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By Stan Pethel 

 
OPTIONAL DRAMA 

By Mark Cabaniss 
 

PUBLISHER’S NOTE 
 
Permission is hereby granted by the publisher to the original purchaser of 5 or more copies of 
the choral score for There’s a Song in the Air (00-47954) to print and photocopy this document 
for rehearsal and performance purposes only.  Choral music is never to be photocopied, nor is it 
covered by the CCLI or Onelicense.net licenses for photocopying. 
 
All musicals and cantatas published by Jubilate Music Group are protected by copyright.  Staged 
performances of There’s a Song in the Air by churches and schools do not require a 
performance license (other than the purchase of a minimum of 5 copies of choral scores and 
any desired companion products).  However, performances by churches, schools, semi-
professional or professional groups when admission is charged are subject to different licensing 
and royalty stipulations, and all such groups should contact Jubilate Music Group for details.  
Also, if you plan to videotape, film, or otherwise record your performance please contact 
Jubilate Music Group (866-742-7212 or info@jubilatemusic.com) to obtain mechanical and/or 
synchronization rights. 
 
        -The Publisher 
 
All material contained herein: © Copyright 2019 Jubilate Music Group, LLC.  P.O. Box 3607, Brentwood, 

TN 37024.  International Copyright Secured.  All Rights Reserved. 866-742-7212 
 
 
 

PRODUCTION SUGGESTIONS  
 

§ This drama replaces the narration contained in the There’s a Song in the Air choral score 
(although occasionally, portions of the musical’s narration in the choral score are 
interpolated in this drama). 

 
§ The HOST can be played by a woman or man and should not just stand in one place as 

she (or he) speaks.  She should move slowly and deliberately (though with not too much 
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movement so as to appear restless).  Having this actor move a bit will help keep visual 
variety.  The HOST sits in a simple chair each time after she speaks, observing the action. 
Or the HOST may join the choir to sing. 

 
§ Ideally, the actor who portrays MARY will also sing A Mother’s Deep Prayer.  The entire 

song can be sung as a solo, or the Sopranos and Altos can join the soloist at selected 
places. 

 

 

CAST and COSTUME SUGGESTIONS 
 
HOST:     Choir robe or regular clothing. 
SHEPHERD:  Robe, sandals, headdress. 
MARY:   Tunic with cloth sash, shawl, headdress. 
MELCHIOR:  Dark robe with cloak. Embroider cloak if possible.  
KING HEROD:  Bright robe with embellished cloak. Crown. 

 
DRAMA SCRIPT 

 
The music for “The Song from Afar” begins.  The HOST enters and stands Center Stage.  She/He 
begins speaking at measure 5 of the music. 
 
HOST:  Listen!  Listen!  You can hear hope sparkling…you can hear change coming…you can hear 
the prophets speaking of a promised Messiah. You can hear the sound of a donkey’s hooves 
clip-clopping towards Bethlehem led by a young man.  The donkey carries a weary, young 
woman heavy with Child.  It’s a long journey, but there’s a song in the air! 
 
The HOST sits (or joins the choir to sing). 
 
SONG #1:  THE SONG FROM AFAR  
 
After “The Song from Afar” the HOST stands to speak. 
 
HOST:  And so it was, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be 
delivered.  And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped Him in swaddling clothes, and 
laid Him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn. 
 
SONG #2:  THE WONDERFUL BIRTH 
 
After “The Wonderful Birth”, a SHEPHERD enters and stands Center Stage.  He speaks directly to 
the audience. 
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SHEPHERD:  It happened so quickly!  You’re here wanting to hear what everyone in this village 
is talking about, I’m sure.  Well, I was there that night.  Oh, but first, I must tell you what led up 
to it.  There were what some of us called “religious fanatics” who had predicted that Messiah 
would soon come.  My grandfather had said he had heard rumors when he was a young man 
that Messiah would come to save us.  But on that night in this very field where we stood guard 
over our sheep…it was different.  We had settled down for the night when suddenly without 
warning, the sky started getting brighter.  Like a sunrise.  We heard something that sounded 
like thunder and then laughing and singing.  But we were not laughing or singing!  We were 
terrified!  The sky was now bright as if it was daytime.   
 
Music to “And We Echo the Song” begins. 
 
SHEPHERD: (continued) We ran behind those rocks over there.  By now, the entire sky seemed 
to be filled with what we think now had to be angels. And then a single figure emerged clearly.  
It was like nothing I had ever seen in my life!  It was beautiful.  I felt a calm come over me.  I 
don’t know why, but I felt peace just looking into that face.  This angel smiled and spoke to us 
with a beautiful, soothing voice. 
 
SONG #3:  AND WE ECHO THE SONG 
 
After “And We Echo the Song”, the SHEPHERD exits (or joins the choir). The HOST stands to 
speak. 
 
HOST:  There’s a song in the air!  There’s a star in the sky!  There’s a mother’s deep prayer, and 
a Baby’s low cry. 
 
MARY enters and stands Center Stage to speak. 
 
MARY:  He didn’t cry that night.  Well, not much.  But He was a baby, after all. However, I knew 
that this baby wasn’t just another baby.  Don’t get me wrong…all babies are little miracles in 
their own right.  But an angel had spoken to me…and Joseph had a dream…and I knew that the 
life that was within me was a celestial Child.  A Child that was before the foundation of time.  
And a Child that would change the world forever.  Some would never believe He was the 
Chosen One, the Messiah.  But I knew in my heart, and the facts of how He came to us, that this 
was indeed the Son of God.  Jehovah Elohim.  The Prince of Peace.  A Lamb of Promise.   
 
Music to “A Mother’s Deep Prayer” begins. 
 
MARY: (continued) As I held Him that night, and I felt His tiny heartbeat, my soul overflowed 
with a joy that I had never felt before. 
 
SONG #4:  A MOTHER’S DEEP PRAYER 
 
After “A Mother’s Deep Prayer”, MARY exits (or joins the choir).  The HOST stands to speak. 
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HOST:  There’s a song in the air!  There’s a star in the sky!  And there were wise 
men…astrologers who were following a star in the East…seeking the Messiah. 
 
The HOST sits.  MELCHIOR enters and stands Center Stage. 
 
MELCHIOR:  Shalom.  My name is Melchior, and I am a seeker of the truth…and a believer of the 
promises in the Holy Scriptures.  I am one of three Magi who have come from the East to seek 
to worship the new Jewish King.  I am an astrologer.  And along with my learned colleagues, we 
have studied the planets and stars carefully.  A brilliant, bright new star has appeared and it 
seems to point to a new event in the House of Jacob.  We think it is leading to a new Jewish 
King.  We have come in a caravan to seek the promised Messiah.  Our journey first led us to 
Jerusalem where we were ushered in to see King Herod.  
 
KING HEROD enters. 
 
MELCHIOR:  Forever may you live, King Herod! 
 
HEROD:  You have been presented to me to tell of your discovery of a new King.  My soldiers 
say you are following a new and bright star. 
 
MELCHIOR:  After numerous calculations and consultations with other scholars, we are 
convinced this star and others are predicting the birth of a most unusual king.  A King of the 
Jews. 
 
HEROD: (outraged) A king of the Jews!  I am the king of the Jews and there has been no royal 
birth here or anywhere!  I have the best astrologers in the world, and they have told me of no 
such birth.  You are wrong! 
 
MELCHIOR:  I respectfully submit my disagreement with you, O king.  We have had verification 
from sources which cannot be questioned, especially the holy Scriptures.  Had I and my 
colleagues doubted our findings, we would have never undertaken such a journey.   
 
HEROD turns in anger and walks a few steps away from MELCHIOR.  He gazes up for a moment 
to ponder that what he is hearing could conceivably be true.  His mood changes and calms as he 
turns slowly and back to MELCHIOR and speaks in a calculating manner. 
 
Music to “There’s a Star in the Sky” begins. 
 
HEROD:  I suggest you continue your journey to see if, indeed, this “king of the Jews” has been 
born.  If you find him, return to me with the news and details so that I, too, can go and worship 
him. 
 
MELCHIOR:  Thank you…and may your name be praised, your royal highness. 
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MELCHIOR bows and exits.  HEROD exits.   
 
SONG #5: THERE’S A STAR IN THE SKY 
 
After “There’s a Star in the Sky” the HOST stands to speak as the music to “We Rejoice in the 
Light” begins.  The HOST speaks at measure 2. 
 
HOST:  There’s a song in the air! There’s a star in the sky!  Our Messiah is born…and He is the 
Christ.  We have once again heard the story of all stories.  How God became human and yet 
Divine.  And we can never be the same.  Let us share the song!  Let us share our joy!  Christ is 
born and all is well. 
 

SONG #6: WE REJOICE IN THE LIGHT 
 
SONG #7: BENEDICTION: CELEBRATE GOD’S LOVE 
 


