
Christmas Peace Canon ingeniously blends the beloved traditional canon Dona

Nobis Pacem with Silent Night, Holy Night and a newly composed melody, 

creating a charming partner song that is appropriate for both school and church 

choirs. Colorful harmonies and a soaring flute ( optional) combine to create an 

unforgettable work for Christmas concerts or worship. 

For an especially festive touch, combine a unison treble choir with this S.A.T.B. 

voicing. Assign the opening melody (mm. 8-24) to the treble choir only, then 

combine them with the men's voices in mm. 47-63. On the final verse (mm. 67-

end), the treble choir should sing the Silent Night, Holy Night melody. 

The use of signing is optional but is highly recommended. While the 

signing may be performed by one person or a small group, all singers should join 

in the signing for best effect. For instructions, please see page 12. 

For performance by church choirs, suggested corresponding lectionary readings 

include Psalm 85: 8-13, Isaiah 9: 1-6 & 40: 9-11, and Luke 2: 1-20. One basic 

homiletical theme is the message of the angels' song, bringing peace to all people 

on earth. 

Jean Anne Shafferman is Director of Church Choral Publications for Alfred 

Publishing Company. A graduate of the University of Kentucky with a B.M.E. in 

vocal music education and an M.A. in music theory, she is active as a church 

musician, clinician, and composer and has served as the Eastern Division Music in 

Worship Chairperson for the American Choral Directors' Association. 
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