FOREWORD

Christmas night—what a glorious night of rejoicing it was! What a glorious

time of rejoicing the Christmas season continues to be all around the world!
The Christmas story seems to be ever new in each retelling. The music of
Christmas—whether the time-honored traditional carols or new and fresh songs
of the season—warms our hearts each year as we once again celebrate the
birth of Jesus and gather in homes and churches to worship Emmanuel: God
with Us.

Through music, narration and scripture, A Night for Rejoicing follows the
age-old journey from the time when God’s people rejoiced inthope.as they
heard the Old Testament prophets foretell the coming of the promised Messiah,
to a day when a young woman from Nazareth rejoiced.in the astonishinginews
brought to her by an angel, and finally, to that star-filled night in.Bethlehem
when shepherds and angels proclaimed the news that has been«cause for
rejoicing around the world in the centuries since.

It is our prayer that A Night for Rejoicing.will fill your hearts with the love that
entered our world on that first, glorious Christmas night!

Lee Dengler
Susan Naus Dengler

PROGRAM NOTES

A Night for Réjoicing.is a 35-minute cantata featuring:

« Narration (includingsscripture passages) to be read by
one ortwo readers

* Familiar carols'as well as newly composed music

« Delightfully upbeat tunes as well as slow worshipful music

+ 8 choral movements (including final reprise prelude, and underscore)

+ Optionalopportunities for congregational involvement

« Optional part for children’s choir

« Female solo (Mary)

+ The piano accompaniment can be augmented by an optional chamber
orchestra for flute, oboe, clarinet, horn, timpani, percussion, cello and
handbells (3-4 octaves).

Although A Night for Rejoicing was written to be performed in its entirety, as a
complete work, the individual movements may also be used appropriately in a
variety of worship settings during the Advent and Christmas season.
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! Prelude

Tune: ANTIOCH

by GEORGE FREDERICK HANDEL (1685-1759)
Arranged by

LEE DENGLER

With exuberance (J = ca. 88)
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Carols of Rejoicing

Words by Tunes:
SUSAN NAUS DENGLER PERSONENT HODIE
SUSSEX CAROL
O SANCTISSIMA
VENITE ADOREMUS
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* Tune: PERSONENT HODIE, traditional German melody, 14th century
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* Tune: SUSSEX CAROL, traditional English melody
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* Tune: O SANCTISSIMA, The European Magazine and London Review, 1792
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2 Underscore

Tune:

VENI EMMANUEL
Plainsong Melody
Arranged by

LEE DENGLER

Narration: (/) Christmas night! What a glorious night of rejoicing it was! It
was a night lit by the divine radiance of God’s coming to earth.
bring out melody

With mystery and awe (J =ca. 84)
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in the wilderness of shame and suffering. Yet, these people whom God loved so persistently were
able to see glimmers of hope through the words of God’s messengers — the prophets.
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(2) They clung to the promise that Emmanuel, God With Us, would come to “disperse the gloomy
clouds of night:-and death’s dark shadows put to flight.”
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Advent Proclamation
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Words by Music by
SUSAN NAUS DENGLER LEE DENGLER
With mystery and awe (J =ca. 84)
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NARRATION:

(1) That beloved name, Jesus, was first uttered by an angel.messenger to
Mary. “You will have a Son and His name will be Jesus — Jesus, Son of
God, most high.” This would be the fulfillment of the promise brought
to the people by the prophet Isaiah, “...the virgin will be with Child and
will give birth to a Son, and will call Him Immanuel.”

(Isaiah 7:14 NRSV)

(music begins)
(2) When the astonished Mary-questioned, “How can this be?”” the angel

replied, “TheHely Spirit willcome down to you and God’s power will
come over you: Your Child will be the Holy Son of God.”
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NARRATION:

(1) Again, that Holy name — Jesus — was spoken by.an angel, this time
to Joseph. ‘“Name the baby Jesus because He will save-His people from
their sins.” And, on a shimmering, starry night, Jesus, the long-awaited
Savior was born; though not in Nazatreth, where Mary and Joseph lived,
but in the town of Bethlehem, where they had been"‘commanded to go to
register for the Census.

(2) The words of another prophet — Micah = had been fulfilled: “But
you, Bethlehem...out"of you will come“one who will be ruler over

Israel, whose origins are from old,from ancient times.”
(Micah 5:2 NRSV)

(1) What glory filled the skies near that sleepy town as a mighty chorus
of angels announced the news of His birth!
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Music by

LEE DENGLER

Incorporating

“Hark! the Herald Angels Sing”
“Angels We Have Heard on High”
“Angels from the Realms of Glory”
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* Reproducible parts for Congregation are on pages 91-93.
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* Tune: MENDELSSOHN, Felix Mendelssohn, 1809-1847
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NARRATION:

(1) Surely, the news brought by the angels<to those simple shepherds
was no less astonishing than it had been for Mary‘and Joseph! The
Messiah, promised for generations,chad been born that very night and
was sleeping in a manger lined with hay.

(2) Did these shepherds pause to wonder*why this important birth had
taken place in such ahumble place as a cow’s stall? Did they know that
there had been no othér room<in Bethlehem for the Savior to be born?
Or, did they somehow know that this holy Child, born in such a lowly
setting, had come. to the world for all people — the proud and the
humble? The shepherds set outrat once to find that rustic stable that
housed the King of kings.
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Manger Song

Words by Inspired by tunes:
SUSAN NAUS DENGLER STILL, STILL, STILL
SUSSEX CAROL
GESU BAMBINO
STILLE NACHT
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* Tune: STILL STILL STILL, traditional German melody, alt.
** Tune: SUSSEX CAROL, traditional English melody, alt.

Copyright © 2012 Jubilate Music Group, LLC.
All rights reserved. Printed in USA.
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* Tune: W ZLOBIE LEZY, traditional Polish melody, alt.
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NARRATION:

(1) What glory filled the stable room that night! Though it was a place
designed to house the beasts of the fields, it was now inhabited by God
Himself!

(2) The shepherds beheld the glory of Ged as they gazed in wonder at
that tiny Figure in the .manger. As they departed from that holy place to
return to their fields and flocks, they were praising and glorifying God
for all that they.had witnessed. Their lives would never be the same.
Indeed, our world has neverdbeen.the same since that wondrous night!



Shepherds, Tell the News ®

Words by Music by
SUSAN NAUS DENGLER LEE DENGLER
Incorporating

“Go, Tell It on the Mountain”

Spirited (4 = ca. 112) m
0 ® J i[ J J — d l — — T
#ﬁm 4 4 b i i i T i
A\SV 24— ] ] i I o - — I
Py) T i i T T f f ?
ACCOMP. mf
0 — |
y o = -, )
Py a
T fr e e
SOPRANO / ALTO
” mf unis. .
AV e —— J— | | A N | | I ]
y | | | | | | | ] | | i |
[@ : s ——— — —
N e o I— &
Shep-herds, tell the news of  Je -»sus ly -wing.. in a man - ger.
fa
)V A
y A
[ [an YL
ANV}
o o &
75
7
fa) f— 2
|V — | | I I I | [ e —— ) ]
[ y .4 Il-) | | PN | | | | | | % % % %
I v\/
On this. won-drous night, sal - va - tion has come.____
fa .
Y |
7 b |
[ [an YL ad =i
A\SVJ = 2
o < o r r
7+
P a

Copyright © 2012 Jubilate Music Group, LLC.
All rights reserved. Printed in USA.



TENOR / BASS

?
lll- m
>
[ YHER .mo [\
=)
Q
RE 9]
Na
N -
>
. <
=
(0]
Il‘ W
| =
| R~ N
Q
s
: -
=)
b 19)
=
2
1~ 2
£ o
Q
=
| || o
)
~ [©]
H D
73
ho)
S
) Q
4 <
n 1
TTR
S &
1 _1 @
ﬂ/
94 ya

@

11

[ Y
. ® -
q
et m U NI
IM* Si
W e e A
= LL
g R ?
2
| .
2
| -
L 3 o
wn
2 WWWQ A

i g
_ ol
(). ()
W [ Y0 BN
g w q ..A—
=
o | g d

.
.
[—
lift
o

|
|
and
.
%
\/

|

_
‘ L il
. | O\ A T L O\ B
E A oo
\

Shep-herds, re - joice

v J

JD -

/

~
~——

>f>

-

-~




67

i
]

2

&
\_/r

=

==

ing God___

i
V.

and de - light.

joy

of

with songs

prais

—

s_s s s

2

~
~——

g

-~

73
IIA:‘O m [T
<
I .n
ﬂ Ef
= N
Z 8
*IJ’ 2 % T7Te
|1 o
N S
| Ww . li
&11&4 £ el
e T eall e
}.u £ 4l
<
153 w |
o/ »
s 25 :
NG N e\

[
\i

OO

.

‘r

“Christ _

night.”

this

is born

the__£ Lord

0O
Q0O

J .

o

-~




|
I = F | | | | |
| | | | I |
A\NVJ | | | — ‘J J o i I i
Py) T T T f f ﬁ %
I ——
[a)
v Ayl
y J°
[ [an YL
A\NVJ
TENOR / BASS
Mmp unis. 1
. & | |
I_/#b—f'” 4 —
L ‘ I ] ]
Shep-herds, tell the news of an - gels sing -ing in the heay - ens,
[a)
VA
y
[ [an YL
A\NVJ 4
¢ 2 £ *9
mp
0 I
O i
7 EE
o =
i 2
27
- 9
[ L | | | — I | | — 1 | | | |
3 — — I T
ring - ing out their songs of peace and good - will.
/= = £ % :
¢ = :
A\SVJ o °
7
L a
e E k K
29 SOPRANO /ALTO
_ A mp unis. \
)V A [ — [ — | — | | | |
y | | A N | | | | | | | | |
[ [an WL i 1 | | |
A\NVJ | 1
D) I— &
Shep-herdsy. tell. the sto - ry how they woke you from your slum - ber,
) | | | | |
Z b = | | | | | 1 |  I— T | |
v — — I | L — T |
=< T — T—
[a)
A
y
[ [an YL
A\NVJ 4
¢ 2 £ °
75
L ad
K - -




69

]

es,

filled.

e

JDV#

ful

— T
o

up your voic

now____

lift

=

A

=

be ™

and de - light.

:

e A

joy

ise

and
y |

prom

the

—
— —— | [

of

with songs

=

Shep-herds, re - joice

her - ald - ing

iy

-~

-~

ing ~God____

prais

KN

w— ||
L]
TTTO N — ™
H{DRgA,
K I‘VV AL
AT N [T A
™
TN ™
1 )
AT N N
e
e
AT
AMMV KN

-~




70

(0]
>
%ﬂe 3 NEpRY
=}
E Q
k=
IR
M » 2
50
[T g [N
w2
w2
Aﬁ o e
il
N S el TTNTT®
— Y
o
Fﬁs
AN W i
=]
TTe% m e |
;iii T el —TeTTe
&
_il_- T el
Q
0
o
Q
= | || S
S ZS §
EE.N . EE.N
- NG 9 9
< f

T T
Pa
—
4 LHHC
= .
e 0ee oo | R
o Il
o ﬁLﬁ
TN
it 2 N 1)
v —e
Al =)
o) ) N
- b =
L <
2
M N —
.IO_ T
am,
\l 2
B
E TR mR
©)
h EE.N | |
.S ﬂ' aGre ﬂr/

W

-~




71

and

the hills

O - ver

on the moun - tain,

it

tell

S unis.
[

* Go,
S unis.

— ) 4

#

the

on

it

born.

tell

=\

is

$

UNIS.
Go,

=

sus Christ

j

* Tune: Go, Tell It on the Mountain, traditional Spiritual

Words: John W. Work, Jr., 1872-1925

Je

47N
o

that

where.

T

tain,

/

ry
]

cv

moun

f
i
f
i
f

v J

50

— f ¥

48
— ) &

-~

-~




— N A [— p— .
A N1 | %
P | | | o |
A\SYJ | e > 1 ] 1
D) I )
Go, tell it on the moun - tain,
): # ® o . o P—'—Y_F—f—P—'—l ]
] P | | 1 | | | | & |
Z |l | | | | | | | — — | = |
| —— — — 1 — 1 | 1
L I — — |
Shep-herds, go and tell the news up - on the high-est moun - tain,
H 4
1V ]
pra
[ [anY
A\SV
) e,
S i 2
Z | | o
I P Il
W .f ©
55
— N 4 A\ | A . | |
d # I\/ | I\/ % |  E—
P o J_J—EE{ |
D)
o - ver the hills and ev. - ry - where.
,—\
0 —
| | | 1 | r ) o
| | | | | | — " | | |
| | — 1 1 1 E— i | | | 1
L — —— I T
o - ver the hills and ev - ‘ry - where.
N4 . | 4
& o P
y A A N v =Y
[ [anY & A
A\SY < ¥ [ J
D) f I
) &
o o
° # ad
e L
a
57 5 |
— £ 4L s A [— — ‘ ,
e =1 % % %
A\SV I p
D) ‘ g
Go, tell it on the moun - tain, that
s | 1 | | | | %
7 ok & I | I | i —-—— — i nd |
|  — — — 1 — 1 | 1
L [ — — |
Shepcherds, go and tell the news up - on the high-est moun - tain.
H #
Y o
—
N
A\NYJ
Py) 7 7 2
e i 2
Z | | o
1 > =
| — Pz



73

59

— ) 4

born.

is

Christ

sus

Je

—

#

born.

is

Christ

sus

Je

—

-~

es,

up your veic

lift

and

shep-herds, re - joice

. D
olal ﬁ%d.
.
- .uu_ C —Hewn e
Bl |
()l
AL AT ¥l
L]
HL A MM
PRE P

-~

63

H

and de - light.

joy

of

58 5 5 3

J:E
|
——

ing /God___  with songs

prais

ke~ o

s s 8

o

#
#

N—
11
)
z W A
ATTS| e 1 %ﬂ.
—ejem  TT]
AT®!S v [ et
L
|
A AT
e ﬂ,

-~




ter:

night!”

€n - coun

:

you

NN

=

[ r—

peo - ple
| ;
|
1

unis.
unis.

[

j.—c’ﬂ—c——i—g—

Christ is born___ this

the

e A

Yes,

all

ﬂ—o—

born

to

-

is

news

the

tell

A

cresc. poco a poco

[F—

.

the___ Lord
cresc. poco a poco
cresc. poco apoco

—

.

“Christ _

T .

Shep-herds,

night!

f
f
i
#
i
f
i
f
f

[ fan
67
— ) 4

65

— ) 4

y

74

-~

-~

-~




NARRATION:

(1) Christmas night! What a glorious night for rejoicing = the night of
our dear Savior’s birth; the night when the Word became human and
made His home among us. He¢was full of _unfailing love and
faithfulness. And we have seendHis glory, the glory of God’s one and
only Son, Jesus Christ.

(2) With those humble shepherds, who left the stable, glorifying God
for all they had heard and seen, may we too join our hearts and voices in
praise to God. (music begins) May we too, tell the news of Jesus’ birth
to all whom we encounter,~So that the day will come when, at the
blessed name of Jesus, all beings in heaven and on earth will bow, and
call out in. worship that He.is the Lord of all.
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Adoration and Praise

“Now My Spirit Sings” reprise

Music by
LEE DENGLER
Words by Incorporating Tunes:
SUSAN NAUS DENGLER ADORE THEE
ADESTE FIDELES
ANTIOCH
| Expressively, with rubato (J =ca. 84)
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* Tune: ADORE THEE, Théodore Dubois, 1837-1924
Words: Adoramus te Christe, English version, Theodore Baker. 1851-1934, alt.

Copyright © 2012 Jubilate Music Group, LLC.

All rights reserved. Printed in USA.



77

19

—

You for -

we do praise

and

You,

dore

we do all a

Christ,

L
22

rit.

W
!

do all

we

Christ,

€r.

(A"

— N 4 #

a tempo

L ETL
i

T

<y
Z

)

(play)

A 4 &

a tempo

mp

N

W

my

mp

29

T &

A\SYJ
D)

the

wor-ship-ping

its sing,

our._spir

Now
mp

gt

TT®
LHJ‘
T
4
lIIJ Ny
i
e
'y
I
Q> |
-
4
—TTo| et o
it
1
i
e .
—
P
e 3
e = = E
==
= = v
hunmw@ -

-~




78

32
— N 4t

tion brings,

va

sal

He for us,

King.

new - born

" o 4,

J

Y

LHHC
e
pan
aH[[]®
23

=
e =
olo
el
o

-~

Yt

own

is God’s

He

and ev er more.

now

s

. BT

.

— N4t

-~

38

— A aH

2

P
L 4

cho - sen One.

the

Hail Him as

Son.

L ETL

i

<y

J

o ®

da

Bl

. N

-~




79

o

I

— N 4t

41

N

Yt

and

Wor - ship

ly name.

ho

His

Mag-ni - fy

y 2
P

2]
gt
1
ol

—@—

~ .

Dl

o

b
L
LN
T Y
e #Hll|lel &
- N
S
- |t
Y 25
s ©
wn.in
—y S 8
m L
H‘
Hle .
S e
- \
B )
HC
Hllle )
E ===
M=s
+ T

-~

ry,

glo

1y,

Glo

dore.

mf cresc. poco apoco

D

|
-
g

O
O

. BT
bl 14
il

{fi B M
T m
T ) §1

TTees S (TN
N
ﬁ%mpm )
T s S [TTeTT
1‘/ pi
&=
;ly R
o~ ]
lrs 1
ar R .L e%o
L
e | |A0
N | 3 o)
1l N
e i .
T

e

Let the earth

on high.

God

to

glo-ry be

PS
€

#

4
Yt

#

-~

-~




80

~1 )
> | o
5 ORIl %
h ] ]
@ N < o]e B L)
wn
—
TN 3 -
g
8
N IR
E = o = = E = o |
E= B == B B
= v o s v o = v o e vs o
S€ ﬂn/ < .
" f

SOPRANO DESCANT

cresc. poco a poco

mf

-~

A %
on on
= =
- = -
— yah - -
| S s [ 10N ‘5
5 5 0
L g () e
1l 3 M 5 0 A |4
© <
Hoa L il
u =
o L " “rTe
) T T = (YA N B A
2
17 b o) [ [
-
4 BL m <
11” _cm < H_ —
H L K] A~
37
IHWF At
L2 TR— 2
L1 .
. AT ﬂ..
i | U
o %Ida S TTele e A
] 41}..
o -
M S S w%- S
S S hle % A
o Y N9 N9
M @ S S N]
S =S S
S 23 - S
Y 1 SS9 QU
g jﬁ i) ;
< vog N waa
Al o) N 1
S ¢ 5 IS N we T A
e = = E = = E e = = = =
B B == =3
= = s o N TNE
™ < olo
NGre NGe 2] NGre ﬂ/
AN
L




81

E i ﬁ fE ————— mp | poco accel.
. I ) ) | | | | ]
| ) = | | | y 2 |
—f e O - pS 1
A\SVJ | | 4 | | 1 | | 1 |
Py 1 1 y
Bless - ed is His ho - ly name.
| S N | | ———— mp | _poco accel.
D i | I I I | ]
| d | T~ 1 Y 2 |
&% fd o = = =
D) [ e & [
Bless - ed is His ho - ly name
. - mp
S "P J.
0 | I [T [ S |
FET e e e e | i =
T | 1/ | | 1 | | - |
L 1 r— 1
| I I I
| | y- N | :ﬁ i
ANV} | ﬁ ]
S { P E— Z
f S A poco accel.
SN P Ll 2 .
/: T — Jj ) 4 ) <
kel |  \ O O
Qb =y =y
62 With majesty (J = ca. 93)
0 ﬁu# T [ | |
7 bl - | el L - | - |
rN—T r N ) N | |
ANV} - 1 | |
DY)
- st S |
y,min - % - % ® —¢ %
DT = % FEF—eo—+—
0y I ~—]
* Come and be - hold__ Him,
. ﬁe P} o
o w Tl I I I ]
St \ | = | == |
NS T 1
With majesty (o = ca. 93)
I — | | N [ |
kel %\‘ % P I\v | o [ é i
7 0 & r ) Py ® 9
mE—.. o o 1
mf S
N - % y 2 é N g £ g
D " é h é — = -
Z bl

* Tune: ADESTE FIDELES, John Francis Wade, 1710-1786
Words: Latin hymn, ascribed to John Francis Wade, 1710-1786
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Words by

Carols of Rejoicing

Reprise

Tunes:
PERSONENT HODIE, SUSSEX CAROL,
O SANCTISSIMA, IN DULCI JUBILO

SUSAN NAUS DENGLER Arranged by
LEE DENGLER
With great joy (4. = ca. 96-100)
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* Tune: PERSONENT HODIE, traditional German melody, 14th century

Copyright © 2012 Jubilate Music Group, LLC.
All rights reserved. Printed in USA.
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The publisher hereby grants one-time, non-transferrable permission to reprint the material on pages 91-93
for the purpose of making congregational participation possible with the performance of this cantata. A
sufficient quantity of copies of the entire cantata must have been purchased for performance by the choir
and accompanist. The music must be reproduced with the title and all credits including the copyright notice.

L3
Hark! the Herald Angels Sing
Words by Tune: MENDELSSOHN
CHARLES WESLEY (1707-1788) by FELIX MENDELSSOHN (1809-1847)
Arranged by LEE DENGLER
CONGREGATION (in unison)
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Copyright © 2012 Jubilate Music Group, LLC.
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Angels We Have Heard on High

Words Tune: GLORIA
Traditional French Carol Traditional French Melody
Arranged by LEE DENGLER
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An - gels we have heard on high,
0 i i i — o ] i i ]
4 Ib [ I I r ] T [ IR} Il T Il I L r ] 1
Py) 1 1
sing - ing sweet - ly through the night, and  the moun - tains
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4 b I X Py I I I [ I r Il | IR I |
[ (an YL I = a — & > [ ] I [ @ P I |
A\SV ) I ] I = It I hd a ]
) \ 4 i
in re - ply ech, - o - ing " their brave de - light.
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ris - a in ex - cel - sis De - o!
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rn - a in ex - cel - sis De - o!
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Angels, from the Realms of Glory

Words by Tune: REGENT SQUARE
JAMES MONTGOMERY (1771-1854) by HENRY T. SMART (1813-1879)
Arranged by LEE DENGLER

CONGREGATION (in unison)

n |
7 A 1/ I I | P T ]
A\S%; C S— | i j T—] iV i » ]
By . ! ‘ r
1. An - gels, from the realms of  glo - ry,
2. Shep - herds, in the fields a - bid - (ing,
N |
17 A I I I T I + T I I ]
4 b I I I Py I I I T I I T >y I |
[ (an WL P P I = I I I T I I Il = I |
A\SV ) hd bl [ ] I @ > I @ Il I [ ] ]
D) \ 4 o \
wing your flight o’er all the . earth. Ye who sang cre -
watch - ing  o’er  your flocks «. by night. God» with man is
(us)
N | I | I
I T Il I Il I T I I I ]
I il o I I I I |
A\ ] ] =]
‘ r I
a - tion’s sto -“ry now pro.- claim Mes - si - ah’s birth.
now re - sid{ - ing. Yon - der  shines the in - fant light.
N | I ,
|7 A I T g I ]
y r ] r ) | I —® r ) o I |
{(rN 2 I 1y [ ] | T Y [ & |
A\ND ) I IV [ ] T L/ I hd 1
) \ 4 ‘ 4 \
Come and wor * - ship, come and wor - ship,
Come and ( wor, - ship, come and wor - ship,
0N | |
Y D r ) Py T I N |
Y I = I ] Py o | N |
[ fan WS I I I = —* [ ] I N |
A\SV I Il I I T I Il |
D) . ‘ \ \ \
wor . = ship Christ, the new - born King.
wor | - ship Chirst, the new - born King.
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