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Star of the Stormy Sea 
Quarterly Newsletter of the Apostolate of Our Lady of Good Success Summer/ Fall 2020 

“… When your souls suffer temptations and are immersed in grief …turn to her with 

confidence and say: ‘Star of the stormy sea of my mortal life, may your light shine upon 

me so that I do not stray from the path that leads me to heaven.’” 
(Taken from “The Testament of Mother Mariana de Jesus Torres” January 16th, 1635) 

  
What’s New? 

• The Apostolate of Our Lady of Good Success has continued to work every day to spread devotion to 

Our Lady for over 18 yrs.  We celebrate 20th anniversary of visiting Our Lady in Quito for the first 

time in November! Due to the recent events we are questioning how long we can continue our work as 

we rely solely on your donations!  We are currently asking Heaven to guide us! Can you help us?  

• Some of the most powerful writings to inform the Catholic Faithful about the "coup" that has 
taken place in the Church have been written by the Dogmatic Theologian, the late Fr. Luigi 
Villa. This August, we are initiating a sale - our first one ever of Fr. Luigi Villa's works.  Also, we have some 
of his wonderful writings in Italian!  Please contact us via email or phone about this! 

• THANKS TO YOU!!! We now have available HOLY FACE  PROTECTION CROSSES - $3.00 each Call 

or order on website: 262-567-0929 www.ourladyofgoodsuccess.com  These crosses are made to the specifications 

of Our Lord via Sr. Marie St. Peter in France to fight against the enemies of the Church. Our Lord said to Sr. Marie St Peter:   
“Ye, my friends and my faithful children! Behold if there be any sorrow like unto my sorrow! My Divine Father and 

My cherished spouse, the Holy Church, are despised, outraged by my enemies. Will no one rise up to revenge me by 

defending them against those enemies? I can no longer remain in the midst of an ungrateful people: behold the 

torrents of tears that flow from my eyes! Can I find no one to dry them, by making reparation of honor to the glory of 

My Father, begging of Him the conversion of the guilty?” 

• Please read the following article as it joins the great feasts together of the Espousal of Mary and Joseph and Our Lady 

of Good Success of the Purification/Candlemas since this feast is the efficacious completion of Our Lady’s Parturition 

in bringing forth the Light of the World!  “Embrace Mary,…for she brings to you the glorious King of the new light…” 

  

Our Lady was NEVER an "Unwed Mother" - In Defense of Our BVM 's Marriage to St. Joseph 
 

[Picture to the left: The Espousal [Marriage] of Mary and Joseph. The Feast of 

the Espousal of Mary and Joseph is January 23. The Feast of the Incarnation is March 25. 

This culminates with the Birth of Our Infant King on Dec. 25. February 2 is Our Lady’s 

Purification attesting to her successful completion of her mission in bringing for the Messiah.  

However, before this great feast is the Nine Day Novena to Our Lady of Good Success, 

starting on Jan. 24, whose feast is the same day Feb. 2. Is it not significant that all of these 

feasts follow in chronological order?] 

 The past week the entire Catholic world appeared mesmerized by 

the Republican National Convention in which, not only was the "Ave 

Maria" sung by an operatic star, but a Catholic nun in full traditional 

religious habit of a nun - even with all of her hair covered - aka Pre-Vatican 

II style - gave a Pro-life speech.  I must admit, I, too, was stunned by this 

event and had to watch this video a second time after a priest called my 

attention to what had just been voiced via Mass Media by this religious. While 

most of the conservative and traditional  Catholic news outlets hailed this as 

not only an astonishing and hopeful event that reinforces their claims of 

Trump's staunch religiosity, it somehow ignored the bold faced 

error that Sister Deirdre Byrne announced as she described Our Most Pure 

and Ever Virgin Mary as an "unwed mother"! 

I really do not want to make Sr. Dede look bad. I have a deep and 

profound respect for religious especially those who take their vows seriously!  

However, she should have made sure that she was speaking correctly about 

Our Lady as we surely do not want to offend Heaven by disrespecting or 

misrepresenting her! 

   I also would like to mention as well that I take offense by the 

term "marginalized"  in describing the Holy Family as this as is a term used  

most often by Liberals to describe all sorts of degenerates as well as the poor, 
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elderly and infirm.  While we are obliged to take care of the poor, elderly and infirm according to God's law, we are not obliged to be 

all inclusive in our charity except to pray for sinners! 

Getting back to the issue of that shameful term.  The fact that the 

term: "unwed mother" conjures up "fallen" women or at the very least, at the end 

of the definition spectrum: "abused" or "raped" women, one naturally assumes 

that the Blessed Virgin Mary was not married at the time of the Incarnation and was 

in a "predicament"!  This belief could not be further from the truth! 

The world has become confused with the wording describing the marriage 

of Our Lady and St. Joseph in the Bible.  The world no longer understands what 

the true meaning is that God had inspired the Apostles to convey.  And so, I was 

asked and encouraged by a priest to write an article about this stating the truth in 

hopes of correcting this serious error and at the same time, reinforcing what the 

Church has taught throughout the centuries.    

   There is an excellent article that my priest friend sent to me. It was written 

thirteen years ago. I would like to quote from this article titled: "Two Terrible 

Translations."   The author did a wonderful job of explaining and I feel no need 

research any further. [The bold print and highlighting will be mine]. 

The author, Mary J. Giovanoni wrote: 

"The Catholic Church has two terrible English translations widely used by priests 

today: "betrothed" translated as "engaged" and "I know not man" translated as "I 

have no husband." 

 First, "betrothed" needs to be translated as "married" because Mary and Joseph 

were married before the Annunciation — when they both had signed the marriage 

contract at the 1st part of the 2-part Jewish ceremony. For the 1st century Jewish culture, this was the definitive point when the man 

and woman became husband and wife. It is necessary to remember that Mary and Joseph, as practicing Jews, followed the rules of 

their society, including the rites of the 2-part marriage ceremony. In any culture a couple is either "married" or "not married." 

There are no "almost married," "half married" or "considered married." Outsiders — those not of the culture — may choose to 

consider them not married. However, the outsider's opinion is of no concern to the culture.  

The Talmudic website (www.jewfaq.org/marriage.htm) has much information on Jewish marriage customs. Under the section titled, 

"The Process of Marriage: Kiddushin and Nusuin," the Rabbi explains Mary and Joseph's 2-part Jewish marriage ceremony thus, 

"The process of marriage occurs in two distinct stages: kiddushin (commonly translated as betrothal) and nusuin. Once kiddushin 

is complete, the woman is legally the wife of the man. The relationship created by kiddushin can only be dissolved by death or 

divorce." Since Mary and Joseph had completed kiddushin, by Jewish law they were married before the Incarnation — truly 

married as the Rabbi said. Note that the Jewish ceremony does not require that Mary and Joseph live together immediately after they 

become husband and wife! 

After the marriage contract is signed by both, only death or divorce releases them from the marriage. If Joseph had denounced Mary 

publicly, she would have been stoned as an adulteress because she was married to Joseph and the child was not his. Nusuin, the 

second part when the husband brings his wife into his home, causes much confusion in Christian cultures because it occurs later. The 

Rabbis by writing down their Laws have preserved the proof that Mary and Joseph were married before the Incarnation. I cannot 

stress enough the importance that we carefully preserve this piece of our Jewish heritage, so it is available to future generations. 

This 2-part marriage ceremony is described in the Gospel of Matthew 1:18, "Now the origin of Christ was in this wise. When Mary his 

mother had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she was found to be with child by the Holy Spirit." This verse, by 

saying that Mary and Joseph were betrothed at the Incarnation, states that the kiddushin had been completed. Joseph was 

planning to dissolve the marriage privately, when the angel appeared to him and explained the true situation, "Do not be afraid, 

Joseph, son of David, to take to thee Mary thy wife, for that which is begotten in her is of the Holy Spirit" (Matthew 1:20). Joseph 

then completed the nusuin by taking Mary his wife into his house. 

God, in his infinite Wisdom, protected Mary and Jesus from harm by providing Joseph, a holy, kind man to care and provide for them. 

The early Fathers wrote much on living a virtuous Christian life, on combating heresies, on the Incarnation and the necessity of Mary 

being a Virgin. These writers would be Jews or Gentiles who remembered Jewish culture and therefore would know that Mary and 

Joseph were married at the Incarnation. Their immediate concerns were preaching Mary's virginity — before, during and after the 

Incarnation — as well as other Church doctrines and combating heresies. "The author continues the article by giving quotes of the 

Doctors and Fathers of the Church which are very enlightening and well worth the read. However, for brevity's sake I leave you with 

the link so you may continue reading it: https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?recnum=7535 I would like to close 

with a quote from Fr. John Hardon:  

"The fact that Jesus was virginally conceived and born after the marriage of Mary and Joseph means that Jesus was conceived and born within 

wedlock. This is contrary to what so many, even priests, are saying at the present time, namely, that Jesus was born out of wedlock, like the children 

of so many unmarried women today, and that this is not an “abnormal” situation. A pregnant, un-wed mother is said to be, according to these 

people, in the same condition as Mary, who they claim was also un-wed at the time she conceived Jesus. This is false; it is indeed a very serious 

falsehood, for it undermines the sanctity of marriage and the reason for that sanctity…” For more information: Visit the website to 

find out the latest news. www.ourladyofgoodsuccess.com  The Apostolate of Our Lady of Good Success -

1288 Summit Ave. Suite 107, Oconomowoc, WI 53066, USA   Phone: 262-567-0920 
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