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A 
RAIN gauge offers an amusing distraction 
in the winter when you’ll be able to tell your 
friends and neighbours EXACTLY how much 
precipitation we’ve had to suffer.

But in summer it really comes into its own as a 
useful tool for the garden, giving an indication of 
how much rain has fallen – and how much watering 
you’re therefore likely to need. With a rain gauge 
you’ll know how much it has rained overnight, and 
whether you can get away without having to break 
out the hosepipe for watering the next day.

For realistic measurement of rainfall, gauges 
should be placed away from buildings, trees and 
other forms of shelter or rain shadow.

It’s raining again… but by how much? 
Consumer editor Julia Heaton tries a 
selection of rainfall measuring gauges

Rain gauges

Features  
A simple clear acrylic plastic cone-shaped 
beaker with a spike on the bottom for 
pressing into the ground or mounting on a 
post. Graduations in inches and millimetres. 
H. 8in (20cm), Dia. 4in (10cm).

Performance  
Sturdy acrylic beaker with easy-to-read 
black lettering starting at zero and working 
up to 2in. (50mm) of rainfall. Spike can be 
planted in soft ground or into a 1⁄2in (12mm) 
hole on top of a post for reading without 
having to bend down. Make a note of each 
day’s rainfall then empty to start again.

Value  
Cheap and durable - but postage more than 
doubles the cost.

Tried & tested
We try before you buy

Marshalls Rain Gauge 
£2.99 + P&P £4.95

&  0844 557 6700
8 marshalls-seeds.co.uk

TFA Wireless Rain Gauge  
£41.95 + P&P £3.95

&  01525 552031
8 weather-station-products.co.uk
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Basic Copper Rain Gauge  
£69.95  Free delivery available

&01787 883138
8 climemet.com

Features  
Copper cylinder with a graduated plastic 
beaker inside fed by a copper and brass 
funnel lid. Includes instructions, official 
rules for observing rainfall, and a chart to 
mark up a year’s worth of precipitation.  
H. 11in (28cm), Dia. 5 1⁄4in (13.5cm). 

Performance  
A quality rain gauge beautifully made and 
likely to last a lifetime. It’s wide funnel 
collects rain over a comparatively large 
area, so it’ll be accurate. Reads in inches 
and millimetres from zero to 1.35in (35mm), 
but you have to take off the funnel lid and 
remove the beaker to check the reading.

Value  
Expensive, yes, but it’ll last forever.

Features  
Digital display indoor base station receives 
wireless information from the rain collector 
outside. Reads in millimetres and requires 
5x AA batteries (included). Also gives indoor 
and outdoor temperatures. Base unit H. 5in 
(12.5cm), W. 33⁄4in (9.5cm), sensor H. 61⁄2in 
(16.5cm), Dia. 51⁄4in (13.5cm).

Performance  
Fairly easy to set up, the unit updates 
every 10 minutes. It stores rainfall data for 
individual hours, days, weeks and years. An 
alarm can be set to sound when rain begins 
– ideal if you have washing on the line!

Value  
Measure rainfall and temperature without 
leaving the comfort of your armchair.
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Keter paintable shed 
from £649 + £9.95 delivery
Keter at Argos and B&Q   8keter.com

You don’t have to buy a wooden shed if you 
want colour in your garden. Keter’s 
Oakland apex shed offers the durability of 
resin with a surface you can customize 
using outdoor paints. With double-wall 
resin panels and steel reinforcement the  
7 x  7ft (2.4 x 2.4m) model is quick to erect, 
leaving plenty of time to add your own 
splash of colour. 

Keeping you up to date on all 
things new for the garden

Professional Manual Rain Gauge
£24.95 + P&P £3.95

Features  
All-plastic construction with removable inner 
measuring cylinder graduated from zero to 25mm. 
Funnel lid and bracket for post mounting. Includes 
instructions for use, rules for observing rainfall, and a 
rainfall chart. H. 14in (35.5cm), Dia. 41⁄4in (11cm).

Performance  
This gauge will hold up to 225mm of rainfall and the 
clear plastic cylinder means you can read off levels 
without having to empty it every day.

Value  
If you’re keen to measure rainfall accurately and don’t 
want to spend a fortune this gauge is just the job.

What’s new

Grass trimmer 
from £49.99 RRP
Bosch at Argos and Homebase
 8bosch-garden.com

Switching from edging to strimming 
can be done at the click of a button on 
the Bosch ART grass trimmers. The 
ART 24, 27 and 30 models also feature 
automatic line feed for less fuss when in 
use. Prices start from £49.99 for the ART 
24, ideal for smaller gardens, up to 
£57.99 for the heavier duty ART 30.
With a lightweight motor, they’re 
designed to reduce muscle strain.

Gtech Cordless lawn 
mower  £299 Free delivery

&  0845 5193281   8gtech.co.uk

This 36V 
Lithium-ion 
battery 
operated 
mower will 
give up to 40 
minutes worth 
of run-time. 
The steel blade 
adjusts from 1-3in (30-80mm) cutting 
height for all seasons. Lightweight, with a 
35ltr collection bin, it features a fold-
down handle for easy storage. 

&  01787 883138  8 climemet.com

Rain Gauge with Wire 
Holder  £8.49 RRP

Garden centres nationwide
8 bosmere.com for retailers
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TFA Rain Gauge with 
Memory  £12.95 + £3.95 delivery

&  01525 552031
8 weather-station-products.co.uk
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{Next week: Help your 
climbers reach new 
heights. We take a look 
at obelisk supports
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Features  
Bosmere-branded green acrylic beaker has 
integrated spike on the cone base so it can 
be pushed into ground without the wire 
holder if required. Beaker H. 81⁄4in (21cm), 
Dia. 4in (10cm). Wire holder H. 30in (76cm)

Performance  
The steel rod holder pushes easily into the 
ground, and white-coloured graduations – 
in both inches and millimetres – are easy 
to read on the green plastic. Annoyingly, the 
stuck-on information and barcode labels 
required white spirit and a lot of rubbing to 
remove sticky residue.

Value  
A basic rain gauge, but good value with the 
wire holder included.

Features  
Tough clear acrylic beaker with white 
lettering graduated in millimetres. 
Graduated ring on the rim can be turned 
each day to give an accumulated rainfall 
figure. Includes plastic bracket for pole 
mounting. H. 8in (15cm), Dia. 33⁄8in (8.5cm).

Performance  
You’ll need a broom handle-type pole for 
mounting, but once set up the graduations 
(which run from zero to 40mm) are large 
and easy to read. Use the ring on the rim 
as a memory by adding each day’s rainfall 
figure and turning the numbers to an arrow.

Value  
Needs a pole, but well made and the large 
numbers are extremely easy to read.
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