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This piece was commissioned as a memorial to President John F. Kennedy
for a joint Canadian/American Memorial Service soon after the assassination.
The piece was completed the following spring, and was first performed
November 22, 1964 — the first anniversary of Kennedy’s death — by the
Choir of the Cathedral of St. George from Kingston, Ontario.
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On the cover: The oil on canvas portrait of President John F. Kennedy was
painted by Aaron Shikler and is President Kennedy’s official White House
portrait. The portrait was placed on public display in the East Room of The
White House on February 5, 1971.

The portrait is:

© Copyright 1971 White House Historical Association.
All Rights Reserved. Used by Permission.

Portrait is also courtesy of the artist’s estate and Davis & Langdale Company.
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To the honoured memory of John Fitzgerald Kennedy, President of The United States of America.

TAKE HIM, EARTH, FOR CHERISHING

PRUDENTIUS (348- 413) Motet for Mixed Voices

From Hymnus circa Exsequias Defuncti

Translated by Helen Waddell * ' HERBERT HOWELLS
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