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FOREWORD

The Tale of the Drowsy Shepherd is a musical play that tells the inspirational story of Aaron, a poor
shepherd, who just can’t seem to stay awake while counting and tending his sheep. He is on the brink
of being fired from his job, but the many travails of our wayward shepherd finally lead him to the
manger where he witnesses the miracle of Christ’s birth. After this glorious event he is renewed,
inspired, and determined to follow his dreams.

The seven contemporary songs are filled with humor and inspiration. Along with a cast of characters
from the comical sheep to I. B. Eweing, President of “Wee are Sheep Inc.,” this easy-to-prepare-and-
present musical is guaranteed to entertain and inspire. Performers and audiences alike will be assured
that indeed, with Christ, “all things are possible.” (Philippians 4:13)

— Michael and Jill Gallina

THE CAST

The Tale of the Drowsy Shepherd is a very easy musical to prepare, stage and present, and it can be
performed with as few as 10 children by doubling parts or combining shepherd and angel lines.

AARON: The Drowsy Shepherd. He may be sleeping on the job, but he’s eager to
please and has a heart of gold. (several speaking lines, solo and group
singing)

SHEM: Owner of Shem’s Sheep Shop. He is business-like and official. (boy or girl -
several speaking lines, group singing)

REUBEN: Shepherd Supervisor. (several speaking lines, group singing)

RACHEL: Shepherdess Supervisor. (several speaking lines, group singing)

I. B. EWEING:

President and CEO of Wee R. Sheep, Inc. (boy or girl - several speaking
lines, solo singing)

SHEEP: 8 or as many as 21. (a few lines each - their lines can be combined or
separated depending upon the size of your group)

ANGELS: 6 (a few lines each, group singing)

BACK-UP BAND: 4 or as many as 8. (non-speaking, group singing)

MARY: (non-speaking, optional singing)

JOSEPH: (non-speaking, optional singing)

SHEPHERDS: 4 or as many as 8. (non-speaking, group singing)

WISEMEN: 3 (non-speaking, group singing - they can be played by younger children,

youth or adults )



PERFORMANCE SUGGESTIONS

Some of the speaking lines are written in Italics. These are puns and double entendres that are intended
to add humor to the script and story line. Cast members should be sure to place extra emphasis on
these humorous lines.

Specific staging instructions and directions are provided within the context of the script.

COSTUME SUGGESTIONS

Aaron and the shepherds should wear tunics with rope belts, cord headbands, and carry crooks
[optional].

I. B. Ewing’s tunic should be a dressier version with a gold cord belt and gold headband.

The angels should be dressed in white robes with wings attached. Their halos can be made out of white
pipe cleaners attached to headbands.

The angel back-up band should also wear white robes, sunglasses and bandanas around their heads.

The sheep costumes can be fashioned out of white or gray fleece warm up suits with cotton balls
attached and glued in place. Ears can be easily made using headbands and gluing either cotton batting
or cotton balls along the top of the band. Ears should be cut out of matching colored felt and glued on
the top of the headband.

SET SUGGESTIONS

The majority of the setting for the The Tale of the Drowsy Shepherd takes place in a field and a
meadow. Clouds and a backdrop depicting hills in the background with a few trees and shrubbery,
characteristic of a meadow, are options. Bales of hay are also decorative options. For the manger
tableau scene, the manger can be set to one side of the performance area. Be as simple or intricate as
time and materials permit. You may also choose to eliminate the nativity tableau, which could be
replaced with slides, DVD or Powerpoint images.



THE DROWSY SHEPHERD OVERTURE

Words and music by
MICHAEL and JILL GALLINA
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THE DROWSY SHEPHERD

Words and music by

Singer’s Edition page 3 MICHAEL and JILL. GALLINA
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THERE’S NO BUSINESS LIKE SHEEP BUSINESS

Words and music by

Singer’s Edition page 5 MICHAEL and JILL. GALLINA
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* Note: “on the lam” means “on the run”
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SONG OF HOPE

Words and music by
Singer’s Edition page 8 MICHAEL and JILL GALLINA
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FOR UNTO YOU, HALLELU!

Singer’s Edition page 11

Words and music by
MICHAEL and JILL GALLINA
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ON A STARLIT NIGHT

Incorporating tune: STILLE NACHT
by FRANZ GRUBER (1787-1863)
Additional ]

Words by
JOSEPH MOHR (1792-1848)
and JILL GALLINA

Singer’s Edition page 14
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ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE

Words and music by
Singer’s Edition page 17 MICHAEL and JILL GALLINA
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Words: Anonymous
with additional words by
JILL GALLINA

Singer’s Edition page 20
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WHO IS THIS CHILD?

Incorporating tune: MUELLER
by JAMES R. MURRAY (1841-1905)
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ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE

Reprise
Words and music by
Singer’s Edition page 23 MICHAEL and JILL GALLINA
With great passion (J. = ca. 48)
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