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Quarterly Newsletter of the Apostolate of Our Lady of Good Success    Spring, 2011 

“… When your souls suffer temptations and are immersed in grief …turn to her 
with confidence and say, 
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(Taken from “The Testament of Mother Mariana de Jesus Torres” January 16th, 1635) 
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Dear Friends of the Apostolate of Our Lady of Good Success, 
Since 2004, the Apostolate of Our Lady of Good Success has had an annual fundraiser for the 

Conceptionist Sisters in Quito. For the past two February’s, as it was the 400th centennial year, the Apostolate 
was especially intent upon this work. February 2nd, 2010 recalled the beginning of the devotion of “Good 
Success” with the initiation of the devotion by the Bishop of Quito on February 2nd, 1610. The culmination of 
this 400th year, Feb 2nd, 2011, commemorated the consecration of the statue with holy oils by the bishop of 
Quito on February 2nd, 1611. 

This year, pilgrims came from all parts of the world to pay homage to the Queen of Heaven.  In fact, two 
separate pilgrimages took place – that in the end, united into one large pilgrimage. This year, our twenty one 
year old son, Andres, travelled to Quito for the pilgrimage to represent The Apostolate and all of the devotees of 
Our Lady.  He delivered all of your intentions to the Mother Abbess who in turn then placed them at the feet of 
Our Lady. Andres is a native of Colombia. He was the eldest of our four children that we adopted as a result of 
many novenas to Our Lady of Good Success.  So, it seemed fitting that after 10 years, he would be our 
representative.  Andres is fluent in Spanish and has accompanied us several times to Quito for the feast day so 
he was very familiar with what takes place during this time.  
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Our dear Conceptionist Sisters with Andres– February, 2011 

The Mother Abbess was most pleased with the Apostolate’s efforts this year to help the convent! She 
and the Conceptionist Community thank all of you from the bottom of their hearts. She graciously accepted all 
of the hundreds of prayer intentions and requests and promised the continued prayers of all of her sisters for all 
of you – devotees of Our Lady of Good Success around the world! The Monastery greatly appreciates the 
efforts made to assist them spiritually and morally with your prayers and good deeds- and monetarily with your 
alms so freely and generously given.  We, too, are most grateful for your support for them and for our 
organization - an organization that could not exist without your continued support.   

As a result of your combined efforts, The Apostolate of Our Lady of Good Success was able to give the 
sisters three large donations for these festivities along with bringing our holy cards in Spanish, and sacramentals 
(medals and pins) of Our Lady of Good Success which these sisters love so much.  The pilgrims were able once 
again to distribute the holy cards before the Rosary of the Dawn procession on February 2nd arriving at 4:30 
AM to prepare for the throngs of local devotees of Our Lady of Good Success which I am told was somewhere 
in the range of 5,000.  

 
Shortly, after this beautiful feast of Candlemas the Mother Maria 

Inez de Sagrario (pictured on the left holding the Infant Jesus) confided to 
the Apostolate a few more projects.  This next year, February 2nd, 2012, she 
will be celebrating her 50th anniversary as a 
Conceptionist Sister.   She asked us if we 
could help make her 50th anniversary special 
for her convent in two ways: 

�  A recasting of the 500 yr. old 
medallion in honor of her 
50th anniversary. 

�  A CD of the old songs from 
the time of Mother Mariana 
to be recorded. 
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A new medallion to be made 

Mother Inez would like to give the Conceptionist Sisters a remembrance of 
this day.  Since it foundation, the Conceptionists all have worn a medallion of the 
Immaculada lancing the serpent’s head with the aid of Her Son, the Infant Jesus 
in Her arms (see photo).  She is the Woman in the Apocalypse who is “clothed 
with the sun, the moon under Her feet and 12 stars around Her head.” The 
medallion measures 3 in long and 2 1/2 in. wide.  An artist has already started the 
preliminary work necessary to redraw this depiction of the vision that St. Beatriz 
had of Our Lady that resulted in the founding of this order.  We also have found a 
medal company willing to help this project come to fruition.  We are planning on 
making smaller replicas as well for the laity. (On the left- a photo of the original 
painting of the vision of St. Beatriz – theme of the medallion) 

A CD of the old songs from the time of Mother Mariana 
There are many old antiquated Spanish songs dedicated to Our Lady of Good 
Success- even many composed at the time of the Founding Mothers and to that 
time when Mother Mariana de Jesus Torres acted as Mother Abbess. As the 

Mother Abbess would like to keep these songs for posterity, she would like to have them 
recorded onto a CD.  She is asking for donations for this most worthy cause. (See the Mother 
Abbess’ letter on page 5.) 

 
As the month of May is dedicated to Our Lady, certainly Our Lady would be pleased with any and all 

efforts to help the Mother Abbess who is representative of one of their dear Founding Mothers and our 
patroness, Mother Mariana de Jesus Torres. 
  
All benefactors of the Monastery of the Immaculate Conception will be remembered for their generosity by 
having their names presented to the Mother Abbess and the Community to be commemorated in their daily 
prayers and sacrifices. (Even if you cannot send a monetary donation but desire to pray for these intentions – 
send your name in so we know that we have your moral support and prayers to back us. You are our spiritual 
benefactors!)  The Conceptionists need everyone’s help!!! 
 
 Please send donation (with a memo stating that it is to be used for Mother Maria Inez de Sagrario’s 50th 
anniversary projects) to: The Apostolate of Our Lady of Good Success, 1288 Summit Ave Suite 107, 
Oconomowoc, WI. 53066   Phone: 262-567-0920  

 
 

A letter from a pilgrim to Quito, 2011 
 
Dear Fellow devotees of Our Lady of Good Success, 
       I was asked by Kathleen to share with you my impressions and thoughts on my first and recent pilgrimage 
to Quito.  
        I left the Northeast on a cold and snowy Saturday morning and landed in beautiful downtown Quito. Upon 
landing the beauty and magic of this country and her people greeted me. Remnants of Old World flavor, 
chivalry and tradition seemed to surround all of Quito. I saw the most beautiful blue skies I have ever seen, not 
a cloud for the week. The sun and warm breeze greeted us daily. The Ecuadorian people were just as warm and 
hospitable as the weather. 
        It is hard to write on just one very memorable and moving experience, as we had many - from beginning to 
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the end of our stay. Oh, the beautiful churches, I can't describe their incredible beauty.  I have seen the 
cathedrals of Europe, 
they, of course, are 
grand. However, 
Quito should not take 
2nd place, nor be 
overlooked. To be 
immersed in such 
beauty and to only 
wander and be in 
awe of what was and 
is promised by 
Our Lady was truly a 
blessing.  
         There is not a 
day that passes that I 
don't reflect upon my 
pilgrimage to Quito. 
To actually see and 
be present in the 
church where Our 
Lady reigns supreme 
for her feast day can move anyone. However, the memory that comes to my mind whenever I am asked about 
my trip, and one that I can only say was my very favorite experience in Quito was meeting the sisters in the 
convent. I had the privilege of being a part of the most moving experience - the time when Our Lady was to be 
removed from the altar of the church and transported back to the Upper Choir in the convent where she governs 
over the convent. To follow and watch the sisters dressed in their beautiful blue habits carrying long candles 
leading Our Lady - their Lady back to where she shall remain for most of the year - was very emotional.  We 
followed the sisters, led by Mother Inez through the outside convent up into the Upper Choir.  I could see 
the joy in each sister's eyes. There was an air of excitement and anticipation. They could not wait to have their 
Mother, Our Lady, back amongst them in the cloister.  I was filled with emotion as we watched the statue being 
handled so reverently and then witnessed the placing the statue upon the glass enclosed stand which is 
perched above the seats in the chapel. I couldn't help but feel a bit worldly as we knelt, prayed and listened to 
the sweetest voices in song. I wondered if the sisters saw me as being an infection from the outside world. Their 
lives and the quiet beauty of the convent is such a stark contrast from what awaits each of us outside the walls 
of the church and convent. My worries and concerns were put to rest quickly. Meeting each of the sisters who 
seemed to kneel and wait for our approach. I absolutely adored them. Touching them, greeting them, hugging 
them and even speaking to them in my limited Spanish. They seemed so eager and enthusiastic to meet us and 
speak with us. We didn't want the evening to end.  Each sister seemed to have such joy on their faces and their 
eyes radiated this joy. They were truly beautiful in a natural, untouched way. I walked away wandering which 
one is the “victim soul” of these times- as Our Lady promised there would be until the end of time? That I will 
never know, as they each conveyed genuine happiness and serenity.   
And yes, we did have Mass upon the bodies of the founding sisters. And yes, I did smell a floral fragrance 
several times. I hope I have in some way communicated a desire to visit Our Lady in Quito. If you should ever 
decide to go, you will find yourself immensely blessed, and always grateful. 
  
       May God bless you all and Our Lady be with you Sincerely,   A pilgrim to Quito, 2011. 
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Letter from the Mother Abbess in regard to 
The Order of the Immaculate Conception 

500th Anniversary on September 17th, 2011 - Spanish 
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English translation - Letter from the Mother Abbess in regard to 
The Order of the Immaculate Conception 
500th Anniversary on September 17th, 2011 

 
Monastery of the Franciscan Conceptionists 

Mejia 527 y Garcia Moreno 
Quito, Ecuador 

 
 

Ave Maria Purisima!  
 
 

Quito, May 9, 2011  
 

Dear Pilgrims and Devotees of Our Lady of Good Success: 
  
I present this for your kind consideration:  
 
The Abbess and Community of the Franciscan Monastery 
of the Immaculate Conception of Quito, sends you their 
fraternal greeting of peace and goodwill. At the same time, 
we wish you every success in carrying out your work.  
 
Knowing your magnanimous (noble) hearts, I take this 
opportunity to ask very kindly if you would deign to help 
us, as much as possible, in one of the projects planned to 
honor the Most High in fervent thanksgiving for the 500 
years of approval of the Rule of the Order of the 
Immaculate Conception (September 17, 1511 - September 
17, 2011). We would like to record a CD of religious 

music. The purpose for the recording of this CD is to salvage and conserve the ancient religious songs, that will 
help to restore the devotion and love for Our Blessed Mother in all Catholics and as a result, help Catholics to 
learn a little more about our Order which was founded by Saint Beatriz de Silva, in Toledo – Spain, 1489.  
Because of your encouraging attention, I know that I can trust that you will assist us in this request. I send my 
sincere thanks in advance for your generous collaboration, and the commitment of our humble prayers for your 
intentions and success in your proficient work.  May Our Holy Mother of Good Success extend all manner of 
graces and heavenly blessings for you and your esteemed families.  
 
Yours in Jesus and Mary,  
Sister Ines Maria Arias Osejo  
Abbess of the Franciscan Monastery of the Immaculate Conception  
 
 
 

 
• What’s New? - Holy cards and photos of Our Lady of Good Success taken from 400th anniversary Feb-

2011Pilgrimage. Call to order. 
• New 2011 catalog - Many new items! Call to request one. 
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A little about the Congregation of the Immaculate Conception and St. Beatriz de Silva and the year, 1511 
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The order was founded in 1484 at Toledo, Spain, by [Saint] Beatriz de Silva, 
sister of Blessed Amadeus. On the marriage of Princess Elizabeth of Portugal with 
John II, King of Castile, Beatriz had accompanied the queen to the court of her 
husband, but due to her great beauty aroused the jealousy of the queen. In a 
vengeful rage, the queen imprisoned her in a large chest without food or drink for 
three days in hopes to kill her. During this imprisonment, she had a vision of the 
Blessed Virgin. Our Lady appeared wearing blue and white, holding the Child 
Jesus and assured her of her maternal affection. Our Lady then beckoned her to 
found an order in Her honor. Faced with such a signal favor of her Queen, Beatriz 
offered herself as Her servant and full of gratitude, she made a vow of virginity 

and then asked to be delivered from this imprisonment. Smiling, the Heavenly Queen agreed to her request and 
disappeared. Having been released, she left the court and took refuge in the Dominican convent at Toledo. Here 
for forty years she led a life of great holiness, without, however, becoming a member of the order. Finally, 
inspired by her vision and her devotion to the Blessed Virgin, she founded a new congregation with some 
companions in Our Lady’s honor. She took possession of a castle set apart for them by Queen Isabella. In 1489, 
by permission of Innocent VIII, the sisters adopted the Cistercian rule, bound themselves to the daily recitation 
of the Office of the Immaculate Conception, and were placed under obedience to the ordinary of the 
archdiocese. In 1501 Alexander VI united this congregation with the Benedictine community of San Pedro de 
las Duenas, under the Rule of St. Clare, but in 1511 Julius II gave it a rule of its own, and in 1516 special 
constitutions were drawn up for the congregation by Cardinal Quignonez. The second convent was founded in 
1507 at Torrigo, from which, in turn, were established seven others. Currently, there are over 120 Conceptionist 
monasteries in Europe and Latin America. [Note: The foundress, Beatriz or Beatrice (sometimes "Brite") da 
Silva Meneses (1424-90), was canonized by Pope Paul VI in 1976; her feast day is September 1.] 

DA
DAILY PRAYER TO OUR LADY OF GOOD SUCCESS 

(taken from “Novena to the Most Holy Virgin of Good Success in Quito” 1937) 
Oh Most Holy Mary, Thou hast demonstrated so many times how pleased Thou art when honored with 

the avocation of Our Lady of Good Success; grant us, we beseech Thee, the grace that we have now asked of 
Thee (mention request).  Moreover, cast a compassionate glance on our Country, in which Thou sees plunged in 
so many miseries, above all spiritually. Take pity on us since all these evils overburden us. 

Thou deigned to visit Ecuador from the beginning of its birth as a civilized and Christian nation. With 
tender love, Thou descended from Thy imperial throne in Heaven to the Monastery of the Immaculate 
Conception in Quito. Why hast Thou appeared so many times to Thy angelic servant, Mariana de Jesus Torres? 
Thou manifested Thy will to have a statue made under the title of Our Lady of Good Success and that Thou be 
presented with the keys and the crosier. Certainly with these details Thou wished to give proof of Thy ineffable 
love for the Monastery of Quito, consecrated to honor Thy Immaculate Conception. But it is not less true that, 
with this act, Thou wished to protect in a special way the City of Quito and the whole Ecuadorian nation [and 
the Church], evidenced by the fervor with which the Ecuadorians have always honored Thee as their sublime 
Patroness. The numerous favors that have always been attributed to Thee serve as a manifestation. Therefore, 
dear Lady and most-loving Mother, look at the misery hanging over us. Grant that the rights of God are 
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respected in our country - that children receive an education in Catholic schools, so that one-day they may 
become well-instructed people and good Christians. Grant that the Church founded by Our Lord Jesus Christ 
with basic fundamental rights along 
with the worship due to God revives the fervor in all Catholics. May their thoughts and actions be those of 
discerning Christians. May our straying brethren now abandon the paths of apostasy. May they correct their 
steps toward the sheepfold of the Church, of which they departed through their rejection of Its dogmas. May the 
seminaries flourish in number and by virtue of those who throughout time will be their guardians. May that 
glorious day soon dawn when all Ecuadorians [and Catholics, worldwide] unite closely together to pay tribute 
to God and surrender the social cult that He deserves as Supreme Maker of all things. Oh Most-Holy Virgin of 
Good Success, despise not our petitions. Have pity on our unfortunate country; provide its remedy and grant us 
- that after our Christian life is spent we may enter into Heaven and sing the praises to God in Thy company 
throughout a glorious eternity. Amen. 

  
 

UPDATED LIST OF WORKS IN ENGLISH BY FR. LUIGI VILLA Th. D. 
 

Father Luigi Villa met with Padre Pio over fifty years ago. In a series of meetings 
with Padre Pio, Father Villa learned of a mission Our Lord desired to entrust him with 
that would eventually consume his life up until the present day. This mission was to 
defend the Catholic Church from Her enemies! Enemies that would not only attack 
from outside, but also enemies that would be so daring as to enter the very 
bosom of the Church to attempt to destroy Her from within! These enemies 
work under the banner of “Ecclesiastical Freemasonry.” 

Founder and editor of the magazine “Chiesa Viva”, Father Luigi Villa is a Doctor in Theology who has received 
international journalistic awards “…for his very extensive work … for his commitment to defend the Christian 
roots in Europe, for his protection of truth against the forces alien to our civilization...” and for devoting “his 
entire life to defend the Catholic Religion disseminating historical truth…!” 
There is a new website: www.padrepioandchiesaviva.com 
View some of the latest writings of Fr. Luigi Villa Th. D. in a number of different languages: English, Italian, 
French, Spanish, Polish, and German.  Currently the list includes: 

• "Paul VI beatified?"  328 pages (going to print 2nd English edition) $25.00 

• Chiesa viva's #430 "Karol Wojtyla beatified? Never!" 96 pages  $10.00 

• Chiesa viva's #413 "Our Lady Condemns Masonry" 36 pages ( about Our Lady of Good Success) $7.00 

• Chiesa viva's #380 “A New Church Dedicated to St. Padre Pio - A Masonic Temple?" 96 pages $10.00 

• "Who is Fr. Luigi Villa?" by Dr. Franco Adessa 64 pages $7.50 

New writings will continue to be added. All of the above writings are available in hard copies from The 
Apostolate of Our Lady of Good Success – look for our next newsletter for more on Father Villa…. 

 
Quarterly Newsletter – In 2006, we started this project of a periodical to help spread the devotion to Our Lady of Good Success through the 
Apostolate members own testimonials.  Currently, we are asking a $10.00 donation annually. We do not send out reminders to our members 
to send a donation.  If you are not interested in this publication, please contact us to remove you from the mailing list. Thank you for your 
continued support!  Donations are accepted, greatly needed and appreciated!  

The Apostolate of Our Lady of Good Success -1288 Summit Ave. Suite 107, Oconomowoc, WI 53066, USA  
Phone: 262-567-0920 Website: www.ourladyofgoodsuccess.com 


