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Foreword

 The Weaver is a cantata and concert work which presents the age-old gospel story 
in a fresh way.  From the uncommonly creative minds of Ken Medema and Buryl Red, 
the cantata is in a classic style, with folk-like qualities and melodies.

 God is pictured as a weaver, Who, in the beginning, sews the tapestry of the 
universe together.  With the entrance of sin into the world, human beings take the 
thread and break it, making their own designs which bring about an estrangement 
from God.

 The coming of Christ gives all a chance to reconnect the threads of the tapestry.  
God is always remaking what has been broken.

             — Ken Medema and Buryl Red
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Performance Notes

 The Weaver is conceived as a sacred cantata performed in concert by SATB 
chorus, female soloist (mezzo-soprano), and male soloist (baritone or tenor). The 
female and male solo parts can be divided among additional singers if desired. While 
the work is challenging for average volunteer choirs, to make it more accessible to a 
wide variety of church choirs, a chamber choir of any size (or SATB quartet) consisting 
of selected voices can sing the more complex pieces in the work.  If that approach is 
desired, here is a suggested breakdown:

 1. Prologue Full
 2. The Weaver-Ballad I Chamber
 3. Let There Be Light  Full
 4. Dance Chamber
 5. God of Harmony Full
 6. Dance (Reprise) Chamber
 7. Ballad II Duet
 8. I See You Duet
 9. Ballad III Full
 10. See How the Thread is Broken Chamber
 11. Ballad IV Duet
 12. Here is the One Full
 13. Ballad V Solo
 14. Raise Your Voices in Praise  Full
 15. Children of Earth Full

 Collegiate, community, and professional choirs can likely sing the entire work with 
no chamber breakdown needed (although the differing timbre of a chamber choir or 
quartet can provide an interesting varied vocal texture and reduce rehearsal time for 
the full group).

 Accompany with the keyboard accompaniment in this score (plus optional organ 
and handbells as noted in this score).  Or, a full orchestration is available by calling 
866-742-7212.

 Orchestration Instrumentation: Flute; Oboe; Bassoon; Horns 1, 2; Trumpet 1, 2; 
Trombone 1, 2; Violin 1, 2; Viola; Cello; Double Bass; Percussion 1, 2; Harp; Guitar; 
Piano (playing from the choral score).
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