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Foreword

I’m pleased to present Volume 2 of “10 Christmas Songs for Solo Voice.” The only thing I don’t like 
about Christmas music is that there are too few calendar days during Advent and Christmastide to sing 
and play all my favorites! In selecting titles for this volume, I reached out via social media to many of 
my music friends and garnered over 75 responses. This collection contains a good mix of titles 
suitable for Advent or Christmas. As with the other volumes in the Mark Hayes Vocal Solo Series, I’ve 
crafted these arrangements as art songs, so that the vocal line and piano accompaniment have equal 
importance and work in tandem to create the most artful expression possible.

- Mark Hayes

Mark Hayes is an award-winning concert pianist, composer, arranger and conductor of international 
reknown. His personal catalog totals over 1,500 published works of all kinds.  Mark received a 
Bachelor of Music degree summa cum laude in Piano Performance from Baylor University in 1975. 
He has conducted the SWACDA & MCDA Community & Church Honor Choir and has served as a 
frequent guest conductor at Lincoln Center, the National Cathedral and Carnegie Hall, featuring works 
such as his Te Deum, Magnificat, Gloria and International Carol Suites.  In 2010 Baylor University 
Center for Christian Music Studies honored Mark with the Award for Exemplary Leadership in 
Christian Music. He conducted the world premiere of his Requiem in Lincoln Center in May 2013. In 
October 2014 Hayes conducted his Requiem at St. Ignatius Basilica in Rome, Italy as part of The 
Festival Pro Musica E Arte Sacra, sponsored by the Vatican. 

Mark’s passion is writing for the piano. He has over nearly 100 keyboard books in print, ranging in 
style from gospel to classical to jazz to Broadway show tunes. Whether concertizing on the other side 
of the globe or composing at his home in Kansas City, Missouri, Mark is blessed to live out his 
mission “to create beautiful music for the world”.
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Performance Notes

A La Nanita Nana, composed by José Ramón Gomis with lyrics by Juan Francisco Muñoz y Pabón, 
is a popular Spanish Christmas lullaby first published in 1904. Sing it tenderly as one would sing a 
lullaby to a small child. Strive for legato phrasing and control of the high notes where the melody 
peaks in mm. 27, 31, 69 and73. Note the quicker tempo in mm. 27 and 69 as the song moves back and 
forth between minor and major tonalities. This arrangement can be sung entirely in Spanish or in a 
combination of English and Spanish. 

Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence with Silent Night
The inspiration to combine these two melodies was suggested by a friend on Facebook. The 
connection of “silent night” and “silence” is apparent, but the creativity of this combination was truly 
evident as I studied the texts of these carols. The text of Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence is almost 
mystical in its exhortation to be silent before the Holy of Holies. It speaks of Light descending from 
on high, vanquishing the powers of hell and clearing the darkness away…all for an innocent, 
vulnerable child to be born. The musical transition from the first carol to the second is my favorite 
moment. As you play mm. 58-62, take time to feel the birth of something new here. The time 
signature, key signature and mood all change. Approach the first few phrases of the first carol with 
little or no vibrato as you would a chant. Note the slight change in melody and poco ritard in mm. 52-
53 to illuminate the text. Sing Silent Night delicately, singing mm. 71-72 and mm. 86-87 with control 
and ease. 

I Saw Three Ships is a traditional English folk song and Christmas carol first published in the 17th 
century. It uses the metaphor of sailing vessels to tell the story of Joseph and Mary traveling to Beth-
lehem where Christ was born. I love this tune because of its rollicking triple meter and joyous text. It 
was a challenge to arrange, however, because of its strophic form and short 8 measure length. In order 
to give singers time to breathe between verses, I’ve added various interludes. Depending on the tem-
po at which this is sung, singers may want to breathe after “Christmas Day” in m. 15 as well as at the 
rest in m. 16. Because of the florid accompaniment in places, pianists should set an initial tempo that 
allows for accurate and musical playing throughout the piece without changing the tempo.  

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
I conceived this arrangement to be a plaintive cry of longing for the coming of Messiah. Sing the 
melismatic “ohs” in mm. 2-9 and mm. 37-40 freely with great emotion, as one anticipating the coming 
of Emmanuel. Don’t be afraid to accelerate slightly in m. 7 and mm. 38-39, moving the phrase along. 
It may be tempting to sing this piece too slowly because of the text and chant-like mood of the melo-
dy. Choose a tempo that allows the singer to sing through each phrase with control, breathing where 
necessary.  In contrast to the opening phrases, find the joy in “Rejoice, rejoice!” and sing those phrases 
robustly.

Once in Royal David’s City was originally written as a poem by Cecil Frances Alexander and first 
published in 1848 in her hymnbook Hymns for Little Children. A year later, the English organist Henry 
John Gauntlett set it to music. Since 1919, it has been sung at the King’s College Chapel, Cambridge 
in the Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols on Christmas Eve. Take special care to express the varying 
moods of each verse, noting the lyrics and supporting piano accompaniment. After the climactic mo-
ment in mm. 60-61, allow the energy to relax and take time and care with the last phrase, both vocally 
and instrumentally. 
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Go Tell It on the Mountain with Rise Up, Shepherd, and Follow is a lively medley of two beloved 
African-American spirituals. The initial statement of Go Tell It should be performed freely like an 
improvisation or recitative. Once the swing tempo is established at m. 9, keep the tempo steady and 
do not rush the syncopations. The mood changes at m. 50, with a quicker tempo and even eighth notes 
instead of the swing feel. Keep the energy palpable in both the accompaniment and vocal line. Even 
though the verse (mm. 72-81) could be sung freely and out of tempo, I suggest keeping the tempo on 
point to maintain the energy clear to the last note. At mm. 98-101, experiment with singing “born” 
with a straight tone, adding shimmer and then normal vibrato during the phrase. 

In the Bleak Midwinter is such a treasure because of the endearing text by Christina Rossetti and the 
beautiful melody by Gustav Holst. I set the first verse with a with stark, unadorned accompaniment 
to paint the bleakness of winter. As the piece progresses, so does the richness and complexity of the 
accompaniment, highlighting the deep truths of the text. Be mindful of the dynamic contrasts in the 
third verse, especially the delicacy of mm. 49-56. Possibly the most memorable part of Rossetti’s text 
is the fourth verse. Sing it from the heart with great expression. I’ve added warm, alternate harmonies. 
As you reach for the unexpected high note at m. 71, sing with control and grace so as to prepare the 
listener for the final answer to the question, “Yet what can I give him…give him my heart.”

Sussex Carol was popularized by Cecil Sharp and Ralph Vaughan Williams, who heard it being sung 
by Harriet Verrall in a small town near Sussex, England and wrote it down. Hence the name “Sussex 
Carol.” Vaughan Williams’ version was first published in 1919, although the original text is credited 
to a 17th century Irish bishop. The  accompanist should be mindful to set a tempo that is not too fast, 
allowing the singer to clearly enunciate the lyrics. Above all, communicate the joy that is inherent in 
this carol. 

Wexford Carol is a song of uncertain origins, possibly from the Middle Ages and is associated with 
Country Wexford in Ireland. It is possibly one of my favorite Christmas songs because of its angular, 
yet achingly beautiful melody. I love the third phrase, which goes to a completely different tonal 
center. The musical challenge for the singer is the interval of a seventh in m. 18. Connect the notes 
with good support, singing in a legato style.  The melody throughout this song is anything but
conventional and therein lies its beauty. I varied the accompaniment in each verse, drawing upon my 
love of alternate harmonies.

The Huron Carol, also known as ‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime, is Canada’s oldest Christmas 
song, written around 1642 by Jean de Brébuf, a Jesuit missionary working among the Hurons in 
Canada. Originally written in the native language of the Huron/Wendat people, it was translated into 
English by Jesse Edgar Middleton in 1926. The melody is based on a traditional French folk song. I 
find this carol fascinating because of how it meshes native Huron religious concepts with our 
traditional Christmas story. Gitchi Manitou is the Algonquian name for God. This is a story song, so 
the singer should engage visually with audience during the performance. Note how the mood changes 
in each verse, both vocally and pianistically. Take time with the final phrase, “In excelsis gloria,” each 
time it is sung. Be mindful of the quiet, worshipful mood in mm. 80-86. Then observe how the tempo 
and energy increases at m. 87, anticipating the climactic ending. 
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JOSÉ RAMÓN GOMIS

Arranged by
MARK HAYES

A LA NANITA NANA
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Words by
JUAN FRANCISCO MUÑOZ y PABÓN
Tr. NORMAN LUBOFF*

*Translation copyright © 1960 Walton Music Corp., a division of GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Used By Permission.
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Tune: PICARDY
French Melody, 17th c.

Arranged by MARK HAYES

LET ALL MORTAL FLESH KEEP SILENCE
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with SILENT NIGHT
Words: Liturgy of St. James, 4th c.
Adapted by 
GERARD MOULTRIE (1829-1885)
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I SAW THREE SHIPS
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O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL
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Traditional Spirituals

GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN
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Tune: CRANHAM
GUSTAV T. HOLST (1874-1934)

Arranged by
MARK HAYES

IN THE BLEAK MIDWINTER
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MARK HAYES

SUSSEX CAROL
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THE WEXFORD CAROL
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French Carol, 16th c.

Arranged by
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THE HURON CAROL
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About the Recording 

The Mark Hayes Vocal Solo Collection, 10 Christmas Songs for Solo Voice, Volume 2 was 
recorded on a Yamaha C-7 piano 

at Evolution Audio Recording Studio, Kansas City, Missouri

Mark Hayes-Producer 
Mark Cabaniss-Executive Producer 
Morgan Roberts-Production Editor

John Blank-Engineer 

Sarah Anderson-Soprano 
Josh Lawlor-Baritone 
Mark Hayes-Piano 



For the Church Vocalist

Spirituals for Two
Compiled and Edited by Jean Anne Shafferman
9 Duets on Traditional Spirituals

A collection of nine beloved traditional spirituals arranged as duets for
equal voices (male or female) by some of Jubilate’s most popular arrangers
including Don Besig and Nancy Price, John Carter, Benjamin Harlan, Philip
Kern, and more. Modest vocal ranges and accessible keys make these ideal for
high school or adult singers. 

Titles:  All Night, All Day • Amazing Grace • Chariot’s Comin’ 
• Ezekiel’s Wheel • Follow Me! • Go, Tell It on the Mountain 
• Gonna Be a Great Day • I feel the Spirit! • Peace Like a River/Kum Ba Yah

Vocal Collection (00-16189) .......................................$15.99
Vocal Collection and Acc. CD (00-16191) ..............$24.95

The Best of Mark Hayes Vocal Solo Collection
Arranged By Mark Hayes

From the best-selling Mark Hayes Vocal Solo Collection comes this new addition.
Carefully chosen by Mark Hayes, the vocal solos in this new collection are the 
“best of the best”...useful for concert, contests, recitals and worship. 

Titles:  Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing • Give Me Jesus • Safe Within your Arms 
• Marchin’ on Up • My Lord, What a Morning • Joshua Fit the Battle
• The Coventry Carol • and more

Songs of Healing and Hope
By Patti Drennan

This unique vocal solo collection from Patti Drennan contains songs perfect for anytime 
reflective and encouraging music is needed: Funerals, memorial
services, offertories, etc. The 10 fresh hymn arrangements contained in this
book are written for medium voice. Several include optional obbligatos.

Titles:  Be Still, My Soul • Fairest Lord Jesus • Haven of Rest 
• His Eye is On the Sparrow • Near to the Heart of God 
• It Is Well With My Soul • and more

Medium Solo Book (00-42532) ................................$16.99

Medium High
Songbook (00-42482) .................. $16.99
Book & CD (00-42483) .................. $26.99
Acc. CD (00-42485) ........................ $16.99

Medium Low
Songbook (00-42486) .................. $16.99
Book & CD (00-42487) .................. $26.99
Acc. CD (00-42488) ........................ $16.99
Listening CD (00-42484) ............. $19.99

Prices and availability subject to change without notice.
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