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FOREWORD

Thhe people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.
Will you carry the light of Gods salvation throughblittheworld?
Will you be a Carrier of the Light?

arriers of the Light is a children’s Christmas musical inspired by scriptural passages ffom Isaiah,
Matthew and Luke focusing on Jesus as the Light of Salvation. It celebrates the passing of
God’s Light, from Mary to Joseph to the animals in the manger, fromthe shephérdsin,the
countryside to the wise men in the east. This inspiring program concludes with théjcast,“passing the
light of God'’s salvation” to the audience or congregation in a\beautiful candlelighting ¢eremony, with
everyone pledging to become a carrier of God’s light. |

This Christmas musical is intended for performange by children in grades K-8 and features seven
easy unison songs, including two with optignal deséant, two for solo 4nd*@hoir, and one unison trio
with choir. For ease of teaching, most of the songs are adaptations$ of familiar carols with new lyrics.
Simple speaking parts, a fully suppopfive keyboard accompanimentf coftuming, prop and staging
suggestions, and a reprintable program arefalso incliided. Afi optional accompaniment/performance
recording on cassette or compactdisc (CD)iis available separately.

Carriers of the Light is designed for flexibility ofteaching and staging. Presented as written, it
may be performed by children’s choirs with as fews/@$W5%@ices. However, the authors encourage
teachers to adapt freel§s the,characters and song assignménts to meet their individual needs. For
example, it may beerformed By entire Sundéy Schools with the assignment of different songs to

specific grade ledels. Characters'may be miore fully developed through the creation of additional
dialog and thelinsertign of additional soles.
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Staging Suggestions. . .. ........ ... 34
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CasT, COSTUMES & PrROPS

SPEAKING ROLES: Narrator, Angel, Mary, Joseph, Owl, Cow, Lamb, Shepherd #1, Shepherd #
Wise Man #1, Wise Man #2, Wise Man #3, King Herod.

SOLO SINGING: Mary, Joseph.
UNISON TRIO: Wise Man #1, Wise Man #2, Wise Man #3.

NARRATOR: An older boy or girl, a member of the junior or senior high

dress casually.

ANGEL: An older boy or girl, a member of the junior or senior hig
sparkling white robe and wearing a silver or gold tinsel garland a

on top of a long pole with long, glittering streamers flowing down. 2 so carry a sparkling
bag filled with candles or mini-flashlights.

MARY: A girl wearing a robe, or blouse and long skirt,

out of fabric or a towel.
JOSEPH: A boy wearing a robe and sandal

OWL, COW & LAMB: Both girls an

but simple masks or face painting wi n-speaking animal roles

ni %umes may be elaborate,
1t1
ihe&&s, wearing robes and sandals and

carrying shepherd’s staves. ( spe epherd parts, as needed.)
WISE MEN: Olde c and sandals, carrying gifts of gold,
frankincense (a s i (ab rance). Legend suggests that these men were

e Bible says only that they were wise men from the
y speak all three Wise men parts, as needed.)

oy: é@ splendid crown and dressed very richly, though in

stand for t/yethor
horal risers, cho t, ar chatrs for choir
A ertb for [/MIW

throne for. rod
epheridy’
B /)
X2 aialia bag for Angel to carry Gody Lights

Gold, frankincende and myrrb for the wise men
WL@/;[J: mini-flashlights, electric or wax candles
3% Wax candles for the audience/congregation

3% Chruwt candle: large white candle
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OVERTURE

(At beginning stage lights are up full, house lights out. A Christ candle burns center stage in front of the podium.
Narrator and Choir enter at the appropriate time to be in place by m. 31.)
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THE PROPHECY — Isaiah 59: 9—60: 3

(As Narrator begins, all characters except Angel enter and move to their positions, warmly greeting each other
through m. 48.)

NARRATOR: (as music continues) Once upon a time the people of God walked in His Light. Guided by
® Faster (¢ = ca. 108-112)
o) | ‘I ;l -lL !
%‘i D N —— - N
...
V. (speaking starts)
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His wisdom, they lived happily as servants of God. They enjoyed the rich bounty of God’s creation,
harvesting crops and protecting the earth for future generations.
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They loved one another, living as sisters'and brothers in God’s gredt family. They worshipped the Lord
a1

L) l ———— ! !
| : = =
e EE = EEE=
O)) >
o)
g
(Characters "freeze"
and pfaised\Him in allthat they €aid‘and did. The people of God walked in His Light. as music stops.)
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NARRATOR: _ But slowly the people of God lost their way. They became so busy enjoying the earth’s great

wonders that they forgot to worship God. They grew selfish, refusing to share with their
neighbors. They grew careless, spoiling the land.

(As Narrator continues, stage lights dim as characters turn their backs on each other and "stumble in place" with

eyes closed tom. 12.)
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COME, LIGHT OF THE WORLD!

(Unison Voices)

NARRATOR: (as music starts) Their hearts grew cold as sisters turned against sisters and brothers fought
each other. And the people of God who had walked in His light began to stumble in darkness.

Slowly (¢ = ca. 100)
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THE ANNUNCIATION — Luke 1: 26-38

NARRATOR: (Angel enters and moves to Mary.) God heard the cries of His people. He decided to send
a Savior who would be the Light of the World. This Savior would come as a tiny @hild,
the Son of God but born of woman. Who would this special woman be?

ANGEL: Peace be with you, Mary! The Lord has greatly blessed you!

MARY: Who are you? What does God want with me?

ANGEL: I am an angel, sent by God. He has chosen you to carry His Lightdnto the world. You
will bear a child, and He will be the Son of the Most High God,;He will'be a greaf king
from the family of David. And His kingdom will last forever! Maryhwill youhbed Carriex
of the Light?

MARY: I am the Lord’s servant. I will carry His Light. (4ngel gives God"’s Light to Mary.)

NARRATOR: One tiny light flickered in the darkness. (music starts)

9
MARY’S SONG OF PRAISE
(Mary and/or UnisonVoices)
Gently (J = ca. 108-112) (Mary moves forward to sing, cartying God’s Light.)
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NARRATOR:

ANGEL:
JOSEPH:
ANGEL:

JOSEPH:
NARRATOR:

JOSEPH, DESCENDANT OF DAVID — Matthew 1: 18-24

15

(Angel moves to Joseph.) Mary was engaéed to Joseph, who belonged to King David’s
family. God sent His angel to Joseph.

Peace be with you, Joseph! The Lord has greatly blessed you!

Who are you? What does God

want with me?

I am an angel, sent by God. God has chosen Mary, to whom you are engaged, to carry His
Light into the world. She will bear a son who was conceived by the Holy Spirit. You will
name Him Jesus, and He will save God’s people from their sins. Joseph, will you love
and protect Mary and Jesus? Will you be a Carrier of the Light?

I am the Lord’s servant. I will carry His Light. (Angel gives God’s Light te,Joseph.)

Two tiny lights glowed in the darkness. (music starts)

I WILL NAME HIM JESUS

(Joseph and Unison Voices with Optional Descant)

Moderately (J = ca. 100) (Joseph moves forward to sing, carrying God'’s Light.)
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NARRATOR:

ANGEL:
OWL:
ANGEL.:

COW:
LAMB:

OWL, COW
& LAMB:

ACCOMP.

19
BETHLEHEM’S MANGER — Luke 2: 1-7

Now Joseph and Mary lived in Nazareth, which was in the Roman Empire. The Roman
Emperor Augustus ordered a census to count all of the people who lived in that region.
Everyone had to travel to their hometowns to be counted.

Through the long day and into the night Joseph travelled with Mary to Bethlehem, the
birthplace of King David, to be counted. Mary was great with child, and when they
arrived in Bethlehem late that night, the time came for her to have her baby.(4ngel moves
to Animals.) Because of the census, Bethlehem was very crowded,sand the innkeeper
could not find room for them. Who would provide a room for the birth 0f God’s Son2

Peace be with you, God’s creatures great and small! The Lord has greatly blessedfyou!
WHOOOOO! Who are you? What does God want with us?

I am an angel, sent by God. God has chosen Mary to carry His Light into the World, Shé
is great with child and needs a warm room to givesbirthito God’s Son. Will you, share
your stable with Mary? Will you be Carriers of thé Light?

MOOOOOO! Move, all of you! Make way for Mary!
BAAAAAA! Back away, make room forthe tiny King!

We are servants of the Lord. Wé will carry His Light. (dmgel,gives God’s Light to

Animals, who carry it to crib as Narrator,continues. Lightever crib grows gradually to
fullbym. 9.)

LIGHTAN THE MANGER

(UnisonVoices)

NARRATOR: (as muSie staris)So Mary gave birth te hér Son in a stable, surrounded by the love of

Gently (J = ca. 88)
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Joseph named Him Jesus. God’s holy light
filled the stable, warming the darkness.
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THE SHEPHERDS — Luke 2: 8-12
NARRATOR: (Angel mayes o Shepherds.) In the peaceful countryside there were shepherds in the fields,
keeping watch over their flocks by night. Suddenly the earth shook and an angel dressed
ifiyblinding white garments appeared before them. The shepherds were terrified! The
angelsaid:
ANGEL: Peace be with you, shepherds! The Lord has greatly blessed you!
SHEPHERD #1; Who are you? Why do you frighten us so?
ANGEL: Do not be afraid! I am an angel, sent by God to bring you news of great joy! Tonight in
Bethlehem a Child has been born! He is your Savior, Christ the Lord!
SHEPHERD #2: Let us go to Bethlehem to see this Child. (dngel gives God’s Light to Shepherds, who
carry it to Crib as Narrator continues.)
NARRATOR: The shepherds found Mary, Joseph, and the baby Jesus in the stable in Bethlehem, just as

16077

the angel had said. The shepherds told the angel’s story to Mary and Joseph.
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GO, TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN

(Unison Voices with Optional Descant)

NARRATOR: (as music starts) Then they returned to their fields, telling their story everywhere they went.

They became Carriers of the Light, and heavenly light filled the countryside.

(Shepherds "tell story" to Mary and Joseph through m. 12 as stage lights are brought up; )

~3—

Relaxed swing (4 = ca. 84-88) (4 & =« o)
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NARRATOR:

WISE MAN #1:
WISE MAN #2:

WISE MAN #3:
KING HEROD:

NARRATOR:

THE WISE MEN — Matthew 2: 1-12

(Angel carries star, leading Wise Men to King Herod.) That same night, a great star appeared
in the heavens, carrying to distant lands the joyous news of the savior’s birth. Far to the
east, wise men who studied the scriptures and the stars began a long journey. Led by the
light of that great star, they travelled to Jerusalem where they told King Herod thefstar’s
joyous message.

We have followed the light of a great star.

The great star appeared to us in our land, proclaiming the birth of a child who will be a
great king.

The great star led us to Jerusalem. Do you know where this child is?

I do not know where this child is. Find the child and return to me. Tell me whefe he 1S SO
that I can go and worship him.

But King Herod knew that all of this was as the ancient prophetwrote: “A. great King will
be born in Bethlehem, and He will rule the world.2dero@was afraid that he. wotild lose
his kingdom, so he planned to kill Jesus. (4s niusic starts, Ungel earriessstat, leading
Wise Men to crib, where they offer gifts to Mary and Joseph.)

WE THREE KINGS

(Wise Men and/or Unison Voices)

NARRATOR: (as music starts) As the wise men‘leftderusalem, the star reappeared and led them to Bethlehem.
Moderately (¢ = ca. 112)
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mp (speaking continues)
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There they found Mary, Joseph andithe baby Jesus. They worshipped Jesus with gifts of gold,
frankineense@and myrrh. That night@sithey slept, an angel appeared to them in their dreams,
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warningithem about King Herod’s plan. So the wise men did not return to Jerusalem.
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They returned to their country singing God’s praises and telling their story to all that they met along the
way. They, too, became Carriers of the Light. And the Light of Salvation spread throughout the world.
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(Angel and Wise Men gradually return to Wise Men’s

16077
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CARRIERS OF THE LIGHT — Matthew 2: 13-23 and 4: 12-17

NARRATOR: (Mary and Joseph move to front carrying God’s Light; all other characters except King
Herod follow them.) Joseph also heard the angel’s warning. He escaped to Egypt with
Mary and Jesus, where they lived safely until Herod died. Herod’s anger.£ouldsnot
extinguish the Light of the World.

After Herod’s death, they returned to Nazareth, where Jesus, son of Mary and Son of
God, grew in grace and wisdom. He became a great preacher and teacher, bringing the
good news of God’s redeeming love to all. Jesus is the Light of theWiorld.

Will you join the star-led band? Will you walk in God’s ways, loving,your neighbor,
protecting the earth, worshipping God with all of your heart? Will'you,spread througheut
the world the good news of our Savior, Jesus Christ? Will you'beia Carrier of the Light?
(music starts)

CARRIERS OF THE LIGHT

(Unison Voices)

MARY: (as music starts) I carried God’s son into the wotld. \JOSEPH: I loyéd and protected God’s Son.
Joyfully (J = ca. 108)
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God’s son and spread the good news.  ALL: We are Carriers of the Light. Join us! Pass the Light along!
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STAGINIG SUGGESTIOIIS

< CHANCEL or STAGE
S
- N
Set Diagram _
This set diagram is conceived for a King Herod ‘ﬁ

sanctuary with a raised chancel or an Cow I ' Skepherds *\ ' i
™ e

auditorium with a stage or raised Wise
platform. However, it may be W Lamb Men
adapted for use in any setting. Ol

w Joseph

Staging

During the first part of the Overture, Narrator and Choir should ente
before Narrator begins to speak (m. 33). At that point, the rest of the char
of Angel, should enter, warmly greeting one another as they take thei
pantomime harvesting crops and worshipping God. After “freezi

Overture, they should begin to move in place at the beginning o ight of the W

) and o
3 begins to

he audience.

arguing in pantomime as they turn their backs on each other (and
“stumble in darkness” with their eyes closed.

Angel should remain offstage until the appropriate
speak to each character, that character should slow

Stage and audience limitations may prevent Ange
room at m. 21 in “We Three Kings,” but a pr
stage will suffice. Both the cast members
out the congregation during “Carriers o

Lighting
For the Overture, stage li
1-12 of “Come, Light of the

progresses from this p

“the world 1s filled

. Sta, s'should dim gradually from mm.
ffect istene of a “world in darkness.” As the story

dually at the appropriate moments until
erod, who should remain in darkness.)

cue elpful:

A\ Y

vV Stage ome, Pight of the World!” mm. 1-12

\Y% ib iythe Manger,” mm. 1-9

Y radually Up - “Go, Tell It on the Mountain,” mm. 1-12
\

in,
i Sﬁl‘ighting — “Carriers of the Light”

d to each character in a variety of ways. Angel may light a candle

t” may be p

the Christ canfdle, then give candles to each character in turn and pass the light along. Another

1on is for A to a sparkling bag full of electric candles or mini-flashlights that are given
e charac et*%ed. When passing God’s Light through the audience/congregation, the

charactersfma candlelight from single large candles burning at the end of each row or pew,

or fro burning candles.

ative in your lighting approach, employing additional candlelight and other lighting effects
throug the room. Add an Advent wreath around the Christ candle, with four candles each of

w e lit in turn by Mary, Joseph, Animals and Shepherds. Add starlight by creating behind the

crib a screen twinkling with mini-lights. At the program’s conclusion, illumine a Christmas tree with

Angel placing his/her star atop the blazing tree.
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* (ERRIERS ]iGHT

FOR AUDIENCE/CONGREGATION PARTICIPATION

OVERTURE
THE PROPHECY — ISAIAH 59: 9—60: 3

ComE, LiGHT OF THE WORLD!
(Chocir)
* THE ANNUNCIATION — LUKE 1: 26 —38 *

Mary’s SonG OF Praisk
& (Mary and/or Choir)

JOSEPH, DESCENDANT OF DAVID — MATTHEW 1: 18 — 24

[ WiLL Mame Him jesus O & g
(Joseph and Choir)

BETHLEHEM'S MANGER <L UKE 2: 1 —7

LiGgHT in e IANGER

(Chair)
* THE SHEPABRDS —LUKE 2: 8 —12 &

Go, TELKIT o THE [TToufiTALIT

(Choir) &

THE WisE MEN — MATTHEW 261 —12 &

WE THREE Kings
(Wise Men andler Chotr)

CARRIERS OF THE LIGHT — MMATTHEW2: 13 —23 & 4: 12—17

X CARRIERS OFTHE LiGHT
(Choir)
This little lightof.mine, I'm gonna let it shine. é;"é
This little lightiof mine, I'm gonna let it shine.
This little light'ofanine, I'm gonna let it shine everywhere I go.
% Go, tell if on_thefmountain, over the hills and everywhere!
Gaptell'it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born!
The Light of God has come!
(Audiencelcongregation may join)
This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine.
This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine. *
& This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine everywhere I go.
% O come, let us adore Him. O come, let us adore Him.
O come, let us adore Him. We are Carriers of the Light!

Copyright © MCMXCVII by Alfred Publishing Co., Inc., All rights reserved. Printed in USA.

The publisher hereby grants permission to reprint this page only for the purpose of performance with
the congregation provided that a sufficient quantity of copies is purchased for performance by the choir.




	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



