint of possible 
weed growth, but some change of colour was still evident around the waterline

as intended, the slime wouldn’t have 
had as much time to build up.

WASH TEST ����

Running a finger across the panel didn’t 
remove much slime build-up. More 
sustained pressure from the hose did 
remove it, giving a decent final result. 

VERDICT 68%
Hard paints don’t usually perform as 
well as eroding paints during a static 
test but the Hempel Hard Racing put 
in a solid performance in our three 
locations. It resisted all major 
fouling growth and regular boat use 
would have kept the slime at bay.

As its name suggests this is a hard paint. It is suited to fast boats and can be 
sanded back to give a smooth finish for less friction in the water. As with 
most hard paints, its performance will gradually tail off over time

FLAG Cruising £34.08

DURABILITY ���

Being a soft paint, it may not be 
suitable for planing boats that are used 
regularly. However, unlike the other 
self-eroding paints, no paint came off 
when we cleaned it, 
suggesting that it’s harder 
than average.

COLOUR FASTNESS 
��

This started off as an 
off-white pink, but by the 
end of the season the area 
above the waterline had graduated into 
a strong turquoise colour. 

WEED/BARNACLES ���

This worked well in our Mediterranean 
location but not so well in the UK. The 
East Coast wasn’t too bad but the 
Solent had the preliminary signs of 

weed growth.

SLIME CONTROL ���

The slime at the East Coast 
location was patchy towards the 
waterline, but built up thicker 
further down. At the Solent 
location the heaviest slime was 

at the waterline, with only patches 
of slime further down. There was little 
slime at the Mediterranean section.

This paint performed pretty well in the Med and on the East Coast but exhibited a 
build up of slime in the Solent that didn’t wash away easily

WASH TEST ��

The finger test removed some of the 
slime but the bottom layer was well 
attached and proved quite difficult to 
shift. Washing the panels with a hose 
removed some but not all of the growth 
around the edges, suggesting that the 
passage of a boat through the water 
wouldn’t be enough to shift it all.

VERDICT 52%
FLAG Cruising didn’t perform as well 
as some but it is very affordable 
and may have worked better with a 
little more movement than the 
couple of knots of tide in our 
locations. The degree of colour 
change may also be an issue if you 
need a white antifouling.

FLAG Cruising is a budget-priced, copper-based paint designed for 
displacement boats that rarely exceed 8 knots. It is self-eroding so will 
slowly wear away during the season 

HEMPEL Mille NCT 

DURABILITY ���

As with all self-polishing paints, it is not 
designed for long periods of high-
speed use, but should cope fine with 
boats that cruise an average 
amount at 20-25 knots. 

COLOUR FASTNESS 
���

We have to be careful judging 
a red paint against white ones, 
however by the time we 
removed the test panels, the 
vibrant colour had dulled and 
showed the dirt as much as the white 
panels but without the turquoise tints. 

WEED/BARNACLES ���

In the Med and Solent there was no 
sign of weed at either area. In the East 
Coast location there were signs that 

weed could be forming in the 
centre of the panel. 

SLIME CONTROL ���

The Mediterranean proved 
easy for Mille NCT, with hardly 
any slime. At the Solent there 
was an uneven spread of 
slime, which in places was 

quite thick. At the East Coast 
location, there was a thin spread of 
slime across the centre of the panel.

No sign of weed or barnacles on any of our panels and only patchy slime which 
washed away easily. However, the bright red colour had dulled a bit

WASH TEST ����

There was little slime to rub off except 
on the Solent panel and even there it 
came away easily with a wipe of the 
finger. The hose removed most of the 
rest of it, leaving just a slight green tinge 
behind where it had come away. A 
strong performer all-round. 

VERDICT 64%
This paint worked pretty well, 
preventing all weed and barnacles 
from growing and exhibiting only 
some patchy slime which washed 
away easily. The colour fade was a 
bit disappointing, but as a protective 
coating it performed well.

Mille NCT is a self-polishing paint that is for professional application only as 
some of its chemicals are not approved for DIY use. The paint structure 
gradually disolves and wears away over time, exposing fresh layers of biocide
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 not for retail sale
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INTERNATIONAL Micron 99
not for retail sale

INTERNATIONAL Trilux 33 £99.99

DURABILITY ����

Micron 99 is a tough paint that’s able to 
withstand regular fast trips without 
wearing away. The copolymer 
structure means it 
should work equally 
well even when left 
static in a marina.

COLOUR FASTNESS 
����

Above the waterline the 
colour changed from 
white to a gradual turquoise. It’s not too 
severe though, particularly if you chose 
a dark colour.  

WEED/BARNACLES ���

In the Mediterranean and Solent 
locations there was no weed or 
barnacle growth at all. But in the East 

Coast location the slime had started 
to show signs of weed-like growth, 

which over the winter could have 
developed into fully grown weed.

SLIME CONTROL ���

There was little or no slime present in 
the Mediterranean location, while it 

was the best on test in the Solent. 
However, on the East Coast the opposite 
was true with Micron 99 exhibiting the 
heaviest slime growth of the group, 

DURABILITY ���

Trilux 33 has moderate durability, 
and can be applied to most boats 
with little consideration to 
performance. It can also be applied 
to trim tabs and sterndrives, 
unlike most copper-based 
antifouling paints.

COLOUR FASTNESS 
�����

Starting off a traditional 
white, the Trilux 33 kept its 
colour throughout the 
season, showing no signs of 
turquoise discolouration. 

WEED/BARNACLES ���

This paint performed very differently in 
the separate locations. There was little 
evidence of any weed or barnacle 
growth in the Med or on the East Coast, 

but in the Solent there were patches 
of early stage weed.

SLIME CONTROL ��

The slime build-up was quite 
severe in all but the 
Mediterranean location. The 
Solent proved to be particularly 
challenging for the Trilux and it 

was towards the bottom end of 
performance on the East Coast too. 

In the Solent the Micron proved to be the best performer of the group whereas 
on the East Coast there was heavy sliming, although it washed away easily

Excellent colour fastness will appeal to image-conscious boat owners but it gave 
mixed results for keeping slime and weed growth at bay 

showing just how much performance 
can differ from one location to the next.

WASH TEST ����

Despite the heavy slime in the East 
Coast location, the finger wipe proved 
that the slime wasn’t strongly attached 
to the panel and after a hose down, the 
panel returned to its original white. 

VERDICT 72%
This was the only Copolymer type of 
antifouling on this test and it proved 
to have varying results. The Med and 
Solent tests showed great results, 
but it was the muddy East Coast 
water that let it down. It’s a 
professional application, so can’t be 
bought off the shelf for DIY use. 

WASH TEST ��

Running the finger across the paint 
panel took off the worst of the slime 
and weed growth but there was still a 
layer of more stubborn growth left 
behind even after the wash test, 
suggesting that the boat would need to 
be used regularly at speed to stop any 
build-up of fouling. 

VERDICT 60%
The Trilux gave mixed results and 
probably would have performed 
better on a planing boat that’s used 
regularly. However, its relatively 
durable nature, excellent colour-
fastness and suitability for use on 
sterndrives and trim tabs means it 
could be a sound choice for some.

Micron 99 is a true Copolymer for professional application only, which 
releases biocides as part of a chemical reaction regardless of boat speed

Trilux 33 is a self-polishing paint that erodes over the season. As it dissolves, 
a new coat can be applied with little preparation needed

JOTUN Mare Nostrum SP £76.50

DURABILITY ��

It’s a reasonably hard wearing paint, so 
unless you’re a speed demon it will be 
suitable, however like the other Jotun 
paint, the top layer did come away 
when washed. 

COLOUR FASTNESS 
����

With no copper in the mix, 
the white stayed white 
even above the waterline, 
and apart from some slight 
yellowing from the muddy 
water on the East Coast, it 
held its colour well,

WEED/BARNACLES ���

In the Solent and Mediterranean there 
were no barnacles and no weed growth, 
however at the waterline at the Solent 
location, the slime was thick and had 
some weed-like shape to it.

SLIME CONTROL ���

A consistent dissolving of 
paint throughout the season 

helped here as it performed 
quite well in two locations but 
there was some build-up of 
slime around the waterline 
on the Solent location giving 

slight cause for concern.

Good colour fastness around the waterline and only a moderate build-up of slime 
on both of our UK test panel locations for this self-polishing paint

WASH TEST ����

As with the other Jotun paint, a 
noticeable smudge of paint came off 
during the finger drag test, but so did all 
the slime. This showed that after a good 
blast the boat’s hull should look as 
good as it did when launched, so long 
as there is a thick enough layer of paint 
to last a full season.

VERDICT 64%
This paint is designed to erode away, 
so it’s important to ensure that a 
sufficient thickness and/or number 
of coats are applied pre-season to 
allow this to happen. Overall it 
performed solidly with the added 
advantage of good colour fastness. 

The SP stands for self-polishing that degrades predictably throughout the 
season. It’s more suitable for boats that rarely exceed 30 knots

SOLENT

SOLENT

SOLENT

EAST COAST

EAST COAST

EAST COAST

With no copper in the mix, 

and apart from some slight 
yellowing from the muddy 
water on the East Coast, it 

SLIME CONTROL 
A consistent dissolving of 
paint throughout the season 

helped here as it performed 
quite well in two locations but 
there was some build-up of 
slime around the waterline 
on the Solent location giving 
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SEAJET 038 (prototype) £tba 

SEAJET 031 Samurai £49.95 

DURABILITY ���

This is a self-polishing 
paint so can withstand 
moderate speeds, but 
anything too racy may 
cause premature eroding 
and shorten its life. 

COLOUR FASTNESS 
�����

The Seajet  started as a perfectly 
traditional white and at the end of the 
season it still looked exactly the same, 
with very little staining even from the 
dirty water – an impressive result for 
a white paint.

WEED/BARNACLES ���

In the Solent and 
Mediterranean locations there 
was no sign of any growth, but 
at the East Coast location 
there were a couple of weed 
attachments across the panel. 
However, they were only small 
and barely visible. 

SLIME CONTROL �����

When lifted there was very little slime 
at any of the locations, showing it to be 
the cleanest panel on test. Given that 
all the panels remained static during 
the season, that’s a fine result.

DURABILITY ����

Although the paint dissolves in water it 
still requires some movement of water 
to keep it clean and can withstand 
speeds of up to 40 knots. 
Regular high-speed use will see 
it wear away faster, so is best 
suited to a boat that isn’t driven 
too hard for too long. 

COLOUR FASTNESS ��

The Seajet started off a very 
light shade of lilac, despite being 
called shark grey, but it quickly turned 
a strong turquoise colour around the 
waterline when exposed to salt water.

WEED / BARNACLES ����

In all three of the locations there 
was no sign of any significant 
barnacle or weed growth, despite 

some build-up of slime.

SLIME CONTROL 
���

The Samurai paint managed 
to keep the slime at bay on 
the East Coast, although the 
growth which was there had 

formed a blotchy pattern on 
the panel. There was a slightly 

thicker build up near the  waterline of 
the Solent panel. 

A very impressive display for this new paint with excellent colour fastness and 
fouling control in all three of our test locations

A reasonable performance from one of the more affordable products on test but 
the degree of colour change was a bit disappointing

WASH TEST �����

The finger test removed most of the 
slime that was attached to the board 
and washing removed all remaining 
traces, leaving a totally clean panel that 
looked as good as new. 

VERDICT 84%
This Seajet paint would have been 
our best performer but regulation 
problems mean it won’t be on sale 
until 2017. However, it’s good to know 
that the latest generation of paints 
seem better than ever and we’ll let 
you know when it does pass the tests.

WASH TEST ��

The finger test didn’t remove as much 
slime as we had thought it would. It was 
a similar story when we sprayed it down 
with a marina hose, which cleaned off 
some of the slime but struggled to shift 
the hardest fouled areas.

VERDICT 60%
On initial inspection the Samurai 
paint performed quite well, but 
despite being a fairly soft eroding 
paint, which usually perform better 
in static tests, the fouling which did 
occur proved resistant to our 
attempts to wash it off.

Proving that registration of paints can be difficult, the launch of this new 
Seajet paint has been delayed by 12 months. However, we’ve included it to 
see how the future of paint looks against today’s offerings

031 is a self-polishing paint that can withstand speeds of up to 40 knots. 
Marketed at the budget end of the market, it has less biocide than some

JOTUN Racing SH £67.50

DURABILITY ���

Despite being a hard paint, when we 
did the finger test, not only did the 
slime come off, so did the paint. This is 
probably because during the season 
this would have worn off naturally 
when the boat was used. 

COLOUR FASTNESS 
����

Before launching, the Jotun 
SH was a slightly off-white 
colour, and after recovery 
there was barely any 
discolouration. Post cleaning, it 
was the second brightest on test.

WEED/BARNACLES ����

In all three locations there were no 
signs of barnacles, although at the 
Solent location, the slime at the 
waterline started to look a little weedy. 

SLIME CONTROL ���

We were expecting this to 
perform poorly due to the 

limited movement in the water, 
however in the Mediterranean 
and East Coast it was one 
of the clearest panels. In the 
Solent there was a moderate 

build-up of slime, particularly near 
the waterline.

This paint performed well in the Med and East Coast locations but there was 
some slime build-up on the Solent panel, which soon washed off with a hose

WASH TEST ���

Running our finger along the panel 
removed the slime, but also removed 
the top layer of paint. As explained 
under the durability section, this is more 
than likely due to the limited movement 
during the season. Once washed fully, 
the panel was extremely clean and 
looked ready for another season. 

VERDICT 68%
This is a hard paint yet in two of the 
three locations it fought well against 
the slime. The wash test showed that 
going out for a few trips would help 
keep the fouling at bay, but it is also 
worth noting that it can be sanded 
pre-season to give a smooth finish 
for optimum performance.  

This is a hard antifouling designed to withstand a strong battering when on 
the hull. It relies on the water’s movement to clean the slime off
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HEMPEL Silic One £219.85

DURABILITY ���

Silic One can be applied to 
any boat although a 
minimum speed of 8 
knots is required to keep 
the hull fully clean. It can 
only be applied to a 
stripped hull and needs a 
special tie coat (included in our cost) 
but annual top-up coats are cheaper.

COLOUR FASTNESS ����

Being a sealed unit, and starting out in 
black, Silic One showed limited colour 
change. Only at the East Coast was 
there a rusty tinge at the waterline. 

WEED / BARNACLES ����

In the Solent and Mediterranean 
locations there were no signs of 
any barnacle or weed growth, 
although at the East Coast location 
the slime had started to form 
some simple weed-like patterns.

SLIME CONTROL ����

In all three locations there was some 
minor slime build-up on the panel, but 
without any movement through the 
water this was almost inevitable. Even 
then slime was remarkably light and 
mostly at the waterline, with very little 
below this.

Despite the lack of movement through the water both panels stayed remarkably 
free of weed and slime so should perform even better on a faster moving boat 

WASH TEST �����

This is where the Silic One accelerated 
ahead of the others, requiring very little 
effort to remove the slime with a finger 
swipe. Spraying with the hose quickly 
brought the panel back to its original 
state, with water beading and rolling off 
it like rain off a freshly waxed car.  

VERDICT 80%
Radical solutions often don’t perform 
as well as claimed but Silic One gave 
us very impressive results. It’s not 
the cheapest or simplest to apply, 
and some yards have concerns over 
boats slipping in hoists, but the 
extra effort may well be worth it. 

Like AquaCote, this is a two part silicone-based coating that doesn’t use 
biocides. Instead, it relies on a slippery surface to stop fouling attaching 

Our antifouling paint test threw up 
some interesting results. At first 
glance the boards show a range of 
different results, but only when you 
investigate the product and why it 
performed how it did do you fully 
understand what has happened.  

Firstly it shows that professional 
application paints seem to perform 
marginally better. The higher toxicity 
of the paint is deemed too risky for 
the public to handle, so perhaps 
that’s why it’s also more effective. 

Rather more surprising is that, 
contrary to expectations, many of 
the paints performed better in the 
Mediterranean than in the UK, 
although as the variations in our UK 

Seajet 038 (prototype) 84%
Hempel Silic One 80%
Aquacote 72%
International Micron 99 72%
Hempel Hard Racing 68% 
Jotun Racing SH 68%
Flag Performance Extra 64%
Hemple Mille NCT 64%
Jotun Mare Nostrum 64%
International Trilux 33 60%
Seajet 031 60%
Flag Cruising 52%

The results

results proved, that may not apply to 
other areas of the Med. 

The muddy waters of the East Coast 
proved the most challenging with all 
the paints showing plenty of slime and 
the occasional patch of weed. 

However, the big surprise for us was 
the relative success of the silicone 

paints in a static test that would 
usually have favoured soft or 
copolymer copper-based antifoulings. 

When choosing a paint, it’s 
important to think about how much 
you’ll be using your boat, as some of 
the hard paints will perform so much 
better with regular usage, while if you 

only plan on pottering up a river 
occasionally, you might be better off 
by going for a soft self-eroding paint. 

Armed with the results of this test, 
you should be able to make a more 
informed decision on what paint to use 
this season, even if you’re not bold 
enough to try the silicone alternative.

All the paints performed 
surprisingly well on our 
Med-based panel

AQUACOTE Foul Release £249.85

DURABILITY �����

Despite feeling soft to touch, it 
is a strong paint that can 
withstand fast speeds and 
should last for at least three 
years. However, boats need 
to be cruised fairly regularly at 
8 knots or more to keep the 
paint clean and it can only be 
applied on a bare hull.

COLOUR FASTNESS �����

There was no change in colour in any 
of the locations, keeping its distinctive 
blue throughout.  

WEED/BARNACLES ��

In the Mediterranean and Solent 
locations there was no weed, 
however on the East Coast, 
there was some weed growth 
and even a barnacle attached 

to the panel. 

SLIME CONTROL ��

Slime is where the AquaCote 
let itself down, with all three 

panels being covered in thick slime, 
although with nothing but the tide to 
move water past them that isn’t 
entirely surprising.

As expected, there was some build of slime and minor weed growth but that 
washed away very easily, apart from a solitary stubborn barnacle

WASH TEST �����

Despite being covered in thick slime, it 
took very little effort to clean the 
panels. Running a finger across 
removed everything apart from that 
solitary barnacle, suggesting that a few 
minutes cruising at 20 knots or so 
should blast most of the fouling off the 
slippery hull coating. 

VERDICT 72%
We know of at least one Med-based 
boater who is reporting impressive 
results with this new silicone-based 
product and these results seem to 
back that up, although allowing a 
barnacle to grow does worry us. 
Overall, an encouraging result from 
an environmentally sound solution.  

AquaCote is a silicone-based coating, which doesn’t include any biocides. 
Instead, the two-part paint creates a super slippery surface, which is difficult 
for fouling to adhere to. The paint is claimed to last three years

SOLENT

SOLENT

EAST COAST

EAST COAST

TRIED&TESTED GROUPTEST

Despite feeling soft to touch, it 

should last for at least three 
years. However, boats need 
to be cruised fairly regularly at 
8 knots or more to keep the 
paint clean and it can only be 

�����

In the Mediterranean and Solent 
locations there was no weed, 
however on the East Coast, 
there was some weed growth 
and even a barnacle attached 

to the panel. 

SLIME CONTROL 
Slime is where the AquaCote 
let itself down, with all three 

panels being covered in thick slime, 

Silic One can be applied to 
WEED / BARNACLES 
In the Solent and Mediterranean 
locations there were no signs of 
any barnacle or weed growth, 
although at the East Coast location 
the slime had started to form 
some simple weed-like patterns.


