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Little Loom
Companion

All the basic weaves
at your fingertips!

my

Lucy Jennings

Slow down and make it with love.



Welcome to weaving! I hope you grow to 
love the craft as much as I do.

Begin to Weave

Prepare the loom for weaving- The first step is to 
wind the warp yarn onto the loom. 
• Tie a knot at the beginning of the yarn, and tape 
it near the bottom of the back of the loom. The 
knot will keep the yarn from slipping out of the 
tape. 
• You won’t cut a length of yarn, just wind it from 
its source.
• Wrap the yarn around the loom, placing one 
strand inside each notch. Hold the yarn tightly and 
keep an even tension on the yarn as you wind. 

Yarn- The yarn wound on the loom is called the 
warp. You’re going to weave back and forth with 
the weft yarn.
Loom- I use a small frame loom for the lessons in 
this book, but any loom will work. 
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Wind the warp. Tie the ends together.

• Slip a straw or dowel under the warp ends and push 
it to the top of the loom. Having the warp yarn lifted 
off the loom a little makes it easier to weave.

Each yarn strand wound on the loom is a warp end.
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Begin to weave- Measure your first strand, about 
one yard. Thread up one of the needles and start 
weaving!
• You can begin to weave on either side of the 
loom. Leave a tail about 4 inches long hanging 
on the selvedge. The selvedges are the sides of the 
woven piece.
• Pass the needle over one warp end and under the 
next. Over, under, over, under- that’s the mantra.
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• After you weave across all of the warp ends, make 
an arc with the yarn, then pack it down. This makes 
the weft fall in between the warp ends.
   If you pull the yarn through without letting it 
have a chance to settle in, eventually it will start to 
pull in the selvedges and your finished piece will be 
more narrow on the top than the bottom.

• A row of weft yarn is called a pick. Pack down 
each row with your fingers- you can also use a table 
fork. Some weavers like to use a weaving comb or 
fork, and you can find beautiful tools out there, but 
for now your fingers are fine. And they are easy to 
find when you need them!
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   You can start a new yarn strand anywhere on the 
weaving. I like to begin each new strand randomly, 
that way I don’t build up bulk when it comes time to 
sew the  hanging threads into the back of the piece.
• Leave at least 4 inches of the old and new strands 
hanging until finishing time.

Begin a New Strand
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• Weave 4 rows of color A.
• Begin color B on the opposite side.

Horizontal Stripes

• On the return be sure to loop around the color 
A strand. This will hide color A inside the selvedge 
until you use it again.
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• Weaving 4 rows of a color creates an even stripe.
• Weaving 3 rows looks a little wavy.
• And weaving 2 rows is even more wavy.
• Weaving 1 row?  Well that’s  how you make         
vertical stripes.
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   Once you understand how vertical stripes are 
woven, checkerboards and dots will be easy.
• Here I wove a few rows of color A as a base.
• Weave 1 row of color B.
• Just as in weaving horizontal stripes, be sure to 
loop color A around color B.

Vertical Stripes



10

• Weave 1 row color A.

• Weave 1 row color B.

• Repeat this pattern and you’ll see a vertical stripe 
emerge. Just keep it up for as long as you want 
your stripe to be. 
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Here’s something fun to try.
• Weave 2 rows of color B.
• Weave 1 row of color A.
• Repeat the pattern and you’ll see the vertical 
stripe switch on the warp ends. I finished my piece 
with color B to balance the design.
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Checkerboard

• Weave color B.

• Repeat for 6 rows, ending with color B.

• Weave 1 more row of color B.

• Weave color A.
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  Repeat this sequence and soon you’ll see the 
checkered pattern emerge. Checkers make a nice 
border and are just plain old fun.

• Weave 1 row of color A,  then weave alternating 
colors until you have 6 rows of this “stripe.” 
• Weave 1 extra row of color A.
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   Dots are created a lot like checkers, except you 
weave more rows of color A than color B.
• Weave several rows of color A.
• Weave 1 row of color B.

Dots
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• Weave 1 row of color A.

• Weave 1 row of color B, making sure you  loop 
around the color A strand.
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• Weave 1 row of color A. 

• Weave 3 more rows of color A, and be sure to 
loop around color B to hide it inside the selvedge.

• When you weave the next row with color B you’ll 
see that it’s offset from the first set of “dots.”
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   You’ll weave the second set of dots the same way 
you did the first. Keep weaving this pattern until 
you’re satisfied. I think you need at least 5 repeats 
of the pattern to get the dotted effect, but have fun 
and see what works for you.
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   For your first diagonal, it’s much easier if the two 
colors you use are the same kind of yarn. If one 
strand is thicker than the other, you’ll run into 
problems. Save that sort of creativity for later!

Diagonals

Here’s a diagram to show you the weave structure.
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• Weave 2 rows of color A.

• Weave one row to the right, but turn back on the 
second warp end in from the right.
• Repeat, turning back on the third warp end in 
from the right.
• Keep weaving this pattern, returning on the next 
warp thread in from the right.
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• Once you finish weaving color A’s diagonal, 
weave color B in on top of color A...

until color B reaches the left side.
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   You can keep weaving these diagonal shapes, or 
you can turn them into triangle patterns.

   Now you’re ready to try weaving diagonals with 
more than two colors. Have fun experimenting 
with color combinations and triangles!
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   Circles are tricky to weave, so relax and have fun. 
If it doesn’t come out looking like a circle the first 
time, just call it a shape and give it another try.

Circle

• Copy the template on page 25. You’ll also find a 
link to download it full size on my website. 
• Tape the template to your loom.
• Choose two colors of the same size yarn.
• Weave section A with color A.
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• Weave section B with color A.

• Weave section C with color A.
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• Weave the bottom half of section D with color B.
   The loose strands in the middle of section D are where I 
ran out of orange yarn and started a new strand.
   We’ll take care of the extra hanging yarn ends later.
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• Weave the top half of section D. The top half will 
be woven the same as the bottom, but in reverse.
• Count the rows you wove on the straight edge of 
the circle.

• When you weave the top half of the circle, weave 
the same amount of straight rows as you counted 
on the bottom half.
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• Then fill in the curved portion of the top half.

• Now fill in sections E, F, and G with color A.
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Circle Template 
Go here to download the full-scale pdf:

 https://thecreativitypatch.com/pages/circle-template
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   Weaving free-form shapes are the most fun- it’s 
like making your own little puzzle. 
• Weave a few rows of  any color.
• Decide how wide you want your first shape to be 
and weave back and forth.

Shapes
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   I don’t really weave the shapes vertically loose like 
this, I just wanted to demonstrate my weaving path.
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   There are no solid rules in weaving shapes. On 
this piece, my shapes were woven narrow at the top, 
but you can weave your shapes however you like.
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   As you introduce each shape, experiment a little 
to figure out the best over-under path to take.
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   Finish off the top with the same color you wove 
on the bottom rows. 
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   Rya knots can be woven as a fringe, or if you pack 
them in densely, you’ll get a pile weave. Pile weave 
is like a velvety-soft, shaggy rug. I use two colors to 
help you understand the process, but you can use one 
color for both the knots and the rows you weave.

Rya Knots

• Weave several rows of color A.
• Cut several strands of color B, about 5 inches long.
• Loop a strand around 2 warp threads, then bring 
the ends of the strand up between the warp threads.
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• Make several rya knots across the web (your weaving).
• Pack the knots down onto the weaving.

• Weave 2 rows of color A on top of the rya knots.
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• Make another row of knots and this time place 
them between the previous row of knots.

   Off-setting the knots from the previous row 
creates a dense pile. Repeat this process as much 
as you like- your entire piece could be rya knots.
   Or... you can stop at  just one row of knots if you 
want a simple fringe on your weaving.
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   It’s a little scary, but we all have to do it! 
Go ahead and cut your masterpiece off the loom. 
• Cut through the center of the warp threads on 
the back side of the loom.

Cut it off the Loom
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   Now we’ll sew in all of the hanging strands on 
the back side of the weaving.
• Use a tapestry needle to sew each strand back 
into the weaving.

Finishing



39

• If you have more than one strand hanging in 
one place, try not to sew them all in the same 
direction. You don’t want to bulk up one part with 
lots of strands in the same spot.
• On some shapes, like the circle, you may need to 
sew up the slits with a needle and thread.
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   If you choose to hang your piece, tie the top 
warp ends around a dowel, stick, or whatever you 
choose. Here’s how I tie the ends so they don’t 
show on the front side of your woven piece.
• Lay the piece and dowel on a flat surface.
• Your weaving should be front side down. 
• Take the first two warp ends and pull the first 
one in front of the dowel.

Hanging
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• Bring the second warp end over the dowel, and 
tie it to the first warp end.

• Repeat to the other end of your weaving.
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• I like to put a dab of glue on each knot.  Any glue 
that dries clear works fine.

• After the glue dries, trim up the warp ends.
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   The bottom of the weaving is finished by sewing 
the warp ends up into the web.
• Thread a tapestry needle with one warp end, and 
sew it up into the weaving about 1 inch.
• Pull each end up snug, but not too tight. 
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• The last warp end is sewn back in with the end 
right before it.
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• Trim off the warp ends.
• And you’re done! 
• Well, sorta. All you need to do is tie yarn to the 
dowel, hang it up, and wait for the compliments.
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end- one warp thread

pick- one weft thread

happiness- of course the definition of 
happiness is weaving!

selvedge- the sides of a woven piece

warp- the vertical threads on the loom

web- the piece of weaving on the loom

weft- the yarn that goes over and under 
the warp threads

Weaving Terms
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Learn More

happy weaving!

   I hope you’ll want to dive deeper and learn more 
about different techniques and materials you can 
weave with.

Come visit me at The Creativity Patch, where 
you’ll find my tutorials, courses, looms, and 

weaving kits!

thecreativitypatch.com
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