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In conjunction with Arader Galleries’ exhibition The Royal Treatment, which gathers our unparalleled 
collection of  natural history watercolors painted at the French court (curated by Alison Petretti), we 
present here a brief  collection of  French royal books, broadly conceived. Some — Vallet’s almost 
micrographic florilegium for Henri IV, Plumier’s Description des plantes de l’Amerique with the supralibros 
of  Louis XIV, Redouté and Ventenat’s masterful account of  Empress Joséphine’s Jardin de la Malmaison 
 — support the paintings directly. 

Others are simply redolent of  Versailles, the Louvre, Fontainebleau and other haunts of  the crown 
retinue. Ménard’s re-issue of  Joinville’s life of  Louis IX (Saint Louis) presented to Marie de’ Medici 
is a poignant relic of  the strife of  the era; months after the volume was given to the Queen Mother, 
she was banished to Fontainebleau by the son whose portrait sits opposite that of  the sainted subject. 
Beaulieu’s account of  the military achievements — if  perhaps slightly inflated — of  Louis XIV is all 
the more alluring for its residence in the library of  the Château de Malmaison, home of  the Empress 
Josephine; what did she learn from them?

The court of  France inspired in its era as it does today a reverence for the fineness of  its trappings. 
“Versailles” has long been a byword for opulence. Volumes that passed through the collections of  
France’s kings or its high nobility have always commanded great esteem from collectors, and the assem-
blage presented below will, we hope, illustrate why.

Early
1. Vallet. Le Jardin du Roy tres chrestien Henry IV...
2. Joinville, ed. Ménard. Histoire de S. Loys IX. du nom...
3. Fouquet. Histoire d’Espagne with Histoire de France...

Louis XIV
4. Plumier. Description des plantes de l’Amerique
5. Beaulieu. Les glorieuses conquestes de Loüis le Grand
6. Louis XIV. Document signed (Fontainebleau)
7. Le Pautre. Les Plans... des Ville, et Château de Versailles

Louis XV
8. Longus, illust. Philippe II. Daphnis et Chloé
9. [Louis XV]. Les Statuts de l’Ordre du S.t Esprit

Louis XVI
10. Gifford. The unfortunate Lewis the Sixteenth

Napoleon
11. Redouté & Ventenat. Jardin de la Malmaison
12. Chateaubriand. De Buonaparte, des Bourbons
13. Thouin. Plans raisonnés de... jardins
14. Chambure. Napoléon et ses contemporains
15. Norvins & Raffet. Histoire de Napoleon

Louis Philippe
16. Noisette & Bessa. Le Jardin Fruitier...

J.L. Rosenberg
Head of  Rare Books



Vallet, Pierre and Jean Robin. Le Jardin du Roy tres chrestien Henry IV Roy de France et 
de Navarre dedie a la Royne. [Paris: Pierre Vallet,] 1608. First edition. Bound in XVIIIc 
speckled calf  (rebacked) with a double gilt fillet border. Vallet, the self-described “bro-
deur ordinaire du roy,” i.e., the court embroiderer, here creates a pattern book for floral 
embroidery dedicated to the queen, Marie de’ Medici. Together with Jean Robin, who 
directed the gardens at the Louvre, they compiled this florilegium, filled with sensuous-
ly naturalistic etchings of  flowers, long influential for artists.  

$75,000.
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de Joinville, Jean; ed. Claude Ménard. Histoire de S. Loys IX. du nom, roy de France. Paris: 
Sebastien Cramoisy, 1617. First edition. Bound in olive morocco, likely by Clovis Eve. 
a presentation copy to Marie de’ Medici, festooned with her cipher. The original 
Histoire de S. Loys IX was written in 1309 by Joinville in order to chronicle the life of  
Louis IX. In the 17th century, the Catholic historian Claude Ménard discovered an 
unpublished manuscript of  the Histoire in Laval, alongside primary source documents 
in Latin pertaining to the canonization of  the king. The work was published anew, a 
hopeful harbinger of  a second golden age of  Louis.

$78,000.
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[Fouquet, Nicolas]. Histoire d’Espagne with Histoire de France et premierem[en]t des gaulloys. 
[No location: no publisher, ca. 1650.] A manuscript history of  Spain (44pp.) to 1580, 
and history of  France (264pp.) to 1610. Written in a lovely legible XVIIc cursive, gen-
erally within a double sanguine border (single at the bottom). Bound in contempo-
rary russet crushed morocco. nicolas fouquet (1615–1680), Viscount of Melun and 
Vaux, Marquis of belle-isle, and superintendent of  Finance under louis xiV, was 
one of  the richest and most powerful men in France. His wealth, dubious financial 
transactions, and the splendour of  his entertainments in his Château de Vaux sealed his 
fate: Louis XIV had him sentenced to life imprisonment in 1665 at Pignerol, where he 
eventually died. 

$9,500.

Arader Galleries The Royal Treatment

3



Plumier, Charles. Description des plantes de l’Amerique. Avec leurs figures. Paris: Jean Anisson, 
Imprimerie Royale; 1693 (as printed: 1713). First edition, first issue. Bound in contem-
porary speckled calf  with the gilt supralibros of louis xiV to both boards. As the New 
World unveiled itself  to Europe, a curiosity over its flora began to bloom. The botaniste 
du roi to Louis XIV, Fr. Charles Plumier o.M., compiled this book based his voyages to 
the Antilles, which only whetted the appetite of  France’s public.

$32,500.
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[de Beaulieu, Sébastien de Pontault.] Les glorieuses conquestes de Loüis Le Grand, Roy de 
France. Et de Navarre dediées au Roy. Two volumes. Paris: for the Author, 1694. Bound 
in contemporary cat’s-paw calf. With 198 engravings illustrating the military achieve-
ments and territorial ambitions of the Sun King. A manuscript table of contents has 
been bound in. the chateâu de MalMaison copy— froM the collection of prince 
eugène and of napoleon i and eMpress Josephine  — and the ex-libris of robert 
i, duke of parMa. 

$125,000.
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Louis XIV, king of france. Document signed. Fontainebleau: 13 September 1711.  
Two vellum folios sewn, written on two leaves, the final two leaves blank. Secretary 
hand, signed “Louis” and countersigned “Par Le Roy” “colbert” (Jean-Baptiste) on 
the verso of  the second leaf. This document is a declaration from Louis XIV to the 
Parlement de Bretagne, made at Fontainebleau 13 September 1711. This declaration 
emphasized the jurisdiction of  those at the table de marbre, a separate division in the 
Bretagne Parlement relating to forestry, hunting, and fishing, over misdemeanors and 
crimes either to do with claims of  land or committed while hunting.  

$2,800.
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[Lepautre, Pierre et al.] Les Plans, Profils, et Elevations, des Ville, et Château de Versailles, avec 
les Bosquets, et Fontaines… Paris: Demortain, [1716]. First edition. Bound in contempo-
rary mottled calf. From the distinguished collection of  Emilio Terry — avant-garde 
artist and architect, friend of  Dalì — via the 2012 Sotheby’s sale of  his nephew, the 
prince henry de la tour d’auVergne lauraguais. With 65 engravings illustrating 
the chateau of  Versailles and its grounds at the peak of  its splendor, just following the 
death of  louis xiV.

$9,500.
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Longus; trans. Jacques Amyot; illust. philippe ii, duc d’orléans. Les amours pastorales 
de Daphnis et Chloé. [Paris: Quilleau,] 1718. First edition “du Régent.” Bound in contem-
porary red morocco. Longus (AD IIc), about whom nothing is known, wrote the most 
widely celebrated of  the five surviving Greek novels: Daphnis and Chloe. The impetus for 
this publication was the inclusion of  philippe ii’s — then Regent for the young louis 
xV — illustrations.  

$11,500.
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[Louis XV — Fine Binding.] Les Statuts de l’Ordre du S.t Esprit estably par Henri III.me du 
nom roy de France et de Pologne au mois de Decembre l’an M.D.LXXVII. [Paris]: Imprimerie 
Royale (Anisson), 1724. Bound (by Louis-Joseph Dubois) in red morocco. On Whit-
sunday of  1578, Henri III established the Order of  the Holy Spirit, a chivalric order 
recognizing his twin coronations as King of  France (1574) and of  Poland in (1573). 
The present edition of  Les Statuts is notable for its publication in alignment with the 
majority and reign proper of  Louis XV in 1723. the “legitiMist” copy, froM the col-
lections of henri V d’artois, princess Marie-thérèse,  JaiMe de borbón (Jacques 
i of france) and beatriz borbón, princess MassiMo di roViano. later in the col-
lection of Mrs. (linda) beinecke. 

$9,500.
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Gifford, John. A Narrative of  the transactions personally relating to the unfortunate Lewis the 
Sixteenth, King of  France and Navarre; from the period of  his evasion from Paris on the twentieth 
of  June, 1791, to his death on the twenty-first of  January, 1793. London: for W. Locke, 1793. 
First edition. Bound by Morrell (XIXc) in blue straight-grained morocco with the arms 
of  alliance of  louis xVI and Marie-antoinette gilt and alternating liberty caps and 
fleurs-de-lys. Extra-illustrated: 47 plates beyond the 6 engravings issued with the book. 
English Schadenfreude par excellence.

$1,800.
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Redouté, Pierre-Joseph and Etienne Pierre Ventenat. Jardin de la Malmaison. Paris: L’im-
primerie de Crapelet, 1803[-1805]. Bound in modern calf  with earlier calf  inset as pan-
els. The gardens at eMpress Joséphine’s Château de Malmaison were rich with rare 
plants, landscaped by distinguished botanists and horticulturists, including Redouté. 
To document this beauty, Joséphine commissioned Jardin de la Malmaison from botanist 
Ventenat with 120 stipple-engraved pochoir plates (finished by hand) after Redouté.  

$90,000.
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Chateaubriand, François-René. De Buonaparte, des Bourbons, et de la nécessité de se rallier a 
nos princes légitimes, pour le bonheur de la France et celui de l’Europe. Paris: Mame Frères, 1814. 
First edition. Bound in modern half  calf  over marbled boards. A life-long, die-heard 
royalist, Chateaubriand here (in a pamphlet that would be reprinted ceaselessly through 
1814 and beyond) warns the world of  the danger of  napoleon. He would nevertheless 
come to be courted by the First Consul, and was made a member of  the French Acad-
emy. froM the collection of Jacques leVy. 

$2,400.
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Thouin, Gabriel. Plans raisonnés de toutes les espèces de jardins. Paris: Lebégue, 1820. First edi-
tion. Bound in quarter shagreen over paste-paper boards. With 57 lithographed plates 
illustrating garden design at its highest level. Thouin designed gardens for the Tuileries, 
Versailles and the Jardin des Plantes (which was, before the Revolution, the Jardin du 
Roi). ex libris hottinguer. 

$12,000.
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de Chambure, Laurent Auguste Pelletier. Napoléon et ses contemporains. Suite de gravures 
représentant des traits d’héroïsme, de clémence, de générosité, de popularité, avec texte. Paris: Bossange 
Père & Bossange Frères, 1824. First edition. Bound in a rather exquisite XIXc green 
straight-grained morocco binding gilt, with mulberry watered silk end-papers and dou-
blures. With 2 engraved frontispiece portraits and 45 engraved plates on china paper 
laid down on heavier stock. froM the collection of Jacques leVy and Maybe — Just 
Maybe — froM the collection of king louis-philippe at the château d’eu Via sir 
richard wallace. 

$4,800.

Arader Galleries The Royal Treatment

14



de Norvins, Jacques Marquet; illust. Denis-Auguste-Marie Raffet. Histoire de Napoléon. 
Paris: Furne et Cie., 1839. one of four recorded copies on papier de chine. Bound 
in contemporary quarter calf  over marbled boards. the aiMé laurent copy. The fi-
nal edition of  Raffet’s hagiographic biography of  Napoleon. Aimé Laurent (Laurent 
Meeûs) was a prolific Belgian collector. 

$4,500.

Arader Galleries The Royal Treatment

15



Noisette, Louis; illust. Pancrace Bessa. Le Jardin Fruitier, histoire et culture des arbres fruitiers, 
des ananas, melons, et fraisiers; descriptions et usages des fruits. Two volumes, two parts of  text 
in the first (as issued) and the plates in the second. Paris: Imprimerie de A.-E. Fain et E. 
Thunot for Audot, 1839 (first part of  text)–1833 (second part of  text)–1839 (plates). 
Second edition, expanded. Bound in contemporary polished blue calf. On the boards, a 
gilt scrollwork border surrounding blind leaf-roll border. Le Jardin Fruitier compiles ma-
terial from the first edition of  the book and from expanded research conducted during 
the preparation for Noisette’s Manuel complet du jardinier (1824–1827). Shown alongside 
Bessa’s illustrations of  the ripe fruits of  France, this two-volume work was a monument 
of  French culinary supremacy during the July Monarchy. 

$9,000.
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