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Music Performance Notes

Dawn’s New Light can provide a unique performing
experience as an operetta or music drama. The cast may consist
of “classically” trained voices, “pop-folk-rock” type voices,
theatrically oriented voices, or a combination thereof that will
produce the most effective musical and dramatic presentation.
Voice types of the cast are as follows:

Peter: Baritone or second tenor
Ruben: Bass-baritone

Miriam: Mezzo-soprano

Nathan: First tenor

Mary Magdalene: Mezzo soprano

Optional notes in parentheses are occasionally‘provided,to
accommodate specific voice ranges.

An InstruTrax accompaniment CD is‘available to provide

an effective accompaniment through the usef eléctronic
instruments. However, the keyboard accompaniment in the score
is also completely sufficient, Also possibl€ is a use of both the
track and the printed ' Keyboard parts=s0me€ sections accompanied
by track, others by livefkeyboard détermined by the director.

Production Notes

The enly produgtion requirement is a setting that suggests
aroomgwithin afamily dwelling to receive guests. Entrances
andyexits arémade in one direction to and from the outside of
the dwelling and another direction to and from the rest of the
dwelling. Furniture can be simple - a few chairs and perhaps a
tabl€.The style of the sets and costumes may suggest the New
Testament period, or if desired, an abstract concept of design
may be conceived to suggest a certain timelessness. Or the piece
€an be performed “in concert” with no blocking or memorization
required. The singer/actors perform with music stands and
scores and each performer sits on a stool when not speaking or
singing.



Background

In Jerusalem, it is the time immediately following the
crucifixion of Jesus—His body has been placed in the tomb
and the promise of His resurrection has yet to be fulfilled. It is
the time of great faith and great doubt, of great love and great
anger, of strength and despair. For the followers of Jesus it is
also a time of closeness, intensified by impending dangers, and
uniquely blessed because of their love for Him, their congern
for one another, and their overwhelming need to reminisce and
share their feelings.

CAST

(in order of appearance)

Simon Peter - the fisherman called by Jesus, to-be one of/His
twelve apostles. Although his belief in Jesus as‘Messiah has
not faltered, Peter is haunted by his‘feelingswot guilt—he has
denied three times that he knew Jesus.

Reuben - a fictitious chatacter representing those people
unnamed whose lives were toucheddyr)esus and his apostles.
He is especially‘¢closé to Peter, but-at this moment, doubt and
skepticism are attacking his faith.

Miriam - a fictitious charactér who is the wife of Reuben. She
is despondent becausé Mer father, for whom she has been
caring,ds near death/But her faith in the word and teachings
of Jesus isstrond.

Nathan,- aTictitietis Character who is a believer and a friend of
the apostlesjRevenge and anger dominate his feelings at the
moment and his own safety and that of his friends is
in jegpardy.

Mary'Magdalene - a devoted believer who witnessed ]esus’
crucifixion and later was present when His body was placed in
the tomb.

SETTING

Within the home of Miriam and Reuben, a room simply
furnished to receive guests. Peter, a close friend of the family,
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SEQUENCE

Empty Room (Peter)
Recitative

I Wish Jesus Were Here
Recitative
Where Is the King
Hope Is the Reason to Believe i )%
Eye for an Eye r and Reuben)
Interlude (dialogue) eq en)
Recitative lg)e , Peter, Mary Magdalene)
He Has Been Lifted Up % ene, with Peter,
b Nathan)
Recitative %N athan, Peter,

(R
agdalene, Miriam)

Speak Again, ) Magdalene, with Reuben and Miriam)




6 Empty Room
*AZ rlnusi/c begins, Peter enters from outside the dwelling (or he may already be inside as lights come up). He appears despondent
and lonely. :
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12 I Wish Jesus Were Here
Slowly, with despair
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“Miriam enters as she sings. At first, she seems to be self- absorbed, somewhat unaware of Reuben and Peter. However, as the
music progresses she addresses her thoughts to the others in affirmation of her faith.
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2 Where Is the King
With animation (J =132)
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2 Hope Is the Reason to Believe
(Peter and Miriam respond to Reuben with concern and love.) MIRTIAM: (spoken) He  gave us  hope, Reuben.
' Moderately (J=72) Through  Him  we  believe.
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Eye For an Eye
(As music begins, Nathan bursts in, out of breath, looking dishevelled, but not afraid. He is defiant and angry.)
Aggressively (J: 152) (spoken) The guards were chasing me, but |
AL NATHAN: lost them.
P Av 2N ) |
[V 21 Wie . - 0 -
\mll s ] 2 . *
o
MIRIAM:
A L (spoken) Nathan, what’s wrong?
p Ay I
DT V7 0 el — 0 -
[ .o WAl A [] .
D A
Y,
AL PETER: (spoken) Are you all right?
Rt = - : =
w - 2]
5 @
REUBEN:
\: | ﬁ [} - bl S|
.4 _lr7| 107 . .
VG - - - 0 -------------
N o s B -
Gl ¢ — ;
ANIV4
) = =
o) | <>
J- 117 . b . <
Z Ty 1TV . 0
vV Z]
[
=
e I will be when we settle thé'sco z
* (spoken) Forget it, Nathan, it's all over!
""""""""""""""""""""""""" T T T
' | | | [ — i ’
1 . [ | I I 1
~ el - —_— R — | |
Vb, e © 5 ——
4 bn IDV # o ai t

*First time only




29

A

2

fight!

to

1
T
time

T
{
it’s

N

(all three times)

Accented
J

=
T
eye,

an

for

2~ TV

Eye

(in response to Nathan) (second and third times) f legato

47

Y
[y,

Al - though you're
(third time only)

{
D

1
7

T
e
oL
2
N
3
WV
£ TR
=
i
%
~
.
T
[mmv
o

say

say,

I

think we

[

for-

say

N
B

N

oy 1
hdl COS ¢ 2NZY
b 7




35

Recitative
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He Has Been Lifted Up
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Speak Again, Jesus
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