TEACHING TIPS AND SUGGESTIONS
By Susan Eernisse

In Simply Amazing Grace Jill Gallina has created a solid arrangement combining 2 beloved songs — “Amazing
Grace” and “Simple Gifts.” These partner songs mesh to create a wonderful part-singing experience for young
singers. Here are some tips and suggestions that will help your choir sing beautifully and get the most out of
the anthem.

HYMNODY

“Amazing Grace” is one of the most beloved hymns of all time. Even people who néver attend church easily
recognize the words and tune. Consider teaching the entire hymn to your students“as part of a hymn memory
project. If your church uses a specific hymnal, allow the children to sing from it. Have your childrest do a “hymn
survey” of their family members, asking them the name of their favorite hymn, Colleet all th€ responses and list
them on posterboard. See how many times “Amazing Grace” appears inthe responses.

SPIRITUAL FORMATION

The idea of grace being a gift from God comes through sttongly in|this anthém. How about encouraging your
singers to memorize some grace-themed scriptures? Suggested, verses include Rroverbs 3:34, Luke 2:40, John
1:14, Romans 16:20, 2 Corinthians 12:9, Ephesians 21849, and Hebrews#s 16, Print these on cardstock to display
around the rehearsal room.

STUDENTACTIVILY PAGE

Print copies of the Simply Amazing GracefStudent ActivitydPage on white cardstock for each singer. Students
should cut apart the gift tags on the sheet. Rémifid them thatigrace is God’s gift of love to each of us. Allow them
to select one of the verses listed above and print it @ma gift tag. They can color the border of the gift tag, punch a
hole in the end and thread agiece of tibbon or string thfough the hole.

Encourage the childrengo hang the gift tag ywhereghey will see it daily so they can memorize the scripture. Leave
the extra gift tags out'withgpencils, crayons,thole punch and string for early arrivers in the coming weeks. As the
children memorizé'@wersepthéy can begin memorizing additional verses. Allow children the opportunity to say
their verses freft memory to.each gther ot to adult volunteers.

SINGING IN HARMONY

Simply Amazing Graceleeuldbe performed by younger singers as a unison anthem if necessary. Sing as written
through measure 56Sing only Part I from there to the end. This will eliminate all the harmony parts.

If you performfag wfitten with the two parts, everyone will learn both the primary tunes plus the connecting
material ingmeasufes 49-64 that leads into the partner song portion of the song. Make sure the children are
confident withythe two individual melodies before trying to combine them. Have a strong adult singer lead each of
the two groups until the two parts can continue independently. In the beginning, have the two groups sing facing
opposite directions (groups back-to-back) with their adult leader in front of them. Next, have both groups face the
same direction (groups side-by-side). Finally have the two groups face each other. Remind the singers that it is
not a competition, that both parts are equally important.



SIMPLY AMAZING GRACE

for 2-Part voices, accompanied

Arranged by Tune: NEW BRITAIN
JILL GALLINA Virginia Harmony, 1831
SIMPLE GIFTS

JOSEPH BRACKETT

With reverence (J = ca. 108-112)
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