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PERFORMANCE NOTES 

Yankee Doodle is familiar to Americans of every generation. It is a pre-Revolutionary War song originally 
sung by British military men to mock the colonial Yankees. Simultaneously, the Americans took it up and 
made up additional stanzas honoring George Washington and insulting the Redcoats. The word "macaroni" 
referred to a macaroni wig, popular with ultra-fashionable English men in the 1770s, which was a high, 
powdered affair often with a small hat perched on top. Thus, "stuck a feather in his cap and called it 

macaroni" meant that the dowdy, roughshod American man using a single feather in a plain cap would 
think he was fashionable. George Michael Cohan (1878-1942) was a vaudevillian actor and a prolific 
composer of Broadway shows. His songs "Give My Regards to Broadway" and "Over There" have 

become standard in the American popular song repertoire. Two tunes in this medley are by Cohan: "The 
Yankee Doodle Boy", and "You're a Grand Old Flag". Cohan was the focus of the Oscar-winning movie 
"Yankee Doodle Dandy", and a statue of him is in Times Square in New York City to honor his 
achievements in musical theater. 

PATRICIA HURLBUTT has degrees in music theory and 
composition and music education from the University of 
Minnesota. In addition to working as a music therapist and 
elementary music teacher, she has served churches as organist 
and director of music, leading vocal, instrumental, and handbell 
ensembles. Her publications include compositions and editions 
for handbells, choir, and organ. She also writes for piano and 
small instrumental ensembles. 

 

LEGAL U
SE R

EQUIR
ES PURCHASE

PREVIEW O
NLY



&
?

optional

optional

œ œ œ œ# œ œ œb œ œ œœ## œœ œœ œœ œœ## œœ œœ œœbb œœ œœ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ# œ œ œ œ# œ œ œ œ œ#

Handbells used: 20, 30, 39, 47

2 octave choirs omit notes in ( ).
3 octave choirs omit notes in [ ].
4 octave choirs omit notes in < >.
5 octave choirs omit notes in { }.
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48002

Yankee Doodle Medley
for 2-5 octaves of Handbells*

    YANKEE DOODLE, Traditional
with THE YANKEE DOODLE BOY, George M. Cohan

and YOU'RE A GRAND OLD FLAG, George M. Cohan
Arranged by PATRICIA HURLBUTT (ASCAP)

The copying of this music is prohibited by law and is not covered by CCLI, LicenSing, or OneLicense.net

* To purchase a full-length recording of this piece, go to jubilatemusic.com and enter 48002 in the search bar.

© Copyright 2020 CandelaWorks Music (ASCAP), a division of Jubilate Music Group, LLC, P.O. Box 3607, Brentwood TN 37024. 
All Rights Reserved.  Printed in USA.
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Yankee Doodle
4 and 5 octave choirs may double top notes 8va
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The Yandee Doodle Boy
4 and 5 octave choirs may double top notes 8va
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4 and 5 octave choirs may double top notes 8va
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4 and 5 octave choirs may double top notes 8va
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