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Quarterly Newsletter of the Apostolate of Our Lady of Good Success Spring, 2010

“… When your souls suffer temptations and are immersed in grief …turn to her
with confidence and say,

Star of the stormy sea of my mortal life, May your light shine upon me so that I do not stray from the
path that leads me to heaven.’”(Taken from “The Testament of Mother Mariana de Jesus Torres” January 16th, 1635)
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Dear Friends,
February 2nd, 2011 will be the 400th Anniversary of the Consecration of
the Miraculous statue of Our Lady of Good Success.  This consecration
was done by the bishop of Quito on February 2nd, 1611 after the statue had
been miraculously finished in the early morning hours of January 16th, 1611
by the archangels, Saints Michael, Raphael and Gabriel and St. Francis of
Assisi.
The Mother Abbess of the Conceptionist Monastery, which happens to be
the home of this statue and devotion, informed us that the devotion has
spread around the world as she could see the effect of our work in the
United States and in the English speaking world.  She believed that Our
Lady was most pleased with all efforts toward making her known.  The
Monastery desires to accommodate the English speaking visitors with the
books “The Admirable Life of Mother Mariana Volume 1 and 2” and
“Our Lady of Good Success Novena and Prayer Booklet” and “Chiesa
viva  #413 – Our Lady Condemns Masonry.”(In English)

We wish to be able to assist the Conceptionists in this venture. As
you can imagine, the cost of these books – along with the shipment of

them is expensive. A shipment of the novena booklets has been mailed as this newsletter goes to print.  If anyone
would like to help us with donations to ship these books down to Quito, we would be most grateful and we know
that the Monastery and Our Lady would be too!  We rely on your wonderful generosity that you have shown to
us in the name of Our Lady of Good Success!
Anyone who sends a donation for this cause will receive a Free Novena and Prayer Booklet to join us in a
Spiritual Pilgrimage to Our Lady of Good Success, January 24- February 2nd.

� �	���� �	���� �	���� �	��������� 	���� 	���� 	���� 	��
This year marks another anniversary as well.  November 5, 2010 will be the 10th anniversary of the day

the founders of The Apostolate of Our Lady of Good Success made their solemn promise before the
miraculous statue to work to spread the messages of Our Lady to Mother Mariana and the devotion to Our Lady
under this most optimistic of titles directed specifically for our times!  Kneeling before the statue, we had little
notion of what we were promising and how it would become our second “vocation” in our life’s work - our first
being the raising and schooling of our six children.

Our Lady of Good Success
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We also made the same vow to Mother Abbess Maria Ines del Sagrario (who, to us, spiritually represents
Mother Mariana de Jesus Torres) as we received her blessing, she gave us the following prayer:

To Our Lady of Good Success

(from OLOGS Novena and Prayer Booklet)

Our Lady and Mother see how evil is invading everything: hearts, families,
society, our Country.
Children no longer walk on the path of innocence.  The youth, caught up in
worldly pastimes, no longer come before thy altar to ask thy maternal
blessings; nor do they seek the light of thy gaze to dissipate the shadows of
doubt the world instills unceasingly.
Mothers are forgetting that the home is the first school where good is
taught, and they are the first teachers.
Family life today has deteriorated, and the sound of the call to prayer is rarely heard.
In the schools, there is no prayer, nor are thy grandeurs sung.  In the home, few still believe in Holy
Providence, which has counted all the hairs on our heads and the sufferings of our hearts, and few have
recourse to the merciful assistance of thy maternal heart.
In these hours, our Country is the poor traveler of the Gospel who fell into the hands of thieves, riddled
with wounds that are almost mortal, without the relief of any human hope.
My sweet Mother, take care of these abandoned children who are lost because they have nothing in life. 
Protect the youth so that these tender plants are not swallowed up in the poisonous muck of vice.  Teach
mothers the divine gift of being mothers and their duty to model the hearts of their children at the cost of
any sacrifice, of saving them with the mysterious supplication of their tears.
If you do not come to the assistance of this agonizing Country, the remnants of Christendom will
disappear.  Your heart is an abyss of ineffable tenderness.  Let a drop of balm fall upon its wound and it
will live...

In Thanksgiving for all of Our Lady’s assistance in our work and in our family life and in gratitude to all
you – our generous benefactors – for all you have done to help us to help Our Lady of Good Success, we wish to
make this announcement:

SPECIAL FOR 400TH ANNIVERSARY YEAR

FROM NOW UNTIL JANUARY 20TH “Our Lady of Good Success Novena and Prayer Booklet”
will be 2/3 off its original price of $6.00  The cost $2.00  plus shipping $1.50 (First
Class) = Total = $3.50
For 10 bookets receive an additional $5.00 off –instead of $20 for 10 booklets – the cost
will be $15.00 (cost of $1.50 per booklet!) plus shipping $3.00 (Medial Mail) Total
Cost = $18.00  Priority Mail  Total Cost = $24.00.

A Pilgrimage to the Holy Shroud of Turin and “Chiesa viva”
As the editors of “Star of the Stormy Sea Newsletter” have a devotion to the Holy

Shroud /Holy Face, a hasty decision was made to make a trip to Italy to venerate the
Shroud of Turin.   We made this pilgrimage for so many reasons - one of them was with
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all of you in mind—The Apostolate of Our Lady of Good Success-now 3,000 members strong! We remembered
all of you in a special way in front of the Shroud on May
20th, 2010.  It was a once in a lifetime event – one that
neither of us will soon forget (unless one of us gets
Alzheimer’s!  :)

We also paid a call on a good friend of the
Apostolate, Father Luigi Villa, who had been asked by
Our Lord via Padre Pio to fight Freemasonry in the
Church. We were able to visit the organization, which he
established many years ago that has been an effective
weapon against the enemies of the Church.  Fr. Villa has
made Our Lady of Good Success the “patroness of Chiesa
viva” and tells us that she is his “general”! He has a life-
size photo of her “standing guard watchfully” in his
offices. We had a wonderful time visiting with Father, the
good sisters and his collaborator Franco Adessa and his beautiful wife and family.

� ������
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Communism – Freemasonry’s “Offspring”

By Kathleen Heckenkamp

“Communism … is but a form of the illuminated Masonry…”
“ …the revolutionary rulers of France were all Illuminati – that is
Freemasons of the most pronounced  type - whose ultimate aim
was the destruction of every existing religion and form of secular
government, in order to found an atheistic, social republic, which
would extend throughout the world and embrace all mankind.
Freemasonry welcomes, as we have seen, the Mohammedan, the
Indian, the Chinese, and the Buddhist, as well as the Christian and
the Jew.  It designs to conquer all, as a means of bringing all into
the one level of Atheism and Communism.” (“Freemasonry
Unmasked- as the Secret Power Behind Communism by Msg. George E. Dillon
DD.”)

It is quite evident then that Communism is the direct result
of Freemasonry. We are now witnessing the serious effects of the
Masonic Revolution, which started in 1700’s in Europe, finalizing
its worldwide campaign with the latest triumph being the
installation of a socialistic governing body in this beautiful country of ours. Freemasonry is in its “Endgame” for
universal slavery under Communism.  How much more evidence do we need to realize the state all of us are in?

For the past several years now, The Apostolate of Our Lady of Good Success has worked to instill the in
the hearts of our readers a true devotion to the Holy Face as we believe these two devotions –ie. devotion to
Our Lady under the title of Good Success and devotion to the Holy Face- are meant to work together hand
in hand as both have Freemasonry as the root cause of evil.

We cannot impress enough on this point that Communism is the direct result of Freemasonry’s
infiltration in the World - that is in our society and even within our most beloved One Holy Catholic and

Fr Villa gives his priestly blessing
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Apostolic Church.  Our Lady of Good Success spoke about Freemasonry in the 1600’s to Mother Mariana in this
way:
“Thus, I make it known to you that from the end of the 19th century and from shortly after the middle of the 20th
century, … the passions will erupt and there will be a total corruption of customs for Satan will reign almost
completely by means of the Masonic Sects.”  They will focus principally on the children in order to sustain this
general corruption. Woe to the children of these times!”
So we are witnessing the fulfillment of the prophecy EVERY DAY and we will continue to see the devil reign
until Our Lady fulfills her promise to come “in a marvelous way” to put a stop to Satan’s kingdom on earth. Our
Lady of Good Success provided the solution:
“They will have recourse to Me under the invocation of Our Lady of Good Success, whose Statue I ask and
command that you have made for the consolation and preservation of my Convent and of the faithful souls of
that time, an epoch when there will be a great devotion to Me, for I am Queen of Heaven under many
invocations. This devotion will be the shield between Divine Justice and the prevaricating world to prevent the
release of God’s formidable punishment that this guilty earth deserves.”
We have then Our Lady’s advice—that is—her advice being to have devotion to her under the title of “Good
Success”) and then promise—protection under this most confident titles of “Good Success.”
Two hundred years later…

A little over two hundred years after Our Lady of Good Success issued the warning of Freemasonry,
Sr. Marie St. Peter of the Carmelites received orders from Our Lord Himself in 1843 to begin the Work of
Reparation to His Holy Face.  Our Lord wished the devotion to His Holy Face to be established as a weapon
against Communism.

On January 5, 1846, Sr. Marie of St. Peter writes, “…this Work included not only reparation for what is
generally called blasphemy, … but that it also embraced reparation for all of the attacks against Religion and
Holy Church, since these also constitute a form of blasphemy.” So perhaps this “Work of Reparation” then
could be considered an act of reparation against heretical attacks against the Church which are so numerous
and vicious in these times. Our Lord said, as well, that only Reparation could disarm the Justice of God because
the guilt of men had provoked His anger.

On October 4, 1846, Our Lord foretold to Sr. Marie what chastisements of God’s Justice would be felt
because of the profanation of Sunday.  There had been a terrible flood caused by the overflowing of the River
Loire that had been unprecedented for many centuries. Sr. Marie was told that God “wielded the elements”
because of the profanation of Sunday. (Are we not seeing God “wield the elements” on a daily basis in the past
years?  One natural disaster after another- earthquakes, hurricanes, tornadoes, tsunamis, floods?) On this day, Sr.
Marie was given to know that in the future (perhaps because He was largely ignored) “God’s Justice would use
as the instrument of punishment, not the elements, but the ‘malice of revolutionary men- that is the
Communists.’ ” However this devotion was not fully appreciated in the manner that Our Lord desired.
Therefore, as a result of a lack of reparation for the sins of Blasphemy and profanation of Sundays, a planned
worldwide Communist takeover was allowed by God which would eventually lead to World War I and
continues to this day.

This was the first revelation from heaven concerning Communism. Our Lord said that this devotion
would defeat it. It is, therefore, the sister-devotion to not only the Fatima devotion but devotion to Our Lady of
Good Success—necessary to save the world. It is interesting to note that Communism was at its very beginning
stages as Karl Marx, the father of Communism, had not even published his “Communist Manifesto” until
1848.
Our Lord then ordered Sr. Marie to wage war against the enemies of the Church, the Communists, through her
prayers and the instruments of His Passion which would be her only weapons against them and the devil himself.
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If then, Communism is the offspring of Freemasonry, logically speaking, a devotion that would be a weapon
brandished against Communism would be a complimentary tool in our work. In this task to help Our Lady of
Good Success fight the devil in his evil plan of infiltrating the world through Freemasonry, would this not be a
most advantageous?

In conclusion, would not be in our best interests to take up the banner of the Holy Face? Venerate the
Holy Face?   Have an Image of the Holy Face in your home?  Why not learn the “Golden Arrow” prayer and
the “Chaplet to the Holy Face” – memorize it?   Teach your children this devotion. It is only in this manner,
Communism will be stopped in in its tracks.  It is only in our obedience to Our Lord’s request that He will end
this scourge.

The Apostolate of Our Lady of Good Success continues this mission to make this devotion known. Offers
to help us are increasing with every newsletter.  We are now in the beginning stages to have the Holy Face cards
reprinted for the Carmelite Sisters in Brooklyn, NY.  All of these items are available through the Apostolate.
Please pray for a “good success” to this work as well.  We NEED your assistance and your prayers!  Please pray
for us !

On the Feast of Corpus Christi, Thursday, 1623, Our Lord appeared to Mother
Mariana and showed her how “the hideous and pestiferous wild boar of Masonry would
enter the beautiful, flourishing vineyard of the Church, leaving it destroyed and in
complete ruins.” (“The Admirable Life of Mother Mariana” Vol. 2)

During our meeting with Father Villa, we expressed our desire to help.  He
accepted our offer.  We told him that we thought that it would be efficacious to the
English speaking Catholic world if we could make available his books that have been most
effective.  He agreed as well that this would be important.  We then asked him what book
shall we begin with.  His reply was “Paul VI beatified?” as he believes that this book will
then make clear and explain exactly what happened to the Church after Vatican II and
why.
Before you begin to read an excerpt from “Paul VI beatified?”, let us say a prayer to Our
Lady of La Salette to enlighten us and instill in as a courageous faith in God and in His
Church as she too foresaw these times and said in a most definite manner:
“I call upon the Apostles of the Latter Times, the faithful disciples of Jesus Christ who
have lived in contempt of the world.... It is time for them to emerge and come enlighten the
earth. Go, show yourselves to be my dear children; I am with you and in you, provided
your faith is the light enlightening you in these evil times. May your zeal make you
famished for the glory and honor of Jesus Christ. Do battle, children of light, you, the few
who see thereby; for the time of times, the end of ends, is at hand.”

“Paul VI  beatified?” By Father Luigi Villa
An excerpt from Chapter VIII

(Editor’s note: This book was written by Father Villa in response to the opening of the cause for beatification of Pope Paul VI when the
Holy See called upon all faithful to testify to his sanctity. Book available in Fall – 320 pages -cost $25.00 plus shipping)

 CHAPTER VIII  -- HIS “ECUMENICAL MASS”

The debate is still open as to whether Paul VI had the authority to change the Catholic “Mass” in a way that
would make it ambiguous, equivocal and of a Protestant content.
The fact is, Pius V’s “Bull”, “Quo Primum”, still stands with all its weight and authority. I shall stay, here,
within the core of the issue.
Namely: could Paul VI change the “texts” of the Mass? He certainly could, as a Pope, had disciplinary
questions been at issue, but, because of its dogmatic nature, the faithful fulfillment of the “Holy Sacrifice”
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of the Mass, in keeping with the Will of Jesus Christ and in line with the traditional teaching, multi-
secular, given to us by the Church, Paul VI could not do it, having no “right” to “change” as much as a
hair of the “Depositum Fidei.”
Hence Paul VI was free to change some “prayers”, but He could not introduce anything into the Mass that
might alter the Catholic doctrine, and, therefore, the traditional Catholic Faith.

Pope Innocent III (1198-1216) had ruled, already:
«The consecratory formula of the “Roman Canon” has been imposed to the Apostles by Christ

directly, and handed down by the Apostles to their successors».
And the Florentine Council (Session of the year 1442), in its “Decree for the Greeks and the Armenians”,
had solemnly reiterated and confirmed the same dogmatic doctrine of Tradition, as witnessed by Innocent III.
Thus the “historical fact”, incontrovertible, clearly demonstrates that

«The celebration of the Holy Eucharistic Sacrifice of the Mass, and, therefore,
even the formulation of the “consecration”, preceded by at least two decades the
appearance of all of the Scriptural texts of the New Testament».

It is consequently censurable that, after the Church had been using for nearly two millennia, continuously
(and without a single dispute), the formula of the pre-conciliar “Roman Canon”, it should be necessary to
revise it and modify it, particularly the “formula of the Eucharistic Consecration, willed by Christ”… ever
since the onset of the Apostolic preaching of the Gospel.
Now, Paul VI, having abolished the Eucharistic consecratory formula of the “Roman Canon” (which, as
Innocent III and the Florentine Council had taught, was instituted by Christ and had always been used by the
Roman Catholic Church), He replaced it with his own formula (which, therefore, is no longer that instituted by
Christ), even making it mandatory, as of November 30, 1969, having introduced it in the “Missale
Romanum Apostolic Constitution” of April 3, 1969.
And yet, St. Pius V, St. Pius X, Pius XII (the Pope of the “Mediator Dei”), John XXIII and Paul VI, himself, up
until November 30, 1969, had consecrated the Blessed Eucharist with the bi-millennial formula of the “Roman
Canon”, with assurance, with compassion, with faith, in the Latin language, with subdued voice, following
Canon IX of Session XXIII of the Council of Trent.
And thus Paul VI, with his reform of the Mass, disregarded the teaching of the Vatican I Council, which
reads, verbatim:
«Nor to the successors of Peter was promised the Holy Spirit in order that that, by means of His revelation, they
would manifest a new doctrine, but on the contrary, in order that through His assistance, they would holily keep
and faithfully expound the Revelation, taught through the Apostles, namely, the “Deposit of the Faith”»i  (Pastor
Aeternus July 8, 1870)

Moreover, Paul VI disregarded also Pius IX’s teaching (against the “Declaratio Episcoporum Germaniae” of
January-February 1875), which reads as follows:

«… Finally, the opinion that the Pope, by virtue of his infallibility, be supreme sovereign,
supposes a concept at all erroneous of the dogma of the Papal infallibility. As the (First) Vatican
Council, with unambiguous and explicit words, has enunciated, and as it appears in its face from the
nature of things, that (infallibility) is restricted to the prerogative of the Papal Supreme Magisterium:
that coincides with the domain of the infallible Magisterium of the Church herself, and it is bound to
the doctrine contained in the Scriptures and Tradition, as well as to the (dogmatic) Definitions
already pronounced by the ecclesiastical Magisterium… Hence, as regards the affaires of the
government of the Pope, nothing has been changed in an absolute way»ii.
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In addition: Paul VI, having disregarded the two aforementioned “documents” of the Supreme Magisterium,
went as far as tampering with the “Eucharistic Consecratory Formula”, established by Christ in person,
insinuating, almost, to the entire Church, that that formula contained something that needed fixing, 

«SI QUIS DIXERIT CANONEM MISSAE CONTINERE ERRORES, IDEOQUE ABROGANDUM
ESSE, ANATHEMA SIT». (If anyone will have said that the Canon of the Mass contains errors, and must
therefore be abrogated, let him be anathema.)
Now, having intentionally abolished that Canon’s consecratory formula, replacing it with another, confusing or
misleading and multipurpose, in order to please the Protestants, should Paul VI be listed, too, under that
“excommunication” of the Council of Trent?

In any case, even Cardinal Ratzinger, in his autobiography, “My Life”, makes mention of the
«… Tragic error was committed by Paul VI with the prohibition of the use of Pius V’s Missal
and the approval of the “new” Missal, which would break away from the liturgical tradition
of the Church»iii.

And he pursuediv:
«… I was astonished for the prohibition of the ancient Missal, since such a thing had

never occurred in the entire history of liturgy. The impression was given that there was
nothing to it. Pius V had established the previous Missal in 1570, in adherence to the Council
of Trent; and thus it was normal that, when four hundred years and a new Council had come
to pass, a new Pope would publish a new missal. But the historical truth is quite another. Pius
V had limited himself to re-elaborate the Roman Missal then in use, as it had always been the
case in the live course of history. Like him, several of his successors had re-elaborated that
missal, without ever placing a missal in conflict with another. It was always a dynamic process
of historical growth and purification in which however the continuity was never severed. A
missal of Pius V, created by him, does not exist. There is only the re-elaboration he ordered, as
a stage of a long process of historical growth. The new, after the Council of Trent, took on a
different nature: the storm of the Protestant Reformation had taken place, above all, in the
modality of the liturgical “reforms” (…) so much so that the boundaries between what was still
Catholic, and what Catholic was no longer, were hard to delineate. In that confused situation,
made possible by the lack of a unitary liturgical normative and by the liturgical pluralism
inherited from the Middle Ages, the Pope decided that the “Roman Missal”, the liturgical text
of the city of Rome, being positively Catholic, must be introduced wherever no reference to a
liturgy that would not be at least two hundred years old could be made. Wherever such a
liturgy was at hand, the previous liturgy could be maintained, given that its Catholic character
could be deemed safe».

And so, all St. Pius V did was to extend to the entire West the traditional Roman Mass, as a barrier against
Protestantism. Paul VI, on the contrary, abolished the “Traditional Roman Rite” since his “pastoral” aims
were not for the Catholics, as it should have been, but for the Protestants. And in that way, his “Novus Ordo”
was but a “remarkable departure from the Catholic theology of the Holy Mass” (see Cardinal Ottaviani and
Bacci in their “Brief Critical Review”v. The confirmation of that came even from the “Osservatore Romano”
(October 13, 1967), in which it was announced that “The liturgical reform has taken a remarkable step
forward (sic) and has come closer to the liturgical forms of the Lutheran Church”.
A liturgical turn, therefore, but one that has all the flavor of a betrayal of the Faith. While St. Pius V retained
the traditional “Roman Rite”, “as surely Catholic”, Paul VI, on the contrary, abolished the “Traditional
Roman Rite” precisely because its was Catholic, in order to bring about his “new Missal”, positively
“protestantized”, as one can easily prove.
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The Catholic Faith, in fact, with respect to the Holy Mass, has always taught us that She is “the bloodless
renewal of the Sacrifice of Calvary”, and that, after the “Consecration”, the bread and the wine are really
changed into the Body and Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ.
On the other hand, “Protestantism” does not believe at all in the “renewal” of the sacrifice of Calvary, nor
does it believe in the Real Presence of Christ in the Eucharist; and that is why in their churches, when they
break the bread and drink the wine, they do it only to “commemorate” the Last Supper. They perform, that
is, a mere “memorial”.
There is, therefore, an essential difference between the Catholic conception and the Protestant one as to the
“Eucharistic celebration”.
That said, one may ask oneself: How is it that today, after Paul VI’s “reformation” of the Mass, the
Protestants say they can accept the Catholic Mass, whereas, before, they would not accept at all that of Pius V?
Is it perhaps that the Protestants have embraced the Catholic Faith? Or is it rather because Paul VI’s Mass has
“embraced” Lutheran thinking?
(To be continued…)
                                                       
i Denzinger, n. marg. 3070.
ii Denzinger, n. marg. 3116.
iii Joseph Ratzinger, “My Life”, p. 105-115.
iv As above, p. 111-112.
v In the “Brief Critical Review”, a study made by a group of capable theologians, then submitted to Paul VI by the cardinals Bacci and
Ottaviani, it is said, “The “Nuovo Ordo Missae”, if the new elements are considered... does away in a remarkable manner, both
in the whole and in the details, from the Catholic theology of the Holy Mass”.

Padre Pio, His Spiritual Daughters and Modesty
Or

“Padre Pio and His Whip”
by Kathleen Heckenkamp

(This is a tough subject. However, I wish to share what I have learned over the years.  This author hopes that you will consider seriously this
sobering topic of modesty and what it really entails.  Please do this for the good of your own souls and all of those souls you are responsible for in
your life.    May I suggest we examine whether or not our eternal destination or at the very least the degree of merit we earn for the next life may just
be determined by this (what many people consider --as I did once myself- old-fashioned) idea of Catholic guidelines for modesty? In my own personal
study, I have found proof that my decision is correct and the one that will lead me to God. )

I want to begin this article with stating that this author is a Catholic woman, wife and mother of six, who
was raised in jeans for as far back as I can remember.  I was aware of the Mary-like standard of dress in my teen
years most especially because of one unforgettable event in Catholic High School.  It was “Dress-up Day” in my
Catholic Alma Mater. I decided to wear a dress I had sewn myself following a modern pattern of the 1970’s.  I
was quite proud of my attempts at sewing and thought I looked quite lovely in it and by the 1970’s standard of
dress - I was modest - or so I thought.  However, my homeroom teacher, Sr. Jolene, a rather stern religious
known for her no-nonsense attitude towards the students and thus at times taunted by the brash high school boys
at times, didn’t have the same idea.  She called me out of class and gave me a book titled “Mary-like Fashions”
to read because she thought the dress that I was wearing was quite immodest—it had a V-neckline but I certainly
would have never considered it plunging or revealing. She informed me that after I had read the booklet, I was to
fix it right then and there.  This created quite a stir as everyone in the class eventually realized what had
happened. I had no pin and I was confused as to how to fix it so I went down to my art teacher, my favorite
Franciscan nun, Sr. Mynetta.  Sr. Mynetta was known for her smiling disposition and lighthearted humor.  She
was a crippled religious with a hunched back and walked with a limp on good days and sat in a wheelchair on
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her bad days.  When I asked her for advice, she chuckled, and proceeded to help me construct a plastic flower
“corsage” of sorts which we plunked over the offending area.  When I returned to class, everyone began to laugh
and even the severe demeanor of Sr. Jolene’s face cracked into a smile that day when she saw what I had done to
“fix” my dress and become more modest.  As you can surmise by the story, the booklet didn’t really faze me too
much then… and I continued along my merry way with a dulled conscience inebriated with the alluring fashions
of our era.  I loved new fashion, colors- all these that any red-blooded normal feminine creature would!  Taking
that attitude, this was the 20th century and Modesty’s standards therefore had to have changed. But as you can
see – I did remember that day and that booklet years later.  Today - I believe I have found that exact booklet
I was given in 1976 titled:

“Marylike Modesty Handbook of the Purity Crusade of Mary Immaculate” by Reverend Bernard A.
Kunkel published in 1969.  It can be found at:   http://cora.dashjr.org/trad/modesty.html

Jeans then, remained my major fashion statement throughout my teens and early married life. Jeans- the
working garb of a common farmer at the turn of the 20th century.  My grandmother who was the wife of a farmer
looked at us in disgust when we would don our jeans to go out in public.  How could we be so brainwashed into
thinking that this is beautiful or attractive? But without a care, my attire went unchanged.

 Until one day… my father died.  The whole world changed. However, I didn’t make any immediate
transitions or overnight conversions. But what did begin was a series of conversions in my heart and soul that
was first exteriorly exhibited by my decision to homeschool our two boys.   Then a few years later, attempting to
fill the void in my life that my father had left, I turned to Padre Pio. I had become a spiritual daughter of Padre
Pio in 1995. As I began to reread some of the articles on Padre Pio’s thoughts on modesty and they began to
seriously disturb me and I continued to feel something working on my conscience.  Five years later, in 2000, was
the real turning point.   It was the summer that we began to think about adopting three little girls and their
brother.   When I began to think of the consequences of my example and behavior on these three feminine souls,
I began to rethink my life…

Padre Pio is quoted as saying to those who wished to be numbered among his spiritual children he would
say: “I accept you willingly as my spiritual children, on the condition that you always be good and not give bad
example before God and man, that you be examples of a good Christian life. Otherwise I also know how to use
the whip.”

I believe Padre Pio used the “whip” on me – that is when I finally wanted to be “his” spiritual daughter
and he adopted me.   However when he did take the whip to me--we could say it was more like a very “wet
noodle whip” for he was very gentle on my soul but ever so persevering!

Before going any further on Padre Pio--a little background history on how our standards of dress have
changed and why Modesty was flung out the window in the 20th century will be recalled…

Our Lady of Good Success said about the very times we live in:
“Further, in these unhappy times, there will be unbridled luxury which will ensnare the rest into sin and conquer
innumerable frivolous souls who will be lost.  Innocence will almost no longer be found in children, nor modesty
in women.”

As Our Lady of Good Success warned us about Masonry – was it this dreadful secret society that had
perhaps caused an intentional loss of  “modesty in women”?

In Colleen Hammond’s book “Dressing With Dignity” , she writes:
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The “Illuminated Masons” were very outspoken in their desire to destroy the Catholic Church. Their

goal was to destroy the Catholic Church, but they admitted that it couldn’t be ruined from the outside. They had
to make a two pronged attack.  The founder of the Illuminati, Adam Weishaupt, had formulated one part of the
strategy late in the 1700’s” We will infiltrate that place [the Vatican], and once inside, will never come out.  We
will bore from within until nothing remains but an empty shell.”

The Masons aimed to infiltrate “the sacristies, the seminaries and the monasteries.”  But it would take
time for the Masons to get into Catholic institutions.  So they had another plan.  It had to do with women “…in
order to destroy Catholicism, it is necessary to commence by suppressing woman…But since we cannot suppress
woman, let us corrupt her with the Church…”

Here is a quote from an article in the International Review on Freemasonry, 1928, that states (more
like admits), 
"It is necessary to corrupt that our boys and girls practice nudism in dress. To avoid too much reaction,

one would have to progress in a methodical manner: first, undress up to the elbow; then up to the knees; then
arms and legs completely uncovered; later, the upper part of the chest, the shoulders, etc. etc."

Therefore, the Blessed Mother knew very well what the Freemasons were trying to do, and what was
about to happen. Our Lady of Fatima then gave a warning to Jacinta Marto in 1919:
“The sins which lead most souls to hell are sins of the flesh! Certain fashions are going to be

introduced which will offend Our Lord very much. Those who serve God should not follow these fashions. The
Church has no fashions; Our Lord is always the same.”

Padre Pio had a loving devotion to Our Lady of Fatima.  He believed and followed the rule Our Lady
of Fatima laid out for all faithful Catholics; i.e. Penance and the Rosary, the Five First Saturdays and the
scapular.  In reward for his faithfulness to her, Our Lady of Fatima cured Padre Pio of a grave illness that had
begun on April 24, 1959.  That date coincides with the date that the Pilgrim Virgin Statue arrived from the
Cova de Iria and touched the soil of Italy for the first time “The coincidence of the illness with the arrival of the
Madonna in Italy is proof of the adherence to the message of prayer and penitence of Fatima, made by Padre
Pio, in his own particular way, making a gift of his own life, subjecting himself to sacrifices and sorrows, to the
most rigourous mortifications…”

The illness had progressed so far as preventing him from offering the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass and
hearing confession.  In fact, he couldn’t even walk, stand upright or talk.

The Pilgrim Virgin visited San Giovanni Rotondo on August 6th, 1959.  When the helicopter was
leaving with the Pilgrim Virgin dangling in the air over the Monastery Padre Pio tells what happened:
“That day when the helicopter rose in order to leave and was hovering over the monastery square, I was near
one of the windows of the new church.  Seeing that the Madonna was about to leave, without having cured me, I
was overcome with dismay, and I turned to Her beseeching Her with tears in my eyes: ‘My mother, you have
come to Italy and have brought me this grief; you have come to San Giovanni Rotondo and found that I am still
sick; now you are going away and leaving me in this condition, without even giving me your blessing…’ At that
moment I was overcome by a feeling of warmth and well-being…and I was cured.”
(Some say that Padre Pio was cured of a cancerous tumor as at that moment the tumor burst but I have not been
able to verify this statement.)

How can we discern what the cure meant except for this:
“Our Lady coming to San Giovanni Rotondo wished to reward Padre Pio not so much by greeting him and
blessing him, as by thanking him for his supreme testimony of love and solidarity to her message.”
(Quotes from“Voice of Padre Pio” Vol. IV No.1 1974)
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So it is, therefore, not difficult to realize that Padre Pio responded to Our Lady of Fatima’s warning:

“Certain fashions are going to be introduced which will offend Our Lord very much.”  Padre Pio took those
words to heart most especially demonstrated in his church and confessional as he also remembered her words:
“The sins which lead most souls to hell are sins of the flesh!”

“Padre Pio wouldn't tolerate low-necked dresses or short, tight skirts, and he forbade his spiritual
daughters to wear transparent stockings. Each year his severity increased. He stubbornly dismissed them from
his confessional, even before they set foot inside, if he judged them to be improperly dressed. On some mornings
he drove away one after another, until he ended up hearing very few confessions. His brothers observed these
drastic purges with a certain uneasiness and decided to fasten a sign on the church door” (From “Prophet of the
People”, by Dorothy M. Gaudiose)

A plaque placed on the door outside of the church of Our Lady of Grace by the Capuchins in San
Giovanni Rotondo stated:

"By Padre Pio's explicit wish, women must enter the confessional wearing skirts
AT LEAST 8 INCHES BELOW THE KNEE. IT IS FORBIDDEN TO BORROW LONGER DRESSES IN CHURCH AND TO

WEAR THEM TO CONFESSION."
Another one read:

"The Church is the house of God.
It is forbidden for men to enter with bare arms or in shorts. It is forbidden for women to enter in trousers,

without a veil on their head, in short clothing, low necklines, sleeveless or immodest dresses."

Another proof of Padre Pio’s  idea of modesty can be found in the following quote from “Arrivederci Padre
Pio,” by Anne Cillis, a spiritual daughter of Padre Pio for over 40 years who writes:

“Padre Pio’s attitude towards modesty of wearing apparel on women and girls (also on men and boys)
was well-known, documented, and always enforced at least in his physical presence. He was especially adamant
on the wearing of slacks (and shorts) by women.

I had occasion, in April of 1963, to interview, in San Giovanni Rotondo, a Catholic lady, Italian by
descent, and fluent in the language of her forebearers, who had been refused absolution in confession, by
Padre Pio, BECAUSE SHE SOLD SLACKS AND PANT-SUITS IN HER DRESS SHOP IN VANCOUVER.

He commanded her to return home to Canada, and dispose of ALL this stock, and not to give any of
the items to people who might wear them, and if she wanted his absolution, she could come back to Italy and
receive it, ONLY after she had ruthlessly carried out his orders. The alternative was, she could seek the
absolution in another confession, back in Canada but he, Padre Pio, would KNOW whether she had done what
she’d been told (!!!)

To some, this story may sound extreme.   But no, it is not. The Christian rationale behind it is sound.  It
has a Biblical base, “Women shall not dress as men, nor men as women,” declares the Book of Deuteronomy
(Chapter 22: 5)

The wearing of slacks (“long pants”) by women, is a subtle undermining of the true manliness of men.  It
constitutes a sex-reversal costume and as feminists strive for total equality in the public forum, they often even
override this, in striving for superiority over men.

While Our Blessed Mother occupies an historical place in time, when women’s dress was certainly more
modest than dress today, still She remains for all women the perfect model of true virtue… the virtue of purity.
Truly Christian women should have a horror of departure from these truly decent norms. There should be an
inner revulsion against the contravention of what is ladylike and modest and proper.”

If you take a look at the directives from Rome – Padre Pio was only following sound Catholic guidelines:
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Standards of Modesty in Dress
Imprimatur dated Sept. 24, 1956

"A dress cannot be called decent which is cut deeper than two fingers breadth under the pit of the throat; which
does not cover the arms at least to the elbows; and scarcely reaches a bit beyond the knees. Furthermore,

dresses of transparent materials are improper."
The Cardinal Vicar of Pius XII

This is not a many centuries old directive.  It was written in the middle of the 20th century and yet did many
of us obey it?  So we must realize that Padre Pio was not an old fogy trying to make women miserable.  He was
a Heaven-sent victim soul in a battle with the devil fighting for our souls and trying to save the souls of his dear
children from eternal damnation!

I would like to share one more quote of Padre Pio on the topic of Heaven, and his spiritual children as he
loves us so much that we have evidence of an agreement he made with God to forego Heaven until we, all of his
spiritual children, enter into Heaven even before him… God has allowed us to know of his love and protection
with these words—

“If it were possible, I would like one favor from the Lord: I would want, if He said to me ‘Go to heaven’,
I would like to have this grace: Lord, do not allow me to enter heaven until the last of my children, the
last of those persons entrusted to my priestly care, have entered before me...I have made an agreement
with the Lord that when my soul is purified by the flames of Purgatory and is worthy to enter heaven, I
will stand at the gates of paradise and will not enter until I have seen the last of my sons and daughters
enter.”

Padre Pio is waiting there at the gates so let us live well. Let us not make him grow impatient and come back
for us with the whip anymore!!!

In closing, the third stanza has been printed from a poem by William Ross Wallace titled: “What Rules the World”

Woman, how divine your mission
Here upon our natal sod!

Keep, oh, keep the young heart open
Always to the breath of God!
All true trophies of the ages

Are from mother-love impearled;
For the hand that rocks the cradle
Is the hand that rules the world.

Pilgrimage 2011 to the Miraculous Statue of  Our Lady of Good Success on the Occasion of the 400th Anniversary of the
Consecration of the Statue by the Bishop of Quito

(This wonderful pilgrimage is directed by Excelsior Tours of Quito, Ecuador Jan 26th- Feb 6th, 2011.  The Apostolate of Our Lady of Good Success acts as a
“middleman” to assist pilgrims in contacting this organization.  However, for any detailed questions or to reserve your place, you must contact the company below. The
chaplain of this pilgrimage offers the Latin Tridentine Mass. You have three choices for the length of time of your pilgrimage.)

To reserve a place on the tour call: 1-225-612-6770 or Email: tours@excelsiortour.com. Please inquire with Excelsior Tours about obtaining a form.  You can
also visit www.excelsiortour.com for more details.

Quarterly Newsletter – In 2006, we started this project of a periodical to help spread the devotion to Our Lady of Good Success through the Apostolate
members own testimonials.  Currently, we are asking a $10.00 donation annually. We do not send out reminders to our members to send a donation.  If you are not

interested in this publication, please contact us to remove you from the mailing list.  Presently, only 10% of our mailing list have been contributing to the newsletter.
We subsist mainly on your donations. Thank you for your continued support!  Donations are accepted, greatly needed and appreciated!

The Apostolate of Our Lady of Good Success -1288 Summit Ave. Suite 107, Oconomowoc, WI 53066, USA
 Phone: 262-567-0920    Website:  www.ourladyofgoodsuccess.com


