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Lowell Mason

The year was 1838. The board of Boston Public Schools was

set to vote on whether to include vocal music in the curriculum.
Advocates stated that vocal music would “expand the chest

and thereby strengthen the lungs and vital organs.” There was
no mention of the value of music to American culture and
individual enrichment.

The measure passed and music was added to the curriculum
in Boston’s public schools. Lowell Mason (1792-1872) was
appointed Superintendent of the new music program, a
position he held until 1841. Thus, the honorary title of the
“Father of Music Education” has been given to Lowell Mason.

Mason championed a more European musical style for hymns
over that of early American hymn writers. This was different
from composers such as William Billings (1746-1800)
and William Walker (1809-1875) and his
Southern Harmony publication.

Over the course of his career Mason wrote
over 1600 hymn tunes, many of which are still
in use today and included in this collection, ‘
His hymnal, published by the Handel and Hz

Society of Boston was a major sales s ith ‘
distribution far beyond New Englan
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! HARK, TEN THOUSAND HARPS

Arranged by Tune: HARWELL
STAN PETHEL by LOWELL SON

Classic feel J = ca. 88
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THE LIGHT OF GOD IS FALLING ’

Arranged by Tune: MISSIONARY HYMN
STAN PETHEL by LOWELL MASON

Freely J =ca. 72
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NEARER, MY GOD, TO THEE

Arranged by
STAN PETHEL

Freely J =ca. 84

Tune: BETHANY
by LOWELL

SON
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" THERE IS A FOUNTAIN

Arranged by Tune: CLEANSING FOUNTAIN
STAN PETHEL by LOWELL SON

Freely J =ca. 76
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a A CHARGE TO KEEP I HAVE

Arranged by Tune: BOYLSTON
STAN PETHEL by LOWELL MASON

Brightly, Baroque-like J =ca. 100
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O FOR A THOUSAND TONGUES TO SING "

Arranged by

Tune: AZMON
STAN PETHEL by LOWELL MASON
Liltingly J = ca. 56
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» MY FAITH LOOKS UP TO THEE

Arranged by Tune: OLIVET
STAN PETHEL by LOWELL MASON
Moderately J =ca. 88
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Arranged by
STAN PETHEL

Moderately slow, with expression J =ca. 76

by LOWELL

WHEN I SURVEY THE WONDROUS CROSS

Tune: HAMBURG
ON
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BLEST BE THE TIE THAT BINDS »

Arranged by Tune: DENNIS
STAN PETHEL by LOWELL SON

Expressively J =ca. 76
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®  WORK, FOR THE NIGHT IS COMING

Arranged by Tune: WORK SONG
STAN PETHEL by LOWELL SON

Moderately J =ca. 88
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