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Jonah is an inventive musical story that can be presented in worship, chapel, or
Sunday school throughout the year. The story and dialog are inspired by the book of
Jonah, chapters 1-4. Additional insights may be found in Exodus 34: 6 and 1 Kings
19: 3b-9.

Flexibly conceived, Jonah may be presented by unison or 2-part voices as a mini-
musical drama, with dialog for 3 characters: God, Jonah and Narrator. Reproducible
dialog appears on pages 2-3. Important themes in this story include feeling sorry for
yourself, trying to run away from God and responsibility, turning to God in times of
distress, and repenting and receiving God’s grace. These themes are as applicable
today as they were in biblical times!

JONAH DIALOG

NARRATOR: (spoken in rhyming cadence) Once upon a time, in the belly of a whale
sat poor old Jonah––what a sad, sad tale!
Jonah was frightened and running away
from God and life. What a pitiful display!
Sitting down there with seaweed on his head,
with all of his terrible problems to dread,
poor old Jonah had a change of heart,
and this is where our story starts!

GOD: Jonah!

JONAH: Yes, Lord?

GOD: Why are you running away from me?

JONAH: Lord, I have always tried to serve You faithfully. But now You tell me
I must go to the terrible city of Nineveh and make those Ninnies give
up their evil ways! Why have You chosen ME to go, Lord? WHY ME?

GOD: Jonah, have faith, and the plan will be revealed.

JONAH: What kind of an answer is that? WHY ME? (sighs)

Okay, Lord, I’d rather be alive than dead. Please forgive me! If You’ll
get me out of this smelly fish, I’ll go to Nineveh.
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NARRATOR: (spoken in rhyming cadence) The whale swam to a nearby beach
and spit Jonah out! He began to preach
and spread God’s word in Nineveh city,
“Believe in God, or He’ll have no pity.
He’ll punish you and destroy your town.”
Then Jonah found some shade and sat right down.

GOD: Jonah, the people of Nineveh have listened to you. They have given up
their evil ways. I am very pleased, and I have decided not to punish
them.

JONAH: What?! How can you let them off the hook so easily? I’ve been your
faithful servant for years, but I had to sit in the belly of a whale before
you would forgive me! WHY ME!?

GOD: What right do you have to be angry? Was I angry with you when you
sailed away from me on a sinking ship? No, I saved you because you
asked me to forgive you.

So it is with the people of Nineveh. They have repented of their sinful
ways, just as you did. Now they also are my faithful children. Jonah,
let go of your anger. Grow in faith and wisdom, and you will know
my grace.

NARRATOR:  (spoken in rhyming cadence) Jonah was a lot like you and me,
when he heard God call, he ran to the sea!
Confused and frightened, he tried to hide,
until, at last, deep down inside,
he knew the truth. He found God’s grace.
All of life’s troubles he could face.
So here’s the moral of this little tale:
When YOU land in the belly of a whale,
remember this––let God be your guide.
You can’t go wrong with God by your side!

• • • • • • • • 

Jean Anne Shafferman is Director of Church Choral Publications for Alfred
Publishing Company. She frequently collaborates with Anna Laura Page, who is
the former Alfred Handbell Editor. Both women graduated from the University of
Kentucky with degrees in music education and music theory.

Jonah is excerpted and adapted from Kids’ Kreations, Vol. II: 6 Skits with Music and 
Dialog for Children’s Worship, Vacation Bible School and Christian Education.
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